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AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE Ah'IHRTCAN RPGENTEXNIAE 

Lecture T : Tl~e ltyo Kingcoks a* 
t he  TWO G O ' P S % T E ~ ~  

1, The theme o f  l h P s  year's Ref~rmatisn Lectwes 
c a l l s  attention ts the fact t h a t  wc are almsst 

in t he  middle Qf our e s u n t r y k  Bicentennial sbser- 
vation,  h q ~ a t  w i t h  t h e  barrage s f  pubPPcl ty  we 
have been receiving through a91 t he  media, today 
harday a man al ive needs to be t o l d  of the events 
of Apr i l  $775, p l u s  the subsequent s ign ing  of t h e  
Declaration of Independence on J u l y  4, 1176 and 
t h e  eventual ratification sf the Constitution, to- 
ge the r  with the Bill o f  Rights, in 1790. 

2 .  A l l  t h i s  has evoked same thought and considera- 
tion about the  meaning of these events for us 

today, together with the csnsideration o f  our 
nation's future, A present-$ay evaluation s f  t h e  
founding of our  country and i ts past history will 
refleet a gamt of spinisns frm A ts Z, On the  
one hand there are those who without even an 
apparent critical fastnote proclaim h e r i c a  the 
Beautiful and chant that her "alabaster c i t i es  



g l e m  Undimed by haman tears," A ~ e r i c a n  i s  beau- 
tiful f o r  i ts  heroes who loved ghe i r  eosi~ntry more 
than s e l f  and mercy mare than l i f e ,  

3, w i n i o n s  representing t h e  s t h e r  s ide  s f  t h e  
speetrm can perhaps be best a u m a r i z e d  b y  

simply c a l l i n g  t o  mini! ithe c u r t  statenen$ t h a t  
a l l  our  p re sen t  problems seen from the fact  t ha t  
i n  October 1492, Columbcs singly s a i l ed  too far, 
There has  been, a l l  :&7i%9 concede I think, a g r o ~ & ~ -  
i n g  & i d e  s f  pessimism laced w i $ h  p r z ~ h e c i e s  of 
gloom and doom, 

4 ,  W u t  there are a cou~le s f  other anniversaries 
t o  whi@h thought fu l  people  today will a lso  g ive  

more than  a pas s ing  Zhought and which, more than  
accidenta l ly ,  are t i e d  2% wit11  our  theme: THE 

DQCTRTNE OF TEE TWO K$NGDQ>IS AND I T S  
APKE FOR THE tXERfCAN EPCENTEPJ??IAkB It  

i s  Zhe 450th anniversary o f  the  Peasa.ntsg War, 
In  1525 there f%nal.ly came t o  a Read semethfng 
t h a t  had been fes te r ing  far  a long Zime -- t h e  
u p r i s i n g  o f  t he  peasants aver nearly a l l  Gemany 
and other parts  of Europe, The plight of the  
peasane, who i s  many cases was prac:lcallg a s e r f ,  
and t h e  greed o f  some sf  the asblemen #&rere bound 
t o  ultimately clash, Hartin Luther  was most un- 
willingly catapaulted i ~ t o  the m%ddXe s f  t h i s  
f r a y  when %he peasants made a seculax  use o f  K i s  
procla-ation o f  the freedom of  the  Christisn 
from the bondage which %he Cespel b r ings ,  I n  
t h i s  f a t e f u l  year a$ 1525 came three s f  1 4 u t h e r t s  
writings -rlrhieh have mueh t o  do with our theme 
and are o f t en  misunderstsad and misapplied, These 
writings were preceded by a couple which are most 
gemane t o  our theme, They were fsllswed by a few 
s thex pamphlets which he wrote three ox= fou r  years 
l a te r  and which deal t  with t h i s  t o p i c ,  In ac tu-  
a l i t y ,  in terms sf h u l k  these m i t i n g s  do no% I s o  
large i n  Luther ' s  t o t a l  l i te rary  output. Rut the 
are si~ificant in that they provide sme links 
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f o r  under-anding h y  Luther  and h i s  fel%cs%a Refor- 
mers coped with the  problems o f  man's e f f o f i s  to 
govern himself i n  a world which God created and 
s t i l l  upholds  by t h e  Word s f  H i s  power b u t  which 
h s s  heen infiltrated by t h e  Devil, 

5,  F i n a l l y ,  a t h i r d  date we should keep in mind 
is t h a t  i t  is t he  30t%l anniversary s f  t h e  end 

of t h a t  holacaust we c a l l  "140rld !liar P I ,  0x1 
Tuesday,  Sewember 2 ,  1945,  the Japanese formally 
surrendered on board the f l a g s h i p  Pl issouri  in 
Tokyo Ray, t hus  b r i n g i n g  to an end a w a r  s f  czitas- 
t r o p h i c  proportions. The war ended with a Rig 
Bang which revealed t h a t  the next  World War would 
be even more catastrophic, 1 weed h a r d l y  remind 
you t h a t  many people  o f  international prominence 
have sa id  t h a t  in reality Martin Lutt ler  is t t o  be 
blamed Esr t h i s  w a r .  

6 ,  b .%i le  a l l  times are critical f o r  the  people  
who live in them, the  Lard so arranges t h e  

history o f  the world t h a t  nearly every generation 
has good reason for  t h ink ing  that i t  is P f v f . w g  i n  
a more eritfsal per iod  than previous generations, 
The believer has good grounds f o r  a s s m i n g  t h a t  
the  end is nigh ,  h d  as he remembers t h e  Lord's 
prs%nise, "Surely  E Came quickly ,"  he p rays ,  '"ven 
s o ,  come, Lord ~ e s u s "  (g~ev, 22:%0), This f 8 c t  
fundamentally affec ts  t h e  believeras view o f  a l l  
wsr l d  events , 

7, But we aslust s t i l l  live out our allotted t i m e  
until spur Lord aceually does come t o  deliver 

us frm a l l  evil, Our purpose, then,  i n  these 
lectures is t o  h e l p  u s  to live more sober ly  dur ing  
t h i s  pe r i od  of waitPng by examining what our  Lord 
has sa id  about H i s  Kingdom and the Kingdom of the 
kTor%d so t h a t  we bet ter  m d e r s t a n d  how to conduet 
ourselves as cit izens of these t w o  kingdoms, 



8, A s  we shal l  examine l a t e r  in mare d e t a i l ,  ou r  
Lutheran Confessions speak o f  t he  ' 'Wo King- 

doms" o r ,  more comonly,  " t h e  Two Powers" (potes- -,- 

tates): t h e  power of t h e  Keys sr the Gospel 
(potes tas  c lav im)  and t h e  pnwer o f  t h e  Sword 

) (Angsburg Confession, 
h%en the Confessions, an t w o  sr tl-aree occasions, 
declare that "the w r i t i n g s  of our  theologians 
have p r o f i t a b l y  illumined t h i s  whole ques t i on  of 
the a s t i n c t i o n  between Christ's Kingdom and a 
political kingdom (Ap. W I ,  2, 4 ,  131,  they are 
re fe r r ing  c h i e f l y  t o  the writings of Luther  of 
the preceding t en  years. So one must make a s t u d y  
of what he m o t e  dur ing  those first  tu rbu len t  
years of the  Refsmatisn,  

3. But first one must ,  as Luther  d i d ,  look a t  
some of the S c r i p t u r a l  evidence t h a t  h a s  a 

bea r ing  on our theme. One must then begin by 
looking at the  New Testament use of the  word 
"kingdom" (hasileia) .2 h d  we m t l s t  not pass 
t h i s  study over l i g h t l y ,  since it is altogether 
poss ib le  tha t  in our general th ink ing  we have 
missed one aspect of t h e  meaning af t h i s  word, 
P r o f ,  W I 1 1 P m  Arndt i s  probably correct when he 
says ,  "In our Lutheran circles it has been quite  
customary to look upon the  tern 'Kingdom o f  God' 
as an equivalent fo r  the  word 'church"' ( C B f 9  
January 1950, p,  91, He then points out t h a t  
today b h e ~ e  has been going on a much discussed 
question as t o  whether "kingdom" means "realm" 
OX- "reign '? * 

10, There can ha rd ly  be any ques t ion  t h a t  *is 
word as it w a s  used both i n  secular Greek and 

in Hew "restament Greek means not  only a kingdom, 
domain, or realm, bu t  also t h a t  i t  is a word of 
action, carrytng the meaning s f  rule or the govern- 
ing power and d i g n i t y  the king uses. Both meanings 
are present s ide  by side i n  Revelation 17~12 and 1 
"ten kings who have not ye t  received a kingdom" a 
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"agreeing t o  give t h e  beast t h e i r  poweP- (bas i l e in )  
g o  r u l e f i  (NI&r) .  Here we see the word -- kas-i ---- l c i a  
used i n  close proximity t o  indicate $he r o y a l  
authority and t h e  realm where t h e  k ing  exercises 
it. These i w o  meanings merge i n t o  one a n ~ t h e r  i n  
the New Te-ament ss that, ie mtg81t be more precise 
to s3-y t h a t  here we have t w o  aspects of a s i n g l e  
concept OP meaning with t he  context  of the  word 
enabling u s  t o  see wliich aspect: receives t h e  more 
emphasis. In ~hrist's Parable of t h e  Pounds 
(Luke 19 : 1 2 ,  15), br.ll?ere the K J V  translates, "a 
cer ta in  nobleman went i n t o  a f a r  count ry  t t s  rece ive  
f o r  himself a kingdom," obvious ly  i t  refers  t o  liis 
rece iv ing  royal d i g n i v y ,  power and a ~ ~ t h o r i t ; :  ti? 
r u l e  a realm, The sther  aspect of ------ bas i l c i a  as a 
realm or t e r r i t o r y  is c lear ly  the  main point' i n  
Matthew 4:G:  "Again t h e  devi l  t ake th   hi^ up i i:to 
an exceeding high mountain and sheweth him a11 
t h ~  kingdoms of t h e  wor ld ,  and t h e  g l o r y  o f  them." 
8One can see t h i s  because here the  p lurzP  i s  lased 
and t t~ere  is an assa~mptfon of -~l%si.h",P%ty, 

11. 'It is now necessary t o  look a t  the modifiers 
of ;' kingdom" as used i n  the New T..s~-amen&. 

Immediately the Bib le  reader i s  serllrk by t h e  
fact t h a t  he has o f t en  read the expression "the 
kingdom of God" o r  "*he kingdom of heaven" or 
"the kingdom cf Chr is t"  o r  "the kingdom of trhe 
Father"  o r  simply " t i le  kingdom" w i t h o u t  a modis- 
f i e s ,  Me will f i n d  these expressions used con- 
s ide rab ly  over a hundred times in the l4ew Testa- 
ment and ehel-e i s  no s i p i f i c a n t  d i f fe rence  in the 
meaning of these terms, although there may be a 
special  emphasis, where, f o r  example, the kl~gclorn 
o f  hewela emphasizes the  transcendent character of 
Christ's kingdon. These terns des igna t e  t h e  r u l e  
and t h e  work of Gad i n  bringing sinners i n t o  s 
personal relationship with H i m ,  so  t h a t  We r u l e s ,  
guards ,  and p r o t e c t s  them as I I i s  special  chosen 
people. Chr i s t ' s  preaching and tha t  of H i s  
apostles was tha t  people  should repent  because 



t h e  Kingdom o f  God was at  hand (Matt, 4 ~ 1 % ;  
Mark 1:15). Ifen are r~ seek the  Kingdom o f  Gad 
and H i s  r igh teousness  (Matt, 6 ~ 3 3 1 ,  P a u l  t e l l s  
us t h a t  t h e  Kingdom of God i s  not  meet and d r i n k ;  
b u t  r i g h t e ~ ~ s n e s s  and peace and joy i n  &he I b l y  
Ghost (Romans 1 4 : 1 7 ) ,  God's kingdom comes in 
pswer (Nark 9:1), It does not  consist i n  t h e  
word o f  men, b u t  i n  t h e  pswer o f  God (I Cop, % : 3 0 ) ,  
T s  preach the Gospel  i s  t o  preach t h e  Kingdom sf 
God. This, o f  course ,  implies that  one i s  t o  
preach the  w h a l e  of Christ's teaelling and a l s o  
t h a t  s f  Wis apost les  (Matt, 28:P8-201, 

12, Haw does one e n t e r  t h i s  Kingdom, o r ,  ra ther ,  
ITow does one receive it? Here t h e  fundamen- 

t a l  p a i n t  is that  he receive it as a g i f t  of God: 
"Fear not, l i t t l e  f lock,  f o r  i t  i s  your Fatheres 
good pleasure t o  you t h e  kingdom" (T,trke 12; 
3 2 1 ,  Jesus promi he confessing Peter t h a ~  $Pe 

ngdsm of heaven 
us t o  a kingdom 

t h a t  God h-as s e t  -- 
u s  i n  t h e  Kingdom of His Son $ C s % ,  1:13), and 
t h a t  f i n a l l y  t h e  1,osd del ivers  His Relievers Prom 
a l l  evil into H i s  heavenly kingdom (2 Tim, S:P8), 

3 ~aul's a s t  statement leads $0 a f i n a l  obser- 
va t ion ahout  the  Kingdom of Cod: The preac11- 

i n g  o f  the Kingcl~m i s ,  as the thealogians say, 
"'eschaeological"; chat i s ,  f e  looks beyond t h i s  
world Pnta the  w o r l d  of eveklasting glory ,  There 
is a f i n a l  de l ive ra~ce  from the  ~ r o r l d  o f  evil 
for  every member o f  Christ" kingdom, because 
we have reeelved 8 kingdom xghic%~ cannot be moved 
(Hcb, 12:28), The New Teseament several times 
cal ls  it t h e  I ~ i n g d o m  o f  heaven" (Matt. 3:2) ,  
which emphasizes t h a t  t h i s  kingdom i s  ulti~ately 
oeher-worldly. No%r we 811 l i ve  in t he  shadow s f  
e te rn i ty ,  bug even twl ly  the  shadow Recomes t h e  
reality (1 Cor. 13:12). Later i n  these lectures,  
xghen we cons ider  Luther's prspssa l s  fo r  Refomaeion 

in the  secular realm,-we should remember t h a t  f o r  
Luther  members o f  GodPs Kingdom are  here on e a r t h  
only as pilgrims and t h a t  the i r  real  citizenship 

1 4 .  ~uther's understanding o f  the "Kingdom o f  
God" encompasses a l l  these ideas .  He recog- 

n1zt.s t h a t  i t  is a realm, a ho ly  na t ion ,  ~ g l ~ i c h  has  
t h e  k ind  of people  who give Christ "their obedience 
gladly and willingly" (I,w 1 3 ,  288, 2 8 9 )  .3 But 
I .uther,  as  a perceptive, B i b l i c a l  scholar ,  is  very 
much aware that the concept of b a s i 1 e i a  inc ludes  
the roya l  r u l e  and power of God. In the Second 
Petition ("Thy Kingdom C o m e " ) ,  L u t h e r  expla ins  
that Cod's Kingdom comes without  our  prayer ,  b u t  
we pray  that "it may prevail among us and with 
as" (LC, III,50). And i n  a semon f o r  S t .  ~arbara's 
Day, on the t e x t ,  Flat t . 25 : 1-13 (The Parable  of the 
Ten Vi rg ins ) ,  Luther  expands on what S c r i p t u r e  
means by "the Kingdom of ~ o d , "  its power and its 
influence : "since the words, kingdom of heaven, 
kingdom of God, kingdom of Christ, are often 
spoken about i n  the New Testament, it is impera- 
tive that a Christian know what it means, namely, 
that it is nothing else ttkan t h e  Word which pro- 
claims the forgiveness of sins, and it is the 
Holy ~ o k ~ e l .  Because i n  t h i s  kingdom there i s  
pure grace and goodness, pure forgiveness and 
remission of sins, pure love and f r i endsh ip .  "4 

15. There i s ,  ho~rever, a lso another kingdom tha t  
-is f a r  d i f fe ren t  from t h e  one j u s t  de se r ihed ,  

It is t he  "kingdom o f  the  wor ld , "  or  the secular 
kingdom. In t h i s  phrase "kingdom" carries t h e  
s m e  connotation s f  being not onfy a t e r r i t o r y  
ru l ed  by one but  it includes t h e  idea o f  a migh:hty 
working and power. In the modifier, "of the wor ld , "  
we will recognize one of the most cornon words used 
in the New Testment several hundred times, P r o f i t -  
able as it might b e  for  us t o  make a d e t a i l e d  word 
s tudy  of t h i s  word, it is obvious that the limits 



of time and space will not  p e r m i t  that.5 But t o  
understand the  Lutheran doct r ine  aE t h e  Tho R e a l m s  
i t  i s  necessary t o  review some o f  t h e  essential 
ways i n  ~ ~ h i c h  t h e  New Testament uses t h e  ward, 
Basical ly ,  "world" (ko~mos) refers t o  t h e  t o t z f i t y  
s f  a l l  creaked ehings: ?'God t h a t  made the  world  
and a P P  t h i n g s  the re in  (Aces 19:29; John L:80), 

316, T,ike every th ing  t h a t  i s  created,  the  kosmos - 
i s  f i n i t e :  tha t  i s ,  it has a beginning and 

it will have an end (Mate, 24:21; 1 John % : P 7 ) ,  
Its transitory nature i s  s f  its very  essence, 
More specifically, t h e  kesmos i s  t h e  abade o f  man, 
The New Testament bas f n  mind the  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
t h i s  planet--the na t ions  o f  t h i s  wor1.d (Luke 12:30). 
Then kosmos refers to  mankind as a f a l l e n  c r e a t i o n ,  
so t h a t  there is a deep g u l f  between God and t h e  
world, which i s  traced back t o  t h e  s i n  s f  t h e  first 
man: "As by one man s i n  entered i n t o  the  kasmos, 
no t  to condemn i t  bu t  t h a t  the -- kssmos thrsugl2 T4im 
migPBt be saved  (John 3 : I9) ,  P!ence, God was i n  
Chr is t  reconci l ing  ehe kosmos - unto i;l%imsel.f, n o t  
impgtting t h e i r  trespasses unto them (2 Core k I . 4 ) .  
men one believes tha t  C h r i s t  Jesus came i n t o  the  
kosmos t o  save sinners (1 T i m ,  P:15), t h i s  f a i t h  
i s  imputed t o  h i a n  f a r  rightesusness, and he i s  
del ivered  from t h e  power s f  darkness and brought  
i n t o  the  kingdom of Cad's dear Son (Col. X:13)# 
h d  so ,  such a one h z ~ s  a new citizenship ( P h i l ,  3: 

' 2 0 ) .  But he cagngsst as yet come sumo&"  t h e  kosmss, 
in the sense t h a t  he i s  still p a r t  s f  t h e  er tg ina8 
creation, Me is no$ to assoe%ate with e v i l  men of 
zhe kosmos, bu t  he aan't escape them altogether; 
fo r  then he muse needs g s  out  sf the  kssmss 
$1 Core 5 ~ 1 0 ) ~  Since the - kosmos, as viewed i n  
apposition to the sa in ts  sf God OP H i s  church, 
i s  t h e  sum t o t a l  sf t h e  unbelieving who are the 
enemies of God and Ria ehssen people, $he - kosmos 
is  a great obstacle to t h e  Christian l i f e .  Friend-  
s h i p  w i t h  the kssnos i s  hazred tgseprards God, and 
hence the  people of Cod are n s t  to be  confomed t o  
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this kosrnos ( ~ s m ,  1%:2), maugh the hatred o f  t h e  
kesmss will be turned against t h e  followers of 
Chr i s t  (1 John 3 : 1 3 ) ,  they  should remember t h a t  
the  kosmos passes away, bu t  he t h a t  does the will 
of the  Father  remains i n t o  e t e r n i t y ,  %'his i s  t he  
f a i t h  which has overcome t he  kasmos (1 John 2 : L 7 ;  
5 : 4 ) *  

1 9 ,  h d  so there are  t w o  Kingdoms ox two R e a l m s ,  
t h e  s p l r i t u d  and t h e  s e e u l a t ,  which ex i s t s  

simultaneously s i d e  hy s i d e  i n  t h i s  world, T h i s  
world was snee good (Gen. 1:39).  Rut, as we have 
seen ,  it is a fallen world because sin has  en tered  
hman l i f e ,  But  man s t i l l  remains ~od's ereattrre, 
w i t h  the result tha t  God has not  only p rov ided  a 
direct  rule over men in t h e  in~arnatfon of ' I I ~ s  Son 
and the  sending of t h e  Holy S p i x i t  "cxrough t h e  
Gospel t o  work f a i t h  i n  men's h e a r t s ,  h u t  Me a l s o  
set up ordinances by which men's l i ve s  i n  t h i s  
world, whether they are believers sr unbelievers, 
are ts be  r egu la t ed  and guided,  These ordinances 
not  only curb the s i n f u l  tendencies o f  men b u t  are 
also conducive to t he i r  comsn welfare, Wsth 
k i n d s  of men are subject  ta these ardinanees, 

18, To c l a r i f y  this s o m e ~ ~ h a t ,  it is  well t o  note 
t h a t  the expression '!the kingdom of the  

worldy9 may refer to t h a t  part  of f a l l en  %ankind 
where Satan as a strong man guards his oxkm house 
(LgaEce l1), But the term a l s o  refers t o  t h e  secu- 
l a r  kingdom as Cad's crea$fon,  xghieh He has  n o t  
y e t  forsaken bu t  s t i l l  preserves and rules through 
H i s  Providence anrl through I I i s  ordinances i n s t i t u -  
t e d  f o r  the  good o f  a h 1  mankind, These ordinances 
are the  fami ly ,  and government, and t h e  different 
vocations t h a t  are in harmony w i t h  the will of God, 
i n d i c a t e d  i n  general i n  t h e  Ten C 
Satan, o f  course, works both i n  t h e  kingdom s f  
God to deceive, and i n  the  secular xgorld, Rut G o d  
overcomes h i m  i n  the  heavenly kingdom through the 
Gospel,  and in t he  secular  kingdom PIe p u t s  l i m i t s  



to h i s  ev i l  workings by HAS Provideme, which 
shapes and preserves the  world  through t h e  secu- 
lar  orders created f o r  t h e  purpose o f  curb ing  
fallen mankind's evil i n c l i n a t i o n s  towards sin, 

1 9 .  To pull these th ings  together then,  t h e  
Christ ian f i n d s  hfmselg i n  t w o  realms o f  

existence simultaneouslye mere is only one 
Christian individual, but he e x i s t s  in bath 
realms, the heavenly and the ear thly .  Scripture 
presents a fendamengal dualism of an earth1.y and 
a heavenly kingdom. Luthe r ,  the  deep B i b l i c a l  
student t h a t  he was, caught this R i b l i c a l  aspect, 
j u s t  as he d i d  the  fundamental distinction be- 

. tween t h e  Law and t h e  Gospel,  As F ,  Edwar$ Cram 
has shown, Luther d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  t h i s  under- 
s tanding i m e d i a t e l y ,  bu t  came t o  i t  through the  
1528's ~ghen he had t o  s t r u g g l e  with t he  p r a c t i c a l  
problems which the Refomation broup,ht on. H i s  
mind then clarified itself, with tile result t h a t  
by 1530 he had completed t h e  formulation also of 
t h i s  dsetrine,6 I n  dme l a s t  of his three beaks 
i n  cora~leetfon with the  Peasants '  War, 
Letter sn  the Harsh Book Against t he  Peasants 
(1525) , in =h Luther defends tT6 views h y h a d  
advanced In t h e  two previous hooks t h a t  were 
occasioned by the  Peasants'War (Admonition to 

one &he k i n g d m  o f  Gad, and skher the  kingdom of 
the world, I have m i t t e n  this so often that 1 
am su rp r i sed  tha t  *ere i s  anyone xjho does not 
know it or remember i t ,  Anyone who knows how to 

tAere i s  only forgiveness, cons ide ra t i on  for one 
another, Isve, service, the doing of good, peace 

- 10 - 

joy ,  e tc .  But t h e  Kingdom o f  t h e  World is  a king- 
dom of wrath and seveirity. I n  it there is only 
punishment, r ep res s ion ,  j u d p s e n t  , and csndema- 
t i o n  t o  restrain t h e  wicked and p ro tec t  t h e  good, 
For t h i s  reason it has  t h e  sruord, and Scr ip t t r re  
ca l l s  a prince sr l o r d  '~sd's wraths7  o r  'Cod's 
rod '  ( ~ s a i a h  14 :56). " (IN 4 6 ,  69,  7 0 ) .  

20, X%ze Luthe r=  Ceswfessisns, wirich emnc i a t e  
these p r i n c i p l e s ,  speak also o f  authority 

and power (AC, XVI and XXVIII; Ap, 1 )  and t h e y  
J n s i s t  t h a t  one m u s t  d i s t i n g t s i s k  between the "Power 
of t h e   word" fpo tes tas  ) and the "~ower  of 

P 

the Keys" ( ~ t s t a 8  c lax~i)  (AC3 XWITI? 1-18)s 
These a r t i c l e s  a s se r t  that  ef these powers. I:st71 
a f f e c t  h i s  entire l i f e  on e a r t h ,  131xt  Re has  t o  
learn  t h e  difference between these t w o  powers and 
i n  .cshat sphere they way be legitimately u s e d ,  
Ilence, A r t i c l e  X V I  of  the Apology makes these 
points : ~ h r i n t  's kingdom i s  spiritual, which  
T!e r u l e s  through His !fiIo~-d, But as long; as WE a m  
here sn t h i s  earth t h i s  distinction between t h e  
t w o  kingdoms enables 11s to make outward use  of a14 
p o l i t i c a l  ordinances o f  t h e  nation in which we  l i v e ,  
such as cour t  decis ions ,  punishments, wars, m i l i t a r y  
serv ice ,  etc. But the Gospel does  not  b r i n g  i n  any 
new laws, bu t  we are t o  obey e x i s t i n g  laxas, even i f  
t hey  have been f o n u l a t e d  by the  heathen.  Rut,  o f  
course,  as t h e  Augsburg Confession has a l r e a d y  made 
clear ,  i f  a c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  should  command somethin? 
t h a t  cannot be obeyed w i thou t  s i n ,  we must obey 
God rather  than man. I.'ith these explanat ions  o f  
political affa i rs ,  good men may be involved i n  
p o l i t i c s  w i t h o u t  wondering w l ~ e t h e r  t hey  are deny- 
ing  the Gospel, 

21. Since 1 real ize t h a t  t h i s  b r i e f  summary may 
raise many questions, bo th  theoret ical  and 

practical, regarding the  ways in which theae tws 
powers are kept separate and yet employed by t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  Christian, I s h a l l  go into more specific 








































































