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CORRECTION 

"The Means of Grace i n  Scr ip tu re ,  the  Confessions 
and Luther" 

which w a s  published i n  Volume IIV, No. 4 i s s u e  
of the  Lutheran Synod Quarterly. Page 2 ,  l i n e  13 
"slothes" should read "~10 thes" ;  Page 27,  Par. 2 ,  
l i n e  6 "consecration of words" should read "ccn-- 
sec ra t ion  o r  wordsrt; and Page 35, Par. 3 ,  l i n e  2 
"head" should read "heed." Page 2 6 ,  last  para- 
graph, s u b s t i t u t e  the  phrase "the sacramental 
ac t ion ,  t h a t  is  from the  consecrat ion by the  words 
of i n s t i t u t i o n  u n t i l  a l l  have communed, and t h e  
ce lebra t ion is ended," f o r  the  phrase "the a c t  of 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and the  reception by the  communicant." 

- - M. R. Dale 

THE WC'PIIIEJE OF W D q S  PROVIDENCE 

" I f  the-re i s  an almighty God who r u l e s  t h i s  
world and con t ro l s  t h e  affairs  cf nen w i t 1 1  loving 
concern f o r  their welfgre,  why i s  the re  s o  much 
e v i l  and su f fe r ing  c ~ e r y w l ~ c r e  and a t  al: t i z c ~ ?  
Why does He permit d i s a s t e r s ,  wars, violence,  and 
wickedness t o  torr;-ient and even k i l l  m n y ?  Itfray 
does every human being, whether he is gcod o r  bad ,  
have t~ s u f f e r  a l l  k inds  of  misfs~ttrnes? l a y  do 
scme d i e  e a r l y  i n  life and o f t en  i n  a h o r r i b l e  man- 
ne r?  !i;hy are small chi ldren deprived sf t h e i r  
parents and l e f t  s t randed he lp less ly ,  and why arc 
many people f ~ r c e d  $0 suffer  years lrrf poverty o r  
inf i rmi ty?  i l o e ~  God r e a l l y  hzve conplete coritrsl 
of  everything, 3r dci th ings  !2ap?en as they des by 
chance or  beczrrse sf a bl ind fzte?? '  

Thus t h e  Rev, John PI, Weidenschilling i n t r o -  
duces the s tudy of  God's Providence i n  a Bible 
Study published i n  t h c  past  by Ccnccrd!-2 Publishing 
I-lc:lse, Such theuglnts have indeed passed t1~r0ugh 
t h z  minds of those who have attacked our blessed 
God and. H i s  teachings.  Eutssllch t h u ~ h t s  have a l so  
tomifrented believers from time ts time zs they jsur-  
neyed through t h i s  v a l e  sf  tears ,  

The Doctrines of' 60d9s  Psov ide~cc  add~esses 
such thoughts and brings t h e  Bight o f  G o P s  re -  
vealed Word t o  bear upcn then. We recognize that 
we cannot completely master t h e  sub jec t  of Divine 
Providence. For to achieve t h a t  goal ,  w e  would 
have t o  completely understand the  mind of God. But 
s h a l l  we despa i r  o f  any enlightenment on t h i s  sub- 
j ec t?  Scr ip tu re  indeed permits us  t o  discover and 
enjoy t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e  Provident ia l  Care of God. 
Rather than probe t h e  "why" of Divine Providence, 
Sc r ip tu re  enables us  t o  know t h e  "whatn of Divine 



providence. Our design then must not  be t o  master 
the  sub jec t ,  but  r a t h e r  t o  be mastered by t h e  sub- 
j e c t .  Then our l i v e s  w i l l  be s a n c t i f i e d  as  God 
w i l l s  i n  a l l  circumstances we s h a l l  ever  encounter. 

"Divine Providence is t h a t  a c t i v i t y  of  God 
whereby He uninter ruptedly  upholds, governs, and 
d i r e c t s  t h e  world which He has crea tedt t  (P. F. 
Bente, "The Providence of  God," - THE ABIDING WORD, 
Val. 11, p. 79) .  Using t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  l e t  us 
then i n  t h e  f e a r  of God, consider t h e  Doctrine 
of  H i s  Providence. 

I. The Doctrine of  God's Providence is P la in ly  
Taught i n  Scr ip ture .  

God has revealed Himself t o  us i n  t h e  Holy 
Scr ip ture .  As  we a r e  brought t o  know H i m  through 
those Words, we a r e  permitted t o  know c e r t a i n  
th ings  about H i m .  A t  once, we meet H i m  a s  t h e  one 
and only Creator  of t h e  heaven and t h e  e a r t h  and 
a l l  t h a t  they contain.  Sc r ip tu re  summarizes t h i s  
t r u t h  when it says ,  "By fiiin were a l l  th ings  cre-  
a ted  t h a t  a r e  i n  heaven and t h a t  a r e  i n  e a r t h ,  
v i s i b l e  and i n v i s i b l e w  (Col. 1:16). A l l  th ings  
and a l l  c rea tu res  g rea t  and small a r e  thus de- 
c lared  t o  be t h e  work of God, H i s  c rea t ion .  That 
t h e  Holy T r i n i t y ,  Father,  Son, and Holy Ghost 
were each and a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Creation 
of  a l l  th ings  i s  amply demonstrated i n  Scr ip tu re .  

This Creator  has shown Himself t o  be t h e  
almighty One, Who has no l i m i t  upon H i s  a b i l i t i e s .  
He c a l l e d  Himself t h e  almighty God (Genesis 17: 1) 
and shows by H i s  a c t s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no l i m i t  upon 
Him. Before H i m  a l l  must bow and without H i m  
nothing e x i s t s .  A l l  energy is derived from H i m .  
A l l  substances a r e  subject  t o  H i s  dominion. 

Our God has  shown Himself t o  be t h e  o m i s -  
c i e n t  God. The confession o f  S t .  Pe te r  (John 21: 
"Lord, Thou knowest a l l  things,"  summarizes t h i s  

t r u t h .  Pas t ,  p resen t ,  and f u t u r e  mat ters  a r e  known 
t o  our God. No event takes p lace  witllout H i s  knowl- 
edge of  i t ,  evcn t o  t h e  most personal events i n  t h e  
l i f e  of an individual .  Psalm 139 :1-4 says ,  "0  Lord, 
Thou h a s t  searched me and known me. Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine upr is ing;  Thou understandest 
my thought a f a r  o f f .  Thou cornpassest my pat5  and 
my lying down, and a r t  acquainted with a l l  my ways, 
f o r  the re  i s  not a r'ord i n  my tongue, bui  l o ,  0 
Lord, Thou knot~cst  i t  altoggetker." 

Our God i s  the  omniprzsent God. The challeng- 
i.r,g and revealing quest ion of  . J e r e m i a h  23:24 dc- 
d a r e s  the  omnipresence of  God: "Can. any hide him- 
s e l f  i n  s e c r e t  places t h a t  I s h a l l  not see him? Do 
not I f i l l  heaven and ea r th?  The God of  Scr ip tu re  
shows t h a t  lie is  everpl rere  a t  the  s m e  t i r e ,  mot 
due to some loca l  manifestat ion but because of  the 
very nature of  His essence,  Tlze w a r n i ~ g  as  well as 
the  comfort of  t h i s  t r u t h  becones evident  as one 
appl ies  t h i s  t r u t h  t o  t h e  Doctrirte of Divine lirovi- 
dence . 

Our God is  t h e  benevolent God, He is  no t  
destruction-prone, but  r a t h e r  has only good in ten-  
t i o n s  rand d e s i r e s  f o r  a11 sf Iais creation, "The 
Lord is  good t o  all: and H i s  tender mercies a r e  
over a l l  IIjls w s s k s t f  (Fsalm 145 :9), Without going 
i n t o  d e t a i l ,  we wculd deem it s u f f i c i e n t  t o  apply 
t h i s  declara t ion o f  Cod's goodness tc a l l  t h c  
Providential  Care tdlich He extends t o  His creation, 
The g r e s t e s t  expression o f  t h i s  a t t r i b u t e  i s  given 
i n  God's sa lva t ion  through Jesus  C h r i s t ,  our Sav io r ,  
"God s o  loved t h e  v:osEd t h c t  He gave H i s  only- 
begotten Son, t h a t  whosoever bel ieveth  i n  H i m  should 
not per ish ,  bu t  have e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e t '  (John 3 : 36) . 

Without branching of f  i n t o  a considerat ion 
and study o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  sf Cod, we ye t  mast 
consider t h a t  t h e  Providence of  God is b e t t e r  por- 
t rayed and understood i n  t h e  l i g h t  of H i s  a t t r i b u t e s ,  
e spec ia l ly  H i s  power, omniscience, omnipresence, and 



benevolence. If we can comprehend our God ac t ing  
according t o  these  a t t r i b u t e s ,  we can bcgin t o  
grasp t h e  meaning of H i s  Provident ia l  Care f o r  
H i s  Creation. He who made everything has a l l  t h e  
necessary a b i l i t i e s  t o  sus ta in .and  d i r e c t  H i s  
c rea t ion  i n  accord with H i s  most holy w i l l  and 
f o r  H i s  most sublime purposes. Thus we say t h a t  
t h e  Doctrine o f  God's P r o v i d e ~ ~ c e  is shown In t h e  
Scr ip tures  t o  be drawn from t h e  very nature  of 
God. 

The Providence of God shows t he  conzinuing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  between Gcd and H i s  Creation. 
This r e la t ionsh ip  began, continues,  and cuLminates 
according t o  t h e  Word o f  God. 

When God created t h e  world and i t ' s  con- 
t e n t s ,  He did  s o  by declar ing it t o  be s o ,  c a l l i n g  
it i n t o  exis tence ,  using a Divine FIAT t o  b r ing  
it i n t o  existence.  Repeatedly, t h e  opening chap- 
t e r s  o f  Genesis t e l l  us  t h a t  i n  t h e  c rea t ion  work, 
ItGod s a i d ,  Let us  make man. . . ." With a word, 
God brought H i s  c rea t ion  i n t o  existence.  

With a word, God continues t o  s u s t a i n  and 
uphold a l l  t h a t  He has made. God descr ibes  H i m -  
s e l f  as "Upholding a l l  th ings  by t h e  word of  H i s  
poweru (Hebrews 1 : 3) . Comparing t h i s  t r u t h  with 
t h e  c rea t ion  account i n  Genesis, we note t h a t  
a f t e r  t h e  c rea t ion  was c a l l e d  i n t o  exis tence ,  t h e  
b io log ica l  l i f e  was given t h e  power t o  reproduce, 
" a f t e r  h i s  ( i t s )  kind." That upholding word was 
giving t o  t h e  created l i f e  t h e  continuing a b i l i t y  
designed and des i red  by i t s  Creator. This t r u t h  
is echoed i n  t h e  New Testament where S t .  Paul was 
inspi red  t o  t e l l  f a l l e n  mankind, !'In H i m  we l i v e ,  
and move, and have our beingt1 (Acts 17:28). 

With a word, t h e  e n t i r e  c rea t ion  o f  God 
w i l l  reach i t s  f i n a l  des t iny.  The culmination 
of  all exis tence  w i l l  be determined according t o  
t h e  word of  God. Psalm 90:3 t e l l s  us  t h a t  with 

a word, God can terminate human e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  "Thou 
tu rnes t  man t o  des t ruct ion;  and sayes t ,  Return, ye 
chi ldren of men." Believers a r e  welcomed i n t o  the  
heavenly mansions by a word, "Come, ye blessed o f  
my Father, i n h e r i t  t h e  kingdom prepared f o r  you 
from the  foundation of t h e  world" (bktthew 25:34) .  
Unbelievers a r e  dispatched t o  t h e i r  e t e r r ~ a l  doom 
a l s o  by a word from t h e i r  Creator  and Judge, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed,  i n t o  ever las t ing  f i r e ,  
prepared f o r  the  d e v i l  and h i s  angels" (klatthew 
25:41). A word from t h e  Creator  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
br ing the  created world 2nd i ts  contents  t o  t h e  
flaming des t ruc t ion  reserved f o r  it, 11 Peter  
3:5-10, 

Thus we know from the  Scr ip tu re  t h c t  God 
is  in t imate ly  connected with t h a t  which He created .  
I t  is  cor rec t  t o  speak o f  H i s  Providence. R. R. 
Caemmerer s t a t e s  it well :  "God revea l s  Ilimself 
as  the  God i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Ilis people. To them who 
do not know Iiim, He may be an enigma or  a b l ind  
f a t e  o r  a consuming f i r e .  But t o  those who know 
H i m ,  He appears t o  be,  more znd more, a Father,  
'Eut now, 0 Lord, Thou are our Father; we are 
clay ,  and Thou our p o t t e r ;  and we all a r e  the  
work of Thy hand' ( Isa iah  64 :63. But God w i l l  
not l e t  t h i s  thought of  ours ,  t h i s  i n s i g h t  o f  
H i m ,  degenerate i n t o  mere wishful thinking;  nor 
w i l l  tle p e r n i t  us ever  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  with t h e  
p i c t u r e  of an indulgent God, s t rong i n  physical  
powers, but  weak i n  t r u t h  and p u r i t y .  So it i s  
t h a t  God has revealed Himself riot only i n  phreses 
of H i s  holy men, i n  verbal  reminders of  H i s  w i l l  
and love. But He has communicated I-lirnself t o  men. '' 
(R. R. Caemmerer, "The Nature and Att r ibu tes  of 
God," - THE ABIDING WORD, Vole 11, p .  72). - 
11.  The Doctrine o f  God's Providence Goes Beyond 

the  F i n i t e  Mind of Man. 

Man's mind cannot fathom t h e  f u l l  implica- 
t i o n s  sf Divine Providence. There cont inual ly  



a r i s e s  a mult i tude of  quest ions regarding t h e  l i f e  
of  man on e a r t h  which b a f f l e s  the  mind. Endeavor- 
ing t o  explain it a l l  br ings  men t o  g rea t  e r r o r  
and t o  subject ive  opinions which a r e  n e i t h e r  cor- 
s e c t  nor conclusive. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y  whcn the  s i n s  o f  man a r e  con- 
s idered,  t h e  mind of man stumbles a t  t h e  concept 
of Providence. Crime and v i c e  abocnd i n  thought, 
word, and deed. Man r e f l e c t s  upon these  circurn- 
s tances  and then i n  the  name of Providence blames 
God f o r  a l l  t h e  problems, arguing something l i k e  
t h i s  : "If God is s o  powerful, knowledgeable, 
present ,  and considerate,  why doesn ' t  He do some- 
th ing  t o  prevent these  condit ions from abounding? 
Because He apparently doesn ' t  prevent i t ,  He is 
responsible  f o r  t h i s  e v i l  . I 1  

P. F. Bente brings S c r i p t u r a l  l i g h t  on 
t h i s  problem i n  h i s  essay,  "The Providence of 
God. f 1  Reminding us  o f  the  r e a l i t y  of s i n ,  hc  says ,  
"There is  i n  men a power of  w i l l  and an emotional 
urge which constant ly  d i r e c t s  i n t o  e v i l  channels 
t h e  energy t h a t  God furnishes  through the  food we 
e a t ,  t h e  a i r  we breathe ,  and t h e  operat ion o f  the  
glands t h a t  pour hormones i n t o  the  blood stream" 
(THE ABIDING WORD, Vol. 11,  p.  100). He contin-  - - 
ues,  !What God suppl ies  when men commit s i n  is  
only t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  ac t ion  - t h a t  they th ink ,  
t h a t  they see ,  l i f e  t h e i r  hands, discharge t h e  
revolver.  God does not  work along i n  d e t e m i n i n g  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  a c t  takes  - t h a t  they think 
blasphemy, look a t  indecent p ic tu res ,  aim t h e  
revolver a t  an enemy. Theologians c a l l  t h e  former 
t h e  mater ia le  o f  ac t ion;  t h e  l a t t e r ,  the  formale. 
God suppl ies  t h e  mater ia le ,  which i n  i t s e l f  is 
n e i t h e r  good nor  e v i l ;  men supply t h e  furmale, 
which gives character  t o  the  a c t i v i t y  ," (op . c i t  . , 
p. 102). He warns us  about attempting t o  give a 
more extended explanation o f  such- matters .  "Any 
attempt t o  go f a r t h e r  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a den ia l  o f  
one of t h e  following Scr ip tu re  teachings : 1) God 

cooperates i n  a l l  a c t s .  We dare  not  deny t h a t ,  for  
Acts 17:28 declares  of a l l  men, including th ieves  
and murderers, e t c . ,  t h a t  i n  God 'we l i v e  2nd move 
and have our being. '  2) God does not  tempt anyone 
t o  e v i l ,  but  every man is  tempted when he i s  drawn 
away o f  h i s  own l u s t  and ent iced (Janes 1 : 13, 14) . 
3) Not God, but man perver ts  t h e  God-given power 
t o  a c t  t o  e v i l  ends. "Unto t h e  wicked Cod s a i t h  
. . . thou g ives t  thy mouth t o  e v i l ,  and thy  tongue - 
frameth dece i t .  Thou s i t t rs t  and speakest agains t  
thy brother ;  t h o u T 1 a n d e r e s t  t h i n e  otin mother I s - 
son. These th ings  has t  thou done1' (Paslm 50:16-21). 
Cop. c i t . ,  py. 102, 103). 

In d iscuss ing t h e  quest ion ''Does God permit 
men t o  sin?", D r .  F. Pieper quotes Acts 14:16, 
"Who i n  times p a s t  suffered a l l  na t ions  t o  walk i n  
t h c i r  own ways , I r  and then comments : "The phrase : 
'God permits men t o  s i n 1  i s  the re fo re  not  subject  
t o  c r i t i c i s m .  It  is based on Scr ipture .  But t h i s  
does not  f u l l y  descr ibe  God's a c t i v i t y  i n  conriection 
with t h e  s i n s  o f  menft (F. Picper,  Ck!I?ISTIAN DOG- 

I_---- -. - 
MATICS, 0 1  I,  p .  491j .  

?he s i n f u l  condit ions and a c t s  o f  man a r e  not  
t h e  only a rea  where t h e  f i n i t e  mind of rr.an has en- 
countered insu~~i .oun tab le  d i f g i c u l t y .  Man's l imited 
mind and perception has i n  i t s  s i n f u l  s t a t e  invefited 
a l l  manner of excuses f c r  denying t h e  Providence of 
God. The evolutionary explaxation f o r  t h e  pheno~ena 
o f  nature  is a case where ins tead  of seeing the  
c rea t ive  work o f  God continued through l i i  s Provi - 
d e n t i a l  Care, man has iilstead given a l l  c r e d i t  t o  
the  powers and laws o f  nature ,  without r e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  s a i d  powers and laws a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  powers 
and laws of God working as  H i s  Providence continues 
f a i t h f u l l y .  I n s t i n c t ,  reason and t r i a l -and-e r ro r  
a r e  credi ted  with a b i l i t i e s  which a r e  properly re -  
posing i n  the  e t e r n a l  wisdom a c t i v e  through Divine 
Providence. 

Instead o f  suggest ing a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  



& i l i t y  of  Divine Providence, man should,  when 
contemplating Providecce, s tand  i n  i l u ~ b l e  awe o f  
God. 'gfasughtful observa t ion  and cons idera t ion  cf 
a l l  events  o f  l i f e ,  lead ts a deeper r e s p e c t ,  a 
more thought fu l  outlook and a dependent s p i r i t  
wi th in  man f o r  t h e  P rov iden t i a l  Care which God 
has f o r  a l l  H i s  C F ~ ~ ~ U F Q S ,  DF, Luther was kcen 
ts know t h i s  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and he e l squzn t ly  
expressed it i n  a serrr.oii o f  J u l y  1 4 ,  1537, based 
upon John 1 : 3-5 : 'skiereby John shows not  only that 
Chr i s t  i s  Cod and was forever and foxever ,  from 
e t e r n i t y ,  be fo re  t h e  beginning sf t h e  world and 
a l l  t h i n g s ,  but  t h a t  God xo t  only c rea t ed  t h e  
world and a l l  c r e a t u r e s  by t h e  Word, H i s  only- 
begotten Son and d iv ine  Wisdom, bu t  a l s o  con- 
s t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  end o f  tile world, governs and sus-  
t a i n s  them by H i m ;  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  Son o f  God 
i s  Cocreator o f  heaven and e a r t h  with t h e  Father .  
God, however, i s  n o t  a blaster who a c t s  a s  a ca r -  
pen te r  o r  b u i l d e r  docs,  who, when he  has  prepared,  
f i n i s h e d ,  and completed a house, s h i p ,  o r  any 
s t r u c t u r e  whatever, l e t s  t h e  house s t and  f o r  i t s  
master  t o  l i v e  i n  o r  t u r n s  t h e  s h i p  over  t o  t h e  
boatman and t h e  crew t o  s a i l  across  t h e  s e a  i n  i t ,  
while  he ,  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  l eaves  and goes wherever he 
p l eases .  This is  what a l l  o t h e r  craftsmen do. 
When they have f in i shed  t h e i r  work and product ,  
l e t t i n g  it stand a s  long a s  i t  can. Not s o  h e r e ,  
bu t  God t h e  Father  has  begun and f in i shed  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h ings  through Iiis Word and con- 
s t a n t l y  s u s t a i n s  i t  by t h i s  same Word. IIe s t a y s  
with t h e  work He has  c rea t ed  u n t i l  He no longer  
wants it t o  e x i s t .  This  is  why C h r i s t  says  
(John 5 : 17) : 'My Father  worketh h i t .her to ,  and I 
work.' For j u s t  a s  He has  c rea t ed  us  without  
any cooperat ion and a b i l i t y  on our  p a r t ,  s o  we 
cannot preserve  ourse lves .  Therefore a s  heaven, 
e a r t h ,  sun,  moon, s t a r s ,  men, and every th ing  were 
c rea t ed  by t h e  Word i n  t h e  beginning, s o  they  a r e  
a l s o  governed and sus t a ined  by it i n  a marvelous 
manner." (E. M. P l a s s ,  WHAT LUTHER SAYS, #3677).  - 

111 .  The Doctrine .of t h e  Providence of  God 
G l o r i f i e s  God. 

The g lo ry  o f  God is  r e f l e c t e d  i n  God's 
governing and preserv ing  a c t i v i t y .  The inanimate 
works of  God deinonstrate t h a t  t h e  happenings which 
take  p l ace  i n  them a r e  t h e  works o f  God. ?he Book 
of Job r evea l s  t h a t  t hese  p o r t i o n s  o f  God's c r e -  
a t i o n  respond t o  Ifis w i r l  and d e s i r e  f o r  the;;l: 
tt\\%ich rcmoveth t h e  mountains, and they  know n o t :  
which over turne th  then  i n  Iiis anger.  If71ich shakcth 
t h e  e a r t h  out  of  h e r  p l ace ,  and t h e  p i l l a r s  t he reo f  
t remble.  Which co~mandeth t h e  sun,  ar.d it r i s e t h  
no t ;  and s e a l e t h  up t h e  s t a r s .  I\'llich alone spread- 
e th  out  t h e  heavens, and t r eade th  upon t h e  waves of 
t h e  sea .  Which maketh Archturus, Orion, 2nd 
Ple iades ,  and t h e  chambers o f  t h e  south .  It'hich 
do?th g r e a t  t h ings  p a s t  f i nd ing  o u t ;  yea,  and won- 
de r s  without nu%berTt (Job 9 5 - 1 0 )  . ?'he works of 
t h e  seasons and r\leatller p a t t e r n s  a r e  descr ibed  i n  
S c r i p t u r e  a s  t h e  w o ~ k s  o f  God: "f:e sendetli f o r t h  
His commandment upon e a r t h :  15s xord runneth very  
s w i f t l y .  Iie g ive th  snow l i k e  wool: IIc s ca t t e re t f r  
t h e  h o a r f r o s t  l i k c  ashes ,  lie c a s t e t h  f o r t h  Itis 
i c e  l i k e  inorsels:  who can s t and  be fo re  H i s  co ld?  
We sendeth out  Ilis word, and me1 t e t h  them: He 
causeth Iiis wind t o  blow, and t h e  waters  f1cwH 
(Psalm 147 :15-18). 

me b o t a n i c a l  l i f e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  Providence 
o f  God and shows f o r t h  H i s  g lory .  Tile Savior  and 
Preserver  of  a l l  l i f e  drew our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
l i l i e s  of  t h e  f i c l d  2nd t h e  g ras s  o f  t h e  f i c l d  i n  
t h e  Sernlon on t h e  i-lount (Matthew 6 :26-30) and t o l d  
us t h a t  God c l o t h e s  it. Psalm 104 inc ludes  a 
b e a u t i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  workings o f  t h e  p l a n t -  
world and a s c r i b e s  it a l l  t o  t h e  workings o f  Cod: 
"He causeth t h e  g ras s  t o  grow f o r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  and 
herb f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  men: t h a t  he may b r i n g  
f o r t h  food ou t  of  t h e  e a r t h ;  and wine t h a t  maketh 
g lad  t h e  h e a r t  o f  man, and o i l  t o  make h i s  f ace  
sh ine ,  and bread which s t r eng thene th  man's h e z r t  . 



The t r e e s  s f  t h e  Lord a r e  f u l l  o f  sap; t h e  cedars son of  her  womb? Yea, they may fo rge t ,  ye t  w i l l  I 

of Lebiunon, which Me hath p l a t e d ;  Where the  b i r d s  not  forget  thee" ( Isa iah  49:15). 

make t h e i r  n e s t s :  a s  f o r  t h e  s t o r k ,  t h e  f i r  trees 
a r e  h e r  housew (Psalm 104 : 14-1n ). 

This doc t r ine  o f  God's Providence i s  a source 
of g lory  t o  t h e  God who cont inual ly  upholds a l l  t h a t  

Avian l i f e  i s  placed a l s o  under the  Provi- 
d e n t i a l  Care s f  God. From t h e  lesson sf t h e  
sparrow and the  care it receives  from God comes 
one o f  t h e  most comforting and assuring statements 
of  our Savior conce~ning  our co~mtinuing care :  
"Are not two sparrows sold  f o r  a Earthing? and 
one of  them s h a l l  not  f a l l  on t h c  ground without 
your Father. But the  very h a i r s  o f  your head a r e  
a l l  numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye a r e  of 
more value than %any sparrowsn (Matthew 1099-313. 

He has made. A s  God made t h e  world f b r  Ifis glory ,  
so  a l s o  Hc preserves it  f o r  H i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n .  
Psalm 148 c a l l s  f o r  a l l  the  works of God's c r e a t i c x  
t o  p r a i s e  H i m .  Cer ta in ly  a review of His Providcn- 
t i a l  Care deepens the  sense i n  which these  praises 
a re  echoed from every s tone ,  b i r d ,  f i s h ,  animal, 
and man. 

Animal-life f inds  i t s e l f  under the  Provi- 
dence o f  God, God says,  "Every beas t  of  the  
f o r e s t  i s  mine, and the  c a t t l e  upon a thousand 
h i l l s ,  I know a l l  t h e  fowls of t h e  mountains: 
and the  wild beas t s  of t h e  f i e l d  a r e  mine" (Psalm 
50:10, 11).  This ownership includes Provident ia l  
Care as  another Psalm declares :  "tie giveth t o  t h e  
beast h i s  food, and t o  t h e  young ravens which cry" 
(Psalm 147 : 9) . 

The human race  is  espec ia l ly  s ingled out  i n  
Scr ip tu re  a s  being urider the  Provident ia l  Care of 
God, both the  be l i evers  a s  well  a s  t h e  unbelievers.  
"He maketh H i s  sun t o  r i s e  on t h e  e v i l  and on t h e  
good, and sendeth r a i n  on t h e  j u s t  and on the  un- 
jus t"  (Fiatthew 5:45). Especial ly does God ca re  f o r  
those who bel ieve  i n  H i m .  "He c a l l e t h  H i s  own sheep 
by name" says our Savior i n  John 10:3. God warns 
those who a t t ack  H i s  own, t h a t  they a r e  a t tacking 
H i m ,  "For he t h a t  toucheth you toucheth the  apple 
of H i s  eye" (Zachariah 2 :8). He promises, "The 
angel of t h e  Lord encampeth round about them that 
f e a r  H i m ,  and de l ive re th  them" (Psalm 34 : 7 ) .  God 
p i c t u r e s  H i s  ca re  f o r  H i s  own i n  a tender  and emo- 
t i o n a l  comparison, "Can a woman forget  h e r  sucking 
c h i l d ,  t h a t  she should not  have compassion on the  

JV. The Doctrine of God's Providence has Great 
P rac t i ca l  Value f o r  The Church and t h e  
Shepherds of God's Flock. 

As  redeemed s inners  serving redeemed s inners ,  
we pas tors  a r e  ca l l ed  t o  s e n r e  people enduring a l l  
manner of hardships,  sorrow, misery, and su f fe r ing .  
The pas to ra l  minis t ry  br ings  us face  t o  face with 
the  unpleasant r e a l i t i e s  of  f a l l e n  m m  i n  a f a l l e n  
world. We must hold f o r t h  t h e  l i g h t  of  Godf s 
t r u t h  i n  a world where atheism, deism, i d o l a t r y ,  
angel-worship and o the r  perversions endeavor t o  
d e t r a c t  from t h e  Provident ia l  Care and work of 
God. A s  we teach and t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  Provident ia l  
Care of God we ccunter  such enemies of God and 
H i s  Truth w i t f a  t he  e t e r n a l  f a c t :  "1 hzve loved 
thee  with an ever las t ing  love : the re fo re  with 
loving kindness have 1 drawn thecl '  (Jeremiah. 31: 3 ) .  
We a r e  pr iv i leged t o  remind people guzzled with 
t h e i r  problem of  t h e  insp i red  testimony o f  Joseph 
who declared:  "Ye thought e v i l  agains t  me: but  Gocl 
meant it unto good, t o  br ing t o  pass ,  as  it is  
t h i s  day, t o  save much people a l i v e t i  (Genesis 50: 
20) . Amid t h e  constant  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of l i f e ,  we 
can conf ident ly .point  God's t r i e d  chi ldren t o  the  
confidence He gave David who s a i d ,  v+My t i m e s  a r e  
i n  Thy hand" (Psalm 3 l : lS ) .  Against t h e  background 
of God's Providence, we can encourage troubled souls, 
"Casting a l l  your ca re  upon Him, f o r  He care th  f c r  
you" (I Pe te r  5 :7) .  The testimony o f  Scr ip tu re  



enables us  t o  a f f f m  without doubt: "We know t h a t  
a l l  th ings  work together  f o r  good t o  them t h a t  
love God, t o  them who a r e  the  c a l l e d  according t o  
H i s  purposeq9 (Romans 8 : 28) . 

Ilae Providence of God glves us the  frame- 
work within which t o  teach a God-pleasing steward- 
s h i p  o f  l i f e .  God who created  a l l ,  owns a l l ,  and 
governs a l l  according t o  the  purposes of His own 
h e a r t ,  has given us a l i f e  t o  l i v e  here on ea r th  
which, when f ived i n  accord with His p r i n c i p l e s ,  
w i i l  s a t i s f y  both our hman temporal needs we 
well a s  promote H i s  causes. There i s  no place  
i n  t h e  Providence of God f o r  a passive fa ta l i sm,  
as  though a l l  th ings  a r e  going t o  happec even 
though we do nothing regaxling them. Conunenting 
on Matthew 6:34 (:'Take the re fo re  no thought f o r  
the  morrow: f o r  the  morrow s h a l l  take  thought f o r  
t h e  th ings  of i t s e l f .  S u f f i c i e n t  unto t h e  day i s  
t h e  e v i l  thereof .  ") , D r .  Luther s a i d ,  "He (God) 
does not want those e i t h e r  who, as  lazy,  gormand- 
i z ing  b e l l i e s ,  shun both ca re  and work, who a c t  
a s  i f  they had only t o  s i t  by and wait u n t i l  God 
l e t s  a roas ted  goose f l y  i n t o  t h e i r  mouths. But 
He commands us  honest ly t o  exer t  ourselves and t o  
work. ?"hen He w i l l  be t h e r e  with H i s  b l ess ing ,  
and He w i l l  g ive us  enoughu (E. bI .  Plass ,  op. c i t . ,  
R3682) . 

The Providence of God graciously grants  a 
day of  sa lva t ion  f o r  t h e  f a l l e n  human race .  God 
enables f a l l e n  men t o  l i v e ,  breathe ,  a c t ,  and 
survive i n  order t h a t  h e  may become t h e  benef i -  
c i a r y  of t h e  saving mer i ts  of Chr i s t .  The very 
God who prescribed t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c a p i t a l  pun- 

l y  spared t h e  f i r s t  murderer, 
en He permits  man t o  pe rpe t ra te  e v i l  

condoning those  e v i l  deeds by 
them, but  is  giving y e t  a chance f o r  t h e  

o f  t h a t  soul  behind those e v i l  deeds. 
e c t ,  we could consider t h e  Providence 

a c t  o f  grace. Remembering t h i s  t r u t h ,  
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we have a very sanct i fy ing influence upon our pas- 
t o r a l  ministry.  

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Church on ea r th  
is a testimony t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  Providence of 
God. History reveals  a church which has been 
troubled,  buffe ted ,  challenged, threatened,  and 
so re ly  t r i e d .  We search i n  vain  t o  f ind  long 
periods of church h i s t o r y  where t h e r e  has been 
heavenly peace and accord. A t  t imes, we may 
despai r  and f e e l  t h a t  it is  a l l  i n  vain when one 
heresy is  f i n a l l y  routed only t o  discover anotllcr 
poisonous devia t ion sprouting i n  the  church. Events 
b e f a l l  us which appear t o  be d i sas t rous  t o  t h e  pro- 
gression of  t h e  f a i t h .  But the  Providence of G Q ~  
knows the  reason and outcomes o f  such circumstances. 
A s i g n i f i c a n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  is given by P .  F. Ecnte, 
"On iLTovember 30, 1939, t h e  Russians bombed Luti-ier 
Church i n  Finlond. The c n t i r c  buildinq collapsed 
i n t o  ru ins .  But on t h e  a l t a r  stood a gloving crcss 
and above it a paint ing o f  Chr i s t ,  Iiis arms ex- 
tended i n  b less ing.  ' In  t h i s ,  ' s a i d  Bishop Lehto- 
nen, 'we saw a gripping testimony of  t h e  t r u t h ,  
mercy, and compassion, t h e  forgiveness of  s i n s .  . . 
Only i n  t h i s  assurance a r e  we ab le  t o  ertd1:re. Vith 
the  conviction t h a t  nothing can separa te  us from 
the  love o f  God, we have peace i n  our h e a r t s  i n  
the  midst of the  storm. God suddenly becones l i v -  
ing and recil when a l l  t h e  supports t o  which we 
have been accustomed crumble t o  p ieces  and God 
alone becomes our iiefuge and Strength"'  (P.  F. 
Bente, op. c i t . ,  p. 110). 

There have been times when t h e  people of 
God f a i l e d  t o  take  t h e  comfort of Godfs Providence. 
"Is  t h e  Lord among us ,  o r  not?" (Exodus 1 2 7 ) .  
"Where is thy God?" (Psalm 42 : 3) . "How doth God 
know? and is  t h e r e  knowledge i n  t h e  mcst High?" 
(Psalm 7 3 : l l ) .  T"e Lord hath  Eorsaken me, arid 
my Lord hath  forgot ten  mew ( I sa iah  49 : 14) . But 
the  quest ions were answered and t h e  answer r e -  
s tored and e d i f i e d  the  be l i ever  unto l i f e  ever- 
l a s t i n g ,  I sa iah  38:lQ-20. 



Indeed, we are  not  able  t o  probe t h e  depths 
of  God's Providence. But we are  permitted t o  enjoy 
the  b less ings  of  i t .  Prof.  Theodore Hoyer expressed 
our a t t i t u d e  wel l ,  "God's clocks do not run l i k e  
ours ,  but  God's clocks a r c  always r i g h t .  Our hor i -  
zon is  narrow and l imi ted .  We cannot even see  much 
of the  present ,  and not  a b i t  of the  fu tu re .  To 
God, p a s t ,  present ,  and fu tu re  l i e  spread out be- 
fo re  H i m ,  and a l l  the  p a t t e r n  is p l a i n  and c l e a r .  
A piece of embroidery p a t t e r n  i s  n w t ,  p l a i n ,  
beau t i fu l  when you see  it r i g h t  s i d e  up, but  i f  
you look a t  t h e  underside, few th ings  a r e  more 
ragged looking. God i s  working out  a p a t t e r n  f o r  
every one of  H i s  f r i e n d s ,  but  we see  only t h e  
underside. Someday, a f t e r  rvc have crossed over,  
we, too ,  w i l l  s ee  t h e  p a t t e r n  c lezr ly"  (Theodore 
Hoyer , - THE CHRISTIAN VIEPI OF LIFE, p .  9 ) .  - -* _I_ 

We conclude: "0 the  depth of t h e  r i c h e s ,  
both of t h e  wisdom and knowledge of God! Raw 
unsearchable a r e  His jud~rnents and H i s  ways p a s t  
f inding out ! l r  (Romans 11 : 33) . 

SoHi Deo Gloria 
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pp. 483-494 
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P. F. Bente, "The Providence of  God," THE - 

ABIDING WORD, V O ~ .  11,  pp. 78-111 - 
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Prepared f o r  t h e  Genral Conference of  t h e  E .  L.S. , 
January 6-8, 1976, by W. V. McCullough, Pas tor ,  
Bethany Lutheran Church, Port  Orchard, Washington. 

Since we have a spec ia l  twj ic  t o  pursue, we 
inust r e f r a i n  from r e v e l l i n g  i c  t h e  poe t i c  bccuty cf 
t h e  Hook of Job. Ife must a l s o  resist  t h e  t czp t s t ion  
t o  dwell a t  l eng th  upoa the  profo'oocd pliilosophicel 
statements s e t  fo r th  i n  tltc book. ):or does t ixc  

p c m i t  us t o  s c r u t i n i z e  those treocndous c l ~ q ~ t e r s  
. i n  which God barrages Job wi t11  quest ion a f t e r  
question about t h e  t~ocders  o f  t h i s  vsst univcrse. 
]\;either i s  it our p a r t i c u l a r  copccrn t o  study t?lc 
various poss ib le  ctPologies cf the  n m e  "Job ," 
t o  determine h i s  ances t ry ,  the r l-irccolo~tcal period 
i n  which he l ived ,  t h e  p rec i se  geographical loca le ,  
o r  eve]? t h e  autRors!lip o r  time o f  w r i t i n g  cf t h i s  
remarkable book. I am f i r ~ l y  convizced t h n t  the  
Yook sf Job is the  inspire-! Word of Gor!, and t h r t  
it is a u n i t ,  not a conpi la t ion  o f  hcterogcneoos 
sources a s  c r i t i c s  would hold. The combination 
of poetry i n  the  main body of the  bock ard prcse  
i n  t h e  prolor: and epi log i s  not  without ~ a r a l l e l s  
i n  ancient l i t e r c t u r c ,  and does not spezk agains t  
t h e  un i ty  of  authorship. 9efendir.g t h e  u n i t y  cE 
t h e  Book of Jcb and t h e  Bock of  DantcP as  well 2s 
Hammurapi s Code. Cyrus Gozclon s t a t e s  : !'The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  an in ten t iona l  ABA s t r u c t u r e  de- 
serves ecrnes t considerat ian an6 shculd d c t c r  u s  
from h a s t i l y  d i s s e c t i n g  t h e  t e x t . " l  Thc bock i s  
a u n i t ,  and should be regarded as such. 

I t  i s  a l s o  my conviction t h a t  Job vn ~ C S  a 
r e a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  person, n c t  a legendary or  f i c -  
t i t i o u s  character  r epresen ta t ive  o f  onc who suf-  
f e r s  g r e a t l y  and merely t h e  t i t l e  charac te r  i n  
t h e  poem. Since even t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of Job i s  
ca l l ed  i n t o  quest ion,  it is  not  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
few present-day scholars  would give an affimative - 
answer t o  t h e  qucst ion : "DID J O B  KNOW THE S,lVIORy 
JESUS CHRIST?11 Ke look i n  vain  even for a 



considerat ion of the  quest ion i n  t h e  books of 
Old Testament Introducticn by Ernst S e l l i n ,  
S .  R.  Driver, Otto E i s s f e l d t ,  Oesteley and Robin- 
son, Robert P f e i f f e r ,  Aage Bentzen, and o the r  
scholars  who t o  a grea te r  o r  l e s s e r  extent  repre-  
sent  the  h i g h e r - c r i t i c a l  viewpoint. Even scholars  
of a more conservative bent  such as Gleason Archer, 
Mer r i l l  Unger, and Roland i lzrr ison largely  ignore 
o r  circumvent the  question. An exception among 
scholars  outs ide  of  our c i r c l e s  xas the  l a t e  
Edward Young, who p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  regard t o  Job 19: 
25-27 expressed the  conviction t h a t  the  passage be- 
ginning with the  words "I know t h a t  my Redeemer 
l ive th"  was Messianic. 

2 

I propose t o  answer the  quest ion o f  our 
top ic  i n  t h e  AFFIRMATIVE: "Yes, Job did  know t h e  
Savior,  Jesus  Christ ."  I base my evidence on cer-  
t a i n  passages f ron t h e  Bible. The evidence w i l l  
be of two kinds:  F i r s t ,  EXTERNAL, fron t h e  two 
passages outs ide  of t h e  Book of .Job, and INTEILXAL, 
from seven passages within t h e  Book of Job. Ihe 

t r a n s l a t i o n  of  these  passages w i l l  be my own, and 
w i l l  be followed by a few remarks, which must be 
b r i e f .  

I .  EXTERNAL EVIDENCE: From BIBLE PASSAGES 
OUTSIDE OF THE BOOK OF J O B .  

There a r e  only two such passages i n  which 
Job i s  mentioned by name. In each case ,  however, 
he i s  mentioned as  a11 individual  who l ived  some 
time i n  t h e  p a s t  and was, the re fo re ,  En h i s t o r i c a l  
person. 

1 A. From t h e  Old Testament. 
Ezekiel 14 : 14-20 : Even though these  

t h r e e  men were i n  i ts  midst, Noah, Daniel, and Job,  
they by t h e i r  righteousness would save themselves 
( l i t e r a l l y ,  " the i r  sou l s )  , says the  Lord YAIiIVEH. 

I i f  I were- t o  cause wild animals t o  pass through the  
land and they nake it barren and it become desola te  

so  t h a t  no one rsould pass througl; i t  because of 
t!le animals, though these  th ree  inen were i n  i t s  
midst ,  a s  I l i v e ,  says tile Lord YAIIHHI, n e i t h e r  
t h e i r  sons nor t h e i r  daughters would they save, 
they themselves only riouli be saved, b ~ t  the 
land tqould be Gcsoiate. O r  if I b r i n g  a swc~c! 
agains t  t h a t  l m d ,  and I s 2 y ,  ilS1~rord, go t!lrzzA* 

'3* ' 
t h e  land, and cut of f  frcn it n ? x k l n t l  2nd bezr:,!: 
though these  t h r e e  mc;: wrrc i:; i t s  i c iL l s t ,  cs 1 
l i v e ,  S ~ Y S  the  Lord YnXwdi, tI:ey rlouid n c t  s a r e  
sons o r  d a ~ g h t s r s ,  t r -dly they tl;cr;.selves c ~ l y  
would be saved. O r  i f  I werc t o  seiid a p l q p c  
i n t o  t h a t  land, avld pcu: my ftrry lipon it i n  blccz, 
t o  cut off from it mmlcind and beas t ;  even i f  
Koeh, Daniel, Job were i n  its i;..ic?st, as I 
l i v e ,  says the  Lcrd Yallruch. neither scr. ncz 
dcughter would they szvc, They \sc?.zld by t h e r  
righteousness deliver thenselvcs,  

',:e s h a l l  fizst giva b r i c f  a t t e 3 t i ~ n  t o  :kc 
three individuals  ilar?.ed ir. tl-ese vrrscs : NRi':!, 
DANIEL, AND JOB. Cod herc sces!:s oE abt Three 
as ~ u t s t a n d i n g  men, 

. . 
In con t ras t  t o  h i s  ccrrupt  conteiapcreries , 

it is sa id  of NO& i n  Gexesis 6 : s :  "E::t Xcah 
found favor i n  t h e  cycs of Ya2luch." Tlen i rme-  
d i a t e l y  follows a capcgle desc r ip t ion  cf tile lzlzc: - 
"Noah was a rj ghteeus men, b??sel2ss was he &,r.cr.g 

I-- 

h i s  contenpcrsries.  With t h e  ~ i u e ~ c ?  Nc-h 
walked." The word "righteousti descrilic-s Fk2h 
a s  a man who en2cavcred t o  confcrn h i s  l i f e  t o  
t h e  standard t h a t  God s e t  up. P i m e ,  hcv:cvcr, h e  
was a s inner ,  as we well know frcm h i s  ovm lapse 
i n t o  s i n  following t h e  f lood,  t h a t  word gets i t s  
t r u e  s ign i f i cance  only 9:hcn we see it i n  the  l i g h t  
o f  RIGHTEOUSNESS CY FAITI1. The New Testament pas- 
sage, 2 Pe te r  2 :5, speaks o f  Koah zis a "preacher 
of r i g h t e o u s n c s s , ~  which ir. i ts  ful l  meaning m i l s t  

su re ly  include t h e  conccFt o f  t h e  rik:teousness of 
f a i t h ,  which Noah practiced zs lie21 as preached. 



That a l s o  sheds l i g h t  on t h e  next word, t r a n s l a t e d  
"blameless," which l i t e r a l l y  meass "complete. 9 '  I t  
ind ica tes  a character  o f  t r u e  i n t e g r i t y ,  wiehout 
m y  gla r ing  weaknesses. By h i s  faith i n  God, more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  Savior t o  come, hioah's imper- 
f ec t ions  and weaknesses were covered. In h i s  l i f e  
he  stood i n  sharp con t ras t  t o  t h e  corrupt  mass of 
humanity a t  h i s  time. T h i s  was t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o f  t h a t  verse  t h a t  my esteemed professor of Old 
Testment a t  Concordia Seminary i n  S t .  Louis, 
Dr, Walter A. Maier, Sr., held.  I n  addi t ion  it 
is  s t a t e d  t h a t  Noah "walked1' w i t h  Gcd. The word 
"walkedff is  i n  a form t h a t  emphasizes the  f a c t  
t h a t  Noah conducted h i s  l i f e  i n  a c lose  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip  with the  Onc True God. 

The second man mentioned is DANIEL. A number 
of scholars  have i d e n t i f i e d  t h i s  Daniel with a 
character  from a p o l y t h e i s t i c  Ugar i t i c  e p i c  whose 
son, Aqhat , was t h e  t i t l e  character  . 3  Their  ob j ec- 
t i o n  t o  iden t i fy ing  him a s  t h e  Bib l i ca l  Daniel 
s t e m  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  from t h e i r  re luctance  t o  
accept Daniel ' s reputa t ion a s  an outstanding man 
at t h e  time Ezekiel wrote those  words. I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e i r  objec t ion is  groundless, because a l -  
ready by t h a t  time Daniel could well  have been 
known f ~ r  h i s  exce l l en t  q u a l i t i e s ,  s incc  they a r e  
enumerated i n  Daniel, Chapter 1, which antedates 
Ezekiel and descr ibes  Daniel a s  a young man o f  
h ighes t  c a l i b e r  both i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and morally. 
Consequently he was brought i n t o  hilt1 favor with 
t h e  pr ince  o f  t h e  eunuchs and gained t h e  h ighes t  

l i t i c a l  pos i t ion  ava i l ab le  t o  a foreign commoner 
t h e  Chaldean and Persian Empire, a s  Joseph had 

r r i s e n  t o  t h e  h ighes t  prominence i n  Egypt. 
i f e  as well  a s  h i s  e n t i r e  conduct 
s t o  conclude t h a t  Daniel, Pike Noah, 
the coming Savior.  

ngs US t o  t h e  t h i r d  person rncnticned 
r iumvirate:  JOB. In po in t  of time, 

he l ived between Nb& and Danie l ,  Since he is  
described in t h e  three s h o r t  passages urider t k c  
prose prolog i n  t h e  Book of  J e o ,  we s h a l l  pos t -  
pone our remarks &cut  h i s  char3cter until a f t e r  
we have b r i e f l y  eonsidered t%ae I<ew Testmen-2 
passage on your o u t l i n e ,  

B. From t h e  New Test~snent ,  

James P : l l .  passage is Esux:d i n  ---- 
the l a s t  chapter  ~f t h e  Ep is t l e  of -3sxcs. t 2 k e  
the r e s t  o f  the cpis"iPc, it t reats  o f  p rac t ica l  
matters, I t  ecnc%udes a sec t ion  of f i v e  verses 
t h a t  c~phasizc tire i ~ y : r t a n c e  of patience. \?st ---- 
read :: 

"Rehold, we cal l  thzm lizz~py ~120 have cn- 
dured, You have Irea-6.d of t'rle perse*:crance of  Job 
and you have seci: what T i l e  3 r d  f i n a l l y  d i d ,  bc- 
cause the  !.ox d i s t exderhear ted  and scmpassionate 

In  t h i s  verse  we note a number of t i ~ i n g s :  
That Job is  named as a person wiro actually l k e d ,  
t h a t  he displayed z v i r t u e  c8assified elsewherrs 
i n  t h e  New Test;z?ent as a Chr ts t ian  v i r t ue :  
pa t ience ,  endurance, perscvcxnee,  ( f o r  e x m ~ l e  
i n  Luke 21:19, iitomans 5:3,4, 8:25, P5:4, and 
elsewhere), and tkat the Lord restored hi% again 
i n  the  end. To regard Job as one wlro d id  ROT 
know Jesus a s  h i s  Szvior and Redeemer would 
hzrdly be compatible wi th  a c z ~ e f u l  reading sf 
e i t h e r  t h i s  passstge or the  one frcm E r c k i e l  er 
those from t h e  Book of Job eftat, we s;nall now 
proceed t o  examine. 

I I .  INTERNAL EVIDENCE: Fro3 Bible Passages 
Selected from THE BOOK OF J O B ,  

A. From the  PROSE PROLOG, 

1. Job 1 : 1. A man t h e r e  wz:; En tkh~ land 
of Uz, Job was I a i s  nzrire; cow t1.ta.e: marl was b%,amcite 



and upr igh t ,  a  f e a r e r  o f  God and one who kept  away 
from e v i l .  

In  a s l i g l l t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form, we have t h e  
same word descr ib ing  Job -- as we had of Noah: 
l:Blameless," one with no g l a r i n g  de fec t s  o r  i m -  
pe r f ec t ions  i n  h i s  cha rac te r .  ile i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  
f iup r igh t , l i  a word t h a t  well  desc r ibes  h i s  char-  
a c t e r ,  s tanding  i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  t o  those  riilo 
were corrupt  o r  crooked. k:rcm t h e  d i a log  sec -  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  book we l c a r n  t h a t J o b  \:.as a  mas, 
h i g h l y  respec ted  i n  h i s  cc~nmunity by t h e  o ld  as  
wel l  as t h e  young. Ile hzd a  t r u c  f i l i a l  f e a r  
o~  reverence toward God. T h a t  s u s e 3 ~  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  he was a b e l i e v e r ,  aad i f  (z t r u c  b e l i e v e r ,  
s u r e l y  one who knew h i s  Savlor ,  Jcsus C h r i s t .  
As a t r u e  b e l i e v e r ,  Job turned  awzy f ro~n e v ~ l .  
'file r e s t  of  t h e  beok a l s o  bears  t i ta t  st!t. I'hiie 
lie wzs not  s i n l e s s ,  and a t  time. maGc un io r tuna tc  
statements , we should rcntcmi~cr t h a t  h i s  1 ntcrlsc 
s u f f e r i n g  and bereavement make t h a t  understandnhle 
though not  excusable.  ~%L'~vc? a l l ,  he  was commended 
by Cod. 

liis deep concern about t l ~ c  p i e t y  and con- 
duct of Itis ch i ld ren  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t i le next  
ve r se ,  as i s  a l so  h i s  f a m l i . : ~ r i t y  vii th t h e  r c h -  
gious r i t e  o f  burn t  o f f e r i n g ,  a f z c t  t h a t  r a i s e s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ions  concerning Job ' s  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip ,  i f  any, t o  t h e  t r u e  peoplc of  God. \illatever 
t h e  answer t o  t h a t  nay be, i t  api3cars c l e a r  from 
t h e  passages we have before  us t h a t  .job d i d  some- 
how l ea rn  of  t h e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n ,  and t r u e  God, and 
t h e  t r uc  way o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

2 .  Job 1 :5. And when t h e  days o f  f e a s t -  
ng had f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  

cursed God i 

cyc le ,  Job woui 
!r burnt  o f f e r i n  
"Perhaps my ch i  
n t h e i r  h e a r t s .  

ci r i s e  e a r l y  
gs f o r  a l l  
l d ren  have 
" Thus Job 

3 .  Job ?:20,211: %%era .Job al-ose, t o r e  h i s  
---- 

gam!en-t, and shaved ~ I P S  head, arad f e i l  t o  the 
ground, worshipped, and sa id  : "Nzl:cd camc I from 
my notltlcr s liomb, an2 nzliicri w i ; %  I ~e"%liirar, YPS4WE:I 
gave and YAHViEH tock =cay: Y/.IIi'l?':ll?S rmc bc ;:raised. 

O f  e s p c l s l  interest i s  t h e  f zc t  t h a t f  i:z 
t h e  l a s t  l ~ n c  of t h i s  vrrse,  t l ic special  NA::E cf 
:he True Triune Gad, 1 :;cnc.sa? l y  w-lttcr, 
LORD i n  fou r  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s ,  i s  ~ i s c d .  :tat mly 
does Job use t h e  r.ame YBHWEiI here,  k~1-e: he  d w s  so -- - 
as a i3EEIFVt:A i n  fiirm, as onc who eoaifclsses ~r::dxt 
God gave and took amy ,  as h p n c  li!ro wants 't'!d!!;Ei!'S -- - ------- 
naxe b le s sed  o r  p rz i scd .  I t  i s  a humble and IT-- -- ---- - -- 
pentant  b e l i e v e r  i z h ~  speaks 11cr-e. 

Let GS ncw t u r n  t o  what 'r: f e d  : s I"iI'f:::fiLrbZ, 
i7V I3FiNCE . 

B. From t h e  POETIC WRT af  t h e  lE3C3K 01: JOB, 

I have s e l e c t e d  f c u r  passages, the f i r s t  
t h r e e  of  which arc- described hy F r m z  I>c:'.txc-h 
,as " three  e a r l s ,  of  t;f;ich t h e  t h i r d  i s  K Q S ~  

and a r e  b r i e f l y  bur weli cxpcczr!cd 
by D r .  Martin i i zu~ann ,  i n  t h e  Scptemker :C75 issuc 
o f  TIIE SPRINGFI ElI,DEI: under the t i t l e  I ' M Z E S I - ~ N I C  
MOUNTAINTOPS. I n  each of these foilr pas seges 
I s h a l l  make comments on p c i n t s  t h a t  I considcx 
most s i g n i f i c a n t .  

1 .  Job 14:13-17, Oh t h a t  You would h i d e  --- 
me i n  Sheol ( t h e  grave] ,  that Ycu would c s ~ c e a l  12e 
u n t i l  Your wrath has turned away, t h a t  You would 
s e t  a d e f i n i t e  t ime f o r  me, and remember me! Pf 
a man d i e s ,  w i l l  he l i v e  (again)? A l l  t h e  days o f  
my s e r v i c e  I w i l l  wa i t ,  u n t i l  my b e l i e f  (change] 
comes. You would c a l l ,  and I would ansve-r YOBL FOF 
t h e  work o f  Your hands You would !cng. For then  You 




























































