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that any might boast of them. Rather they
were given to be observed, and that obedi-
ence to God might be shown in them, as

Moses and the prophets most earnestly teach.65

Finally, and in the fourth place, Luther cited
the pride of the Jews, more than ever evident in
the 20th century, over the fact that God had given
the Jewish people the land of Canaan, Jerusalem,
and the temple. To that Luther responded that:

God has often squashed such boasting and
arrogance, especially through the kind of
Babylon who led them away into captivity
and destroyed everything {(just as the king
of Assyria earlier had led all Israel away
and had laid everything low). Finally

they were exterminated and devastated by
the Romans over fourteen hundred years ago
~=-go that they might well perceive that God
did not regard, nor will regard, their
country, city, temple, priesthood or prin=-
cipality, and view them on account of these
as his own people. Yet their iron neck as
Isaiah calls it, is not bent, nor is their
brass forehead red with shame. Isaiah, 48,
4. They remain stone blind, obdurate, im-
movable, ever hoping that God will restore
their homeland to them and give everything
back to them.®

To this Lutrher added the warning of I Kings, 9, 6f

If you turn aside from following me... and
do not keep my commandments... then I will
cut off Israel from the land which I have
given them; and the house which I have con~
secrated for my name I will cast out of my
ight; and Israel will become a proverb
and a byword among all peoples. With an
utter disregard for this, they stood, and
gcill stand, firm as a rock or an inert
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stone image, insisting that God gave them
country, city, temple, and that therefore
they had to be God's people or church,®’

All of this discussion of the four objects of
Jewish pride is preliminary to the main issue,
the primary heresy of Judaism, its expectation
of a messiah to come in the future, and its rejec~
tion of the true Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. Luther takes up this issue in the second,
and main, part of the treatise. This discussion
comprises about half of the whole work. It is a
careful and comprehensive exegesis of four impor-
tant proof texts demonstrating that Jesus is,
without doubt, the true Messiah. These passages
are Genesis 49, IT Samuel 23, Haggai 2., and Dan-
iel 9.98 yhile Luther's study of these passages
is straightforward and textual, he does insert a
few asides that characterized the attitude of
Luther's generation toward the Jews. The follow-
ing examples illustrate the general attitude of
medieval people toward the Jewish people.

A person who is unacquainted with the devil
might wonder why they are so particularly
hostile toward Christians. They have no
reason to act this way, since we show them
every kindness. They live among us, enjoy
our shield and protection, they use our
country and our highways, our markets and
streets, Meanwhile our rulers and piinces
sit there and snore with mouths hanging
open, and permit the Jews to steal, and rob
from their moneybage and treasures whatever
they want. That is, they let the Jews, by
means of their usury, skin and fleece them
and their subjects and make them beggars
with their cwn money. For the Jews, who
are exiles, should really have nothing, and
whatever they have must surely be our prop-
erty. They do not work, and they do not
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