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Foreword

Isaiah 53 contains the great prophecy concerning the
Suffering Servant of God. As one reads this section of Scripture
it appears that the prophet Isaiah is standing underneath the cross
beholding Christ’s great sacrifice. Here the substitutionary atonement
of our Savior is clearly enunciated in the Old Testament: “He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes
we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) The essay entitled The Suffering
Servant of Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is an excellent exegetical study of
this section of Scripture. It’s author is the Rev. Joseph Abrahamson
of the Clearwater Parish in northern Minnesota.

The year 2004 marked the 475" anniversary of the printing
of Luther’s Large and Small Catechisms. Luther’s Catechisms are
among the most important handbooks of the Christian faith ever
written. In his essay entitled The Visitation Articles: Their History
and Impact on Luther s Catechisms the Rev. Tim Bartels shows the
connection between the Visitation Articles and Luther’s Catechisms.
The Rev. Bartels is the pastor at Saved By Grace Lutheran Church,
Gresham, Oregon.

In response to a congregation’s memorial requesting
reaffirmation of its position on the sanctity of marriage, the 2004
Synod Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod unanimously
issued the following statement: “We confess that Scripture condemns
homosexuality and extra-marital relations (fornication and adultery)
as sin. Nevertheless, when an individual caught up in such sins truly
repents, the forgiveness of the Gospel is to be fully applied. We
confess that the divine institution of marriage is to be heterosexual,
in which, according to God’s design, a man and a woman may enjoy
a life-long companionship in mutual love. We teach on the basis
of Holy Scripture that marriage is the only proper context for the
expression of sexual intimacy and for the procreation of children.
See Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9, 18 and 7:2-9, John 4:17-
18, 1 John 1:9, Genesis 1:27-28 and 2:18-24, and Matthew 19:4-
6.” The essay Dealing with the Bombardment of the Homosexual
Agenda by the Rev. Robert A. Harting explains the Biblical position
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on homosexuality. The Rev. Harting is the pastor at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, Indianola, Iowa.
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The Suffering Servant of
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Joseph Abrahamson

Introduction

TURY 2vMBR oM VI AT NNy

The goals of this paper are:

1) To review and appreciate the text in its canonical setting and
use.

2) To engender a greater love for and knowledge of the text and
its message.

3) And to help the reader apply the text and its message to
himself and others in our own contexts of life: liturgically,
confessionally, personally, and as soul-care for the flocks of
God.

T is used to show which texts are part of the regular reading
cycle in the Historic Pericope as found in the ELH.

Reading Isaiah: The General Context

Isaiah lived 700 years before the birth of the Messiah. The book
is a collection of prophecies—both sermonic and predictive. The
arrangement of the utterances is important, for there are thematic
arrangements within the text. These are especially noticeable when
the text is read with an understanding of the proper distinction
between the Law and the Gospel as it is fulfilled in the person of
Jesus Christ.

The Servant In Isaiah: The Context of the Servant

Is the Servant always the same person? No, much of the debate
concerning the meaning of Isaiah 52:13-53:12 centers around
who the servant is. Blenkinsopp gives a 9 page bibliography of
books and articles specifically addressing the interpretation of
the Servant in Isaiah chapters 40 to 55 from a mostly historical-
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critical perspective.! Explicitly anti-Christian interpretations* make
an effort to point out that the servant is Israel by means of a very
selective use of passages—for example, Shlomo Ishtov for the “The
Messiah Truth Project, Inc. ... a non-profit organization established
to combat the deceptive missionary techniques of evangelical
Christian denominations and the Messianic movements’™ writes of
Isaiah 53:

This is the only place in all of the Hebrew bible that a prophecy
of a messiah who is to die for the sins of others is attempted.
...[M]essianic prophecies never appear alone, and are always
spoken by more than one prophet, which makes this claim
highly suspect. Indeed even if this is the case, the verses speak
nothing of the requirement to believe in Jesus’ atonement in
order to receive it. In fact, the Christian notion that Jesus died
to save people from their sins is based solely on belief. There is
no proof that this actually happened. This verse is so important
as a “proof text” for the messiahship of Jesus, that Christian
translators have been willing to change the original language to
make it better fit their concept...*

There are three main contentions in this statement:

1) That Isaiah 53 is “the only place in all of the Hebrew bible that

a prophecy of a messiah who is to die for the sins of others is
attempted.”
In order to make this claim Mr. Ishtov must ignore many
passages which both in the New Testament and in Rabbinic
tradition are understood as referring to a Messiah who would
die for the sins of others. Some of these passages are: Psalms
16:8-11, 22, 40, 109, Gen. 3:15, Isaiah 50:6-8

2) That “There is no proof” that Jesus actually died to save
people from sin.

In order to make this claim Mr. Ishtov must dismiss the New
Testament off hand as if it were fiction. This is simply stating
that he does not believe what the New Testament says.

3) That “Christian translators have been willing to change the
original language to make it better fit their concept.”

It is true that there are some Christians who have done this.
But it is more common among non-Christians. The whole
movement of Historical Criticism with all its hypothetical
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sources for the Bible, its emendations of the Biblical text, and
creation of hypothetical layers of redaction does not come
from the orthodox Christian Church.

The passages Mr. Ishtov gives as proof that the Servant is the Nation
of Israel in ch. 53 are these:

Isaiah 41:8-9 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I have
chosen, descendant of Abraham, my friend; You whom I have
called from its remotest parts, and said to you, you are My
servant, I have chosen you and not rejected you.

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I shall uphold; My
chosen one, whom My soul desired; I have placed My spirit
upon him so he can bring forth justice to the nations.

Isaiah 43:10 You are my witnesses, declares Hashem, and my
servant whom I have chosen: that you may know and believe
me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no god
formed, neither shall there be after me.

Isaiah 44:1-2 But now listen, O Jacob my servant, and Israel
whom I have chosen: Thus says Hashem, who made you, and
formed you from the womb, who will help you, “Do not fear O
Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen.”

Isaiah 44:21 Remember these things O Jacob, and Israel, for
you are My servant, [ have formed you, you are My servant, O
Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me.

Isaiah 45:4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, and Israel, my
chosen one, [ have even called you by your name.

Isaiah 48:20 Go forth out of Babylon, flee from the Kasdim
with a voice of singing declare, tell this, say it even to the ends
of the earth; say “Hashem has redeemed His servant Jacob.”
Isaiah 49:3 And said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in
whom I will be glorified.”

While it is true that 72V does often refer to Israel in the book
of Isaiah, it does not always do so. In fact, Mr. Ishtov has included
42:1, which explicitly does not name Israel as the servant. This is
an interesting inclusion, given his claim that “Christian translators
have been willing to change the original language to make it better
fit their concept.” It is also interesting to note in what sense Israel
is the Servant in the passages cited by Mr. Ishtov. These will be
marked with an asterisk * as they are discussed below.

Mr. Ishtov’s interpretation is not accepted by all Jews, neither
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at present, nor through history. Rabbi Mosheh Kohen Ibn Crispin
(14™ century) was a rabbi who denied that the Servant of Isaiah 53
was national Israel. He rejected such an interpretation and such false
interpreters as those:

having forsaken the knowledge of our Teachers, and inclined
after the “stubbornness of their own hearts,” and of their own
opinion, I am pleased to interpret it, in accordance with the
teaching of our Rabbis, of the King Messiah....This prophecy
was delivered by Isaiah at the divine command for the purpose
of making known to us something about the nature of the future
Messiah, who is to come and deliver Israel, and his life from the
day when he arrives at discretion until his advent as a redeemer,
in order that if anyone should arise claiming to be himself
the Messiah, we may reflect, and look to see whether we can
observe in him any resemblance to the traits described here; if
there is any such resemblance, then we may believe that he is
the Messiah our righteousness; but if not, we cannot do so.”

Often 92Y is used to refer to Israel as an unfaithful Servant

made up of unrepentant sinners. In some contexts 72y is limited
to refer to the remnant of unfaithful Israel who are repentant and
redeemed. But it is also used in the oracles to refer to others. A full

examination of the use of =72Y in these contexts is essential to prevent

the exegete from misapplying the usage of 712V in one context upon
another.® In order to clarify how the word is used I have included a
summary of its uses in Isaiah. The following discussion looks only

at uses of 72Y in the singular.

The uses of 72V in the singular

These may be categorized as follows:

Passages in which 72V refers to special servants named in
Isaiah

Isaiah 20:3
TP TR 20 TERD M TN
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And the Lord said “Just as Isaiah, My Servant walked.”

Isaiah is called the Lord’s Servant as a figure of the unfaithful
nation of Egypt. Isaiah walked naked and barefoot for three years to
show that sinful Egypt will be led away naked and barefoot by the
king of Assyria. Isaiah is an object lesson in how the Law of God
applies to sinful Egypt.

Isaiah 22:20

TPOMR BPIND T2N7 IR
And I called to My Servant, to Eliakim ben Hilkiah.

Sennacherib laid siege against Jerusalem during King
Hezekiah’s reign. Eliakim was one of the Jewish leaders who
spoke with the Assyrians on behalf of King Hezekiah (see 2 Kings
18:18,26,37; Isaiah 36:3,11,22). Hezekiah sent Eliakim to Isaiah in
sackcloth to pray for God’s mercy. (2 Kings 19:2; Isaiah 37:2).

Isaiah 37:35
2y M7 b
For the sake of David, My Servant.

Hezekiah humbled himself and prayed to God for deliverance
from Sennacherib. Isaiah spoke the Word of the Lord against
Sennacherib’s army because God looked favorably on Hezekiah’s
repentance and for the sake of His promise to His servant David.

Passages where 72D refers generically to a servant or worker:
Isaiah 24:2
TIIND 720D (722 BYD MM

and the people will be like the priest,
the servant like his master.

a servant in contrast to rulers
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In this context every class of citizen in Israel will be severely
judged by the Lord for their idolatry, whether servant or lord, etc.

Isaiah 36:9

DURPT "IN VTIV N A2 2 NR 2R TN
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How then can you repulse one official of the
least of my master's servants and rely on
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?

Sennacherib’s cupbearer speaking of a soldier

In this speech from Sennacherib’s cupbearer to Eliakim, the
cupbearer refers to one of the least of his master’s servants as being
stronger than Israel’s army.

Passages where 72V refers to Israel the Unfaithful Servant: The
External Church.

Isaiah 42:19

This is the second 72v in this chapter. As we will see below
this usage is an unfavorable comparison between the Faithful Servant
in the first half of the chapter and the unfaithful servant Israel in this
second half of the chapter.

This is a passage that should have been listed as an example
that the Servant does in some contexts mean Israel. However, this
reference is unflattering to Israel and to the External Church. God
begins in v. 18 with a reprimand to the people in the 2™ person
plural. He then speaks of them as His unfaithful Servant.

mouy "o¥5R3 WM TarER D W n
I TRpD W1 PR W h
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Who is blind but My servant?

Or deaf, as my messenger whom I sent?

Who is blind as he who is perfect,

and blind as the LORD s servant?

The point of the comparison is harsh. Where the faithful
Servant in the first half of the chapter shares God’s glory, the
unfaithful Servant Israel receives the full preaching of the Law for
its unwillingness to hear this message. Indeed this is as explicit as it
can get in the verses following v. 19:

2You see many things, but do not pay attention. Your ears
are open, but not any hears. 2The LORD is well pleased for
His righteousness sake; He will magnify the Law and make it
honorable. ’But this is a people robbed and spoiled; all of them
snared in holes, and they are hidden in prison-houses; they have
been taken, and none delivers them; a prize, and none says, Give
back. *Who among you will hear this? He will listen and hear
for the time to come? **Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel
to robbers? Did not the LORD, against whom we have sinned?
For they would not walk in His ways, nor did they obey His
law. 2So He has poured on him the fury of His anger, and the
strength of battle. And it has set him on fire all around, yet he
did not know; and it burned him, yet he did not lay it to heart.

Isaiah 43*

Israel is the Unfaithful Servant who is redeemed not for his
own sake, but for God’s sake. They are called as witnesses to their
own unworthiness. They are called to repent.

Isaiah 43:10

1R PR TWR TIYY MTEN Y oo
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You are My witnesses, says the LORD,
and My servant whom I have chosen
that you may know and believe Me,
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and understand that I am He.

Before Me no God was formed,

nor shall there be after Me.

The context states what Israel is redeemed from and how
pathetic their position before God is. They are unable to save
themselves or anyone else, as the context clearly states:

21 This people that I formed for Myself; they shall declare My
praise. 2 But you have not called on Me, O Jacob; but you have
been weary of Me, O Israel. 2 You have not brought Me the
lamb of your burnt offerings; nor have you honored Me with
your sacrifices. I have not caused you to serve with an offering,
nor wearied you with incense. 2 You have bought Me no sweet
cane with silver, nor have you filled Me with the fat of your
sacrifices; but you have burdened Me with your sins; you have
wearied Me with your iniquities. >* I, I am He who blots out
your sins for My own sake, and will not remember your sins.
26 Cause Me to remember; let us enter into judgment; declare
yourself, that you may be justified. >’ Your first father has
sinned, and your teachers have sinned against Me. ® And I will
defile rulers of the sanctuary, and will give Jacob to the curse,
and Israel to reproaches.

Isaiah 44*

In Isaiah 44 =92Y occurs 5 different times. Mostly it is used of
Israel, including the unbelievers in her midst. In verse 26, however,

T2y contextually refers to the prophets of God in distinction from
Israel.

Isaiah 44:1-2
i2 ' SMjEm T2y 2P vnY Ao

Yet now hear, O Jacob My servant,
and Israel whom I have chosen.

T e TN TR M s
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Thus says the LORD who made you,
and formed you from the womb,

He will help you;

Fear not, O Jacob My servant,

and Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

Verses 2-8 speak of God alone being the source of their
redemption and salvation. He calls for their repentance. Verses 9-20
speak of Israel’s idolatry and its forgetting of God. But even though
Israel forgets God, God does not forget His promise. Israel is an
unfaithful servant, but God calls Israel to repent on the basis of His
redemption.

Isaiah 44:21-22

TANTTAY 02 ORI 3PY NN
N XS SN mmw 5mToy e

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel;
for you are My servant;

I have formed you,

you are My servant, O Israel,

you shall not be forgotten by Me.

W21 TRYR 23 N
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I have blotted out, as a thick cloud,
your transgressions,
and, as a cloud, your sins;

return to Me; for I have redeemed you.
(1 Series, Trinity 19)

Verses 23-28 are a song praising the Lord’s greatness in all
His works, especially His redemption of His people. One of the
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things which shows forth His greatness is how He makes His word
known and confounds the false prophets. The teaching of this song
is “It is the Lord Who does these things.” The final use of 72V in
this chapter is not a reference to the people of Israel as above, but
contextually it speaks of a special Servant.

Isaiah 45%

In Isaiah 45 the specific messiah spoken of is Cyrus. Cyrus
would issue an edict to rebuild Jerusalem. (Il Chr. 36:22-23; Ezra
1) Israel is the servant mentioned in this passage. Israel is, however,
passive in its redemption from the Babylonian Captivity. The context
of Israel’s idolatry in vv. 9-11 and v. 20 makes clear the undeserved
nature of this rescue from the Babylonian Captivity. Even with
reference to the return from Captivity, Israel is an unfaithful and
undeserving servant. The closing words of chapter 45 emphasize the
undeserving situation of Israel.

Isaiah 45:4

2 O8N 3Py oy wnb
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For the sake of My servant Jacob,
and Israel My chosen,

I have even called you by your name;
I have named you,

though you have not known me.

Isaiah 48*

Isaiah 48 is highly uncomplimentary toward the people of
Israel. God castigates them for their unfaithfulness as His servant.
He calls them to repentance, to follow His Word.” In this call to
repentance God gives the consequence in verses 20ff. In verse 20
the unfaithful servant is named.
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Isaiah 48:20
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Go out of Babylon; flee from the Chaldeans.

In a singing voice let it be told!

Let this be heard! Let it go out to the end of the earth;
say, “The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob.”

Jacob is in need of redemption, and the prophecy puts
forward the hope that this song can be sung in spite of Israel’s
unfaithfulness.

Passages where 712 refers to Israel Excluding Unbelievers:
The Hidden Church

Isaiah 41%

Isaiah 41 is a prophecy of comfort to the believers in the
Northern Exile. Unfaithful and undeserving, they are penitent and
awaiting God’s final redemption.

Isaiah 41:8-9
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But you, Israel, are My servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen
the seed of Abraham, My friend;
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whom I have taken from the ends of the earth

and called you from its sides.

And I said to you, You are My servant,

I have chosen you, and not cast you away.

The closing verses 21-29 show that the loss of people who
were external Israel, the visible Church, during the exile was a
purging of the unfaithful.

Passages where 720 refers to the the One Who will Redeem
Israel: The Savior.

Isaiah 42*
Isaiah 42:1

NSY PR I2TTRON A 7
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Behold My Servant, whom I uphold;

My Elect, in whom My soul delights.

I have put My Spirit on Him;

He shall bring out judgment to the nations.
(1 Series, Baptism of Jesus)

Of all the passages Mr. Ishtov selected as evidence that the
Servant refers to Israel, this one was not a good choice. Although
the second use of the word in v. 19 is in reference to Israel, this one
is not. The context clearly defines this Servant. In verses 1-5 God
describes the Servant in the 3™ person singular.

In verses 6-7 He speaks to the Servant in the 2" person
singular. And here God is sharing His glory with His Servant. His
Servant is given as the covenant, His Servant is given as the Light.

T the LORD have called You in righteousness, and will hold
Your hand, and will keep You, and give You for a covenant
of the people, for a Light of the nations;’ to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, those who sit in
darkness out of the prison house.



156 LSQ 45: 2&3

In verses 8-12 God addresses Israel and the Nations about
what His faithful Servant will accomplish. Here we note that God
says that His glory belongs to Himself alone, He “will not give it to
another.” And we have just seen God giving glory to His Servant in
verses 6-7 in contrast with the people of Israel in v. 12.

Isaiah 44

The word 72Y is used one more time in this chapter. Above
we saw how =2 was used in reference to the Unfaithful Servant
Israel. In these verses its use is contextually separated from the
previous passages.

Isaiah 44:25-26

53@? DAY 7INR DMDT 2

He brings to nothing the signs of the liars,
and makes diviners mad;

He turns the wise backward,

and makes their knowledge foolish;,

DO mRT oY roNSR NsYY $TaY 737 o
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He establishes the word of His Servant,

and makes good the counsel of His messengers;
He says to Jerusalem, She shall have people;
and to the cities of Judah, You shall be built,
and I will raise up the waste places of it.

In these two passages the Lord is the one who confounds false
prophecy, establishes the particular word of His particular Servant,
and validates the messages of his prophets. This is the essence of
the contrast. The Servant and His (God’s/the Servant’s) messengers
give this word to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah—that is, they
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give it to National Israel. Compare the way the Servant is spoken of
here in v. 26 to that of the Prophet in Deuteronomy 18:18f:

Deuteronomy 18:18-19

TP CITN 20p 0T PN XD
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1 will raise them up a Prophet

from among their brothers, one like you,
and will put My words in His mouth.
And He shall speak to them

all that I shall command Him.

MIITON IRUTRD R UNT M
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And it shall be, the man who does not listen to My words
which He shall speak in My name, I will require it of him.
(1% Series, Epiphany 2)

In view of this Deuteronomy passage consider the following
ironic anti-Christian claim on the Christian use of Isaiah 53:

Letus ask ourselves, “Why doesn’t our Bible ever tell us that we
will face dire consequences if we do not accept our messiah?”’
The answer is simple: when the messiah really comes, he will
be accepted. There is no need for a command to believe in him.
The very fact that I deny that Jesus is the messiah proves that
he isn’t our messiah. !

Yes, there is a simple answer, but it is not the one they wish to
hear. Besides the obvious refusal to admit Dt. 18:19 and many other
passages which do make such a demand or face the consequences
there is another irony about this quotation. The circular logic of the
last sentence in the quotation follows a section (not included here)
which claims Christians must use circular reasoning to prove Jesus
is the Messiah.
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Isaiah 49*

Mr. Ishtov refers to v. 3 as support for the identity of Israel
with the Servant. And, yes! The passage does name Israel as the
servant. But the context requires an accurate interpretation of what
the word “Israel” means in this chapter. “Israel” is not National
Israel, nor is it Judaism. The actual man whom God named Israel is
used as a figure of the coming Messiah.

Isaiah 49:3
INENN TN DN AONTTRY 5 RN

and said to Me, You are My servant,

O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.
(3" Series, Epiphany)

Why should the Servant be understood as not referring to
National Israel? Because the rest of the chapter defines exactly who
this Servant is. Verse 5 shows us that the Servant and God Himself
cannot be easily distinguished from each other, but that the Servant
and National Israel are distinct from each other.

Isaiah 49:5
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And now, says the LORD

who formed Me from the womb to be His servant,
to bring Jacob again to Him,

Though Israel is not gathered,

vet I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD,
and My God shall be My strength.

(3" Series, Epiphany)

The Servant will gather Jacob “to Him.” The “to Him” could
be either the Servant or God in this construction. We know that God
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does not give His glory to any other. But this servant is “glorious in
the eyes of the Lord.”

Isaiah 49:6

LAUNN DRI T2 D AN Opl TN
TRON WTZ ORI TEN 2Py
TIRT 3P Nyt pvab ova b

And He said, “It is but a little thing that

You should be My servant to raise up

the tribes of Jacob, and to bring back

the preserved ones of Israel;

1 will also give You for a light to the nations,

to be My salvation to the end of the earth.”
(3% Series, Epiphany)

Attributes of God are given to the Servant. He is light to the
nations, He is salvation. He, however, i1s not Jacob nor Israel, but
the One who will restore Jacob and Israel.

Isaiah 49:7
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So says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel,
His Holy One, to Him whom man despises,
to Him whom the nation hates,

the servant of rulers:

Kings shall see and arise,

rulers also shall worship,

because of the LORD who is faithful,

the Holy One of Israel,

and He shall choose You.
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Further attributes of God are credited to the Servant. This
One redeems Israel. Though the nations hate Him, though He is
despised, though He is the servant of rulers, Kings and rulers shall
worship Him.

Isaiah 50

The very idea of a suffering Messiah seems repugnant to many
of the modern anti-Christian missionary groups. In this chapter we
find that the Servant who is named in verse 10 is described in verses
4-9 as suffering at the hands of those around Him. So, obviously, in
their minds, this must not be the Messiah. But note how v. 10 echoes
Deuteronomy 18:19 and repeats the themes about the Messianic
Servant we have noted above concerning chs. 44 and 49.

Isaiah 50:10
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Who among you fears the LORD,

who obeys the voice of His servant,

who walks in darkness and has no light?
Let him trust in the name of the LORD
and rest on his God.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

This leads to the fin al occurrences of <2y in the singular.
Remember, the claim is that “My Servant” in this context is
supposed to mean National Israel. However, Isaiah says in verse 8 of
this passage “for the transgression of My people He was stricken.”
There is a direct contrast between the Servant and those named by
Isaiah as “My people.”
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Isaiah 52:13
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Behold, My Servant shall rule well;
He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

Isaiah 53:11
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He shall see the fruit of the travail of His soul.
He shall be fully satisfied.

By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant
Jjustify for many,

and He shall bear their iniquities.

(1% Series, Good Friday)

General Structure of the Text

A. Pieper suggested that Isaiah 40-66 is highly structured as a
trio of triads, with each triad containing three discourses. In his own
commentary, E. Young adapts Pieper’s outline minimally modified,
albeit in Calvinistic terminology. Pieper’s three main parts are:"

Part 1: Chapters 40-48 The Glory of God’s Power Is the
Guarantee of Israel’s Deliverance.

Part 2: Chapters 49-57 The Redemption from the Guilt of Sin.
Part 3: Chapters 58-66 The Spiritual, Eternal Deliverance.

Pieper sees part 2 structured as follows:

First Triad: Chapters 49-51: The Faithfulness of the Lord
Accomplishes the Salvation of Israel.

Second Triad: Chapters 52-54: The Lord’s Zealous Love Leads
His Servant Safely through His Vicarious Suffering and together
with Him His Afflicted Congregations to Sublime Glory.

Third Triad: Chapters 55-57: An Appealing Invitation to Accept
the Lord’s Salvation; Renunciation of Those Who Despise the
Call.
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Focusing in on the Second Triad, Pieper distinguishes these three
discourses:

First Discourse: Chapters 52:1-12. Because of the triumphant
howling of the tyrannical enemies, and because of their
blasphemies against His holy Name, the Lord will glorify
the newly sanctified Jerusalem and reveal His holy arm by
redeeming His people and leading them safely home.

Second Discourse: Chapters 52:13-53:12. The Lord exalts to
divine glory the Servant who had been sent to humble Himself
and take upon Himself the guilt of all as their substitute.

Third Discourse: Chapter 54. The glorification of the afflicted
congregation.

Within this Second Discourse Pieper discerns 5 strophes:

First Strophe 52:13-15: The Servant of the Lord, who was
humbled beneath what is human, is exalted far above what is
human.'?

Second Strophe: 53:1-3: The inhuman degradation of the
Servant.'*

Third Strophe: 53:4-6: He bore our chastisement.'

Fourth Strophe: 53:7-9: Patiently He suffered every wrong,
although He was innocent. '

Fifth Strophe: 53:10-12: The more than human exaltation of the
Servant.'¢

Our text is the middle discourse in the middle triad of the
middle part. The central passages of this middle part are:

“Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
3 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was on him;
and with his stripes we are healed.
¢ All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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The Suffering Servant:
Scriptural, Historical and Confessional Interpretation

?(Is. 52:13-53:12, Good Friday)

Is. 52:13-53:12 is not a narrative outlining a specific order
of events. It is a meditation on the significance of one particular
event. This text is focused on the the sacrifice of God’s Servant on
Good Friday as if it had been accomplished already in the memory
of Isaiah. This meditation, this sermon, asks the hearer to consider

who the Servant is;

what is sinful humanity’s reaction to the Servant;

what He has done for the world, for Israel, and for the hearer;
what this cost the Servant;

whether God wanted this to happen;

and what greatness belongs to the Servant because of this
work.

SNk v =

2> pa2 vy Isaiah Chapter S2

First Strophe 52:13-15: The Servant of the Lord, who
was humbled beneath what is human, is exalted far
above what is human."”

Isaiah 52:13a
12y S man

Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently;

Verse 13 presents an action and its consequence. Both the
action and the consequence in this context can refer only to the
Messiah. The first part of the verse presents the action. In the
contexts where God names National Israel as His servant there is
always an emphasis on their unfaithfulness, their unworthiness, their
sin and defilement of His name. The opening line of this passage
stands in stark contrast to those other contexts. Here God names
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His Servant who will deal prudently, one who acts according to
God’s instruction. The choice of the word 5ou» “deal prudently” is
significant. King David’s action under Saul is the example:

I Samuel 18:12-15 > And Saul was afraid of David, because the
LORD was with him and had departed from Saul. '* And Saul
moved him away from himself, and made him his commander
over a thousand. And he went out and came in before the
people. '* And David 5 2tn dealt prudently in all his ways.
And the LORD was with him. '> And when Saul saw that he
5’:&;7?_: dealt very prudently, he was afraid of him.

Similarly King Hezekiah’s submission to God’s Will is
shown by this word:

2 Kings 18: 7 And the Lord has been with him [King Hezekiah],
in every place where he goes out he 5*su* dealt prudently, and
he rebelleth against the king of Asshur, and hath not served
him;

Both of these uses of >su rest on the promise in Deuteronomy
29:8:

Therefore, keep the words of this covenant and do them, so that
you may *>"own act prudently in all that you do.

Psalm 2 emphasizes that sinful humans deal prudently by
faith in the Messiah:

10" And now be wise, O kings; 1S>own deal prudently,
O judges of the earth. "' Serve the LORD with fear, and
rejoice with trembling. '* Kiss the Son, lest He be angry,
and you perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled in
but a little time. Blessed are all who put their trust in Him.
T (1* Series, Christmas Vigil)

How does the rest of the Old Testament speak of a special,
specific man who would come and do prudently according to God’s
will? Here are a few examples:

Deuteronomy 18:18-19 I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brothers, one like you, and will put My words in



LSQ 45: 2&3 165

His mouth. And He shall speak to them all that I shall command
Him. "And it shall happen, whatever man will not listen to My
words which He shall speak in My name, I will require it of him.
TF(1* Series, Epiphany 2)
Psalm 40:7-10 "Then I said, Lo, I come, in the volume of the
Book it is written of Me; ® I delight to do Your will, O My
God; and Your law is within My heart. ° I have preached
righteousness in the great congregation; lo, I have not kept
back My lips, O LORD, You know. ' I have not hidden
Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your
faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not hidden Your
loving-kindness and Your truth from the great congregation.
T (Annunciation)

Note that the other passages which speak of the Servant not
as Israel, but as God’s special chosen individual emphasize that that
Servant will do the will of the Father:

Isaiah 42:1 Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; My
Elect, in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit
on Him; He shall bring out judgment to the nations.
(1% Series, Baptism of Jesus; 2™ Series, Lent 2)

Isaiah 49:1-6 ! Listen, O coastlands, to Me; and listen, lend
your ear , peoples from afar; the LORD has called Me from the
womb; He has made mention of My name from My mother’s
bowels. ? And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; in
the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, and made Me a
polished shaft. He has hidden Me in His quiver, * and said to
Me, You are My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.
4 Then I said, I have labored in vain; I have spent My strength
for nothing, and in vain; yet surely My judgment is with the
LORD, and My work with My God. * And now, says the
LORD who formed Me from the womb to be His servant, to
bring Jacob again to Him, Though Israel is not gathered, yet I
shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and My God shall
be My strength. ¢ And He said, It is but a little thing that You
should be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to
bring back the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You for
a light to the nations, to be My salvation to the end of the earth.
(3" Series, Epiphany)

Isaiah 50:4-7 * The Lord Yahweh has given Me the tongue of
the learned, to know to help the weary with a word. He wakens
morning by morning, He wakens the ear to hear as the learned.
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The Lord Yahweh has opened My ear, and I was not rebellious,
nor turned away backwards. ¢ I gave My back to the strikers,
and My cheeks to pluckers; I did not hide My face from shame
and spitting. 7 For the Lord Yahweh will help Me; therefore I
have not been ashamed. On account of this I have set My face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

Isaiah is not the only prophet to make explicit reference to
the Servant and His role in forgiving the sins of the world.

Zechariah 3:9 ° For behold! I will bring forth My Servant the
Branch. For behold the stone that I have set before Joshua: On
one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave its engraving,
says the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that
land in one day.

The New Testament is explicit about Jesus’ nature as the
Servant of the Father and the Servant of Humanity.

Matthew 20:25-28 2 But Jesus called them and said, You know
that the rulers of the nations exercise dominion over them, and
they who are great exercise authority over them. 2 However,
it shall not be so among you. But whoever desires to be great
among you, let him be your servant. 2’ And whoever desires to
be chief among you, let him be your servant; ** even as the Son
of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many. (Mk 10:42-45)

The New Testament is explicit about Who’s will Jesus came
to do. He dealt prudently according to the Will of the Father:

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do
the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
(2" Series, Epiphany 3)

John 5:30 I can do nothing of My own self. As I hear, I judge,
and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will,
but the will of the Father who has sent Me.

John 6:36-40 ¢ But I said to you that you also have seen
Me and do not believe. ¥ All that the Father gives Me shall
come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will in no way
cast out. ** For I came down from Heaven, not to do My own
will but the will of Him who sent Me. ** And this is the will
of the Father who sent Me, that of all which He has given



LSQ 45: 2&3 167
Me I should lose nothing but should raise it up again at the
last day. *° And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes on Him should
have everlasting life. And I will raise him up at the last day.
T (2™ Series, Trinity 24)

John 8:21-30 *' Then Jesus said again to them, I go away,
and you shall seek Me and shall die in your sins. Where I go,
you cannot come.”? Then the Jews said, Will he kill himself?
Because he says, Where I go you cannot come. > And He said
to them, You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this
world; [ am not of this world. > Therefore I said to you that you
shall die in your sins, for if you do not believe that I AM, you
shall die in your sins. » Then they said to Him, Who are you?
And Jesus said to them, Even the same which I also say to you.
¢ T have many things to say and to judge of you, but He who
sent Me is true, and I speak to the world those things what I
heard of Him. ?” They did not understand that He spoke to them
of the Father. ® Then Jesus said to them, When you have lifted
up the Son of man, then you shall know that I AM, and that I
do nothing of Myself, but as My Father has taught Me, I speak
these things. ¥ And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father
has not left Me alone, for I always do those things which please
Him. *° As He spoke these words, many believed upon Him.
John 9:4 “T must work the works of him that sent me, while it
is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.”

John 14:31 “But that the world may know that I love the Father;
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise,
let us go hence.”

T (1st Series, Pentecost: 1st service)

Matthew 26:42 He went away again the second time, and
prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.

One of the chief objections to interpreting this chapter as
referring to the Messiah is the following:

Isaiah 53 is vague. A servant is mentioned, but not identified.
Isaiah does not say “Behold, my Servant the messiah shall deal
prudently....” and if you read this chapter very carefully, you
will see no reference to a “messiah”, a “king of the Jews”, or a
“Branch of Jesse”. There is nothing in Isaiah 53 that suggests
that it’s about the messiah. (To say that it must be about the
messiah because only the messiah will do these things is again,
circular reasoning)'®
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This claim goes against context and history. Only recently
have teachers in Judaism denied that Jews ever believed the
Messiah is the subject of this text. While there are early rabbinic
interpretations claiming that the Servant in this chapter is National
Israel, there were also those in Judaism who recognized that this
passage is speaking of the Messiah. This will become more and
more evident as quotations from the rabbinic sources are included
in this paper under the relevant passages.

First, Targum Jonathan is an Aramaic paraphrase of the Old
Testament done by Jews and for Jews in the early 2™ century A.D. It
states:

‘Behold my servant Messiah shall prosper; he shall be high,
and increase, and be exceeding strong: as the house of Israel
looked to him through many days, because their countenance
was darkened among the peoples, and their complexion beyond
the sons of men.”” (Targum Jonathan on Isaiah 53, ad locum,
emphasis added.)

Isaiah 52:13b
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He shall be high and lifted up and be very high.

The second half of verse 13 tells us of the consequence of
the Servant dealing prudently. As a result of the Servant’s following
the Will of the Father He shall be exalted. Again, this does not fit
with National Israel. The Old Testament contains many references
to the exaltation of the Messiah."

I Samuel 2:10 The foes of the LORD shall be broken
to pieces. He thunders in the heavens upon them. The
LORD shall judge the ends of the earth. And He shall give
strength to His king, and exalts the horn of His anointed.
9 (1% Series, Trinity 17)

I Chronicles 17:11-14 "' And it will be, when your days have
ended so that you must go to be with your fathers, I will raise
up your seed after you, who shall be from your sons. And I will
make his kingdom sure. '? He shall build Me a house, and I will
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establish his throne forever. !* I will be his Father, and he shall
be My son. And I will not take My mercy away from him as I
took it from him who was before you. ** And I will settle him in
My house, and in My kingdom forever. And his throne shall be
established forever.

Psalm 2:7-8 7 I will declare the decree of the LORD. He has
said to Me, You are My Son; today I have begotten You. ®
Ask of Me, and I shall give the nations for Your inheritance;
and the uttermost parts of the earth for Your possession.
(1% Series, Christmas Vigil, Easter Day-2" Service)

Psalm 8:6 You made him rule over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet.

T (1st Series, Name of Jesus, Trinity Sunday)

Psalm 16:11 You will make Me know the way of life; in Your
presence is fullness of joys. At Your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

Psalm 110:1, 5 ' The LORD said to my Lord, Sit at My right
hand until I place Your enemies as Your footstool. ... * The Lord
at Your right hand shall strike through kings in the day of His
wrath.

Daniel 7:13-14 " [ saw in the night visions, and behold, One
like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.
" And dominion and glory was given Him, and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations and languages, should serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

169

The New Testament is explicit about the exaltation of Jesus

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All
authority is given to Me in Heaven and in earth.

John 17:4-5 * I have glorified You upon the earth. I have
finished the work which You have given Me to do. * And
now Father, glorify Me with Yourself with the glory which
I had with You before the world was. (and see vv 20-24)
(2" Series, Easter 4)

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly
that God made this same Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ.

T (3rd Series, Pentecost)

Ephesians 1:20-23 2 which He worked in Christ in raising Him
fromthe dead, and He seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly
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places,?! far above all principality and authority and power and
dominion, and every name being named, not only in this world,
but also in the coming age. 2?And He has put all things under
His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,
# which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
(3" Series, Easter)

Philippians 2:9-11 9 Therefore God has highly exalted Him,
and has given Him a name which is above every name, 10 that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly ones,
and of earthly ones, and of ones under the earth; 11 and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

T (1st Series, Palm Sunday)

I Peter 3:21-22 *' which figure now also saves us, baptism; not
a putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ; >*who
is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven, where the
angels and authorities and powers are being subjected to Him.
(1 Series, Easter 3)

Revelation 5:9-13 ° And they sang a new song, saying, You
are worthy to take the book and to open its seals, for You were
slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every
kindred and tongue and people and nation. '* And You made us
kings and priests to our God, and we will reign over the earth. "
And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the
throne, and the living creatures and the elders. And the number
of them was myriads and myriads, and thousands of thousands,
12 saying with a great voice, Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor
and glory and blessing. '* And I heard every creature which is
in the Heaven and on the earth, and under the earth, and those
that are in the sea, and all who are in them, saying, Blessing and
honor and glory and power be to Him sitting on the throne, and
to the Lamb forever and ever.

Also consider that the rabbinic Midrash Tanhuma, parasha
Toldot, pereq 14, interprets Psalm 121 based on the understanding that
the Servant in Isaiah 52-53 is the Messiah Who will be exalted.
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“Song of ascents, I will lift up my eyes unto the mountains,” etc.
(Psalm 121) This is referring to what was written (Zechariah
4:7) “Who are you o Great Mountain? Before Zerubabel you
become a plain.” This is the Messiah the son of David, And
why does it call His name “Great Mountain”? Because He is
greater than the fathers, as it is said (Isaiah 52) “Behold My
Servant shall deal prudently. He will be exalted, and lifted up,
and very high.”

Verses 14-15 are a complex comparative/contrastive
construction. Verse 14 is a comparison between “You” and “Him.”
The “Him” is the Servant. Verse 14 starts the comparison/contrast
with “at you.” Verse 15 picks up the contrast, “but at Him.”

But who is the “You” in this passage? The Syriac and
Targum read “Him” instead of “You.” That is one way to answer
who is “You.” The Septuagint keeps the second person throughout
the passage. In each case these versions understood the first clause as
referring to the Messiah. Similarly, Pieper believed that the second
person pronominal suffix (“You”) was used because ‘“the Lord
intimately addresses the Servant in the second person..., whereas in
the following clause and in the next sentence the more impersonal
third person is again employed.”(Pieper, p. 431) But this ignores
the Hebrew comparative construction using =wx= followed by two
separate 1> clauses.”

Other commentators, who respect their own faculty of
reason more than they respect the text itself, offer suggestions of
emendation or redaction. For example, in BHS, D. Winton Thomas
in his notes to the text of Isaiah prefers to eliminate the comparison
between “you” and “Him” by following the reading of the Syriac
and the Targum. He then suggests that the first comparison about the
Servant’s disfigurement should be read after verse 53:2.%

However, I believe that the “You” makes perfect sense in
the context of the book of Isaiah as being Isaiah himself. In chapter
20, Isaiah is commanded to walk around barefoot and naked as a
shameful sign of how Assyria would lead away the captives of Egypt
and Cush. God provokes a reaction of shock and dismay from those
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who see Isaiah. Their reaction to this shame is to teach them what
the reaction will be of those who trust in Egypt.

Isaiah 52:14-15
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JUST AS ASTONISHED AT YOU were many, so His visage
was marred more than any man, and His form more than the
sons of men; so shall He sprinkle many nations. AT HIM
Kings shall shut their mouths; for what had not been told them
they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall consider.

The comparison between Isaiah and the Messiah is built in
two steps. The first step is contained in verse 14 to the first line of
verse 15. It is the comparison between the shame Isaiah endured and
its purpose, with the shame of the Messiah and His purpose.

Many people were astonished at you, Isaiah, You appeared to
them in a shameful way But He will be marred more than any
man. And His body will be marred more than any who will ever
be born. And while You served as a sign, He will actually
cleanse many nations from sin.

The second step is the major contrast between who will
see and benefit from this sign. The major contrast is indicated by
UPPERCASE LETTERS in the text above. Isaiah’s shame was a
sign to those who could see and hear him. It was a sign for just a
few peoples. The Messiah's shame was not revealed to the multitude
of nations before it happened. But in contrast to the size of Isaiah’s
audience, the Messiah shall impress the kings of the nations. It is a
sign for all languages, nations, and peoples.

Isaiah 52:14
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Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred
more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men;

The Messiah’s shame and marring will be worse than Isaiah’s
and worse than any other man who will ever live. How does the rest
of the Old Testament speak of the marring of the Messiah? The very
first word about the Messiah mentions His wounds.

Genesis 3:15 And 1 will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He
will bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.
T (1% Series, Lent 1)

There are many explicit prophecies of the wounding and
marring of the Messiah. But as this is the theme of other passages
in this text, a couple will be given here and more given later where
appropriate.

Psalm 22:6-8 ¢ But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach
of men, and despised by the people. All who see me
laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip; they shake the
head, saying, ® He trusted on the LORD; let Him deliver
him; let Him rescue him, since He delights in him!
T (1% Series, Palm Sunday)

Isaiah 50:6 I gave My back to the strikers, and My cheeks to
pluckers; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.

The Passion narratives of the Gospels show explicit
fulfillment of the prophecies upon Jesus Christ:

Matthew 26:67-68 ¢ Then they spat in His face and beat Him
with the fist. And others struck Him with the palms of their
hands, ® saying, Prophesy to us, Christ; who is the one who
struck you?

Matthew 27:26-30 2° Then he released Barabbas to them. And
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.
27 Then taking Jesus into the praetorium, the soldiers of the
governor gathered the cohort against Him. 2 And stripping Him,
they put a scarlet robe around Him. % And plaiting a crown of
thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand.
And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying,
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Hail, King of the Jews! ** And spitting at Him, they took the
reed and struck at His head.

Isaiah 52:15a
00 oM s
So shall He sprinkle many nations.

The simple verb m “to sprinkle” has been rewritten by many
commentators.” Blenkinsopp, for instance, believes that the verb mm
needs to be followed by 5v.2* But change is not necessary. The word
is used without 5y nine other times out of a total twenty-four times
the verb is used. Twenty four uses is not enough to establish a hard
and fast prescriptive rule on its use. And emendation is reckless at
best when 10 out of those 24 occurrences do not fit the mold shaped
for that rule.

The sprinkling of this passage is a summary of the work of
the Servant. That atonement purchased by the blood of the Servant’s
suffering is described explicitly at the climax of verse 53:6, and
verse 53:8. The sprinkling is the application of the forgiveness won
by the Servant. Where the Servant is the Sacrifice, His sprinkling is
sacramental. The sacramental sprinkling has always been significant
before God.

The blood is sprinkled because by God’s decree it makes
atonement with God:

Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood. And I
have given it to you on the altar to make an atonement for your
souls. For it is the blood that makes an atonement for the soul.
Sprinkling is a ceremonial expression for cleansing from sin. It
is used to initiate or sign a covenant:

Exodus 24:8 And Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the
people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the
LORD has made with you concerning all these words.

The sprinkling by blood and its significance corresponds to the
establishing of the New Covenant in Holy Communion:
Matthew 26:28 For this is My blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

T (2nd Series, Maundy Thursday)
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The New Testament is clear about the purchase price for the
forgiveness of sins. It is the blood of the Lamb of God.

Hebrews 9:13-14 *For if the blood of bulls and of goats and the
ashesofaheifersprinklingtheuncleansanctifiestothepurifyingof
the flesh, "“how much more shall the blood of Christ (who through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself with unblemished spot to God)
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
(1% series, Lent 5, Judica)

1 Peter 1:2 According to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
in sanctification of the Spirit, to obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ. May grace and peace be multiplied
to you.

1 Peter 1:18-19 '"*Knowing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, silver or gold, from your vain manner of life
handed down from your fathers, ' but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot;

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
9 (1% Series, John the Apostle, 2™ Series, Ash Wednesday)
Revelation 1:5 Even from Jesus Christ the faithful Witness,
the First-born from the dead and the Ruler of the kings of the
earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His
own blood...

Sprinkling as a cleansing from sin is used not only with
blood but also with water:

Ezekiel 36:22-26 > Therefore say to the house of Israel, So
says the Lord Yahweh: I do not do this for your sake, O house of
Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned
among the nations where you went. 2 And I will sanctify My
great name, which was profaned among the nations, which you
have profaned in their midst. And the nations shall know that I
am the LORD, says the Lord Yahweh, when I shall be sanctified
in you before their eyes. *For I will take you from among the
nations and gather you out of all lands, and will gather you into
your own land. * And I will sprinkle clean waters on you, and
you shall be clean. I will cleanse you from all your filthiness
and from your idols. 2* And I will give you a new heart, and I
will put a new spirit within you. And I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.
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As the Old Testament prophet spoke of sprinkling with water
which cleanses from sin, in the New Testament Baptism is directly

tied together with this atonement made with the purchase price of
Christ’s blood:

Romans 6:3 Do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?
9 (1% Series, Easter Vigil, Trinity 6)

And a conjecture on my own part: the sprinkling of both
blood and water in the Old Testament may be prefigurements by
analogy of how significant the piercing of Christ’s side would be:

John 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with
a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.
(1% Series, Good Friday)

Isaiah 52:15b
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Because of Him kings shall shut their mouths;
for what had not been told them

they shall see,
And what they had not heard

they shall consider.

Who will benefit from the work of the Servant? This passage
is not alone in the Old Testament. Throughout the OT God proclaims
the benefits of Salvation through His Servant to the World. God’s
promise to Abraham was that all the families and nations of the earth
would be blessed through the promised Seed, the promised Child:

Genesis 12:3 And in you [Abraham] shall all families of the
earth be blessed.

9 (1st Series, Lent 1)

Genesis 22:18 And in your Seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed.
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Genesis 26:4 And in your Seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed.
Galatians 3:16 And to Abraham and to his Seed the
promises were spoken. It does not say, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, “And to your Seed,” which is Christ.
TF(1* Series, Trinity 13)

Isaiah is emphatic that the Servant will be a Light to the
nations who have not seen or heard.

Isaiah 42:6 1 the LORD have called You in righteousness,
and will hold Your hand, and will keep You, and give You
for a covenant of the people, for a Light of the nations.
(1% Series, Christmas 2, Baptism of Jesus; 2™ Series Lent 2)
Isaiah 49:6 And He said, It is but a little thing that You should
be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to bring
back the preserved ones of Israel; 1 will also give You for a
light to the nations, to be My salvation to the end of the earth.
(3™ Series, Epiphany)

Isaiah 66:19 And I will set a sign among them, and I will send
those who escape from them to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and
Lud, drawers of the bow; to Tubal, and Javan, to the far away
coasts that have not heard My fame, nor have seen My glory.
And they will declare My glory among the nations.

The winning of the Nations by the Messiah is taught in
Daniel and Zechariah:

Daniel 7: 13-14 * I saw in the night visions, and behold, One
like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before
Him."*And dominion and glory was given Him, and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations and languages, should serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

Zechariah 9:10 And [ will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and
the horse from Jerusalem. And the battle bow shall be cut off,
and He shall speak peace to the nations; and His dominion shall
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.
(1% Series, Palm Sunday)

The New Testament is permeated with emphasis on the
fulfillment of this prophecy in Christ:
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Matthew 12:18 “Behold My Child whom I have chosen;
My Beloved, in whom My soul is well pleased. I will put My
Spirit on Him, and He shall declare judgment to the nations.
(3" Series, Epiphany)

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
proclaimed in all the world as a witness to all nations. And then
the end shall come.

Mark 13:10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all
nations.

Luke 2:30-32 *For my eyes have seen Your Salvation *' which
You have prepared before the face of all the peoples, ** a light
for revelation to the nations, and the glory of Your people Israel.
(2" Series, Christmas 1)

Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they were silent and
glorified God, saying, Then God has also granted repentance to
life to the nations.

Acts 13:47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying , “I have
set You to be a light of the nations, for salvation to the end of
the earth.”

Acts 14:27 And having arrived, and gathering the church they
related all that God had done with them, and how He had opened
the door of faith to the nations.

Acts 15:7 And after much disputing, Peter rose up and said to
them, Men, brothers, you recognize that from ancient days God
chose among us that through my mouth the nations should hear
the word of the gospel, and believe.

Acts 26:23 that Christ should suffer, that by a resurrection of
the dead, He would be the first, going to proclaim light to the
people and to the nations.

Acts 28:28 Therefore be it known to you that the salvation of
God is sent to the nations, and they will hear.

Romans 11:11 [ say then, Did they not stumble that
they fall? Let it not be! But by their slipping away came
salvation to the nations, to provoke them to jealousy.
F(2" Series, Trinity 20)

Galatians 3:8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the nations through faith, preached the gospel before to
Abraham, saying , “In you shall all nations be blessed.”
Galatians 3:14 so that the blessing of Abraham might be to the
nations in Jesus Christ, and that we might receive the promise
of the Spirit through faith.

Ephesians 3:6 that the nations should be fellow heirs, and of
the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through
the gospel.

Revelation 21:24 And the nations of those who are saved will
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walk in the light of it; and the kings of the earth bring their glory
and honor into it.

In helping to debunk the idea that real Jews do not believe that
this text is about the Messiah, we turn to one of the most respected
and most significant of all the medieval rabbis, Rabbi Moses ben
Maimon, also called Maimonides or Rambam. Maimonides (1135-
1204) wrote the Mishnah Torah, a guide for Jews in observing the
Law, which forms the basis for Orthodox Judaism today. He is
considered by many Jews to be the most influential and significant
Jewish writer since the biblical Moses.” Contrary to the anti-
Christian claims about what Jews believe, Maimonides describes
the advent of the Messiah using our text as a basis:

What is the manner of Messiah’s advent....there shall rise up
one of whom none have known before, and signs and wonders
which they shall see performed by him will be the proofs of
his true origin; for the Almighty, where he declares to us his
mind upon this matter, says, ‘Behold a man whose name is the
Branch, and he shall branch forth out of his place’ (Zech. 6:12).
And Isaiah speaks similarly of the time when he shall appear,
without father or mother or family being known, ‘He came up
as a sucker before him, and as a root out of dry earth, etc.’[Is.
53:2]...in the words of Isaiah, when describing the manner in
which kings will harken to him, At him kings will shut their
mouth; for that which had not been told them have they seen,
and that which they had not heard they have perceived.’[Is.
52:157]*

Second Strophe: 53:1-3: The inhuman degradation of
the Servant.”’

F(Is. 53:1-7, 3™ Series, Baptism of Jesus)

A P2 Chapter 53

Israel’s Rejection of the Messiah

Isaiah 53:1

Aoy by M pim nopne ek v
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Who has believed our preaching? And the arm of the Lord,
to whom has it been revealed?

1InwnwS emphasizes the nature of the message, it is preached,
it is to be heard. This is how the Word is revealed. While the Messiah
gave his life as a ransom for all nations, it is of greatest sadness
that the descendants of Jacob have in large part rejected him. They
rejected the message. Christ’s sacrifice is for all, Jew and Gentile.
But from the time of the Incarnation of the Son of God, most of
Jacob’s descendants have refused the Messiah. Paul’s 10" chapter
in Romans not only details this rejection, but points out that this
rejection was foretold by Isaiah in this passage:

Romans 10:16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel.
For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”
T (St. Andrew)

Many other passages preached that the children of Israel
would by-and-large reject the Messiah:

Psalm 69:8 I have become a stranger to My brothers, and a
foreigner to My mother’s children.

Psalm 118:22 The Stone which the builders refused has become
the Head of the corner.

T (Easter Day 1st)

Isaiah 6:9-10 ° And He said, Go, and tell this people, You hear
indeed, but do not understand; and seeing you see, but do not
know. '® Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn back,
and be healed.

Isaiah 8:14 And He shall be a sanctuary for you, but for a stone
of stumbling, and for a rock of falling to both the houses of
Israel, for a trap and for a snare to the people of Jerusalem.

The Shepherds of Israel were preached about beforehand as
the ones who would arrange a price to betray the Messiah:

Zechariah 11:8-13 ® I also cut off three shepherds in one
month; and my soul was impatient with them, and their soul
also despised me. ° And I said, I will not feed you; that which
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dies, let it die; and that which is to be cut off, let it be cut off.
And those left, let them eat, each woman her neighbor’s flesh.
% And I took my staff Kindness, and broke it apart, to break
My covenant which I had made with all the peoples. ' And it
was broken in that day; and so the poor of the flock who were
watching Me knew that it was the word of the LORD. '* And I
said to them, If it is good, give My price; and if not, let it go. So
they weighed My price thirty pieces of silver. * And the LORD
said to me, Throw it to the potter, the magnificent price at which
I was valued by them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

Matthew 26:14-15 '* Then one of the twelve, called Judas
Iscariot, went to the chief priests. '* And he said to them , What
will you give me, and I will betray Him to you? And they
appointed to him thirty pieces of silver. ' And from that time he
sought opportunity to betray Him.

During the earthly ministry of the Messiah the rejection
He experienced by His own people grew greater and greater. The
rejection of His preaching is equated with rejecting Him.

John 1:10-11 ° He was in the world, and the world came
into being through Him, and the world did not know Him.
' He came to His own, and His own received Him not.
T (1% Series, Christmas Day 1)

John 12:37-38 ¥ But though He had done so many
miracles before them, yet they did not believe on Him, *
so that the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled,
which he spoke, “Lord, who has believed our report?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
F(1* Series, Tuesday of Holy Week)

Matthew 13:53-58 ** And it happened when Jesus finished
these parables, He departed from there. ** And when He had
come into His own country, He taught them in their synagogue,
so much so that they were astonished and said, From where
does this man have this wisdom and these mighty works? ** Is
not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And
his brothers, James and Joses and Simon and Judas, *° and his
sisters, are they not all with us? Then from where does this man
have all these things? °” And they were offended in Him. But
Jesus said to them, A prophet is not without honor, except in his
own country and in his own house. ** And He did not do many
mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Matthew 21:42-44 +* Jesus said to them, Did you never read
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in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders rejected, this
One has become the head of the corner; this is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes?” ** Therefore I say to you, The
kingdom of God shall be taken from you and given to a nation
bringing out its fruits. ** And he who falls on this Stone shall
be broken, but on whomever it shall fall, it will grind him to
powder.

Matthew 26:65 Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying,
He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of
witnesses? Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy.
Matthew 27:21-23 >' The governor answered and said to them,
Which of the two do you desire that I release to you? They said,
Barabbas. ?? Pilate said to them, What then shall I do with Jesus,
who is called Christ? They all said to him, Let Him be crucified.
2 And the governor said, Why? What evil has He done? But
they cried out the more, saying, let Him be crucified!

John 5:37-43 37 And He sending Me, the Father Himself, has
borne witness of Me. Neither have you heard His voice at any
time nor seen His shape. ** And you do not have His word abiding
in you, for you do not believe Him whom He has sent. *° You
search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life.
And they are the ones witnessing of Me, ** and you will not come
to Me that you might have life. *' I do not receive honor from
men. ¥ But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in
you. ¥ I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive
Me. If another shall come in his own name, him you will receive.
(3™ Series, Advent 4)

Acts 4:25-28 » who by the mouth of Your servant David has
said, “Why did the nations rage and the people imagine vain
things? 2 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were
gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.” ?” For
truly, against Your holy child Jesus, whom You have anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the nations, and the people
of Israel, were gathered together ** in order to do whatever Your
hand and Your counsel determined before to be done.

His own family rejected Him:

John 7:3-5 3 Therefore His brothers said to Him, Move away
from here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may
see the works that You do. * For no one does anything in secret,
while he himself seeks to be in public. If you do these things,
reveal yourself to the world. * For His brothers did not believe
in Him.
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His own disciples fell and rejected Him for a time:

Matthew 26:31-35 3' Then Jesus said to them, All of you will
be offended because of Me this night. For it is written, “T will
smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered
abroad.” 3? But after I have risen again, I will go before you into
Galilee. 3 Peter answered and said to Him, though all shall be
offended because of You, I will never be offended. ** Jesus said
to him, Truly I say to you that this night, before the cock crows,
you shall deny Me three times. ** Peter said to Him, though I
should die with You, yet I will not deny You. All the disciples
also said the same.

Isaiah 53:2a
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For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant,
And as a root out of dry ground.

The picture in this passage is of humble, weak origins. As we
have just read “The Arm of the Lord has been revealed.” The “Him”
before whom the child will grow is God the Father.

The “dry ground” out of which the Messiah grows can be
rightly understood as a general statement about the many different
and unique circumstances of the Messiah’s birth. Every disadvantage
for his conception, birth, nurture, livelihood, and birthright. These
include:

1. The “dry ground” encompasses the nature of the Messiah’s
conception—the fact that the Messiah is born of a Virgin,
without human father. The conception is miraculous. He is the
seed of the woman, not the male.

Genesis 3:15 And 1 will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He
will bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.
(1% Series, Lent 1)

Psalm 22:9 For You are He who took me out of the womb,
causing me to trust when I was on my mother’s breasts.
(1% Series, Good Friday)
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Isaiah 7:14 So, the Lord Himself shall give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin will conceive and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel.
F(1* Series, Christmas Vigil)

Jeremiah 31:22 How long will you turn to and fro, O faithless
daughter? For the LORD has created a new thing in the land; a
woman shall enclose a man.

Matthew 1:18-23 ' Now the birth of Jesus Christ was this
way (for His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph) before they
came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.
' But Joseph, her husband to be, being just, and not willing
to make her a public example, he purposed to put her away
secretly. » And as he thought upon these things, behold, the
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take to you Mary as your wife. For
that in her is fathered of the Holy Spirit. ' And she shall bear a
son, and you shall call His name JESUS: for He shall save His
people from their sins. 2> Now all this happened so that might be
fulfilled that was spoken of the LORD by the prophet, saying,
2 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive in her womb, and will bear
a son. And they will call His name Emmanuel,” which being
interpreted is, God with us.

Luke 1:30-35 3° And the angel said to her, Do not fear, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. *' And behold! You shall
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His
name JESUS. * He shall be great and shall be called the Son
of the Highest. And the Lord God shall give Him the throne of
His father David. ** And He shall reign over the house of David
forever, and of His kingdom there shall be no end. ** Then Mary
said to the angel, How shall this be, since I do not know a man?
33 And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit shall
come on you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
you. Therefore also that Holy One which will be born of you
shall be called Son of God.

Luke 2:22-24 2> And when the days of her purification
according to the law of Moses were fulfilled, they brought Him
to Jerusalem, to present Him to the Lord * (as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord) ** and to offer a sacrifice according to
that said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.

2. The “dry ground” encompasses the harsh nature of the
Messiah’s birth. No luxury was afforded the Messiah at his
birth.
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Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her son, the First-born, and
wrapped Him, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

F(1st Series, Christmas Vigil)

3. The “dry ground” encompasses places where the child
resided. Indeed he was treated as a weed that Herod tried to
uproot. He went from the dry ground of a stable, to the dry
ground of Egypt, to the dry ground of Nazareth.

Matthew 2:13-15 * And when they had departed, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Arise and take the young child and His mother and flee into
Egypt. And be there until I bring you word, for Herod is
about to seek the child to destroy Him. '* And he arose and
took the young child and his mother by night and departed
into Egypt. ' And he was there until the death of Herod; so
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the LORD
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called My Son.”
F(1* Series, Christmas 2)

John 1:46 And Nathanael said to him, Can any good thing
come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see.

4. The “dry ground” encompasses the lack of a place that the
Messiah had to call His own during His earthly ministry.
Matthew 8:20 And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and
the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere
to lay His head.

5. The “dry ground” also encompasses the house of David,
from whom there had been no king since before the fall of
Jerusalem.

Isaiah 11:1 And a Shoot goes out from the stump
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.
F(1* Series, Christmas 1)

Matthew 2:1-2 ' Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men came from the east to Jerusalem, ? saying, Where
is He who is born king of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the east and have come to worship Him.
F(1* Series, Epiphany)

See also the genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 1 and Luke 3.

6. And “dry ground” encompasses the people who should have
been his own, but rejected Him, as discussed under the previous
verse.
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This poverty of origins experienced by the Messiah is called
“the Humiliation of Christ” in theological writings. The study of the
Humiliation of Christ in Scripture teaches us why the Messiah chose
to come from such poverty.

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though He was rich, for your sakes He became poor,
in order that you might be made rich through His poverty.

Isaiah 53:2b
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He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him,
there is no beauty that we should desire Him.

Looking at the Servant’s outward appearance gives no human
an advantage to discovering His true nature or mission. “Who has
believed our preaching?” While the Servant provided great signs,
these were to testify to the preaching. Outward signs were chosen
because of their relation to the Prophecy of God, even the details of
Holy Week and the Great Passion of Good Friday. Each of these was
chosen beforehand to make the Messiah recognizable—but only
grasped through the benefit of the preached Word.

Consider Palm Sunday and the prophecy of Zechariah:

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, your King
comes to you. He is righteous and victorious, meek and
riding on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
(1% Series, Palm Sunday)

Though many walked about singing “Hosannah to the Son
of David” yet still rejection met these cries, as it is written:

Luke 19:39 And some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to
Him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.”
9 (2nd Series, Advent 2)
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Consider the reaction to Jesus’ preaching in the synagogue:

Matthew 13:54-57 5 And when He had come into His own
country, He taught them in their synagogue, so much so that they
were astonished and said, From where does this man have this
wisdom and these mighty works? *° Is not this the carpenter’s
son? Is not his mother called Mary? And his brothers, James and
Joses and Simon and Judas, > and his sisters, are they not all
with us? Then from where does this man have all these things?
57 And they were offended in Him. But Jesus said to them, A
prophet is not without honor, except in his own country and in
his own house.

Luke 4:28-30 2® And hearing these things, all in the synagogue
were filled with wrath. 2 And they rose up and thrust Him
outside the city, and led Him up to the brow of the hill on which
their city was built, in order to throw Him down. 3° But passing
through the midst of them, He went away.

Isaiah 53:3
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He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him.
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

So far the argument of this passage from 53:1 to the present
has been built in this way:

1. The Question of “Who has believed our preaching” contrasted
with “to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

2. The lowly origins of the Servant: the Servant’s lack of any
visibly distinct feature to attract people to Him.

At this point the text moves to consider the reaction of the
people to the Servant. We may interpret it this way: “Not only was
there nothing to attract, humanity went further and despised Him.”

Perhaps it should be interpreted, “Because there was nothing
flashy about him to prove that he was something special, the world
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despised him.” This is in harmony with Paul’s explanation in I
Corinthians:

I Cor. 1:22-23 2 For the Jews ask for a sign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom; * but we preach Christ crucified, to
the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness.
(2" Series, Sexagesima)

Throughout the Old Testament there are witnesses to the
fact of the Messiah’s persecution and rejection. We have seen many
above, others include:

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
plot together, against the LORD and against His anointed
9 (Christmas Vigil, Easter Day 2")

Psalm 22:6 But [ am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men,
and despised by the people.

9 (Palm Sunday, Good Friday)

Psalm 69:4 They who hate me without a cause are more than
the hairs of my head; they who would destroy me are mighty,
my lying enemies. Then I restored what I did not take away.
Isaiah 49:7 So says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, His
Holy One, to Him whom man despises, to Him whom the nation
hates, the servant of rulers: Kings shall see and arise, rulers also
shall worship, because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy
One of Israel, and He shall choose You.

Zechariah 11:8 and their soul also despised me.

We see the fulfillment of these words in the New
Testament:

Matthew 27:21-23 2! The governor answered and said to them,
Which of the two do you desire that I release to you? They said,
Barabbas. ?? Pilate said to them, What then shall I do with Jesus,
who is called Christ? They all said to him, Let Him be crucified.
2 And the governor said, Why? What evil has He done? But
they cried out the more, saying, let Him be crucified!

Mark 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters
here with us? And they were offended at Him.

Luke 6:11 And they were filled with madness, and talked with
one another as to what they might do to Jesus.

John 5:16 And therefore the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought
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to kill Him, because He had done these things on the sabbath
day.

John 7:7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I
testify of it that its works are evil.

John 8:52 Then the Jews said to Him, Now we know that you
have a demon. Abraham and the prophets are dead, and you
say, If a man keeps my Word, he shall never taste of death.
(1 Series, Lent 5)

John 10:20 And many of them said, He has a demon and is
insane. Why do you hear him?

“Third Strophe: 53:4-6: He bore our chastisement.”?
The Servant as Substitute.

Isaiah 53:4
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Surely our sicknesses He has borne
and our sorrows He has carried them;
And we esteemed Him

Stricken, smitten by God,

and afflicted.

The Servant is a substitute for those who rightly deserved
punishment. This passage is a transition from considering humanity’s
rejection of the Servant to consideration of the Servant’s real work.
As outlined above, verses 4-6 are structurally the central passages of
the whole of Isaiah 40-66. The Vicarious Atonement of the Servant
and His Objective Justification of sinners stands as the structural
center as well as the Theological Center of Christianity.

It is significant that [saiah reveals the Theological center here
between the lowly origin of the Servant and His general rejection
by Israel and the world in the previous section (vv. 1-3) and the
description of the Great Passion where this was carried out on the
Servant in the section following (vv. 7-9).

A Substitute was necessary because the people God wants
to save are unwilling and unable to come to Him. We have seen the



190 LSQ 45: 2&3
rejection by the world and by Israel in passages above. Here we see
examples of God’s lamenting that rejection.

Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one killing the
prophets and stoning those who are sent to her, how often would
I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, and you would not!

Luke 19:41f ' And as He drew near, He beheld the city and
wept over it, > saying, If you had known, even you, even at
least in this day of yours, the things for your peace! But now
they are hidden from your eyes.

It is also significant for us to realize that teachers in Judaism
have recognized not only the fact that the Messiah is the Servant in
this chapter, but that the Messiah’s afflictions and death would be
substitutionary for the sin of humanity.

The Babylonian Talmud was assembled around 500 A.D.
The word “smitten” can be used in reference to leprosy. So the
Messiah is also known in the Talmud as “the leper scholar.” About
the identity of the divine Substitute the Talmud states:

MRR RDW 37 27 MR M mend MR P 2

29 %27 DM RDY D W (@R NTONND) MR mY W
MY T (Y DON) MR WY 1 MR R

MPIM MR MMM 37 27 mw P ownw b obwb
mm 005 IR RS WX (B R MR MY

P75 (R IS'R) NI MY TP 2 M 0TI um
"3 737 ROMM MR 2T WD 2R DM I
WINDAT KW RIT WO DR () WYY MR WY
29717 DTN oM DY aawn wmRy obao

Rabbi Johanan said of the Messiah “What is his name?” The
School of R. Shila said: “His name is Shiloh, for it is written,
‘until Shiloh come.’”’[Gen. XLIX, 10] The School of R.
Yannai said: “His name is Yinnon, for it is written, ‘His name
shall endure forever: [E.V. ‘shall be continued’] e¢’er the
sun was, his name is Yinnon.””’[Ps. LXXII, 17] The School
of R. Haninah maintained: “His name is Haninah, as it is
written, ‘Where I will not give you Haninah.’”’[Jer. XVI, 13]
Others say: “His name is Menahem the son of Hezekiah, for
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it is written, ‘Because Menahem [‘the comforter’], that would
relieve my soul, is far.””’[Lam. I, 16] The Rabbis said: “His
name is ‘the leper scholar,” as it is written, ‘Surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him a leper, smitten of God, and afflicted.””[Isa. LIII, 4]
(Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98b)*

The Gospel of Matthew reveals that in fulfillment of this
prophecy Jesus healed the sick.

Matthew 8:16-17 '¢ And evening coming on, they brought
to Him many who had been possessed with demons. And He
cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick
'7 5o that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying, “He took on Himself our weaknesses and bore
our sicknesses.”

The healings that Jesus accomplished during His earthly
ministry were part of the Substitutionary Atonement. He took their
infirmities from them at that time. Then He suffered them at His
passion and death.

This Substitution was also important to Jewish mysticism.
The Zohar is a multi-volume set of Jewish Kabbalah. The work was
put together around 1200 A.D.

In the hour in which they tell the Messiah about the sufferings
of Israel in exile, and about the sinful among them who seek not
the knowledge of their Master, the Messiah lifts up his voice
and weeps over the sinful among them. This is what is written:
He was wounded because of our transgressions, he was crushed
because of our iniquities (Isaiah 53:5). Those souls then return
to their places. In the Garden of Eden there is a Hall which
is called the Hall of the Sons of Illness. The Messiah enters
that Hall and summons all the disease and all the pains and
all the suffering of Israel that they should come upon him,
and all of them come upon him.** And were it not that he had
thus lightened them off Israel and taken them upon himself,
there had been no man able to bear Israel’s chastisements for
the transgression of the law: and this is that which is written,
*Surely our sicknesses he hath carried.** (The Zohar 2:212a)
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