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APORTTION

IXAMTNDD TN THE LIGIHT OF SCRIPTURE*

ih¢ assignment given to me by the Conference
is: "a brief exegetical study of Scripture pas-
sages dealing with the beginning of life and abor-
tion and an examination of what role the church
should play in asserting a fundamental Christian
morality on the state." 1In the light of the recent
Supreme Court decision to allow abortion-on-demand
a further study may seem ahout as useful as read-
ing first-aid procedures for artificial respiration
three days after the funeral of your drowned friend.
The. fact is, however, that this study is more impor-
tant now than ever. !ow we have no choiece but to’
face the problem and to come to some firm decision,”
for now abortion is available to all and could wéll~
becone as -common in our LOH“T(”AllOﬂS as other -
"family problems.’

There is deplorable ignorance regarding the
real facts about abortion. The typical pregnant
woman 1s characterized by the main character, Helen,
in the book ABORTION: THI AGCNIZING DECISION:

..I suppose the truth is that I really didn't
want to know the facts about abortion. I just
wanted some kind doctor to put me to. sleep, get
on with the job, and wake me up when it was all
over. Then I would try to walk away just as if
nothing had happened. '

After Helen had learned more about abortion
from attending a one-day conference on the subject
she said:

* Prepared as an assignment for the Southwest and
Central Pastoral Conference, LLS March 26, 27,
1973



- The big one (fact which disturbed me) was that
a decision to seeck abortion is a decisien to take
life...The friends with whom 1 have talked have

made it seem a very trivial matter. T knew they .

were wrong, and I think they knew they were
wrong. It was a kind of game teo treat the wholc
thing superficially so as to aveid the real an-
guish that is involved. It wouldn't work --

1'd only go through the angmish afterward any-
way. ..

"Superficially' is the way the subject is
treated on the strect level. The average person
is led to think of abortion as removing a piecc of
tissue from a poor girl who has been raped. We
shall see from a more thorough study of the matter
that much more is involved. The fact that Planncd
Parenthood of Minnesota cstimates between 10,000
and 15,000 abortions will be performed in ‘inne-
sota in 1973 should alert us that something more
is going on. (Rebert W. McCoy, head of ilinnesota's
only abortion elinic and vocal advocate of liberal
abortion, estimates the number will be 15,000 to
16,000. . The Population Council estimates 1.6 mil-
lion abortions will be done in the U. S. during
1973.) 3 '

Unfortunately, the churches are not speaking
clearly on the issue either. 1In 1970 the United
Presbyterian Church and the United Methodist Gen-
eral Conference declared the abortion problem teo
be a personal decision. 4 Other- church bodies have
followed their lead, especially in the light of the
1973 Supreme Court decision (Roe Vs. Wade). On the
other hand, therc are several church bodies which
have been unbending in their opposition to abor-
tion. The Roman church is by ne means unanimously
agreed on abortion, but officially it opposes it
without compromise. An interesting thing about
the abortion question is that it is an individual
issue. Opinion does not divide into the tradi-
tional stereotypes like liberal/conservative, Prot-
estant/Roman Cathalic, etc.
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Though this departs from the original assign-
ment, the aim of this survey will be to acquaint
pastors and church leaders with some of the implica-
tions of the present abortion situation in the hope
that they will do much more study and be able to
help inform others. Ignorance and inaction may be
the greatest enemy of the unborn. The author does
not pretend to cover all the implications of the
abortion drama. Nor does he claim insight into all
the problems. Anyone studying this subject is soon
humbled and hence cautious.

I. WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT WHEN WE SAY "ABORTION"?

In order to understand the subject it is most
helpful to have a basic knowledge of the "'Story of
Life." We will not deal with the reproductive
aspect. We will assume the sperm and ovum have
united in the fallopian tube. The process of grow-
ing begins at once. The new cell is called a zygote
(""joined'"). Although we speak of the sperm uniting
with the ovum (egg), it is actually to the nucleus
of the ovum that it is joined. The nucleus is about
thc same size as the sperm. The rest of the ovum is
the food supply which the newly-formed zygote will
use during the first few days. About the fifth day
the zygote should arrive in the uterus (womb) where
it will seek to implant itself to draw nourishment
from the rich lining of the womb. At the point of
contact between the mother and the baby, a special
organ, called the placenta, is formed. Because the

~~baby enters a new stage when it enters the uterus,

it is given a new name, blastocyst. Two weeks after
conception a third name 1is given, embryo, and after
two months a fourth name, fetus. Although each of
these names denotes a different stage of develop-
ment, the term "fetus' usually is used in a wider
sense to cover the time from conception to birth.

We will use it in this wider sense throughout this
paper.

During the implantation stage there is another
operation in progress. A sort of balloon called
the amniotic sac (bag of waters) is being formed
around the baby where he will float freely. The
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amniotic sac serves the two-fold purpose of sepa-
rating the embryo from the mother and protecting

him against injury.

During this same time there is a process of
magnificent development. All the organs are de-
veloped in the embryonic stage (first two months).
Only the finishing, perfecting and growing occur
during the fetal stage. According to David R.
Mace, a British sociologist:

By the end of the eighth week, when the embryo
changes its name and becomes a fetus, it is one
inch long, and now has full arms and legs, with
well-formed fingers and toes. The brain is at
work, because eleetrical activity can be detec-
ted by a machine doctors use for this purpose.
It is sensitive to touch -- if tickled on the
nese it will turn its head away! >

it was carefully noted by Dr. Mace, upon whom
the above description is dependent, that the con-
ceived child is different from the mother. He
showed how they have different bloodstreams (often
even different blood types) and how the amniotic
sac completely separates the child from the mother.
Geneticists point out that the DNA factor is settled
in the conception. This indicates that the con-
ceived child is unique and separate from his mother.
Yet another factor is the father's contribution to
the child. It cannot be maintained on any medical
grounds that the unborn child is part of the mother's
tissue, not at any stage after conception. The
"mother's tissue' argument is ''street talk' and does
not belong in the discussion among informed and ethi-
cal people.

Having this basic understanding of the "Story
of Life," we are ready to consider the ''Story of
Abortion." David Mace defines abortion thus:

...the fact must be faced that what abortion
means is the killing of the embryo or fetus.

The use of this unpleasant word is avoided in
most discussions of the subject. Even in medical
books the writers speak of "evacuating the con-
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tents of the uterus' or ''removing the fetal
tissue." But it is simply dishonest to evade
the fact that the embryo or fetus is alive when
the operation begins and dead when it is over. ©

The various methods of inducing abortions are
well known. Normally the intention in these pro-
cedures, with the exception of hysterotomy, is to
kill the fetus so it will come out. The four com-
monly used methods of abortion include DILATION AND
CURETTAGE, SUCTION CURETTAGE, SALTING OUT, AND HYS-
TEROTOMY. Dilation and curettage involves dilating
the uterus and with a sharp instrument scraping out
the contents. In the suction curettage method the
baby is torn from the wall of the uterus by a small
but powerful vacuum cleaner affectionately called
the '"baby scrambler." The '"salting out' method is
the most popular method on babies over 14 weeks. A
needle is inserted through the wall of the mother's
abdomen into the bag of waters. Through the needle
a salt solution is injected which slowly and pain-
fully kills the baby so he will come out. Hyster-
otomy, not to be confused with hysterectomy, is
basically the same as Caesarian delivery except the
baby in this case is incinerated.

Because there is confusion about terminology
we will define what we intend when we speak of vari-
ous kinds of ‘abortions. The first is therapeutic.
Therapeutic abortions are those performed to save
the life of the mother. 1In recent years this term
has been interpreted in a wide sense to include also
the mother's mental health, and under -that pretext
abortions have been performed for almost any reason.
A second term is induced. This describes the arti-
ficially produced terminations of the fetal life.
It technically refers to abortions other than thera-
peutic. A third type of abortion not often men-
tioned is the psychogenic abortion. These are psych-
ologically induced abortions or miscarriages. Ac-
cording to Rushdoony this is more common than we
realize, even among primitive tribes.

Rushdoony also delineates the three attitudes
toward abortion, other than the Christian attitude,
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which have been important historically. The first
is the "'statist concept common to Plato, Aristotle,
and every current socialist or wclfare state.
vhether such a state approves of abortion or not

is secondary to its basic premise that the matter
is within its moral jurisdiction in a legislative
manner; that is, the state assumes that its con-
siderations are basic, and its government over the
life of man the fundamental and ultimatc order for
man. llence the state can legalize or ban abortion
as an independent and determinative moral arbi-
ter." 9 This concept is employed by those who seek
a super-race or who scek to eliminate certain dis-
eases or "weak traits' from the population. It
also is used from the standpoint of economics. One
less baby is that much less welfare payment to that
mother.

The second attitude, called the familist con-
cept, makes the "family requirements' the ruling
factor. This argument was used by the wealthy
class at Rome which wanted to limit the number of
heirs. It is one of the foremost arguments advanced
for abortion in our country today. The idea is

nursed that another child "at this time" will put a -

strain upon the other members of the family. Or it
is thought that since another child would place a
financial burden upon the family, he should not be
allowed to be born. :

A third approach is called atomistic humanisn.
It makes the individual the ultimate moral arbiter.
It is typified in the argument of Women's Lib. 'A
woman ought to have the right to do what she wants
with her own body."

The “Story of Abortion' is a long one dating
back into history as early as Cir. 1500 B. C. The
Assyrians forbade the practice of abortion, ascrib-
ing as penalty, death. Among the Greeks infanti-
cide, abandonment and abortion were common. Plato
and Aristotle advocated such measures for popula-
tion centrol (statist concept). In Rome the wealthy
resorted to abortion to limit the number of heirs
among whom they would hiave to divide the estate.
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Among the slaves, where life was not highly re-
garded anyway, abortion was common. Soranus,
called the greatest of the Greek gynecologists,
reported that women resorted to abortion for threec
main reasons: ''to remove the evidence of adultery,
to maintain feminine beauty, and to safeguard the
life of the woman whose womb was too small to carry
a child." 10 Hippocrates, on the other hand, in-
cluded in the oath still taken today: "I will not
give to a woman an abortifacient pessary. In
purity %nd holiness I will guard my life and my
art." 1 In his historical review Dr. Lloyd A. Kal-
land makes the following citations:

Philo states that there was a terrible plight of
parents who practiced infanticide, stranglings
and drownings, exposing in the desert areas to
wild beasts, etc. Justin claimed that these per-
sons were killers of men. Moreover, in the APOL-
OGY we read that Christians were forbidden to
destroy even the fetus (9.8). In the Didache or
the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles this practice
was looked upon as identical with the killers of
children (5.2). 1In the Letter of Barnabas (early
second century) we read, '"Thou shalt not kill the
fetus by an abortion or commit infanticide" (19.5).
The same interpretation was made by Tertullian,
Cyprian and others.

In the Eastern Church, in the basic legislation
which was the Canons of St. Basel there was a
condemnation without qualification of all women
who committed abortion, whatever the state or
development of the fetus. In the West Jerome

also condemned this practice. This means that

for all intents and purposes, the life-giving pro-
cess was viewed as identical to life itself and

it was equally wrong to kill a fetus as it was to
take the life of a child.

The Roman Church to this day, following Augus-
tine and Thomas Aquinas, regards contraception and
abortion together as against nature and therefore
equal to murder. The Reformers differentiated be-
tween contraception and abortion, forbidding the
latter but not the former.
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-~ With such nearly unanimous agreement in the
Clhiristian Church until the present time that abor-
tion was homicide, if not wmurder, one would cxpect
the Scriptural evidence to be substantial. There
is, however, only one mention of abortion in Scrip-
turc and that is under heated devate cven among the
cvangelicals. Yet, the Scriptures do ring clear
when taken as a whole, as we shall sec. ‘

II. THEOLOGICAL VIEWS OF FETAL LIFE.

A. The Sanctity of Life.

The valuc one assigns to human life will de-
pend upon onc's belief about man's origin. The
humanist, for instance, who discounts the special
creation by God, vicws man as a "highly-developed
animal® or "rational animal." The distinction be-
tween beast and man is at least blurred. About life
the humanist believes: '"Man has given, and man has
taken away, blessed be man."

From the Christian standpoint there is quite
another view. To the creationist, life originates
by the special creation of God. '"And the Lord God
formed man out of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul.' (Genesis 2:7) Besides
the special care God took in the creation of man, it
is said that "'God created man in his image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female cre-
ated he them." (Genesis 1:27) Without discussing
what the “image.of God" means to various people, one
conclusion cannot escape us: only of man is it said
that he is created "in the image of God.'" The third
distinguishing characteristic of man is that he was
assigned to the stewardship of ruling over all the
rest of the creation. In the Christian view, life
is sacred first of all because it originates with
God our Creator.

The doctrine of Redemption also emphasizes the
sanctity of human life. The eternal Son of God en-
tered into humanness, taking upon Him a human body,

in order to redcem men's bodies as well as souls from

cverlasting death. Further, the resurrection of the
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body emphasizes the high priority God has placed
upon the human body.

Another dimension worthy of note is the indi-
viduality of redemption. We are not redeemed as a
race but as individuals, all known and desired by
the secking Savior who is '"not willing that any
should perish."

When we consider the Scriptural view of man's
life, we are put on notice that with human life we
are dealing with something which is known and treas-
ured by God. Any consideration of intervention with
human life is strictly forbidden by God in a special
commandment. Murderers forfeit their lives -~ "Who-
so sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed."
{Genesis 9:6).

With reference to the Christian view of the
human body C. S. Lewis has observed:

Christianity is almost the only one of the great
religions which thoroughly approves of the body --
which believes that matter is good, that God Him-
self once took on a human body, that some kind of
body is going to be given to us even in heaven and
is going to be an essential gart of our happiness,
our beauty, and our energy. 13

B. The Biblical View of the Fetus.

More pertinent to our study is the Bible's view
of the fetus or the unborn. Does the Bible consider
the fetus to be life coming under the protection of
the fifth commandment?

One of the main texts involved is Exodus 21:22-
23

If men strive and hurt a woman with child, so

that her fruit depart from her and yet no mis-
chief follow, he shall surely be punished, accord-
ing as the woman's husband will lay upon him; and
he shall pay as the judges determine. If any mis-
chief follow, then thou shalt give life for life.
(AV.))

Two major interpretations have been offered:
(a) If a pregnant woman is injured by men fighting
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