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.. ~;:d - ~ s s i g r l m e ~ l t  giver1 t o  me ljy t h e  Conference 
i 5 : 2 i,i-i ef euezc t  ic:r 1 s t ~ ~ l y  of  S c r i p t u r e  pas- 
snpcs ilc:ll ng \iitI; t h e  beginnin:; o f  l i f e  and a l ~ o r -  
t i a r l  2nd ,.tn e x a ~ i n r r t i o n  of  w l ~ a t  r o l e  t:le ciiurcll 
should play i n  a s s e r t i r l g  a furldamental C h r i s t i a n  
ii;ornliT:r o : ~  t h e  s t a t e . "  Tn tile l i g h t  o f  tlir r e c e n t  
St~yrcrne Conrt  deci s i or! t o  n 1 lo!+ a b o r t  i on-011-demand 
;1 G l r t l r e r  stucly "la>. seen! ahout as i l s ~ f u l  as rcacl- 
iiis f i  r s t - a i t l  p rocedures  f o r  a r t i f i  c i a 1  r e s p i r a t i o n  
t1 ; r .e~ clays a f t e r  t l ic  f u n e r ; ~ l  of  yolm droluned f r i e n d .  
?'he f a c t  i s , iloricver , ti13 t tllis s t u d y  i s more impor- 
t a n t  norz tila11 ever .  \ce lmve no c h o i c e  ? jut  t o  
f a c e  tile pro1)lcnr and t o  conic t o  some Fir111 d e c i s i o n ,  
f o r  no\< a b o r t i o n  i s  a v a i 1 a l ) l e  t o  a l l  and cotlld well * '  

hecorilc as conwlon i n  o u r  c o n , n r c z a t i o n s  3s o t l l e r  - 
' f f a ~ ~ i  pro1)lcms. I t  

l'iictre i s  ~lcl-)l orcll)lc i griorance r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
yen1 f a c t s  ahou t  a b o r t i o n .  lllc t y p i c a l  p rcgnan t  
tiolnnn i s  c l i x r a c t c r i z c d  by t h c  main c h n r a c t c r ,  l lc len,  
i r, t h e  I~ool; ACORTION : 'TI11, AGCNTZING 1)ECISION: 

. . . I  suppose t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
want t o  krlo1.r t h e  f a c t s  about a l lo r t i  on. I j u s t  
wanted sor;ie k ind  d o c t o r  t o  p u t  me t o  s l e e p ,  g e t  
on r C i t ! l  t h e  job,  and wal,c mc up \\illen i t  was a l l  
o v e r .  Then I would t r y  t o  walk away j u s t  a s  i f  
not l l ing had  ilnppened. 1 

A f t e r  I!elcn had l e a r n e d  more abou t  a b o r t i o n  
from a t  t end ing  n one-day c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  subj  e c t  
slic saicl : 

* Prepared as an assignment for the Southwest and 
Central Pastoral Conference, ELS March 26, 27, 
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a decision t o  seer, abo r t i on  i s  a decisien t o  t ake  
1 i f e  . . .Tile f r i  erlcfs ttr'i t l l  E ~ f l ~ l i l  T I I ~ ~ J C  t a l k e d  fl;lvc 
made i t  seen  8 \.cry t r i v i a l  matter. I knew tllej. 
wcrc wrong, and I t h i n k  they  L n c ~  they were 
wrung, I t  toas 3 k i n d  of  game t c r  t r e a t  t h e  t ~ h o l c  
t h i n p  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  s o  as t o  avoid t h e  r e a l  an- 
guislr  t h a t  i s  involved.  I t  wouldn 't t.rork -- 
I ' d  onLr go through t h e  anguish a f te rward  any- 
way.. .: 

"Supe r f i c i a l l y "  i s  t h e  way tlrc s u b j e c t  is + 

t r e a t e d  on t h e  street l e v e l .  The average person 
i s  l cd  t o  t h i n k  o f  a b o r t i o n  as removing a p i e c e  o f  
t i s s u e  frm a paor g i r l  rzha ha s  been raped.  We 
s h a l l  s c e  from a more thorough s tudy  of t h e  m a t t e r  
t h a t  much more is involved .  'I'he f a c t  t h a t  Planned 
Parenthood o f  iziinnesota cs t i rna tcs  bctwcen lf),00(1 
and 15,0130 a b o r t i o n s  will be performed i n  ? l i m e -  
s o t a  i n  1973 s l~ori ld  a l e r t  u s  t h a t  sometking more 
i s  going on. (Robert K.  FIcCoy, head of iltinnesotrrts 
on ly  a b o r t i o n  c l i n i c  and vocal  advoca te  of f i b e r a 1  
a b o r t i o n ,  c s t i n i a t e s  t h e  ntfn~bcr w i f  1 be  15,000 t o  
16,000, ?'he Popula t ion  Cormcil e s t i m a t e s  1 .6  m l l -  
l i c n  a b o r t i o n s  w i l l  be done i n  the tl, S. du r ing  
1073.)  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  tllc churches  are n o t  speaking 
c l e a r l y  on t h e  i s s u e  e i t h e r .  In  I970 t h e  United 
P re sby t e r i an  Chrlrcit and the United Methodist  Gerr-  
era1 Conference dec l a r ed  t h c  abo r t i on  problem t o  
be a pe r sona l  d e c i s i o n .  Other  church bodies  have 
followed t h e i r  l e a d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  light of t h e  
1973 Supreme Court  d e c t s i o n  (Roe V s .  Wade). On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  several  church bodies  wkicfr 
have been unbending i n  t h e i r  oppos i t i on  t o  ahor- 
t i a n .  The Roman churcll i s  by no means unanimously 
agreed on a b o r t i o n ,  bu t  o f f i c i a l l y  it opposes it 
wi thau t  cmpromise .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  about 
t h e  abo r t i on  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  i t  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  
i s s u e ,  Opinion does n o t  d i v i d e  i n t o  rhe t rad i -  
t i o n a l  s t c r e o t y p e s  l i k e  l i b e r a l / c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  Pro t -  
cstant/l<oman Catha l i  c ,  e t c .  
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Though t h i s  d e p a r t s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  a s s ign -  
ment, t h e  aim of t h i s  survey w i l l  be  t o  acqua in t  
p a s t o r s  and church l e a d e r s  wi th  some o f  t h e  impl ica-  
t i o n s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  abo r t i on  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  hope 
t h a t  t hey  w i l l  do much more s tudy  and be a b l e  t o  
h e l p  inform o t h e r s .  Ignorance and i n a c t i o n  may be 
the  g r e a t e s t  enemy of  t h e  unborn. The au tho r  does 
not  p re tend  t o  cover  a l l  t h e  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t h e  
abo r t i on  drama. Nor does he  c la im i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l l  
t h e  problems. Anyone s tudying  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  soon 
l~umbled and hence cau t i ous .  

I ,  PJHkT 2&E WE TALKING ABOUT WtiEN WE SAY "ABORTIONg'? 

In  o r d e r  t o  unders tand t h e  s u b j e c t  it i s  most 
h e l p f u l  t o  have a  b a s i c  knowledge of  t h e  "Story of  
Life." !Ve will n o t  d e a l  with t h e  r ep roduc t ive  
a s p e c t .  We w i l l  assume t h e  sperm and ovum have 
un i ted  i n  t h e  f a l l o p i a n  tube.  Tllc p roces s  o f  grow- 
i ng  beg ins  a t  once. 'The new c e l l  i s  c a l l e d  a zygote 
( t ' jo ined t ' )  . Although we speak o f  t h e  sperm u n i t i n g  
wi th  t h e  ovum (egg) ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t o  t h e  ~ l u c l e u s  
of the ovum t h a t  it i s  jo ined .  The nuc leus  i s  about 
t h e  same s ize  a s  t h e  sperm. Thc rest  o f  t h e  ovum i s  
t h e  food supply which t h e  newly-formed zygote w i l l  
u s e  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  few days.  About t h e  f i f t h  day 
t l ie zygote should a r r i v e  i n  t h e  u t e r u s  (womb) where 
i t  will seek t o  i ~ n p l a n t  i t s e l f  t o  draw nourislrlment 
from t h e  r i c h  l i n i n g  of t h e  womb. A t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
c o n t a c t  between the mother and t h e  baby, a  s p e c i a l  
organ,  c a l l e d  t h e  p l a c e n t a ,  i s  formed. Because t h e  
baby e n t e r s  a new s t a g e  when i t  e n t e r s  t h e  u t e r u s ,  
it i s  g iven  a  new name, b l a s t o c y s t .  Two weeks a f t e r  
concept ion a  t h i r d  name i s  g iven ,  emhrj70, and a f t e r  
two rr~ontlls a f o u r t h  name, f e t u s .  Although each of  
t h e s e  names denotes  a d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e  of develop- 
ment, t h e  term " f e t u s w  u s u a l l y  i s  used i n  a wider  
sense  t o  cover  t h e  t i m c  from concept ion t o  b i r t h .  
We w i l l  u s e  i t  i n  t h i s  wider  s ense  throughout t h i s  
paper .  

During t h e  imp lan t a t i on  s t a g e  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  
ope ra t i on  i n  p rog re s s .  A s o r t  of ba l l oon  c a l l e d  
t h e  amnio t ic  s a c  (bag of  wate rs )  i s  be ing  formed 
around t h e  baby where he w i l l  f l o a t  f r e e l y .  The 



amnio t ic  sac se rves  t h e  two-fold purpose of  sepa- 
r a t i n g  t h e  embryo from t h e  mother and p r o t e c t i n g  
him a g a i n s t  i n j u r y .  

During t h i s  same t ime t h e r e  i s  a yroccss  o f  
ntaznif i c e n t  develo~micnt.  A1 1 t h e  organs a r e  de- 
vcloped i n  t h e  embryonic s t a g e  ( f i r s t  two months). 
Only t l te f i n i s h i n g  , p e r f e c t i n g  and growing occur  
du r ing  t h e  f e t a l  s t a g e .  According t o  David l i< ,  
!-lace, a B r i t i s h  s o c i o l o g i s t  : 

By t h e  end of  t h e  e igh th  week, when t h e  embryo 
changes i t s  name and becomes a  f e t u s ,  i t  i s  one 
inch  long,  and now has f u l l  arms and l e g s ,  with 
well-formed f i n g e r s  and t o e s .  The b r a i n  is a t  
work, because e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  can be de t ec -  
t e d  by a machine d o c t ~ r s  use  f o r  t h i s  purpose,  
It i s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  touch - -  if t i c k l e d  an tlae 
nose i t  w i l l  xurn i t s  head away! 

18 was carefully fior;cd by Ds,  itlace, lapon whom 
the above description i s  dependent ,  t h a t  t h e  esn-  
ceived clnH1d i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  mother, He 
showed how t h e y  have d i f f e r e n t  bloodstreams (of ten  
even d i f f e r e n t  blood types )  and how t h e  amnio t ic  
s a c  completely s e p a r a t e s  t h e  c h i l d  from t h e  mother. 
G e n e t i c i s t s  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  DNA f a c t o r  i s  s e t t l e d  
i n  t h e  concept ion.  This  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  eon- 
ceived c h i l d  i s  unique and s e p a r a t e  from h i s  mother. 
Yet another  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  c h i l d .  I t  cannot  be  maintained on any medical 
grounds t h a t  t h e  unborn c h i l d  is p a r t  of  t h e  mother 's  
t i s s u e ,  no t  a t  any s t a g e  a f t e r  concept ion.  The 
"mother ' s t i s s u e "  argument i s  " s t r e e t  t a l k r f  and does 
n o t  belong i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  among informed and e t h i -  
c a l  people .  

£laving t h i s  b a s i c  understanding o f  t h e  "Story 
of  L i fe , "  we a r e  ready  t o  cons ide r  t h e  "Story of  
Abortion ." David Mace d e f i n e s  abo r t i on  t h u s  : 

. . . t h e  f a c t  must be faced t h a t  what abo r t i on  
means i s  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h e  embryo o r  f e t u s .  
The use  o f  t h i s  unpleasant  word i s  avoided i n  
most d i s cus s ions  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Even i n  medical 
books t h e  w r i t e r s  speak of  "evacuat ing t h e  con- 

t e n t s  of t h e  u t e rus"  o r  "removing t h e  f e t a l  
t i s s u e . "  Rut it is simply d i shones t  t o  evade 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  embryo o r  f e t u s  is  a l i v e  when 
t h e  ope ra t i on  begins  and dead when it i s  over .  

Thc v a r i o u s  methods of  inducing abo r t i ons  a r e  
wel l  known. Normally t h e  i n t e n t i o n  i n  t h e s e  puo- 
cednrcs ,  with t h e  except ion of hysterotomy, i s  t o  
k i l l  t h e  f e t u s  S O  i t  w i l l  come o u t .  The fou r  cam- 
msnHy used methods of a b o r t i a n  inc lude  DILATION AND 
CURETTAGE, SUCTION CUKETTAGII, SALTING OUT, AND HYS- 
TEROl'ObIY. D i l a t i o n  and c u r e t t a g e  involves  d i l a t i n g  
t h e  u t e r u s  and with a sharp  instrument  sc rap ing  out  
t h e  con ten t s .  I n  t h e  s u c t i o n  c u r e t t a g e  method t h e  
baby i s  t o r n  from t h e  wal l  o f  the u t e r u s  by a  small  
bu t  powerful vacuum c l e a n e r  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  called 
t h e  "baby scrambler ."  711e " s a l t i n g  ou t"  method i s  
t h e  most popular method on bab ie s  over  14 weeks. A 
needle  i s  i n s e r t e d  through t h e  wall o f  t h e  mother 's  
abdomen i n t o  t h e  bag o f  waters .  Through t h e  needle  
a s a l t  s o l u t i o n  i s  i n j e c t e d  which s lowly and pa in-  
f u l l y  k i l l s  tlre baby s o  he w i l l  cone o u t .  Hyster-  
otomy, no t  t o  be conf~lsed with l lysterectomy, i s  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  Caesar ian d e l i v e r y  except t h e  
baby i n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  incixlerated. 7 

Because t h e r e  i s  confusion about  terminology 
we w i l l  d e f i n e  what we in tend  when we s ~ e a k  of  v a r i -  

1 

ous kinds of  a b o r t i o n s .  The f i r s t  i s  e 

Therapeut ic  a b o r t i o n s  a r e  t hose  performed t o  save  
tlte l i f e  o f  t h e  mother. In r e c e n t  yea r s  t h i s  term 
has  been i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  a wide sense  t o  inc lude  a l s o  
t h e  mother 's  mental h e a l t h ,  and under that  p r e t e x t  
abo r t i ons  have been performed f o r  almost any reason .  
A second term is  induced, This  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a r t i -  
f i c i a l l y  produced t e rmina t ions  of  t h e  f e t a l  l i f e .  
I t  t e c h n i c a l l y  r e f e r s  t o  a b o r t i o n s  o t h e r  than  t h e r a -  
p e u t i c .  A t h i r d  type  o f  a b o r t i o n  no t  o f t e n  men- 
t i oned  i s  t h e  abo r t i on .  These a r e  psych- 
o l o g i c a l l y  induced a b o r t i o n s  o r  mi sca r r i ages .  Ac- - 
cording t o  Rushdoony t h i s  i s  more common t h a n  we 
r e a l i z e ,  even among p r i m i t i v e  t r i b e s .  8 

Rushdoony a l s o  d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  t h r e e  a t t i t u d e s  
toward abo r t i on ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  a t t i t u d c ,  



~11icl1 have lieen important  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  '111~  f i r s t  
i s  t h e  " s t a t i s t  concept common t o  P l a t o ,  A r i s t o t l e ,  

--.-- 
and every  c u r r e n t  s o c i a l i s t  o r  welfare s t a t e .  

i s  secondnry t o  i t s  b a s i c  premise t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  
i s  w i t h i n  i t s  moral j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  a 1 e g i s l a t i v t  
manner; t h a t  i s ,  t l ~ c  s t a t e  asstrmcs t h a t  i t s  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  b a s i c ,  and i t s  ~ove rnmen t  over  t h e  
l i f e  o f  man the fundamental and u l t i rna tc  o r d e r  for 
man. IIence the s t a t e  can l e ~ a l i z c  o r  ban abo r t i on  
a s  an ialdcpendent and determinative moral a r h i -  
t e r . "  This  concept  i s  employed by those vllo seek 
a super - race  o r  who seek  t o  c I i n i n a t e  c e r t a i n  d i s -  
eases o r  "weak t r a i t s "  from t h e  popula t ion .  I t  
a l s o  i s  used from t h e  s t andpo in t  o f  economics. Orle 
l e s s  baby i s  t h a t  much l e s s  we l f a r e  payment t o  t l l ~ t  

mother.  

The second a t t i t u d e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  f a m i l i s t  con- 
c e p t ,  makes t h e  "family requirements"  t h e  r u l i n g  
f a c t o r .  This  argument was used by t h e  weal thy 
c l a s s  a t  llonle ~zrhictl wanted t o  l i m i t  t h e  number of  
h e i r s .  I t  i s  one of  t h e  forernost arguments advanced 
f o r  a b o r t i o n  i n  our  count ry  today.  *l'lle i d e a  i s  
nursccl t h a t  ano the r  c h i l d  t 'a t  t h i s  t i n e i *  w i l l  pu t  a 
s t r a i n  upon t h e  o t h e r  rnemliers o f  tile fami ly .  O r  i t  
i s  thaugllt  t h a t  s ince  another  clrild woulJ. p l a c e  a 
f i n a n c i a l  liurden upon the fami ly ,  he should no t  be 
allowed t o  he  born.  

A t h i r d  approach i s  c a l l c d  a t o m i s t i c  l~umanism. -- 
I t  mal,es t f ~ e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e  u l t i m a t e  moral a r b i t e r .  
I t  i s  typ i f iec l  i n  tflc argument of  Ifomen's Lib.  ".4 
wonIan ought t o  have t h e  r i  gl:t t o  do \trllat she \cants 
~ s i t l t  fier own body. " 

The "Story o f  A1)ortiorr'' i s  a loile one d a t i n g  
bacL i n t o  h i s t o r y  3s e a r l y  3s C i r .  1500 E .  C .  'l'he 
Assyri xns For1;ade tklc p r a c t  i c c  of a l ~ o r t  i on,  a s c r i l  J -  

In!: a s  ~ l e n a l t y ,  tleatil. Among t h e  Creeks i n f a n t i -  
c i  r t  e , al~arrdonxitcnt anct a b o r t  i on  were conlJnorl. I' Lato 
and A r i s t o t  1 e nr!vocrctcd sricl~ neasrrres -For pop111 a- 
t i  on c o n t r o l  ( s t a t i s t  concept ) .  I n  Ilome tlic wealtlly 
rcsor tccl  t o  a lwrt ior l  t o  l i r l i t  t l ie ntlrn1,er of' h e i r s  
;ljlioll!i i~-.l~o!r; tlley wcr i~ l< :  l,:lvc t a  divic lc  the- c s t  ate. 

i\n:ong tile s l a v e s ,  ulierr l i f e  was no t  irigllly r e -  
ga rded  anyway, a b o r t i o n  was common. Soranus,  
c a l l e d  t h e  greates t  o f  t h e  Greek gyneco log i s t s ,  
reported t h a t  women r e s o r t e d  t o  abo r t i on  f o r  t h r e e  
main reasons : " t o  remove the evidence of  a d u l t e r y ,  
t o  maintain  feminine beau ty ,  and t o  safeguard t h e  
l i f e  of t h e  woman whose womb was t o o  smal l  t o  c a r r y  
a  chi l d  . ' I  l0 i l ippocra tes ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  in -  
cluded i n  t h e  oa th  s t i l l  t aken  today:  "I w i l l  no t  
g ive  t o  a  woman an  a b o r t i f a c i e n t  pe s sa ry .  In 
pur i ty land  h o l i n e s s  I w i l l  guard my l i f e  and my 
a r t  ." In  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  review D r .  Lloyd A. Kal- 
land makes t h e  fo l l owing  c i t a t i o n s :  

P h i l o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t e r r i b l e  p l i g h t  of 
p a r e n t s  who p r a c t i c e d  i n f a n t i c i d e ,  s t r a n g l i n g s  
and drownings, exposing i n  t h e  d e s e r t  a r e a s  t o  
w i l d  b ea s t s ,  e t c .  J u s t i n  claimed t h a t  t h e s e  r,er- 

A 

sons were k i l l e r s  o f  men. Eloreover, i n  t h e  APOL- 
OGY lire read  t h a t  Cla r i s t i ans  were forb idden  t o  
destroy even t h e  f e t u s  ( 9 3 ) .  In t h e  Ilidache o r  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e  
e k i l l e r s  sf 

c l l i ld ren  (5 .2)  . In t h e  L e t t e r  of  Barnabas ( e a r l y  
second cen tury]  we read,  "Thou s h a l t  no t  Till t h e  
f e t u s  by an a b o r t i o n  o r  commit i n f a n t i c i d e "  (19 .5) .  
The same i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was made by T e r t u l l i a n ,  
C p r i a n  and o t h e r s ,  

I n  t h e  Eas te rn  Church,  i n  the  b a s i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  
which was t h e  C a m s m s  o f  S t .  Bascl tElere was a --- 
condemnation wit l t~aut  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of a l l  women 
who c o m i t t e d  a b o r t i o n ,  whatever t h e  s t a t e  o r  
development o f  the f e t u s .  Jn t h e  West Jerome 
a l s o  condemned t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  means t h a t  
f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes ,  the l i f e - g i v i n g  pro-  
c e s s  was viewed as i d e n t k a l  t o  l i f e  i t s e l f  and 
i t  was e q u a l l y  wrong t o  k i l l  a  f e t u s  as it was t o  
t a k e  t h e  l i f e  of  a  c h i l d .  l2 

The Jloman Church t o  t h i s  day ,  fo l lowing  Augus- 
t i n e  and Thomas Aquinas, r e g a r d s  con t r acep t ion  and 
abo r t i on  t o g e t h e r  a s  a g a i n s t  n a t u r e  and t h e r e f o r e  
equa l t o  murder,  The Reformers $ i f f  e r e n t  i a t e d  be- 
tween con t r acep t ion  and a b o r t i o n ,  f o rb idd ing  t h e  
l a t t e r  hu t  not  t h e  former.  



i t  sucli n e a r l y  unanimous ~ g r e e ~ r i e n t  i 11 t h c  
C!rri s t i a r l  CInlrc!~ u n t i l  tlte p r c s c n t  t i m e  t h a t  abctr- 
t i  oil v;as 1 lomi c i de , i f  n o t  ~: i t~rJcr ,  olrc rioulcl expcct 
t :~~ l  Sc r ip t t i r n l  evidence t o  1:c s u b s t a n t i a l .  Ilrerr 
i s , i io~icver ,  o n l y  orlc ncil t i  on of ahor t i011 i r ~  Scrip-  
t u r e  ~ I I L !  t h a t  i s  iindcr E?eateJ deiiatc cvcl l  ar-long t l ~ c  
e v a n g e l i c a l s .  Yet,  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  do r i n g  c l e a r  
tihen takcrr a s  a \c ' t~ole,  ,-is \.tlc s'rtall see .  

T I .  TlTI:c?I,OGICi?L IrIl?f.JS OF FETAL L I F E ,  

A.  'Tllc S a n c t i t y  of  L i f e .  -- 
The va luc  onc a s s i g n s  t o  Ilumair l i f e  will de- 

pend tq'on one ' s h c l  i e f  about man ' s o r i g i n .  'I'ire 
I r u ~ ~ a n i s t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  wlio d i s coun t s  the s p e c i a l  
c r e a t i o n  by Cod, views man as a "llighly-developed 
animal1; o r  " r a t i o n a l  animal.  The d i s t i n c t i o n  be- 
t ~ ~ c e n  b e a s t  and mail i s  a t  l e a s t  b l u r r e d .  Aboiit l i f e  
t h e  humani s t  b e l i e v e s  : V a n  has  g iven ,  and man has 
taken away, b l e s sed  be man.'' 

From t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s t andpo in t  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  
ano the r  view. To t h e  c r c a t i o n i s t  , l i . f c  o r i g i n a t e s  
by t h e  s p e c i a l  c r e a t i o n  o f  God. "And tire Lord Cod 
formed niarl ou t  o f  t h e  d ~ i s t  o f  t h e  ground, and 
brea thed  i n t o  h i s  r l o s t r i l s  t l ie b r e a t h  of  l i f e ;  and 
man bccame a l i v i n g  sou l . "  (Genesis 2 : 7 )  Besides 
t h e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  Cod took i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  man, it 
i s  s a i d  t h a t  "God c r e a t e d  man i n  h i s  intage, i n  t h e  
image o f  God c r e a t e d  hc him; male and female c r e -  
a t e d  he them. (Genesis 1 : 27) Without d i s c u s s i n g  
what tlrc ''image ,o f  God" means t o  v a r i o u s  people ,  one 
conc lus ion  cannot  escape u s :  on ly  o f  man i s  it s a i d  
t h a t  he i s  c r e a t e d  "in- t h e  image of God. f t  The t h i r d  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  man is  t h a t  he  was 
a s s ign& t o  t h e  s tewardsh ip  o f  r u l i n g  over  a l l  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n .  I n  t h e  C l i r i s t i an  view, l i f e  
i s  s ac red  f i r s t  o f  a l l  because it o r i g i n a t e s  w i th  
God ou r  Crea tor .  

l l l e  d o c t r i n e  of Redemption a l s o  emphnsizes t h e  
s a n c t i t y  o f  human l i f e .  'The e t e r n a l  Son o f  God en- 
t e r e d  i n t o  humanness, t a k i n g  upon H i m  a human body, 
i n  o r d e r  t o  rcdcem men's bodics  a s  wel l  as s o u l s  from 
ever1 as t i n g  dea th .  Fllrtlicr , t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h c  

body emphasizes t h e  high p r i o r i t y  God h a s  placed 
upon t h e  human body. 

Another dimension %or thy  of n o t e  i s  t h e  i n d i -  
v i d u a l i t y  of  redemption, IJe are no t  redeemed a s  a 
r a c e  bu t  as i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l l  known and d e s i r e d  by 
t h e  seek ing  Savior  who i s  "not w i l l i n g  t h a t  any 
should perish." 

{\%en we cons ide r  ttlG S c r i p t u r a l  view of  man's 
l i f e ,  we a r e  p u t  on n o t i c e  t h a t  wi th  human l i f e  we 
a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  something which i s  known and t r e a s -  
ured by God. Any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  i n t e r v e n t i o n  with  
human l i f e  i s  s t r i c t l y  fo rb idden  by God i n  a s p e c i a l  
commandment . Ffurdef-ers f o r f e i t  t h e i r  l i v e s  --  "Who- 
so sheds mani s blood,  by man s h a l l  h i s  blood be shed, " 
(Genesis 9 :6) .  

With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  view o f  t h e  
human body C ,  S. Lewis has  observed:  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  almost t h e  on ly  one of t h e  g r e a t  
r e l i g i o n s  which thoroughly approves of  t h e  body -- 
which b e l i e v e s  t h a t  m a t t e r  i s  good, t h a t  God ki im-  
s e l f  once took on a I-iuman body, t h a t  some kind of  
body i s  going t o  b e  g iven  t o  us even i n  heaven and 
is going t o  be an e s s e n t i a l  a r t  o f  our  happiness ,  
our  beau ty ,  and our  energy,  ?3 

B.  The B i b l i c a l  View sf t h e  Fe tus .  

More p e r t i n e n t  t o  ou r  s t udy  i s  t h e  B i b l e ' s  view 
of  t h e  f e t u s  or" t h e  ~ilraborn. Does t h e  Bible cons ide r  
t h e  f e t u s  t o  be l i f e  corning under  the p r o t e c t i o n  of 
t h e  f i f t h  commandment? 

One o f  t h e  main t e x t s  involved i s  Exodus 21322- 
23 : 

If men s t r i v e  and h u r t  a woman with  c h i l d ,  s o  
t h a t  lrer f r u i t  d e p a r t  from h e r  and y e t  no m i s -  
c h i e f  f o l l ow ,  he  s h a l l  s u r e l y  be punished,  accord-  
ing  a s  t h e  woman's husband w i l l  l a y  upon him; and 
he s h a l l  pay as t h e  judges de te rmine .  If any m i s -  
c h i e f  f o l l ow ,  t hen  thou s h a l t  g i v e  l i f e  f o r  l i f e .  
(A.V.) 

Two major i n t e r ~ t r c t a t i o n s  have been o f f e r e d :  
(a) I f  a pregnant  woman i s  i n j u r e d  by men f i g h t i n g  












































