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h this issue of the Quarterly we are pleased to share with our readers the 
1995 Reformation Lectures, delivered on October 26-27 at the Ylvisaker 
Fine Arts Center located on the campus of Bethany Lutheran College. These 
annual lectures are sponsored jointly by Bethany College and Bethany Luth- 
eran Theological Seminary 

The lectures this year commemorated the centennial of the birth of Dr. 
Heman Sasse. On March 8, 1965, Dr. Sasse visited Mankato and delivered 
some lectures at Bethany on "The Impact of Bultmanism on American 
Lutheranism." This was really the beginning of our annual lecture series and 
h s  year marked the 3 0th anniversary of these Reformation Lectures. 

The lecturer was Dr. Ronald Feuerhh,  Associate Professor of Histori- 
cal Theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He presented a scholarly, 
interestmg, and informative pomayd of Sasse as he labored for Confessional 
Lutheranism under very trying times. Lecture I focuses on Barth and Barmen 
as nemeses for confessional Lutheranism. Lecture II is a sad description of 
the fomatim ofEKiD and its devastating eEect on L u t h e r ~ s m  in Germany, 
and Lecture describes VELKD and the role of the LFW and Lutheran 
Ecumenism. Dr. Sasse was a valiant defender of confessional Lutheranism 
during that time in Gemany and he paid the price for h s  confession, as the 
lecture points out. 

The reactors to the leeares were President Ememtus Armin Schuetze of 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and Pastor David Webber, an ELS pastor of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Brewster, Mwsachusetts. Tneir reactions are also 
included in &us issue. 

Also included is a sermon by the sainted Reverend Professor Glenn 
Reichwald. This was an Advent sermon that he preached on December 20, 
1995, at a WELS church in Le Sueur, Minnesota, where he was sewing as a 
vacancy pastor. His theme was: "Christ: The One Who is to Come." He pointed 
out that Christ could come at my time and that we should look for this corn- 
ing with eager expectation. Upon returning to his home following the service 
he suffered a heart attack in h s  home and passed away. Prof Reichwald was 
known to many of our readers having served as professor at Bethany College 
for 35 years. Blessed be his memory. 
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BET Y REFOR ION LECTURES: 
Hermann Sasse and the Path of Confessional 

Lutheranism in the Mid-20th Centnry 

by Dr. Ronald R. Feuerhahn, lecturer 

Ink.oduch'on & Biographical Sketch 

Shortly after the death of Dr. Sasse in 1976, Bjame Teigen remembered hm. 
Since possibly the name of Dr. Sasse may not be well h o r n  to some of 
tlae readers of our Lufherau Seutiuel and since, on the other hand, his 
name meant a great deal to many others, it is proper that something be 
said about thts sewant of God, especially since he had a warm place in 
h s  heart for our Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

It was something to hear h m  tell in his own quiet way how just as the 
war was to end nearly h s  whole company was wiped out, but he was 
spared. 

In March 1962, six or seven pastors from our Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, together with two or three laymen on our Doctrine Committee, 
met with Dr. Sasse in an all-day meeting in Mimeapo1is.l 

Three years later, Bethany's Convocation Committee invited him to de- 
liver a couple of lectures to the public on pressing problems facing 

(3 Mar 1962) - "To be spent with representatives of the ELS, who expect to 
come to Minneapolis-St. Paul." Ref Schedule for Sasse's Visit (27 Feb 1962), 
(Archives, Wartburg, Dubuque) 
"A group from Mankato. the Little Synod, wants him for Saturday morning and 
through the noon hour and probably until supper time." The "group" probably 
included: B.W. Teigen, his brothea; T.N. Teigen, Prof. Otto and Pastor Aaberg. 

on Gerhardy's Schiotz file (23 Feb 1962); also ref (2 1 Feb 
Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Collection [Hereafter CTS], 
also B. Teigen's notes on meeting with Sasse (3 Mar 1962) 

an1 - Dr. Mermann Sasse," Lutheran Sentinel. 59.20 

Those lectures took place here in on March 8, 1965. They were the first 
of the series known as the Bethany Refomation Lectures. Today we cel- 
ebrate the 30th anniversary of those first lectures. How appropriate, there- 
fore, is the topic selected for these anniversary lectures. 

It was in those lectures that Sasse revealed more about his personal life 
than in almost any other form.3 Hear again how he introduced his topic and, 
to a great extent, hrnself 

I remember the third of August, 18 14. The University of Berlin was 
celebrating its commemoration day. The thrd was the day that King 
William 1114 had established this university as the great university in 
which the ideals of Germany should be realized. At the time of Napo- 
leon, when Gemany was at the lowest ebb of its political existence, the 
power of the mind, the great power of German idealism, was to renew 
the W a n  n a t i ~ n . ~  This was the idea that the great University of Ber- 
lin was founded on. It was on this tlurd of August that the commemora- 
tion was held in the great assembly hall. Outside, on the avenue, the 
troops marched; war had broken out. And on the platform, one could 
see the great masteminds of German sciencx. There was, for instance, 
my great teacher, Wilhelm Mollendorf, the teacher in classics. He 
couldn't stop the tears; he h e w  what was going on. Beside him was 
Ehlwart Norden. Norden, was my teacher in Latin, and every New 
Tesament man knows him as the investigator of the liturgical language 
of the ancient world. Already on the day when the assassination of the 
crown Prince of Austria became known in the end of June, 19 14, he said 
to us on that Monday morning. "I am not able to concentrate myself on 
a lecture in Latin." (he used to give h s  lectures in Latin because he 
wanted to have the strudents who really took their subject seriously) 
And then, he started into his lecture in German. He said: "This will be 
the great catastrophe of Europe." Now this catastrophe came. We saw 
the faces of Warnack, of Beissmmn, of Karl Ffoll, the colleague of 
Mamack; we saw the great scientists and medical men-BoAoeffer and 
others; we saw on the lecture platfom Max Plmck, the great physicist 
and the creator of the theory of the quantum. He gave his academic 

The fiallest statement is in "Remidscences of an Elderly Student" Tangalra 
[Adelaide] 9 (1 976) 4-5 
Friedrich Wilhelm 111, 1770-1840, King of Pmssia 1797-1840. 
Elsewhere Sasse observed that the presuppsitions of Harnack's and Troeltsch's 
historical theology were deeply rooted in German idealistic philosophy. "Euro- 
pean Theology ia the Twentieth Century," in Contemporary Esa~gelical 
Thought: Cl~ristian Faith and hfoder~ Theology, ed. Carl F. H, Henry, New 
PITsrk: Channel Press, 1964, 18 
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address as an Archimedes, not regarding what was going on in the mili- 
tary and political world. He spoke on the great problem of the principle 
of causality in modern physics-"Must this principle be given up?" 
You will remember that t h s  was the age of the great transition in sci- 
ence. In 1905, Newton's view of the world was definitely smashed by 
Einstein's theory of relativity. The question was, "Can the principle of 
causality be maintained?" Planck came to the conclusion, "We must 
maintain it for the time being, but there might come a time when physics 
has to give up this principle." The time came in 1927 when Heisenberg 
with his new theory, showed that there is no absolute causality and that 
the laws of nature are laws of statistics rather than laws of absolute 
validity. I mention this to show you that this is a century of tremendous 
changes. . .It was a time of terrific revolutioi~.~ 

"Wrtr had broken out" and S a s e  too would be among the troops to march. 
He entered the Prussian army in October 191 6 and in just over a month he 
was engaged in battle? Even h s  war experience was recalled in the context 
of the intellectual revolution of the day. 

On the 3 1 st of October [ 19 171, the same day when Holl had given his 
famous address to the university and church dignitaries in Berlin, we 
had our service on the front. The preacher, a member of the consistory 
in Magdeburg, was chaplain of our division. I shall never forget that 
wet, autumn day in Belgium, when we were assembled before we went 

I into the great battle of Passchendaele that this man preached on Luther 
1 as a great German leader. And then he came to his main topic: '3% - 

must win the war; and there are three great men who guarantee the 
victory; these are the Kaiser, Hindenburg and Ludendorf." used to 
call this his trinity, and I as a candidate of theology had always to listen 

I to the comments-of the people who had to listen to such sermons; ths  
was the Prussian church of that time.) After the service, the Lord's 

I Supper was celebrated; some people went to receive Holy Communion, 
and then we went up to Passchendaele. We were a hundred and fifty 
men, fully equipped &id a full company. On the sixth we came back and 
six men reported. The others were killed or had disappeared in the fire, 

ranism, with Special Refer- 
starnent," Lutheran Synod 

tor's Note: This "was an idormaf lecture 
rtunity to check ths  material which was 

e Berlin in the summer semester and passed his first 
dcr Friedwch-Afexander Univer~itat~ 

so Torn Hardt Correspondence (6 Mas 196 1 

the water and the gas of one of the worst battles of the First World M r .  
W e n  we came back, we heard of the Russian Revol~tion.~ 

Sasse later observed: "The gaps in Practical Theology were later filled at 
the 'Kriegsschule' (officers training school) and in the first years in the rnin- 
i~ f iy ' '~  

0 

He was indeed educated in the citadel of liberalism: the great Adolf von 
Harnack was the most inf luen~d church historian of his day whose cantro- 
versial views however nearly denied him his chair at Berlin. lo Even after his 
o m  "conversion," Sasse nevertheless admired his great teacher" He often 
mentioned Karl Holl, whom some consider the father of the Luther Renais- 
sance. Sasse often critiqued Holl's interpretation of Luther, especially on the 
sacraments: e.g. "Holl was also my teacher, but I never could agree with hlm 
when he regarded Calvin is [sic. as] the only real follower of Luther and 
when he, with almost all men of his school, rejected Luther's understanding 
of the sacraments. 'Wem das am griinen Holz geschieht, was will am durren 
~ e r d e n ? " " ~  Adoif D e i s s m m  of course was hs "Dokto~lrater." Others in- 
cluded Reinhold Seeberg, the systematician, Julius K in the pklosophy 
of religion, Martin Dibelius and Otto Eissfeldt. " Ernst Troeltsch was still at 
Berlin but in the school of philosophy. 

For Sasse, as for Karl Barth, the war ended this liberal era of his life. His 
Friend and ~ h t d e n t ~ m u l u s ,  Pfarrer Hans-Siegfried Huss, described h s  well: 

The optimistic filtmschauung of the liberal, enlightened middle class 
(out of which he came), and, closely corresponding to it, the "thwlogy" 
of the Berlin faculty at that time (Hamack, Troeltsch, D e i s s m ,  and 

"The Impact of BultmWsm.. . ," 4 
'Xemifisances.. ." 4 

l o  Colin Brown in The New InternaHonal Dictionary of the Christian Church, ed. 
J. D. Douglas, 2nd ed., Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978,452 

l 1  See his Review Essay: "Der Theologe des Zweiten Reiches. Gedanken iiber 
Lebensbeschreibung Adolf vom Hmacks," Besprechungsaarfsaez zu: Agnes yon 
Zah-Harnack, Adolf vsn Harnack. Berlin-Tempelhof: Hans-Bott, 1936 in 
ZeifTPiendt: 12.12 (Sep 1936) 346-354, reprint in In Statu Confessionis, 11, 1976, 
194-200 [hereafter: ISC]. 

l2 "If that happens to green wood, what will happen to dry?" From letter to Ralph 
Gehrke (4 Jan 1957) (Q;ehrke Collection; h e r d e r :  Gehrke). See also letter to 
hIemrafl Preus (22 Mar 1956) (her ican Lutheran Church Archives, Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul; [hereafter; SW]). 

l 3  For list of faculties: Srchliches Jahrbuch &r die evangelischen Lmdeskirchen 
Deutschlmds 1913. hrsg. v. J. Sclhneider, 40. Jahrgang, Gutersloh: C. Bertels- 
m a n ,  19 13,s 1; also 43. Jahrgang, 19 16, 583 and 44. Jahrgang, 1917,600. 
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others) fell to pieces for him. And step by step he found the way to 
Luther's Theologia crucis and at the same time access to the correct 
unders-kg of the Word of God and to the use of the Holy Sacra- 
ments as instituted as the means of grace whch alone constitute the 
church.14 

Once again we hear from Sasse hmself as he gives t h s  s u m r u y  ofhis life in 
an early letter to h s  friend, Torn Hardt: 

I was ordained in 1920 in Berlin, afier I had served some years in the 
war. In 1921 1 was in Sweden and saw sometlung of the glory of the 
Lutheran Church. However, what Lutheranism is, I learned in America 
1925/26. I was pastor in Oranicnburg and Berlin, a Lutheran within the 
union. I was Lic. theol. of Berlin and was about to become Privatdozent 
for NT as assistant of Beissmann. M e n  everything was ready, the 
Oberkirchenrat proposed [or professed] against a Lutheran in this posi- 
tion. Since no one else was available, a Baptist (Schrerder [?I) was 
appointed. Erlangen called me to a chair for church hstory in 1933. 
Political difficulties arose. I had been the first to fight the progrm of 
the NSDAP. So I got only the salary of a country pastor though I 
fulfilled the duties of a full professor with Seminars. I fought for the 
Lutheran Church against the DEK [Deutsche Evmgelische Kirche] of 
1 93 3 and the EK.1833 after Lhe war. After the re-opening of the university 
I got eventually all the rights and the income of an ordinar?us Professor, 
a life-time position. When my best students were deposed or forced to 
deny their conviction, I had to go. Missouri was in 1948 under the 
influence of the liberal wing. So they did not take me. They have 
regretted that. I accepted the call to Australia to help to unite the two 
Lutherm bodies of the Missouri and the L~he-traQtion. The influence 
ofthe Luth. "Oekumene" smashed all our plans, frustrated the work of 
many years. Now our church is under the spell of Geneva. Penniless I 
had come to Australia into one of the poorest diaspora churches in the 
world. I have an income of a little over 100 dollar (about 60 Lt Aust.) 
and house, as long as I can work.' 

e have that tone of tragedy which would be such a prominent part of 
ption of the church, for instance. It was a life of 

ip. It was a lonely life. That lonliness was personal, but 
ical. S s s e  saw the confessional L\rthemism. dvvindling, 

he had found it. "What Lueberarnism is, 1 lemed in 

Scasse: A Bibliographhy (ATLA Biblio-graphy Series 3'71, 
n, Lanham: Scarecrow Press, 1995, xi (trans. by editor). 

America 1925/26."16 It was on a study visit to the United States that he 
discovered h s  Lutheranism. Remember, he had been a churchman of the 
Prussim Union. He described th s  in a letter to Theodore Bachmm of the 
U&CA: 

As a matter of fact, I have become a conscious Lutheran in your church. 
I came from the theology of Berlin as it was taught before World War I 
and from the Church of the Prussian Union in which I was a pastor. In 
Sweden I had for the first time seen a Lutheran Church. In America I 
understood that the Lutheran Church carnot exist unless it takes seri- 
ously the borderline dram by our confession over against other Chris- 
tian denominations .' 
After the Second World War, he wimessed the decline, even the loss of 

Lutheranism in the German churches. l 8  He began that now famous series of 
letters to Lutheran pastors (Brie$ an lulberische Pastoren) which served 
that community of Lutherans throughout the world who faced the demise of 
confessional Chri~tianity'~ These, like almost all of Sasse's writing, were 
addressed to the church rather than to the academic community, to pastors 
and churchmen, "lonely Lutherans. " 

We can identify two events which, between them, formed as it were the 
the watershed s f  h s  life. These were the Barmen Declaration of 1934 and 
the formation of the Evangelicsch Kirche in Deutschland (EKiD) in 1948. 
These events marked the triumph of Karl Barth's ecclesiology; these events 
marked the end of Lutheranism in Germany and indeed, as we shall see later, 
beyond. These events marked the triumph of what had been attempted by 
F~edPieka Wilhelm LD[ of Pnrssia in 18 14 and 1830. Tkese events were the 
climax of a chain of events whch led from the Prussian Union to the Leuenberg 
Concord in 1 993. 

l6 Letter l of 2 (18 Jun 1958) (Hardt). 
'' (2 May 61) (Concordia Historical Institute 200-BEH Suppl. 11 Box 2 File 13 

[hereatZer: CHI). For a fuller description of this ""conversion," see my article, 
" H e m m  Sass and North American Lutheranism." in Logia (Reformation 
1 995). 

l8  "Das Ende der luthenischen Landeslkirchen in Deutschlands," (28 Sep 48 j, 
VervielfAltipng, 5 S. First printed in the Quartafschrft (later Wisconsin 
tufheran Quarter@ [hereafter QS]) 45.4 (Oct 1948) 233 -24 1; reprinted in ISC, 
I, 303-308. 

l9 The letters began in 1948 and would csxntim until No. 62 in 1969. Nos. 1 
&rough 30 were mimeographed f C'er?*ieydltigung); the remaining were printed. 
From No. 9 (1949) they were included either as a supplement (Beifage) to or 
part of the Lulitrerische Blkitter. All were published by his friend, Pfarrer 
FPeedrich Wilhelm Hopf. 



We have heard his description of how he came to resign his position as 
professor (Ordinanus) at the Universi~ of Erlangen and to leave his church, 
the Bavarian Landeskirche. He joined the Evangelisch-lutherische 
(dtlutherische) Krche or Breslau Synod. hofessor Sasse's o m  words briefly 
summarize his estimation of the hansitional period of his life. Describing in 
1948 the situation for a confessionally minded pastor in the Bavarian Church 
he explains his resignation and pl ed move to Austral[ira. 

All the men who cannot give up the Formula of Concord which is among 
the official Confessions of the Church of Bavaria must either go or 
subscribe to the new church laws with a broken conscience. This is the 
reason why I accepted the first call whlch came to me, and that was the 
call from Australia.. . .You know; and your friends know it also that I am 
not a fanatic. I spent more than 20 years, in the Ecumenical movement. 
I gave more time to it than any other theologian in tfus country. But 
since this movement has become a means to further the political plans sf 
Geneva I cannot take part in it any longer. During the Third Reich the 
party and the lrchliches Aussenamt prevented me from attending Ecu- 
menical conferences. Since 1945 Niemoeller afid Barth are doing the 
same. Can you understand that I am longing for a country in which the 
Lutheran Church is still free. I shall go, if my plans can be carried out, 
to one of the smallest and poorest Lutheran Churches. My Bavarian 
Government is trying to keep me here. They are prepared to pay me the 
lughest salary a German Professor can get. But if I see the distress of 
my students I must go, and I hope that God will show me tlie way. "Weg 
hast due allerwegen, an Mitteln fehlt dir's nicht," as we sing with Paul 
Gerhard. 20 

He accepted the Call offered him by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Australia, to teach at Immanuel Seminary in North Adelaide, South 
Australia. He was installed on October 12th, 19149." But the move also 
provided new challenges, chief of whlch was the union of the two Lutheran 
churches in Australia. He related to his friend, Herman Preus, that this was 
one of the chef reasons he had gone to Australia. As a UELCA member of 
the Intersynodical Committee, he was insmmend in preparing for the merger 
achieved in 1966 with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia; this 
formed the Lutherm Church of Australia. 
a Letter to Herman Preus (27 Nov 48) (STP). The verses of Paul Gerhard are 

from his Be9ehl du deine Wege, in English in The Lutheran HyPnnal, St. Louis, 
194 1, hymn 520, stanza 4, Thy h m d  is never shortened, / A Il things must serve 
Thy might. 

21 H. E W. Proeve, "Wermann Otto Erich Sasse," Lutheran IFheologicak Journal, 
10.2 (Aug. 76), 63-5 
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Part I 

I. Basth md Bamren as Nemeses for Confkssional Lutheranism 
A. The way to Barmen 

C. The consequences of B m e n  

Barmen is a city in Westphalia. Here, at the end of May 1934, a confer- 
ence of churchmen was called. The conference, later designated as the first 
synod of the Bekennende Kirche (the so-called "Confessing Church"), would 
later be considered one of the most significant and consequential meetings of 
the century, not only for the Geman churches, but for Christianity in general. 

Sasse was to be there by the direction of his bishop. 
B m e n  was gathered to speak for the church in the face of threats from 

National Socialism. Sasse had already spoken clearly and publicly. During 
this period, he was prominent in movements which challenged the increasing 
encroack-ent sf the National Socialists into the ajffairs of the church. VOThlle 
not a signer of the original manifesto of the "Young Reformers" of Berlin 
(J2tfikgrefuvmatorische Baoegung), he was involved in the movement at an 
early stage.' He was one of the chief drafters of the Bethel Confession of 
1 9332 as well as a leading participant in Although this venture was 

Eberhard Bethge, Dietrich Bonhoeffer; ikfan 01' I$sion, Man of Co urage, trans. 
by E. PdiQsbachen; et al. under the editorship of E. Robertson, New York: Harper 
& Row, 1970 (F~untain Edition), 1977, 214 & 229 
At least the iirst draft; see Sasse, "Impact of Braltmannism ...", 10; Bethge. ibid.. 
229, esp. 23 1-3; also Guy C. Carter, Confession at Bethel, Aztgust 1933- 
Endurii~g M4tPzess: The Foi~tnatiout, Revision and SqprJicautce of the First Full 
Theological CorIfession of fhe Eva~rgelical Church stniggle in I\inzi Germany, 
Dissertation (PIID), Marquette Unl~~ersity, Milwaukee, 1987.6. 61, 66, 71-3,78: 
84,89, 92, 95, 103, 110-1, etperssim.; and Christine-Ru& Moller, Bekennmis 
und Bekenneut, Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Bethel (1933) Ein Iul'herischer Verssuch 
(Stu&enbOcher zur kircMichen Zeitgeschishte, Bd. 7), Nliinchen: Ghr. Kaiser, 
1989 
A~thur C. Cochrane, The Church ir Conjession Under Hitler, Philadelphia: 
1962 (reprint: Pittsburgh Reprint Series 4, Piasburgh: 1976); by special 
request of his bishop, Hans Meiser, Sasse was included in the committee for 
&&ing the declaration, ibid., 54; and Hannelore Braun and Carsten Nico- 
laisen, eds., T/eranhuortungGpr die firche, Stenographische ,4u$eichnungen 
und Mitschrften von Landesibschof Hans hfeiser 1933-1955 (Band 1 : Sommer 
I933 bis Scsmer 1935), Giittingen: 1985, 278n3 


































































