Volume XVIII No. &4

December 1978
ISSN 0360-9685

The
l.utheran

Synod
Quarterly




FOREWORD

Please accept our apologies for the consid-
erable delay in getting this December, 1978 issue

LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY of the Quarterly to you.
Theological Journal of the Our readers will no doubt recall that in the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod June, 1978 issue of the Quarterly we presented

an exegetical study of Matthew 18: 15-20, by
| Prof. J. B. Madson. At that time we offered to
Edited by the Theological Faculty of : print "another exegetical study of Matthew 18:
Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary 4 15-20, dealing with the same point of issue, as
! set forth in the antitheses above, should one of
our ELS pastors or professors submit such an arti-
cle in support of the position that the local
congregation is a divinely instituted external
organization" (The Lutheran Synod Quarterly,
XVIII, No. 2, June, 1978 pp. 51-53).

No exegetical study in reply to Prof. Madson's
study was submitted to the Quarterly. A critique
of Prof. Madson's study was distributed at the

Editor: Pres. Theo. A. Aaberg ; ELS General Pastoral Conference, meeting January
Managing Editor: M. H. Otto 9-12, at Madison, Wisconsin, by the Rev. W. C.
Book Review Editor: J. B. Madson Gullixson, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The under-
signed asked Prof. M. H. Otto, Managing Editor of
Subscription Price: $4.00 per year : the Quarterly, to request Pastor Gullixson to sub-
mit his critique to the Quarterly for publication,
Address all subscriptions and all correspondence to: ; which he has kindly done.
LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY * Readers will find the Critique in this issue
Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary of the Quarterly.
447 N. Division Street L
Mankato, Minnesota 56001 : The issue also includes several book reviews.

The March, 1978 issue of the Quarterly will
contain the Reformation Lectures and the presen-
tations of the reactors of last October.
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MATTHEW 18: 15-20

1. The undersigned submits the following as a
critique of the study entitled"™atthew 18:

15-20" by Prof. J. B. Madson, as printed in the

June, 1978, issue of THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY,

pages 53-66.

2. To be sure, both Matthew 16:18 and 18:15-20
are the key verses of our understanding of
the doctrine of the Church and Ministry. These
words of ocur Lord Jesus Christ Himself must hold
the key to our understanding. (It is strange that
the Doctrine Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod in its Final Report should ignore the Sav-
ior's own words in Matthew 18, 17).

3. We should go back to Matthew 16:18 to get the
setting: "And I say also untc thee, that thou
art Peter, -and upon this rock I will build My
Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." What does "this rock" (petra) mean?
And what does "My Church” (mou ten ecclesia)
mean? The first question is answered by Dr.
Martin Luther, "This rock is Christ and His word."
And Johannes Yivisaker, author of THE GOSPELS,
answers the second question on page 405:

"Here we find the word ‘Church’ for the
first time in the New Testament. {The
Greek ekklysia-—from ek and kalein—-
esignates the Church as the assembly of
all who are called out of the world, so
that they are not of the world, even
though they are yet in the world.) The
pronoun 'My' declares that this now be-
longs to Jesus. Apart from this passage,



the word occurs only once in the Gospels,
viz. Matthew 18:17. 1In the latter pas-
sage it has reference to the local church,
here however, to the communion of believ-
ers in the New Testament (Church of the
Lord)."

Also, Dr. C. F. W. Walther states in Thesis I of
"The Evangelical Lutheran Church the True Visible
Church of God on Earth':

"The one holy Christian Church on earth,
or the Church in the proper sense of the
word, outside of which there is no salva-
tion, is, according to God's Word, the
total of all that truly believe in Christ
and are sanctified through this faith."

And in reference to the "kevs" given to Peter,
J. Ylvisaker writes:

"For the power of the keys has not been
entrusted to any official rank or station,
but to the Church, and is administered
through the ecclesiastical office. All
things belong to the Church (I Cor. 3:21ff.)
However, it is not only the Church as a
general communion which possesses the keys
of the Kingdom of God. The local church
has them alsoc, and may use them. (Matthew
18:18).....Jesus has entrusted the keys of
the Kingdom to the care of His Church in
His stead."”

Thus it is clear that one of the revered church
fathers of our Synod states clearly that the "My
Church” of Matthew 16:18 refers to the Una Sancta,
the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints;:
and that the "church" of Matthew 18:17 refers to
the local congregation, to which alsc has been
entrusted the "keys."

4, TLet us look at the context in Matthew 18. At
the beginning of -the chapter we find the dis~
ciples of Jesus concerned about who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. The Transfiguration
event, when Jesus took along only three disciples,
may have caused the disciples to wonder about who
is the greatest, although they knew it was not
right or proper to do so. Jesus instructs them
that in the kingdom of God there is no such dis-
tinction as we find in civic and worldly affairs.
The disciples were ignorant of the spiritual nature
of the kingdom. Jesus teaches them humility by the
example of a child and then treats of the problem
of offense. The key verse is 7, "for it must needs
be that offenses come; but woe to that man by whom
the offense cometh.” Another key verse is 10,
"Take heed that vye despise not one of these little
ones,’ and verse 11, '"For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost.” Also
verse 14, "Even so it is not the will of your
Father which is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.”

5, J. Ylvisaker (THE GOSPELS) sums this up in a
perceptive way:

"What pains Jesus' redemptive love takes
to restore the erring sinner. This is
the case also in the following where the
subject dis church discipline. Every
effort shall be made to regain the sinner
for the Kingdom of God, and the method
shall be applied which seeking, saving
love suggests; for the same mind shall be
in us which was also in Christ Jesus
(Phil. 2:5)....Church discipline must be
governed by love.” (under Matthew 18:15)

6. The essay by Prof. J. B. Madson leaves little

to be criticized as far as syntax is concerned;
however, the interpretation of these Scripture
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passages must be objected to as being at variance
with most of the church fathers, most commentaries,
and with most Lutheran dogmaticians. Also the tone
of the essay and the terms of reference to the
"hrother-who-sinned" could reflect more the loving
concern and the earnest loving effort to save the
soul involved, as Jesus demonstrated in His minis-
try. The purpose of discipline is hardly to keep
the church "a pure people of God." (see L.S.Q.,
June, 1978, p. 54.) The Formula of Concord in its
last article condemned the Anabaptists sufficiently
for that spirit.

7. The essayist defines the "brother" in verse 15
as follows: '"The term 'brother' expresses a
very close relationship, that within a family, here

the spiritual family of God, as evidenced by the
connection with the 'church' later on." 1In THE
GOSPELS, on page 425, J. Ylvisaker comments on the
words ""thy brother" as follows: He (thy brother)
"is one who is in the fellowship of faith, a member
of the Church. With outsiders I am not concerned
in this matter. Church discipline is for church
members.' The inference of the essayist is to
identify "brother" with the Una Sancta, i.e.,

"the spiritual family of God", and thus would
rule out that the brother is a professing fellow
member of a Christian congregation at one place,
which is definitely called for in this instance.
What the essayist is saying is that church here is
a fellowship of saints. This is untenable in this
context because no one can read another person's
heart. "The Lord knoweth them that are His."

II Tim, 2:19. "Ecclesia" in verse 17 refers to a
local assembly of professing Christians. "Brother"
really means a brother from a local congregation.
In steps of admonition and discipline we are not to
look for outsiders. By synechdoche we understand
of course that there are believers in Christ, mem-
bers of the Una Sancta, at that place. However,
there is a clear distinction set up by our Lord
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Jesus Christ when He speaks of ''My Church' (Matt.
16:18) and "Tell the ecclesia' (Matt. 18:17), the
congregation, to which the erring brother is re-
sponsible.

8. As Dr. A. Hoenecke states (Ev. Luth. Dogmatik,
Vol. IV, p. 177ff., Northwestern Publishing
House, 1909):

"When 'Tell it to the church' is enjoined,
I am not directed to the invisible church.
For no one infallibly knows the believers
and cannot therefore tell it to them.

Thus the concept is of the specific local
congregation. "

9, Another objection: "'"The use of the second per-
son singular pronoun, both in the accusative
and genitive, narrows the scope of this instruction,”
to quote the essayist. The only restriction here
set forth by the Lord Jesus Christ is that the in-
dividual be dealt with in love, privately, and in
a private manner in order to gain the brother--to
save his soul. We would ask how is the scope nar—

rowed by the singular form?

10. The statement that "gain implies previous loss’
might be questioned. Actually the telling
attempts to gain the brother. He is sgtill a brother.
He is not lost. He is in danger of losing his faith.
It is not proven yet—-not until he rejects the hear-

ing before the "ecclesia,’ assembled congregation.

11. Verse 16. The essayist comments on 'Take with
thee one or two more” and writes: '""The text
does not declare whether this one or two more are
to be other brothers.” This seems untenable. It
is certain that the "concerned brother™ will not
depend on outsiders, unbelievers, non-members in
dealing with a "brother who has sinned" and whose
soul’s salvation is involved. The witnesses he
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calls in are fellow members of that congregation at
that place. These are witnessing the alleged sin-
ner's reaction. It is more than an assumption. It
is the only conclusion to be reached. The essayist
continues, '"We can rightly assume that they are
from the fellowship of the family, the church--in
other words, other brothers." This makes it appear
that the previous objection is needless. But look
at it closer. Study the generalities in the words
"fellowship of the family, the church--in other
words, other brothers.'" What family? What church?
In verse 15 "church" was identified by the essayist
with Una Sancta. What other brothers? Of the Una
Sancta? Of the "Church of God?" Of the Holy
Christian Church? Since this exegesis favors a
view that there is no local congregation or restric-
tion to a local situation, but only generalities
about the "family of God" and '"church" undefined,
we must object and/or insist on what is the obvious
teaching of Christ in this instance. There is no
need to go to other cities, to other congregations,
to those who have no jurisdiction or concern in
this official procedure. For the congregation to
act in this matter (if it should come to its atten-
tion) the witnesses, if they are to be valid wit~
nesses before the congregation, must be from and
testify to the local congregation, as Jesus says,
"Tell it to the church (congregation).”

12, We should note this very well that the two or

three witnesses, the accuser, and the brother
who has sinned do not comnstitute ecclesia, a congre-
gation. This should end the repeated references to
every and any group of Christians being called
church, ecclesia or congreagation, if we truly
accept Jesus' words in this matter.

13. It is important at this point to take up the
Office of the Keys in order to establish its
relevance here in verses 16-18. Regarding the
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Office of the Kevs, which includes the preaching
of the Gospel, the administering of the Sacraments,
and obsolving and retaining of sins, Dr. Martin
Luther writes (Luther's Works, Vol. 40, p. 347):

"From all this we can easily conclude that
these people do not consider the keys a
divine institution, work, order or office.
But like Turks and the heathen, they con-
sider them a man-made order or office, sub-
ject as any other temporal order to their
control. TFor they base their doctrines not
on God's Word but on human action and
concern."

Thus Luther calle the Office of the Keys a divine
institution. And Luther writes (L.W., Vol. 40,

p. 362): "Truly where the Word of God is not found
the keys de not remain either. The keys want to be

where God's Word and the church are, or else they

are no kevs.”" And on page 369 Luther treats of the
verses before us, and he emphasizes unquestionably
"the presence of the assembled congregation,"
"convicted in their own congregation and before
their own pastor,” and ""He, St. Paul, called on

the congregation to act”: (L.W.. Vol. 40, pp. 369,
371, 372.)

"In Matt. 18:15-17 you have a definite text

in which Christ himself describes the office
of the keys. You cannot go wrong if you
follow his instructions.....{(p. 371) I call
it a devil’s and not God's ban, contrary to
Christ's command, when people are cursed with
the baun sacrilegiously, before they have been
convicted in the presence of the assembled
congregation. Such are all the bans with
which the episcopal representatives and
spiritual courts practice their illusions
when, with a £lip of paper, they excommuni-
cate people before a congregation tem, twenty,
or thirty miles distant, although these people
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have never been condemned, accused, or
convicted in their own congregation and
before their own pastor."”

And on page 372 Luther writes:

"Paul was an apostle, yet he was not

willing to excommunicate a person who was
living in adultery with his stepmother

(I Cor. 5:1). But he called on the con-
gregation to act. And when the congregation
did not take any action, he did not either,
because he was satisfied with whatever pun-
ishment the congregation meted out to him."
(Emphasis mine.)

14. Brenz (in scriptum Matthaei commentarius
(Tubing., 1566), fol. 602) comments on
Matthew 18:17:

"When Christ says: 'Tell it unto the church,’
this is not to be understood of a large
convention of the church in which also the
civil government is represented, which
according to its vocation maintains public
order and discipline, but it is to be
understood of a small assembly of which
the civil government is not a member and
in which it either has no business at all
or is regarded as a private party. Such
assemblies were formed by those who accom-
panied Christ."

15. By the vague references and by the studious
avoidance of concrete terms in defining "other
brothers,'" as shown in the words of the essay,
"fellowship of the family, the church--in other
words other brothers" (p. 56), a false implication
is given. The phrase should be worded, "They are

from the fellowship of the family, the local church--

in other words, other professing brothers in the
faith.”" We make this positive suggestion because
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we fear that the essayist is leading up to a denial
of what Jesus is saying in the words, ''Tell the
ecclesia, the congregation.”

16. 1In the paragraph of the essay on page 56 and
57, regarding the '''ina" clause specifi-
cally, he writes, '"God desires us to be no less
orderly in spiritual matters than in civil affairs.’
However, God wants souls to be saved, not neces-
sarily that order be followed. The witnesses are
to observe the man's word of repentance or hardness
of heart. They are to deal with a brother-in-the~
faith in love, with understanding, to win him, and
not to hang him on a word or action. It is rather
to lead him to repentance, and if necessary to put
the right words in his mouth, to help him under-
stand the seriousness of the offense. The sentence
in the essay, "Yet it is clearly indicated that
these additional witnesses also speak to the erring
brother in an effort to convict him "if he doesn't
listen to them,'" does not reflect a spirit of lov-
ing concern for the brother-in-the-faith who is in
danger of losing his soul. The word "convince"

instead of "convict" is the point we would make.

17. Perhaps it is needless to comment on this
spirit of the paper, for it is not at the heart

of the matter before us. But it seems that the word

"testify' in line 10.of ¢ first paragraph under

verse 17 7, i mental word. The

sho are concerned
Savior that is
with His dis-

ciples.

i8. And now in verse 17 we get to the heart of the
matter, on page 38, "Tell it to the church."
Objection must be voiced to the essayist inserting
the words "tou thecu" to the reference in Matt.
16:18. We agree with the sentence: "In this
former place the term is quite readily recognized

i
8



as the total fellowship of God's elect, all be-
lievers, the family of God, the Una Sancta, the
universal church. Against this church even the
powers of hell shall not prevail (Matt. 16:18)."
It could be improved to clarify for everyone if
"family of God" and "universal church" were capi-
talized as is '"Una Sancta.'" Then we would imme-
diately recognize what is being referred to, the
Holy Christian Church, and I am sure we would all
agree.

But we must object to this: Immediately fol-
lowing (Matt. 16:18) is the sentence "'This is so
because it is the church of God, '"n ecclesia tou
theou." The Greek text of Matt. 16:18 does not
have the "tou theou" which the essayist inserts
here. This Greek phrase quoted in the essay is
not found in the Gospels. Obviously the attempt
is being made to add a dimension to the argument
that would support the idea with a Greek text that
Matt. 18:17 is the same as Matt. 16:18. It is not.
"My Church" of Matt. 16:18 definitely does mean
the Una Sancta, the invisible Church; with that we
agree. To add St. Paul's term "Church of God" here
is highly questionable. St. Paul does interpret
Jesus' concept of ecclesia in his writings, but he
does not presume to prescribe how Jesus speaks or
what Jesus says, as the essay attempts to do, or
at least implies, by inserting the phrase "e eccle-
sia tou theou."

19. Sincere objection must be raised to the con-—
clusion drawn by the essayist in this sen-
tence: '"'The use of the article with the word
church in this passage before us leads us to think
of a definite church, the church that has been in-
troduced earlier, namely, God's church." Yes, the
article does specify a definite church, but not
necessarily the church of Matt. 16:18, specifi-
cally. The rules of hermeneutics call for the
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same interpretation of the same word if all things
are equal. But here they are not equal. Jesus

has introduced a new dimension--the "brother."
Luther freely translates this verse and these words:
"If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
whole congregation of the church; and if he refuses
to listen to the church....”" (L.W., Vol. 39, p. 8,
from "A Sermon on the Ban.'") It is therefore un-
warranted to make such a statement identifying

Matt. 18:17 with Matt. 16:18, in the sense that

the former refers only to the latter. How can one
tell the matter to the spiritual Church, the Una
Sancta, of Matt. 16:18, the "My Church" of Jesus?

It is hardly possible to speak to members of the
Una Sancta, whe are known only to God. The profes-
sing Christians of that place are to deal with the
brother-who-sinned, who needs to be convinced of
the seriousness of his sin. Jesus corroborated this
in His "Tell it to the church,” a congregation made
up of ddentifiable brothers in the faith (verse 15).
Note V and VI. '

20. LEXICON, W. F. Arndt - F. W. Gingrich:

"Ecclesia b. the church or congregation as
the totality of Christians living in one place:
Matt. 18:17."

21, Jilliam Hendrickson, N. T. COMMENTARY: MATTHEW

(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids) verse 17:
“Tell the church~~-fchurch'- is the locally organ-
ized fellowship of believers."

22. Henry Alford, THE FOUR GOSPELS, revised by

E. Harrison, Chicago, Moody Press, 19538,
verse 17: ©Ecclesia is not the Jewish synagogue,
"but it is the congregation of Christians: i.e.,
in early timees (Acts 4:32) —- the one congregation -—-
later -~ that congregation in which thou and he are
members. ™
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