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P l e a s e  accep t  our  apo log i e s  f o r  t h e  consid-  
e r a b l e  de l ay  i n  get i - ing t h i s  Deceinber, 1978 i s s u e  
of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  t o  you. 

Our r e a d e r s  w i l l  no doubt r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  
June,  1978 i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  we p re sen t ed  
an  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  of Matthew 18: 15-20, by 
P ro f .  J .  B, Madson. A t  t h a t  t ime we o f f e r e d  t o  
p r i n t  "another  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  of Matthew 18:  
15-20, d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  same p o i n t  of i s s u e ,  a s  
s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  a n t i t h e s e s  above, should one of 
our  ELS p a s t o r s  o r  p r o f e s s o r s  submit such an a r t i -  
c l e  i n  suppor t  s f  t he  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  
congrega t ion  i s  a d i v i n e l y  i n s t i t u t e d  e x t e r n a l  
o rgan i za t i on"  (The -- Lutheran Synod Qua r t e r l y ,  
X V I I I ,  No, 2 ,  June ,  1978  pp-  51-53). 

No e x e g e t i c a l  s t udy  i n  r e p l y  t o  Prof. Madson's 
s tudy  was submit ted t o  t h e  Qua r t e r l y .  A c r i t i q u e  
of P ro f .  Madson's s t udy  was d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  
ELS General  P a s t o r a l  Conference,  meet ing January  
9-12, a t  Madison, Wisconsin, by t h e  Rev, W e  C ,  
Gul l ixson ,  Sioux F a l l s ,  South  Dakota. The under- 
s igned  asked P r o f ,  M. B, O t to ,  Managing Editor of 
t h e  Qua r t e r l y ,  t o  r e q u e s t  P a s t o r  Gul l ixson  t o  sub- 
m i t  h i s  c r i t i q u e  t o  c t ~ e  Qua r t e r l y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
which he  ha s  k ind ly  done, 

Readers w i l l  f i n d  t h e  C r i t i q u e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  
of the  Qua r t e r l y .  

The i . ssae  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  book reviews.  

The March, 1978 i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  w i l l  
con t a in  t h e  Reformation Lec tu re s  and t h e  presen-  
t a t i o n s  of t h e  r e a c t o r s  of l a s t  October.  
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1, The unders igned  submits t he  f o l l o w i n g  as a  
c r i t i q u e  of t h e  s t u d y  e n t i t l e d f M a t t h e w  18: 

15-20" by P r o f .  J. B. Madson, as p r i n t e d  i n  the 
June,  1978,  issue of THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY, 
pages  53-66, 

2, To be sure,  both Hatthew l6:18 and i8:15-20 
aue the key verses of oras unders tanding  of 

t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Chuxch and M i n i s t r y ,  These 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself must hold 
the Xizy t o  our understanding. (It i s  strange tha t  
t h e  g o c t r i n e  Cs~aittee of the  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran 
Sgzod i n  i t s  F i n a l  Repor t  s h s u l d  i g n o r e  t h e  Sav- 
i o r %  sown w o r d s  i n  PIatthew 18, 17)- 

3, We shou ld  gn back to M a t t h e w  P 6 : H  t o  ge2 the  
s e t t i ~ g :  "And I say a l s o  unrb thee, t h a t  thou 

a r t  P e t e r ,  and upon c h i s  rock I % 4 ; . % 1 1  buiPd Ny 
Church; and the  gates o f  h e l l  shall n u t  p r e v a i l  
aga i r l s t  it." What does " t h i s  rock" (pet ra)  mean? 
And what does  "My @ h u ~ c h "  (mou ten exclesia) 
mean? The f irs2 question 2s answered by Due 
Nartin Luther ,  "This rock is Chr i s t  and H i s  word." 
And J~Taanfaes Y l v i s a k ~ r ,  aue'nsr cf FEE GOSPELS, 
answers t h e  second question s n  pzge 43%: 

"Here w e  f i n d  the. word 'C'nt.urch7 f o r  the 
f i rs t  time in the  NEW Tegkament, (The 
Greek ekklysia--from ek and kalein-- 
des igna te s  the Church as t he  assembly of 
a11 who are called o u t  of t h e  world, so 
t h a t  t h e y  are not  s f  the wor ld ,  even 
though they are y e t  in t h e  wor ld , )  The 
pronoun 'MyB declares that this now be- 
longs ts Jesus, Apart from t h i s  passage, 



t h e  word occurs  only once i n  t h e  Gospels,  
v i z ,  Matthew 18:17, I n  t h e  l a t t e r  pas- 
sage  i t  has  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  church,  
h e r e  however, t o  t h e  communion of be l i ev -  
e r s  i n  t h e  New Testament (Church of t h e  
Lord) , '' 

Also, Br,  C, F, W e  Walther s t a t e s  i n  Thes is  I of 
 he Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church t h e  True V i s i b l e  
Church of God on ~ a r t h " :  

"The one holy C h r i s t i a n  Church on e a r t h ,  
o r  t h e  Church i n  t h e  groper  s ense  of t h e  
word, o u t s i d e  of which t h e r e  i s  no sa lva-  
t i o n ,  i s ,  accord ing  t o  God's Word, t h e  
t o t a l  of a11  t h a t  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t  
and are s a n c t i f i e d  through this faith," 

Artd in r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  "keys" g i v e n  to Peter, 
J, Ylvisaker  w r i t e s  : 

'Tor t h e  power of t h e  keys has  n o t  been 
e n t r u s t e d  to any o f f i c i a l  rank o r  s t a t i o n ,  
bu t  t o  t h e  Church, and i s  adminis te red  
through t h e  e c c % e s i a s t i c a l  o f f i c e ,  A l l  
t h i n g s  belong ts t h e  Church (I Car, 3 : 2 4 f f , )  
However, i t  i s  n o t  only t h e  Church a s  a  
gene ra l  cornunion which posses se s  t h e  keys 
of t h e  Kingdom of God, The l o c a l  church 
has  them a l s o ,  and may use  them, (Matthew 
18:18) , , , . . ,Sesus  has  e n t r u s t e d  %he keys of- 
t h e  Kingdom t o  the  c a r e  of H i s  Church i n  
H i s  s t ead , ' '  

Thus i$ i s  e l e a r  t h a t  one of t h e  revered  church 
fa thers  of our  Synod s ta tes  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  "My 
Church" of Matthew %6: l8  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Una Saneta ,  
t h e  Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church, t h e  Cornunion of S a i n t s ;  
and t h a t  t h e  "church" of Matthew 18:17 r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  congregat ion,  t o  which a l s o  has  been 
e n t r u s t e d  t h e  "keys, '" 

4, Let u s  look a t  t h e  contex t  i n  Matthew 18,  A t  
t h e  beginning of t h e  chap te r  we f i n d  t h e  d i s -  

c i p l e s  of J e s u s  concerned about who i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i n  the  kingdom of heaven. The Trans f igu ra t i on  
even t ,  when Je sus  took a long  only t h r e e  d i s c i p l e s ,  
may have caused t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t o  wonder about  who 
i s  %he g r e a t e s t ,  a l though they knew i t  was no t  
r i g h t  o r  proper  t o  do so.  J e s u s  i n s t r u c t s  them 
t h a t  i n  t h e  kingdom of God t h e r e  i s  no such d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  a s  we f i n d  i n  c i v i c  and wor ld ly  a f f a i r s .  
The d i s c i p l e s  were ignoran t  of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  
of t h e  kingdom. J e sus  teaches  them humi l i t y  by t h e  
example of a  c h i l d  and then t r e a t s  of t h e  problem 
of o f f ense .  The key verse i s  7 ,  " for  i t  must needs 
be t h a t  o f f e n s e s  come; b u t  woe t o  t h a t  man by whom 
t h e  o f f e n s e  eometh,'"nother key v e r s e  i s  10 ,  
"Take heed t h a t  ye  d e s p i s e  not  one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  
ones," and v e r s e  ll, "FOX= t h e  Son of man i s  come 
t o  seek  and t o  save  t h a t  which was lost.'"lso 
v e r s e  1 4 ,  " ~ v e n  s o  i t  i s  no t  t he  w i l l  of your 
Fa the r  which i s  i n  heaven t h a t  one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  
ones should p e r i s h -  '' 

5, J s  Ylv isaker  (THE GOSPELS) sums t h i s  up i n  a 
p e r c e p t i v e  way:  

"Wlnat p a i n s  Jesus-redemptive l ove  t akes  
t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  e r r i n g  s i n n e r ,  This  i s  
t h e  c a s e  a l s o  i n  the  SoSZswing where t h e  
sub j e c t  i s  church d i s c i p l i n e ,  Every 
e f f o r t  s h a l l  be made t o  regain  t h e  s i n n e r  
f o r  t h e  Kingdsm sf G9d, and the method 
s h a l l  b e  a 2 p l i e d  :Afhieh seek ing ,  sav ing  
l o v e  sugges ts ; for  the  same mind shall be 
i n  us  which was also i n  Chr is t  J e s u s  
( P h i l ,  2 :5 ) , , , ,Church  d i s c i p l i n e  must be 
governed by love."  (under Matthew 18:15) 

6. The essay by P r o f ,  J, B,  Madson l e a v e s  l i t t l e  
t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  a s  Ear a s  syn tax  i s  concerned; 

however, t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e s e  S c r i p t u r e  



passages  must be  ob j ec t ed  t o  a s  be ing  a t  v a r i a n c e  J e s u s  C h r i s t  when H e  speaks of "My Church" ( ~ a t t ,  
w i th  most of t h e  church f a t h e r s ,  most commentaries, 
and w i th  most Lutheran dogmatic ians .  Also t h e  tone  

16:  18)  and " T e l l  t h e  e c c l e s i a s s  (Matt. 18:  171, t h e  
congrega t ion ,  t o  which t h e  e r r i n g  b r o t h e r  i s  r e -  

of  t h e  e s say  and t h e  terms of r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
"brother-who-sinned'' could r e f l e c t  more t h e  l ov ing  

s p o n s i b l e *  

concern and t h e  e a r n e s t  l ov ing  e f f o r t  t o  s ave  t h e  
s o u l  involved ,  a s  J e s u s  demonstrated i n  H i s  minis- 

$, A s D r .  A *  
ST,? T T T  - 

t r y .  The purpose of d i s c i p l i n e  is  h a r d l y  t o  keep 
t h e  church "a pu re  people  of God." ( s e e  L.S.Q. ,  
June, 1978, p.  54.)  The Formula of Concord i n  i t s  
l a s t  a r t i c l e  condemned t h e  Anabapt i s t s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
f o r  t h a t  s p i r i t .  

7, The e s s a y i s t  d e f i n e s  t h e  "bro ther"  i n  v e r s e  1 5  
a s  fo l lows:  "The term ' b r o t h e r '  exp re s se s  a 

ve ry  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h a t  w i t h i n  a f ami ly ,  h e r e  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  fami ly  of God, a s  evidenced by t h e  
connect ion w i th  t h e  'church '  l a t e r  on." I n  THE 
GOSPELS, on page 425, J, Ylvisaker  comments on t h e  
words " thy b ro the r s '  a s  fo l lows:  Me ( t hy  b r o t h e r )  
"is one who i s  i n  t h e  f e l l owsh ip  of f a i t h ,  a m e m b e r  
of t h e  Church. With o u t s i d e r s  I am no t  concerned 
i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  Church d i s c i p l i n e  is f o r  church 
members," The i n f e r e n c e  of t h e  e s s a y i s t  i s  t o  
i d e n t i f y  "brother"  w i th  t h e  Una Sanc ta ,  i , e . ,  
" t h e  s p i r i t u a l  fami ly  of GodP\ and t h u s  would 
r u l e  ou t  t h a t  t h e  b r o t h e r  i s  a p r o f e s s i n g  f e l l o w  
member of a C h r i s t i a n  congrega t ion  a t  one p l a c e ,  
which i s  d e f i n i t e l y  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  
What t h e  e s s a y i s t  i s  say ing  i s  t h a t  church h e r e  i s  
a f e l l owsh ip  of s a i n t s .  Th i s  i s  un t enab l e  i n  t h i s  
con t ex t  because no one can read  ano the r  p e r s o n ' s  
h e a r t .  ''The Lord knoweth them t h a t  a r e  H i s . "  
I1 Tim. 2:19. "~cclesia'"iaff v e r s e  17 r e f e r s  t o  a 
l o c a l  assembly of p ro fe s s ing  C h r i s t i a n s .  "Brother" 
r e a l l y  means a b r o t h e r  from a l o c a l  congrega t ion .  
I n  s t e p s  of admonition and d i s c i p l i n e  we a r e  n o t  t o  
look  f o r  o u t s i d e r s .  By synechdoche we unders tand 
of course  t h a t  t h e r e  are b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  Una Sancta ,  a t  t h a t  p l ace .  However, 
t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  set up by our  Lord 

- 4 -  

VVl* L V q  y e  

House, 1909) : 

Hoenecke s t a t e s  (Ev, Luthe  Dogmatik, 
1 7 7 f f , ,  Northwestern Pub l i sh ing  

$When ' T e l l  it t o  t h e  churchf i s  en jo ined ,  
1 am no t  d i r e c t e d  t o  the  i n v i s i b l e  church. 
For no one i n f a l l i b l y  knows the b e l i e v e r s  
and cannot t h e r e f o r e  t e l l  i t  t o  them. 
Thus t h e  concept  i s  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  Local 
cong rega t i on , "  

3, 'nother o b j e c t i o n :  "'The use  of t i le  second per-  
son singular pronoun, both in t h e  a c c u s a t i v e  

and g e n i t i v e ,  narrows the scope cf t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n , "  
to qquo t  t h e  essayist. T h e  on ly  r e s t r i c t i o n  here 
set f o r t h  by the Lord  Jesus C h r i s t  is that t h e  in- 
d i v i d u a l  be  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  love,  p r i v a t e l y ,  and i n  
a p r i v a t e  manner i n  o r d e r  to ga in  t h e  brother---to 
s ave  h i s  s o u l ,  W e  would ask how i s  t h e  scope nar- 
rowed by t h e  s i n g u l a r  form? 

10. The s ta tement  t h a t  "gain i m p l i e s  p rev ious  loss"  
might be ques t ioned ,  Actua l ly  t h e  t e l l i n g  

a t t e m p t s  t o  gain the  b r o t h e r ,  Be is s t i l l  a b r o t h e r *  
Be Is n o t  l o s t ,  H e  i s  i n  danger of l o s i n g  h i s  f a i t h .  
14- i s  n o t  proven. yet--not u n t i l  l:e r e j e c t s  t h e  hear- 
ing  ber'ore t h e  "eccPesia," assembled congrega t ion ,  

11, Verse 16*  The essayist comments on "Take with 
thee one o r  two more3' and w r i t e s  :: "The t ex t  

does nee declare whether t h i s  one sr two more are 
t o  be other brothers ,"  T h i s  seens un tenab l e ,  It 
is  cer tain tha$ t h e  "concerned b r o t h e r g '  w i l l  no t  
depend on ou t s ide r s ,  unbelievers, nsn-members in 
d e d i n g  w i t h  a "brother who has s inned" and w b s e  
soul"  sdfvatisn i s  i w o l v e d ,  The w i t n e s s e s  he 



c a l l s  i n  a r e  f e l l ow  members of t h a t  congrega t ion  a t  
t h a t  p l a c e .  These a r e  w i tne s s ing  t h e  a l l e g e d  s i n -  
n e r ' s  r e a c t i o n ,  It i s  more than  an assumption. It 
i s  t h e  on ly  conc lus ion  t o  be reached.  The e s s a y i s t  
con t inues ,  "We can r i g h t l y  assume t h a t  they  a r e  
from t h e  f e l l owsh ip  of t h e  fami ly ,  t h e  church--in 
o t h e r  words, o t h e r  b r o t h e r s , "  This  makes i t  appear  
t h a t  t h e  prev ious  o b j e c t i o n  i s  need l e s s .  But look 
a t  i t  c l o s e r .  Study t h e  g e n e r a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  words 
" fe l lowship  of t h e  f ami ly ,  t h e  church--in o t h e r  
words, o t h e r  b r o t h e r s . "  What fami ly?  What church? 
I n  v e r s e  15 "church" was i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  e s s a y i s t  
w i t h  Una Sanc ta ,  What o t h e r  b r o t h e r s ?  O f  t h e  Una 
Sanc ta?  06: t h e  "Church of God?" O f  t h e  Holy 
C h r i s t i a n  Church? S ince  t h i s  exeges i s  f avo r s  a 
view t h a t  t h e r e  Is no l o c a l  congrega t ion  o r  r e s t r i c -  
t i o n  t o  a l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  bu t  only g e n e r a l i t i e s  
about  the "family of GodP' and "church 'hnd5ef ined9  
w e  musk o b j e c t  and /or  i n s i s t  on what is t h e  obvious 
t e ach ing  of C h r i s t  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  There is no 
need t o  go t o  o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  t o  o t h e r  cong rega t i ons ,  
t o  t h o s e  who have no j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  concern i n  
t h i s  o f f i c i a l  procedure.  For t h e  congrega t ion  t o  
a c t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  ( i f  i t  should come t o  i t s  a t t e n -  
t i o n )  t h e  w i tne s se s ,  i f  they  a r e  t o  be v a l i d  wi t -  
n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  congrega t ion ,  must b e  from and 
t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  l o c a l  congrega t ion ,  a s  Jesus  s ays ,  
"Tel1 i t  t o  t h e  church (congrega t ion) . "  

12 .  We should n o t e  t h i s  ve ry  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  two o r  
t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s ,  t h e  accuse r ,  and t h e  b r o t h e r  

who h a s  s inned  do n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  e c c l e s i a ,  a congre- 
g a t i o n .  Th i s  should end t h e  r epea t ed  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
every  and any group of C h r i s t i a n s  be ing  c a l l e d  
church,  e c c l e s i a  o r  congreaga t ion ,  i f  we t r u l y  
a c c e p t  J e s u s '  words i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  

13 .  It i s  impor tan t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  t a k e  up t h e  
O f f i c e  of t h e  Keys i n  o rde r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i ts  

r e l e v a n c e  h e r e  i n  v e r s e s  16-18, Regarding t h e  

Off  i r e  of t.he K e y s ,  whi.cla incZr~tIes t h e  preaching 
OI t h c  Gospel , the admini st  erirzg of the  Sacrament s, 
and absolving and r e t a i n i n g  of s i n s ,  D r .  M a r t i n  
Lutlaer w r i  tes (Lutherk  s Works, Vol. 40 ,  p. 3 4 7 )  :: 

"From a l l  t h i s  we can e a s i l y  conclllde that,  
t h e s e  people  do n o t  cons ide r  t h e  keys a 
d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  work, o r d e r  o r  o f f i c e .  
But l i k e  Turlcs and t h e  hea then ,  they con- 
s i d e r  them a man-made o r d e r  o r  o f f i c e ,  sub- 
j e c t  a s  any o t h e r  temporal o rde r  t o  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l ,  For they base  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  not- 
on God's Word bu t  on human a c t i o n  and 
ConceTIle ' f  

Tllus L u t h e r  c a l l s  t h e  O f f i c e  nf t he  Keys a d i v i n e  
i n s t - i t u t i o r r ,  And L u t h e r  writes (?,,We, VoL, 4 0 ,  
p, 362): " ~ x u l y  where t h e  Word of God i s  not  found 
t h e  keys do i;iu!_ remain e i t h e r ,  The keys wand t o  be  
where G o d ' s  --- Word and t h e  church a r e ,  o r  e l s e  i.hey 
are  nc keys," And on page 369 Luther  t r e a t s  of the 
vel-ses bcf o r e  a s ,  and he emphasi z e s  unques@ionabl~-  
"the presence  cf t h e  assembled c o n g r e g a t i o x ~ ~ "  
"convicted i n  t h e i r  own congrega t ion  and b e f o r e  
t h e i r  own p a s t o r ,  and '"We, S t ,  P a u l ,  c a l l e d  an 
tile congrcgatiora t o  ac t " :  (L,W,, Vole  40, pp. 369, 
371, 3 7 2 , )  

"Tn H a l t .  18:15-17 you have a d e f i n i t e  t e x t  --- 
i n  wllir2., Christ. PlimseS i descrl'bes t h e  of r ice  -------------- 
s f  t%lc keys, YOU cannot. go c.~.rcpz22, i f  you ---- ----* -- 

('*. f a l l ow I r i s  instsr-uctisr2s. . . . . ,ii., 371) 1 c a l l  
i t  a devf I. s ax18 not GodP s 53x1 con t r a ry  d o 
Chris t  ' s command, when peopl e arc  cursed  wkth 
the ban s a c r i l e g i o u s l y ,  Fef o r e  they Iravc kccn 
convicked i n  -!*he presence of t.2re assembled -------- - -- -- 
congx'~3at.j --- on. Such arc all .;.Ire bans  wit- i r  
wI1ic711 t 11e ep iscopal  reyrescnf at ivcs and 

c a t e  pei)plg., before  a c:mg.t-egat icm ten, t-~cti:?ty 
~r t h i r t y  mil t :w dis" ian t ,  a1t't;uuglm t l l c s ~  pc:.r>l c> 



have never  been condemned, accused,  o r  
convic ted  in.  t h e i r  1" own congrega t ion  and 
b e f o r e  t h e i r  own p a s t o r . "  

And on page 372  Luther  writes:  

"Paul was a n  a p o s t l e ,  y e t  he was n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  excommunicat.e a person who was 
l i v i n g  i n  a d u l t e r y  w i t h  h i s  stepmother 
(I o r .  5 : 1) B t i t  ---.-- he c a l l e d  0x1 the con- 
g r ega t i on  t o  a c t .  And when t h e  congrega t ion  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  any a c t i o n ,  he d i d  no t  e i t h e r ,  
because he was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  whatever pun- 
ishment t h e  congrega t ion  meted ou t  t o  him." 
(Emphasis mine.) 

34. Brenz ( i n  scripturn Matthaei  cornlmentarius 
(Tubing., 1566) ,  f o l .  602) comments on 

Platthew P8:17: 

"When C h r i s t  says :  ' T e l l  i t  un to  t h e  church,  ' 
t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  be unders tood of a l a r g e  
convent ion of t h e  church i n  which a l s o  t h e  
c i v i l  government i s  r ep re sen t ed ,  which 
accord ing  t o  i t s  voca t i on  ma in t a in s  p u b l i c  
o rde r  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  b u t  i t  i s  t o  be  
unders tood of a sma l l  assem1)Ly of which 
t h e  c i v i l  government i s  not  a member and 
i n  which i t  e i t h e r  has  no bus ines s  a t  a l l  
o r  is  regarded a s  a p r iva te  party. Such 
assembl ies  were for~ned  by t h o s e  who accom- 
pan i ed  Chr =. " 

15. By the  vague r e f e r e n c e s  and by t h e  s t u d i o u s  
avoidance of conc re t e  germs i n  d e f i n i n g  "other  

b r o t h e r s , "  as shown in the words of the e s s a y ,  
" fd lows t l i p  ef the family, t h e  church---in o t h e r  
words o t h e r  bro thers"  (p. 561, a F a l s e  i m p l i c a t i o n  
i s  g iven .  The phrase shori id be worded, "They are 
iron1 t h e  fe i lows l l ip  of tlic f iuc i ly ,  t i l t? I gc r t l  church- 
i n  o t h e r  word% o the r  E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ j ~ g ~  brot . l~crs  A;--J& 
f a i t h . "  Wc n~ake t h i s  p o s i ~ : i v e  suggest-ion becsusc --- 

we fear t h a t  the  e s s a y i s t  is lead ing  up t o  a d e n i a l  
of what Jestis  i s  say ing  i n  the  words,  "Te l l  t h e  
e c c l e s i a ,  the congrega t ion ."  

c a l  
o rd  

I n  t h e  paragraph of t h e  essay  on page 56 and 
57, r ega rd ing  t h e  " ' ina"  c l a u s e  s p e c i f i -  

l y ,  he  w r i t e s ,  "God d e s i r e s  u s  t o  be  no l e s s  
e r l y  i n  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s  than  i n  c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  " 

However, God wants s o u l s  t o  be saved,  n o t  neces- 
s a r i l y  t h a t  o rde r  be fol lowed,  The w i tne s se s  a r e  
to observe  t h e  man's word s f  repen tance  o r  hardness  
of h e a r t .  They a r e  t o  d e a l  w i th  a brother- in- the-  
f a i t h  i n  l o v e ,  w i t h  unders tanding ,  t o  win him, and 
n o t  t o  hang him on a word ow a c t i o n .  It i s  r a t h e r  
t o  lead him t o  repentance, and i f  necessary  t o  pu t  
t h e  r i g h t  words  i n  h i s  moueh, t o  he lp  him under- 
stand the se r iousness  sf the offense, The sen tence  
i n  the es say ,  "Yet i t  i s  clear"  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
these addi.:ionaX witnesses also speak t o  t h e  e r r i ~ i g  

* . r  b ~ o t h e ~ .  ~ L I  an e f f o r t  t o  ---- convict him 12 he doesn't 
l i s t e n  to them, '"  d o e s  no t  r e f i ~ e t  a s p i r i t  of lov- 
i n g  concern $or t h e  broth~r-in-the-faith who i s  
danger o f i s 1 r ? , g  h i s  s o l ~ l ~ .  The word "convj-ncr" 

-. 

i n s ~ e a d  s f  l i c ~ n ~ i c t ' t  is the p o i n t  we would make, ------ 

i7, Perhaps i t  i s  needless t o  coIxlment on t h i s  
spirit: of the pzi)erS f9-r i t  -jis n o t  a t  t h e  h e a r t  

of the  n a t r e r  before  u s ,  Bxt: i t  seems t h a t  t he  w c r d  
" ~ e s ~ i f y "  i n  l i n e  18 of ~h,: f i r s t  paragraph u n d e r  

- -- verse I 7  on page 57, i s  a j:ay(i.::;rnLal word, ~ h e  
"a t~toon"  call-s f r r  VG: e ~ ; " = . . ~ p l  e ~110 are  concerned 
f o r  IzEm, I t  i s  g11c soi.r:it sf :!:s Savior  that i s  
c a l l e d  f o r  in dea'-i.~-~g ta i th  pec;ple, -.*jith H i s  dis- 
c i p l e s ,  

: 8, And now i n  verse ?L7 we g e g  t c  khe heart  af t h e  
mitt-ea-, on page 5 8 ,  ""L'ell It- t o  t h e  churcT~," 

Bbjeces"a~r must be vczieed %a xFie essay is t -  i n s e r t i n g  
tXre vfdtrds " t au  -LI~GC,U'' to the r e f e r e n c e  i n  Mat-'r, 
6 8 Ve ag ree  with &he s e n t e ~ ~ c c :  "1x1 t h J s  
former p h c e  the a-crn-rt 4s q u i t e  r e a d i l y  recognized 



a s  t h e  t o t a l  f e l l owsh ip  of God's e l e c t ,  a l l  be- 
l i e v e r s ,  t h e  fami ly  of God, t h e  Una Sanc ta ,  t h e  
u n i v e r s a l  church. Against  t h i s  church even t h e  
powers of h e l l  s h a l l  n o t  p r e v a i l  (Matt. 16:18).11 
It could be improved t o  c l a r i f y  f o r  everyone i f  
"family of God" and "un ive r sa l  church" were cap i -  
t a l i z e d  a s  i s  "Una Sancta ."  Then we would imme-  
d i a t e l y  recognize  what i s  being r e f e r r e d  t o ,  t h e  
Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church, and I am s u r e  we would a l l  
ag ree .  

But we must o b j e c t  t o  t h i s :  Immediately f o l -  
lowing (Matt. 1 6 ~ 1 8 )  i s  t h e  s en t ence  "This i s  s o  
because i t  i s  t h e  church of God, "n e c c l e s i a  tou  
theou." The Greek t e x t  of Matt ,  16:18 does n o t  
have t h e  " tou theou" which t h e  e s s a y i s t  i n s e r t s  
he r e .  This  Greek ph ra se  quoted i n  t h e  essay  i s  
n o t  found i n  t h e  Gospels,  Obviously t h e  a t t emp t  
i s  be ing  made t o  add a dimension t o  t h e  argument 
t h a t  would suppor t  t h e  i d e a  with a Greek tex t  t h a t  
M a t t .  18:17 i s  t h e  same a s  Matt ,  16:18. It i s  n o t .  
"MY Church" of Matt .  16:18 d e f i n i t e l y  does mean 
t h e  Una Sanc ta ,  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  Church; w i t h  t h a t  we 
ag ree .  To add S t .  P a u l ' s  term "Church of God" h e r e  
i s  h igh ly  ques t i onab l e .  S t .  Pau l  does i n t e r p r e t  
J e sus9  concept  of e c c l e s i a  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  b u t  he  
does  no t  presume t o  p r e s c r i b e  how J e s u s  speaks  o r  
what J e s u s  s ays ,  a s  t h e  e s say  a t t e m p t s  t o  do, o r  
a t  l e a s t  imp l i e s ,  by i n s e r t i n g  t h e  ph ra se  "e ecc l e -  
s i a  t o u  theou. '"  

19.  S ince re  o b j e c t i o n  must be r a i s e d  t o  t h e  con- 
c l u s i o n  d r a m  by t h e  e s s a y i s t  i n  t h i s  sen- 

t ence :  "The u se  of t h e  a r t i c l e  w i th  t h e  word 
church i n  t h i s  passage b e f o r e  u s  l e a d s  u s  t o  t h i n k  
of a d e f i n i t e  church,  t h e  church t h a t  ha s  been i n -  
t roduced  e a r l i e r ,  namely, God's church." Y e s ,  t h e  
a r t i c l e  does spec- i fy  a d e f i n i t e  church,  b u t  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  church of Matt .  16:18, s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y *  The r u l e s  s f  hermeneut ics  c a l l  f o r  t h e  

sane  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the same word i f  a11 things 
a r e  equa l ,  But h e r e  they  a r e  n o t  equa l ,  J e s u s  
has  in t roduced  a new dimension--the "b ro the r . "  
Luther  f r e e l y  t r a n s l a t e s  t h i s  v e r s e  and t h e s e  words: 
"If  he  r e f u s e s  t o  l i s t e n  t o   the^, t e l l  i t  t o  t h e  
whole congrega t ion  s f  t h e  church;  and i f  he  r e f u s e s  
t o  l i s t e n  t o  the  c h u r c h . , , , "  ( L * W . ,  Vole 39, p .  8 ,  
from "A Sermon on t h e  Ban. ") It i s  t h e r e f o l ~ e  un- 
warranted t o  make such a statement i d e n t i f y i n g  
Matt .  18:17 w i t h  T/lattI, Ik;:l8, i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  
ehe former refers  on ly  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  How can one 
tell t h e  matter t o  t h e  spiritual Church, t h e  Una 
Sanc ta ,  of Mat t ,  14:l8, the "Ify Church" of J e s u s ?  
It i s  h a r d l y  possible t o  speak t o  members of t h e  
Una Sancta ,  vhc a r e  known only t o  God. The profes -  

Q s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  of that place a r e  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  
brotber--5~ho-sinned, who needs t a  b e  convinced of 
t h e  s z - r i o u s ~ ~ e s s  of h i s  s i n ,  Jesus cor robora ted  t h i s  
rin His "?ell i t  to " L h e  church," a congm-cga"ion made 
up of i d e n t i f i a b l e  bro~llners i n  t h e  f a i t h  (verse 15). 
Note V and V I ,  

20, LEXICON, W, F ,  Arndt  - F ,  W e  Gingrich:  
"Eeckcsia b, the  church o r  c o n g r e g a t l o l  as 

Che t o t a l i t y  of Chriseiarrs 2Pviilg i n  one place: 
Matt, PZe;:P7," 

2'1, \?illiam. Wendricks~n~ N, 7', COmENTARY: kZc?TTHEtJ 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids) verse 17: 

"Tell t h e  chui-ell---- ' cl iurrhS- i s  t:-te l o c a l l y  organ- 
ized fellowship s? jselievers," 

2 2 ,  Henry A l f r r r d ,  THE FOCR ZQFPELS, r e v i s e d  by 
E ,  H a r r i s o n ,  Chicago, Moody P r e s s ,  1958, 

verse 1 7 :  E c c i ~ s i a  is n o t  "be J e x i s h  synagoglae, 
"but. i t :  i s  t h e  congregation of C h r i s t i a n s :  i .e . ,  
i n  ea r ly  tines (Acts 4 : 3 2 )  -- t h e  one  congregat ion -- 
l a t e r  -- chat cocgregation i n  wIlie4i.6 thou and he are 
members. '" 




































