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This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of Bethany Lutheran Theological
Seminary. Established in the fall of 1946, it has been carrying out its
important mission of training men for the pastoral ministry. The seminary
catalog states: “The primary purpose of the seminary is to train pastors
for the preaching ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod.” This issue
of the Quarterly begins with an anmversary sermon by the editor, delivered
on Synod Sunday evening, June 16th, in Trinity Chapel.

Our readers will appreciate the work of David Jay Webber on his
anthology of Church and Ministry in the Lutheran Confessions. This will
be helpful as we continue our study of these two important doctrines.

Also included in this issue is an eloquent essay on prayer entitled
Behold, He Prayeth, delivered to the 1947 convention of the ELS by Dr.
Sigurd Ylvisaker. Dr. Ylvisaker played a prominent role in the history of
our seminary. He served as president of Bethany Lutheran College from
1930-1950 and also taught exegetical courses at the seminary until his
retirement. We reprint this solidly Scriptural, Lutheran essay in his
memory.

A timely article by Dr. Wilham Kessel entitled Share the Promise
Culture to Culture will also be of interest to our readers. Under this
theme the author develops three points: 1) The Doctrinal Context for
Cross-Cultural Ministry; 2) The Historical Precedent of this Mimistry;
and 3) Its Historical Application. Dr. Kessel has an earned doctorate in
cultural anthropology and taught at Bethany College for ten years. Dur-
ing that time he also taught courses at the seminary. He 1s currently serv-
ing as pastor of Peace Lutheran Church, Cottonwood, Arizona.

We are grateful to Pastor Robert Koester for granting permission to
print his essay on Grace as Taught by Augustine and Luther. We are
printing Part I in this issue and 1t will be continued 1n a subsequent issue.
Pastor Koester is on the editorial board of Northwestern Publishing House
and is also the author of Law and Gospel—with special reference to the
Church Growth Movement.
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Sermon for the

Fiftieth Anniversary of
- Bethany Lutheran

Theological Seminary

e

Text: Jeremiah 6:16

by Wilhelm W. Petersen

Gracious, Heavenly Father, it is with grateful hearts that we come before
you on the fiftieth anniversary of our seminary, to thank and praise you
for the many blessings which you have showered upon our seminary over
these hears. We especially thank you for instituting the office of the ministry
through which you Word 1s regularly proclaimed and the Sacraments
administered, to the joy and edification of your people. Continue to keep
us faithful to the saving truths of your Word so that those who are taught
by faithful instructors will proclaim your saving Gospel, to the glory of
your name and the salvation of many blood-bought souls. May our
continuing prayer be: '

Preserve this ministry

While harvest-days are keeping;
And since the fields are white

And hands are few for reaping,
Send workers forth, O Lord,

The sheaves to gather in
That not a soul be lost

Which Thou art come to win.
In Jesus’ saving name, we ask it. Amen.

Text —

’ Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls. (Jeremiah 6:16)
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® [n Christ Jesus dear fellow-redeemed in Christ,

This is certainly an historic day in the life of our Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. Earlier today a new chapel was dedicated to the glory of the Tri-
une God and now this evening we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary
of our seminary. In addition we also graduate a class of seven seminary
graduates, all of whom have received their calls and will be ordained this
summer. Two of our graduates will serve on foreign fields, one m Lima,
South America, and the other in Ukraine. And as we gather here this
evening a new synod/seminary building is being constructed and will be
dedicated at next year’s synodical convention.

All of this is simply “mind-boggling,” “overwhelming,” “awesome.”
It fills us with a sense of unworthiness, yet humble gratitude to a gracious
God, “Who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think.” (Eph. 3:20) Our sentiments are those of Jacob of old, “/ am not
worthy of the least of all thy mercies, and of all the truth, which thou
hast showed unto thy servant,” (Gen. 32:10), and of the psalmist, “O
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give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for-

ever.” (Ps. 106:1)

This evening we want to focus on the 50th anniversary of our semi-

nary, our training school for pastors. Ever since 1946 Bethany Lutheran
Theological Seminary has been carrying out its mission of traming men

for the Gospel ministry, and it is only right and proper that we pause and

reflect upon the blessings which the Lord has showered upon our semi-
nary and at the same time to project into the future and beseech his con-
tinued blessing upon our “school of the prophets.”

The text which has been chosen for our anniversary service is one that
has been used on various occasions in our synodical history and it cer-
tainly is fitting for our anniversary celebration. Yes, these inspired words
from the prophet Jeremiah are as appropriate today as the day they were
written. On the basis of this text, then, let us consider:

“When Alone will our Anniversary be Pleasing to

God and a Blessing to Us?”
1. When we resolve to continue in “the old paths.”

2. Then we will continue to find “rest for our souls.”
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These words of Jeremiah were spoken by Jeremiah to a rebellious
people, ripe for destruction. Things were in a bad way - morally and
religiously. Covetousness, greed, and avarice were rampant in the land.
There was gross unfaithfulness on the part of the religious leaders. Listen
to some of the complamts recorded in Jeremiah: “they speak a vision of
their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.” (23:16b) “4n
astonishing and horrible thing has been committed in the land: The
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and
my people love to have it so.” (5:31) “And from the prophet even unto
the priest every one dealeth falsely,” (6:13b) “Because my people have
Jorgotten me, they have burned incense fo vanity, and they have caused
them to stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in
a way not cast up.” (18:15) These are just some samplings of the sad
state of affairs in Jeremiah’s day. The Lord threatened judgment upon the
people, but before carrying out this threat he makes a last appeal to the
people, “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein.” (Jer. 6:16)

All this happened many years ago, several centuries B.C. We ask:
“But haven’t things changed for the better?” If we think so, we live in a
world of our own imagination, a world that doesn’t exist! Morally, things
are as bad 1f not worse, than in Jeremiah’s day. In a recent poll 44% of the
respondents stated that they believed that they descended from an ani-
mal. And the theological climate today is such that many religious lead-
ers “deal falsely” with the truth. As we note the similarity between the
times may we heed the words of our text and resolve to “ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein.”

What is meant by the “old paths?” In Jeremiah’s day it was an admo-
nition to walk i the saving truths revealed by God to Abraham, their
father, and to Moses and the prophets. To us “the old paths” mean basi-
cally the same, namely to continue in the truths revealed to the prophets
and apostles recorded in Holy Scripture. The Bible is the source of truth
revealed by the Holy Spirit, as St. Peter writes by divine inspiration, “For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (I Peter 1:21) and
St. Paul urged young Timothy: “But continue thou in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them,; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
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which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ-
teousness.” (I Tim. 3:14-16)

In brief, then, Holy Scripture “is the only sure and perfect rule for
faith and life.” It 1s on this truth that by the grace of God our synod has
stood; the motto engraved on our official seal 1s 7' IS WRITTEN. And
when our seminary was opened 50 years ago our leaders wanted to make
it clear where they stood. From a bulletin of the opening service we read:
“We want to take our stand with those who want to retamn inviolate the
doctrine of a verbally inspired word.” Our seminary catalog today says
the same: “Both the Synod and the Seminary are committed to the Holy
Scripture as the inspired, inerrant Word of God.” Daniel March had it
straight when he gave this striking description of the Bible: “The Bible is
the oldest and newest of book. It surveys the whole field of time, and it
looks farthest into the infinite depths of eternity. It lends the most vivid
and absorbing interest to the scenes and events of the past, and it keeps us
in the most active sympathy with the time m which we live. It gives the
most reliable record of what has been, and 1t affords us our only means of
knowing what is yet to be. It is so conservative as to make it a solemn
duty to study and revere the past, and it is so progressive as to be in
advance of the most enlightened age. It is strict enough to denounce the
very shadow and semblance of sin, and it is liberal enough to save the
chiefest of sinners. It is full of God, and must therefore be read with a
pure heart or its true glory will not be seen. It 1s full of man, and must
therefore always be interesting and mstructive to all who would know
themselves.”

It is incumbent upon us, then, not only to be thankful for the blessings
of the past, but to resolve to walk in the “old paths” of a verbally inspired,
inerrant Scripture. History records many doctrinal controversies but to-
day the battle is over the very Bible itself. Alas! Much of Lutheranism
has departed from the Sola Scriptura principle. For example, a textbook

on doctrine used in many Lutheran seminaries has this to say about the -

Bible: “Today it is impossible to assume the literal historicity of all things
recorded. What the biblical authors report is not accepted as a literal -
transcript of the factual course of events. Therefore, critical scholars in- "
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quire behind the text and attempt to reconstruct the real history that took
place.”

To those “scholars” who contend that the Bible is unreliable we say,
“No thanks,” that kind of scholarship we neither need nor want. Rather
we say with Dr. Koren, a theological leader of the Norwegian Synod:
According to Scripture we have reason to be certain that many an un-
schooled man or woman, and by the world despised, has gotten farther in

the knowledge of God and His grace than have the vast majority of the

most learned pastors and professors. Above all, we must not be learned
beyond that which was written. For our Savior has said: ‘Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heaven.”

Continuing to walk in the OLD PATHS of Scripture Alone, Christ
Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone, the promise will be ours: “Ye shall find
rest for your souls.” Why can we say that? Because the content of Scrip-
ture is Christ. “But these are written” writes John “that ye might believe
that Jesus 1s the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name.” Because of His redemptive work we sinners —
hell-bound by nature — have been justified in the sight of a holy, righ-
teous God. “To be justified means that God by grace has imputed to us
the righteousness of Christ, acquitted us of the guilt and punishment of
sin, so that He regards us in Christ as though we had never sinned.”
(Explanation of Luther s Catechism) And this Savior who has done all of
this mvites us: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for |
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Mt. 11:28)

It was St. Augustine who said: “O God, our souls were made for
Thee and we shall find no rest until we rest in thee.” Because of sin there
exists a void, an emptiness in our souls which no earthly thing can satisfy.
Therefore comfort 1s our greatest need. Dr. Norman A. Madson, the first
dean of our seminary, impressed upon us the importance of proclaiming
comfort to God’s people. Those of us who were students remember him
emphasizing this point, namely that ours is a ministry of comfort. We
recall his words: “The homesick heart needs comfort, so I would impress
upon you with all the resources of eternity in my counsel: Never forget
that yours must primarily be a ministry of comfort.”
















































































































































