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LECTURE I Martin Luther:  Scholar and Educator 

Four hundred and f i f t y - f i v e  yea r s  ago t h i s  f a l l  a 
young teacher  i n  Gemany was f r e t t i n g  about one of  
t h e  games academicians played i n  those  days.  H e  was 
preparing t h e  formal s ta tements  f o r  a d i s p u t a t i o n  t o  
which he was i n v i t i n g  h i s  own academic community. He 
was deadly se r ious .  

We now know t h e  dramatic  e f f e c t  and t h e  profound 
consequence of t h e  95 Theses n a i l e d  on t h e  door o f  t h e  
Cas t l e  Church a t  Wittenberg. I am honored t o  have t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  of speaking t o  you he re  i n  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
some of t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  Lutheran Reformation. I t  
is a g r e a t  p l easu re  t o  pay t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  g r e a t  a r c h i -  
t e c t ,  Martin Luther,  l e c t u r e r  on t h e  Bible a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  of  Wittenberg. I emphasize t h e  t i t l e ,  be- 
cause from 1512 when t h e  Augustinian order  placed 
Luther on t h e  teaching s t a f f  a t  Wittenberg, t o  h i s  
death i n  1546, t h e  Reformer never had another  t i t l e  
o r  c a l l i n g .  From t h e  beginning t o  t h e  end of h i s  pro- 
f e s s iona l  c a r e e r  he was a u n i v e r s i t y  p ro fes so r .  Me 
held no o the r  o f f i c e .  



Tenchi  ng , houcvcr , i m p l  i c s  prcl,arat ion f o r  Leacii-- 
i n g ,  a mastered subjec t  matter, a substance o f  Lno-s- 
ledge t o  be conveyed t o  s t u d e n t s  and scholars.  Thc 
substance of knowledge ~ ~ h i c h  he took f o r  his s t u d y  
and concern was the content o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  tIae h o l y  
artd God-given booh of  l i f e .  lie regarded  i t ,  a s  i n -  
deed i t  i s ,  a s  t h e  ntost Important resource ever 
placed i n  human liands. lie said:  "For some years 
now I have r e a d  t h r a u g h  t h e  Bible twice every y e a r ,  
If you p i c t u r e  t h e  B ib l e  t o  be a mighty t r e e ,  and 
every word a l i t t l e  branch, I have shaken every 
one of those branches because I wanted t o  know what 
it was and what i t  meant" ( L u t l ~ e r ' s  Il'orks, 54,  1651, 

Tllough L u t h e r ' s  educat ion and h i s  v i d e  i n t e r e s t s  
gave him a competence i n  many f i e l d s  of human know- 
ledge,  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s  remained h i s  primary concern. 
IEe took t h i s  book and made it t h e  fundamental b a s i s  
of h i s  s t u d y  and h i s  t e ach ing  and became, saving on ly  
t h e  in sp i r ed  w r i t e r s  of t h e  Bible t l~emselves ,  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  B ib l i ca l  a u t h o r i t y  of a l l  time. From the 
resource  of Holy Sc r ip tu re  he drew t h e  theo log ica l  
understandings t h a t  r e s to red  Apostol ic  theology and 
r e -e s t ab l i shed  a Chr is t -centered  Gospel, H i s  preach- 
ing and t h e  monumental l i t e r a r y  remains of h i s  l i f e  
gave t h e  world an au then t i c  w i t n e s s  t o  God's w i l l  
and love  f o r  humanity, 

Martin Luther  was a man of  God from t h e  beg in-  
ning t o  tile end of h i s  l i f e .  H i s  work was more 
than academic because, his i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  
notwithstanding,  h i s  paramount concern- was f o r  t h e  
s a l v a t i o n  af l o s t  sou l s .  For t h e  purpose af t h e s e  
p a p e r s  w e  merely take no te  of t h i s ,  r e c a l l i n g  that  
competent h i s t o r i a n s  and theologians have deal t  
comprehensively w i t h  L u t h e r v  s tlleology . 

* 
1.~11 refercncez  ; i r ~   give^; i n  "l'.'iiri,s C i  t e d t t ,  a t  
tltc end of t l l i s  s e ~ q j o s  of f c c t r ~ r c ~ .  

The purpose of these papers i s  t o  observe how 
Luther took from t h e  pages of lloly Sc r ip tu re  a v a s t  
resource of wisdom app l i cab le  t o  l i f e  and t o  learn-  
i n g ,  Recognizing t h e  va lues  of  both law and o rde r  
mong men, he appl ied  t h e  s tandards of love a s  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of law and 
order ,  Luther ' s  s t u d i e s  never took him ou t  of  t h e  
world of r e a l i t y .  "The Psa l t e r , "  Bornkamm remarks, 
"linked him with h i s  own world by a thousand t i e s . "  
(quoted i n  Rupp, 1951, p.37) 

To Luther t h e  mind and human reason,  sub jec t  only 
t o  t h e  w i 1 , l  and wisdom of  God, was t h e  means f o r  t h e  
propagation o f  t r u t h  and t h e  improvement of  t h e  hu- 
man condit ion.  He s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  Gospel were t o  
be fu r the red  by t h e  powers of t h e  sword, J e sus  would 
hard ly  have en t rus t ed  it t o  fishermen. (quoted i n  
Rupp, 1951, p.94) The monaster ies ,  Luther r e c a l l e d ,  
were c los ing  without t h e  use  o f  fo rce .  lie had never 
thrown a s tone  o r  s e t  a f i r e  t o  end t h e  v a n i t i e s  and 
t h e  abuses of monasticism. The word, spoken and 
w r i t t e n ,  had been h i s  only r ecour se ,  and t h e  words 
t h i s  man spoke and wrote have changed t h e  world. He 
s tands  before  u s  today, t h e  mentor and paragon o f  
modern c i v i l i z a t i o n .  lie is, among s o  many o t h e r  . . 

t h ings ,  the  s c h o l a r ' s  s c l ~ o l a r  , t h e  f a t h e r  of  modern 
educat ion.  

Martin Luther :  Scholar  

Luther 's  educat ion and prepara t ion  f o r  a c a r e e r  
is  evidence t h a t  though a g i a n t ,  he was not  s tanding 
i n  i s o l a t i o n  i n  h i s  16th  century  world. He was, 
r a t h e r ,  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z i n g  f o r c e  i n  a process  t h a t  
had a n t i c i p a t e d  him by seve ra l  c e n t u r i e s  and was t o  
continue long a f t e r  h i s  dea th .  H i s  own family well 
r ep resen t s  economic changes t h a t  were i n  progress  
in h i s  l i f e t i m e .  H i s  educat ion i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p lay  



and coun t e rp l ay  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  forces t h a t  shaped 
his l i f e  and e n r i c h e d  t h e  theologica l  and ideolo-  
g i c a l  s t n l c t u r e s  t h a t  remain t h e  he r i t age  of t h e  
Refomat ion .  

The voyage of Colunibus i n  1492 i s  illustrative 
of t h e  m s i ~ i n g  progress made d u r i n g  t h e  Commercial 
Revolution of the 1 5 t h  century ,  The f i f e  s e o v  05' 
Hans Luther ,  t h e  ReformesBs f a t h e r ,  i s  an in te r -  
e s t i n g  case s tudy  i n  t h e  economic h i s t o r y  of t h e  
period.  llis ances tors  had been feudal  s e r f s  who 
had been l i b e ~ a t e d  from t h e  bondage of serfdom and 
had achieved a p reca r ious  ex i s t ence  as  landholding 
farmers.  Hans Luther had not i nhe r i t ed  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
lroldings and had e l ec t ed  t o  f ind  h i s  means of l i v -  
liliood i n  copper mining, lie worked hard a t  i t  and 
became, success ive ly ,  mine laborer ,  super in tendent ,  
l e s s o r  of mines, and, even tua l ly ,  a p rospe row mine 
owner well  able  t o  a f fo rd  t h e  luxury  sf an education 
f o r  h i s  e l d e s t  son. 

klarrtin was-born a t  Eisleben on November la, 1483, 
t h e  e l d e s t  of t en  ch i ld ren  t o  surv ive  infancy.  When 
t h e  mines c losed  a t  Eisleben a few months after 
H a r t i n ' s  b i r t h ,  t h e  family moved t o  btansfeld, which 
became t h e  permanent home of Hans Luther and h i s  
fami ly ,  and where Hans served i n  t h e  d i g n i t y  of a 
ward alderman. Lu%herfs formal educat ion kegan a t  
Xansfeld and continued through t h e  elementary and 
secondary levels a t  Magdeburg and Eisenach. In 
1501, a t  t h e  age of  17 ,  Martin en tered  t h e  Univer- 
s i t y  of E r f w r t ,  one of t h e  best if not  the most 
p r e s t i g i o u s o f  t h e  German u n i v e r s i t r e s .  Here, by 
t h e  age of 2 1 ,  he had completed h i s  s t u d i e s  leading 
t o  both t h e  B.A. and t h c  F1.A. degree ,  and had em- 
barked on h i s  l e g a l  s t u d i e s ,  

Then, ab rup t ly ,  i n  J u l y  1505, Lutltcr entered t h e  
Augustinian ?lonastery a t  I l r fu r t  . Tt i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  he should hatre a t tached  himself t o  t h i s  o r d e r ,  

t h e  most pious and s e r i o u s  of t h e  mendicant orders .  
And it was even more important t h a t  t h e  E r f u r t  house 
of t h e  Augustinians belonged t o  t h e  Observants,  a 
s t r i c t  group i n  comparison t o  t h e  l a x  Conventuals. 
The Observants observed worship hours consc ient ious-  
l y  and maintained t h e  h ighes t  monastic i d e a l s .  "Out 
of t h i s  per fec ted  Catholicism, no t  ou t  o f  t h e  r o t t e d  
and decaying Cathol icism, t h e  Geman Reformation o f  
Luther or ig ina ted ."  (Lau, 1962, p.29) 

Luther was no sooner  e s t ab l i shed  i n  h i s  monastic 
r o u t i n e s  when t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  h i s  house s e n t  him 
back t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Now, however, t h e  education- 
a l  o b j e c t i v e  was o rd ina t ion  t o  t h e  pr ies thood.  I t  
meant t h a t  t h e  Refomer  was enabled t o  s tudy theology 
and pursue h i s  o m  ques t  f o r  a s p i r i t u a l  peace of 
mind. Given h i s  eagerness t o  l ea rn ,  h i s  s t u d i e s  were 
completed i n  t h e  remarkably s h o r t  t ime o f  l e s s  than 
two years .  H i s  o rd ina t ion  marked t h e  beginning of 
t h e  l a s t  phase o f  h i s  formal t r a i n i n g .  For t h e  next  
f i v e  years  he was engaged i n  d o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  under 
t h e  prompting o f  h i s  monastic supe r io r s .  H i s  t r i p  
t o  Rome (November 1510-March 1511) and temporary 
teaching assignments a t  both  E r f u r t  and Wittenberg 
in t e r rup ted  h i s  s t u d i e s .  On October 18, 1512, t h e  
degree of  Doctor o f  Theology was conferred on him. 
The necessary f e e s  were paid by t h e  E lec to r  of  Sax- 
ony on condi t ion  t h a t  Martin Luther accep t  a l i f e -  
time appointment t o  t h e  c h a i r  of  Lecturer  on t h e  
Bible a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Wittenberg. The confer-  
r a l  of t h e  degree made a t eaching  c a r e e r  mandatory 
and a l s o  requi red  t h e  candida te  t o  commit himself 
t o  a l i f e  of  preaching. Luther accepted h i s  appoint-  
ment and recognized t h e  confe r r ing  of  t h e  degree a s  
a formal c a l l i n g  i n t o  h i s  l i f e ' s  vocat ion.  The fu-  
t u r e  Refomer was now 27 yea r s  o f  age. 

So m u c h  f o r  t h i s  b r i e f  ske tch  of  Luther 's  formal 
educat ion.  In o rde r  t o  understand t h e  broad sweep 



of knowledge 1clllcI1 was t o  serve him so \$el% i n  his 
I ~ i b l i c a l  studics, we must have some g r a s p  of t h e  
c u r r e n t s  of t1.aoragh-t which shaped the  m i s t $  and deter- 
mined t h e  theologica l  methodology o f  .$he g rea t  Re- 
former. The f i r s t  of t hese  was Fkdieval Scho las t i -  
cism, t h e  second bledieval Pfysticism, and t h e  t h i r d  
Renaissance liumanism. 

The term scholas t ic i sm i s  a r e fe rence  20 t h e  
schoolmen of t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  who appl ied  t h e i r  s chs l -  
a r s h i p  t o  a ncri methodology i n  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  
They had become acquainted with t h e  l i t e r a t w e  of 
c l a s s i c a l  a n t i q u i t y  and bel ieved t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  
of  l og ic  and reason,  a s  employed i n  anc ient  ph i lo -  
sophy, would enhance and f u r t h e r  t h e i r  understanding 
of  t h e  Bible.  ?he movement f lou r i shed  from 1050 
t o  1350, and i t s  profound inf luence  extended i n t o  
t h e  Reformation of t h e  16th  century .  Scholast icism 
may be compared t o  t h e  1 9 t h  century  e f f ~ r t  t o  c r e a t e  
a harmony between r e l i g i o n  and t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  phi lo-  
sophy of CharIes Darwin. The d a r l i n g  of t h e  Medieval 
Scho las t i c s  was t h e  l a t e  Greek phi losopher  A r i s t o t l e  
(384-322 B . C , ) ,  whose app l i ca t ion  of l og ic  and use 
of t h e  syllogism seemed so  f u l l y  p e r t i n e n t  t o  a s tudy 
of  God's Word. The movement engaged some of t h e  
g r e a t e s t  minds of a l l  t ime, and theology came t o  be 
regarded as t h c  queen of  t h e  sc iences .  

The c l a s s i c  expos i t ion  of t h i s  movement was t h a t  
of  Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274). Well versed i n  t h e  
w r i t i n g s  of S f .  Augustine A .  354-430),  Thomas 
Aquinas could see no c o n f l i c t  between f a i t h  and 
reason and bel ieved t h a t  t h e  teachings of  t h e  Bible 
could be understood and demonstrated by t h e  processes 
of reason.  In h i s  Summa Theologiae, t h e  s tandard 
formugat ion of Scho las t i c  Theology, fie wrote: 

Since God i s  t h e  o r i g i n  of both na tu re  and r eve la -  
t i o n ,  both reason and f a i t h  a r e  from I l i m  and cannot 
be i n  c o n f l i c t  with each o t h e r ,  nor can knowledge 

reached through t h e  senses  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  t m t h  
which i s  given through r e v e l a t i o n  and apprehended 
through f a i t h .  

William Occam (about 1300-1349), t h e  English 
s c h o l a s t i c  theologian,  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  In- 
v i n c i b l e  Doctor, took a cons iderable  s t e p  beyond 
Aquinas i n  chal lenging t h e  temporal a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  pope. He a l s o  challenged t h e  e a r l i e r  s c h o l a s t i c s  
by denying t h e  preeminence o f  reason over f a i t h  and 
dec lared  t h a t  t h e  Bible,  not  reason o r  l og ic ,  is  
t h e  source of  f a i t h .  H i s  work l a i d  t h e  foundations 
f o r  t h e  theology o f  t h e  Reformation, under which 
scholas t ic i sm ceased t o  be an e f f e c t i v e  and cred- 
i b l e  inf luence  i n  Western thought.  

In po in t  o f  t ime t h e  movement known as Medieval 
Mysticism r a n  roughly p a r a l l e l  t o  Scholast icism. 
Where s c h o l a s t i c  theology had only an i n t e l l e c t u a l  
appeal and a f f ec t ed  t h e  people only  i n d i r e c t l y ,  
Mysticism had a popular appeal t o  t h e  masses of 
pious Medieval C h r i s t i a n s .  I t  was a pe r sona l ,  emo- 
t i o n a l ,  and o f t e n  pass iona te  approach t o  God. I t  
inf luenced personal  l i f e  profoundly i n  i t s  e f f o r t  
t o  secure  a p u r i t y  of  h e a r t  and l i f e  through a mys- 
t i c a l  union of  t h e  soul  with God. Mysticism encour- 
aged and fos t e red  a devot ional  and worshipful  a t t i -  
tude i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  customary formal and out-  
ward p r a c t i c e  o f  r e l i g i o n .  I t  emphasized t h e  exper- 
ience  of r e l i g i o n  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a mere i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a s s e n t  t~ t h e  a r t i c l e s  of  f a i t h  and t h e  r i t u a l s  of 
t h e  Church. I t  was an e f f o r t  of  a i nne r  f a i t h  t o  
apprehend God and t o  possess  Chr i s t .  Modern Pente- 
c o s t a l  i s m  and t h e  J e s u s  Movement a r e  i f  l u s t r a t i v e  
o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Medieval Mysticism. 

S t .  Bernard of  Clairvaux (1091-11531, S t .  Francis  
o f  Ass iz i  (1182-12261, and Cather ine  o f  Sienna (1347- 
1380), e a r l y  myst ics ,  l i k e  t h e  l a t e r  Igna t ius  of 



Loyola (1491-1556), d i d  no t  stand i n  oppos i t ion  t o  
t h e  Church. They and t h e  mendicant orders  simply 
sought t o  s t rengthcn  t h c  t r u c  f a i t h  and t o  uphold tire 
e s t ab l i shed  church. Their  emphasis was on teactiing 
and preaching r a t h e r  t h e n  on t h e  formal f u l f i l l m e n t  
of t h e  sacramental r i t e s  of  t h e  Churcll. Their  cvan- 
g e l i c a l  message was based on t h e  New ra ther  than  on 
t h e  Old Testament and t hey  saw Jesus as iLfediator 
r a t h e r  than a s  a f i g u r e  i n  t h e  sacramental system. 
The Brethren of t h e  Common L i fe  exemplify Mysticism 
a t  i t s  b e s t .  Ffembers o f  t h i s  Fledieval o rde r  o f  
laymen l ived  under a r u l e  and devoted themselves t o  
a  l i f e  of teaching God's Word and rendering p r a c t i -  
c a l  s e r v i c e  t o  humanity. - The Imi ta t ion  of C h r i s t ,  
a  devotional  book w r i t t e n  by Thomas a  ~ e c i s  (1380- 
1471) ,  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of l i t e r a t u r e  c i r c u l a t e d  by 
t h e  Xyst ics  i n  t h e  l a t e  Fliddle Ages. 

Medieval blysticism tended to prosper  a s  an accsm- 
paniment of s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  un res t .  Renaissance 
Humanism was t o  r i s e  and f l o u r i s h  i n  t h c  wake of t h e  
a f f luence  generated by I t a l i a n  economic expansion. 
I n i t i a l l y ,  I t a l i a n  llumanism was a r ev iva l  of i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  and languages of c l a s s i c a l  a n t i w i t y .  
The wealth of  I t a l i a n  merchants subsidized t h e  search  
f o r  anc ient  manuscripts and a new genera t ion  of scho- 
l a r s  and l i t e r a t i  ed i t ed  and t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  s e c u l a r  
wisdom of t h e  p a s t .  These scho la r s  and men of l e t t e r s  
a l s o  gave t h e i r  genera t ion  and p o s t e r i t y  a  b r i l l i a n t  
and v i b r a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  vernacular  languages. 
bluseums were opened t o  house t h e  t r e a s u r e s  of  a n t i -  
q u i t y ,  and l i b r a r i e s ,  inc luding  t h e  g r e a t  Vatican 
Library,  were e s t ab l i shed  t o  preserve  t h e  p r i c e l e s s  
h e r i t a g e  of t h e  p a s t .  The a r t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  pa in t ing  
and a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  were enjoying a new golden age as 
t h e  wealth of I t a l y  was lavished on everything re- 
l a t e d  t o  beauty and knowledge. 

Men turned from t h e  s u h l e t i e s  of an ar id  Scho- 
lasticism t o  f i n d  freedom of expression i n  a world 
l ibera ted from the au thor i t a r i an i sm of Ihe Church 
and t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  bondage o f  t h e  p a s t .  The mon- 
a s t i c  idea l  of l i f e  was r e j e c t e d  i n  f avor  o f  an en- = 
l ightened observat ion o f  t h e  world and an admirat ion 
of  t h e  work of t h e  hands of  men. Man was c a l l e d  from 
a morbid s e l f - m o r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  enjoyment of  t h e  
p leasures  o f  l i f e ,  

I t a l i a n  W a n i s m  was secu la r  and e l i t e .  I t  passed 
by t h e  masses of people f o r  whom t h e  condi t ions  of  
l i f e  were l a r g e l y  unchanged. The Renaissance i n  t h e  
no r th  of  Europe assumed both popular and r e l i g i o u s  
overtones a s  scho la r s  turned t o  b i b l i c a l  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  
b i b l i c a l  t e x t s ,  and t h e  wr i t i ngs  o f  S t .  Augustine 
and t h e  o t h e r  Church f a t h e r s .  The Vulgate,  Jerome's 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Bible,  was ed i t ed  t o  remove some 
of i t s  e r r o r s  and t h e  Donation o f  Constance was ex- 
posed as a forgery.  Erasmus of R o t t e r d m  (1466-1536) 
produced an ed i t ed  Greek New Testament set i n  p a r a l l e l  
columns with a f i n e  Lat in  t r a n s l a t i o n .  The a r t s  and 
a  vernacular  l i t e r a t u r e  appealed t o  t h e  masses and 
p r i n t i n g  p res ses ,  unavai lab le  t o  t h e  e a r l y  I t a l i a n  
ihunanists, gave new scQpe f o r  l ea rn ing  and t h e  d i s -  
semination of knowledge. 

The s t r eng th  o f  Humanism l a y  i n  i ts  c r e a t i v e  scho- 
l a r s h i p  and i t s  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  t h e  ind iv idua l .  The 
a s c e t i c  i d e a l s  of Mysticism and t h e  specu la t ive  and 
phi losophical  i d e a l s  of Scholast icism had l o s t  t h e i r  
fo rce  and s ign i f i cance .  But thrmanism had i t s  own 
weakness. The pos tu re  of a r t  f o r  a r t ' s  sake and 
t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of  beauty and human d i g n i t y  were not 
enough t o  s u s t a i n  a  movement t h a t  r e a l l y  had no sub- 
s t ance  o r  concre te  program f o r  human b e t t e m e n t .  
In t h e  long run  t h e  anist- suffered from a p a r a l -  
y s i s  o f  ac t ion  and t h e  lack  o f  adequate motivat ions.  
Indeed none of  t h e  movements w e  have reviewed, Scho- 
l a s t i c i sm,  Mysticism, o r  Hmanism, was a b l e  t o  su r -  
v ive  t h e  profound changes wrought by t h e  Reformation. 



In the  spr ing  o f  1501 he mat r icu la ted  a t  t h e  Uni- 
yet  i n  t ~ l e i r  t ime, and with a l l  tfaeir Hndixrirfual v e r s i t y  of E r f u r t  t o  undertake t h e  18 months of  i n -  
shortconlings, they served u s e f u l  purposes in ]rro- t e n s i v e  s tudy requi red  f o r  t h e  B . A .  degree. He stood 
gress  of t]ie 1:eformation and t h e  b roaden ing  horizons t h i r t i e t h  i n  a c l a s s  of 57 when h i s  B.A. degree was 
of ~[es te r l s  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  conferred.  By 1505 h e  had completed t h e  l i b e r a l  arts 

A l l  t h r e e  must be taken i n t o  account i n  a revieti 
of !.laytin Luther '  s  educat ional  background, ifis studies 
began a t  t h e  blansfeld T r i v i a l s c l ~ u l e  where t h e  Ftedieval 
Trivium. grammar, l o ~ i c ,  and r h e t o r i c  was t h e  b a s i c  , ., 
curriculum. ~ h &  s tudy of Lat in began ear ly .  Table 
p raye r s ,  t h e  Ten Commandments, t h e  Creed, t h e  Lord's 
Prayer ,  and flail  Mary were memorized. Large s e c t i o n s  
of t he  Plenarium, a manual of worship, was mastered 
so  t h a t :  

By t h e  time a s tudent  graduated from one of these  
Lat in  schools  he  was well prepared t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
t h e  s p i r i t  of Cathol ic  worship s e r v i c e s  and t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Masscs, which a l l  had t h e i r  
s p e c i a l  l i t u r g i e s .  In b r i e f ,  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  aimed 
t o  nu r tu re  t h e  ch i ld ren  a s  loyal  members of t h e  
church. (Schwiebert, 1950, p.117) 

In h i s  fou r t een th  yea r ,  spent  a t  a Lat in school 
i n  Elagdeburg , Lutllcr probably i ~ a d  h i s  f i r s t  encounter 
.rzith t h e  Brethren of t h e  Common Life .  Tl~ey brought 
t o  him t h e i r  love f o r  Holy Sc r ip tu re  and inf luenced 
him by t h e  s ince re  p i e t y  of t h e i r  Chr i s t i an  l i f e .  
I t  may have been a t  Yagdeburg t h a t  Lutlier f i r s t  saw 
a whole Bible,  chained f o r  s e c u r i t y  reasons ,  t o  a 
l i b r a r y  desk. 

course leading t o  an MA., now ranking second i n  a 
c l a s s  of 17.  Crotus Rubeanus, a roommate i n  Luther ' s  
Eisenach dormitory room, l a t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Reformer 
a s  a "learned philosopher".  O f  h i s  graduat ion  Luther 
l a t e r  wrote i n  words t h a t  w i l l  evoke chords of  memory 
i n  every degree candidate:  " I t  was a g l o r i o u s  and 
splendid time when t h e  success fu l  candida tes  rece ived  
t h e i r  degrees;  torches  were c a r r i e d  i n  f r o n t  of  them 
and t r i b u t e s  were paid t o  them; i n  my opinion t h e r e  is  
no e a r t h l y  p leasure  known t o  man t h a t  equals  itt1 
(quoted i n  Kooiman, 1955, p . 2 1 ) .  

The two s t r a i n s  of l a te  Medieval thought happily 
combined a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  E r f u r t  were t h e  Occamist 
f o m  of  Scholast icism and t h e  humanist ic  tendencies  
t h a t  were becoming so  popular on European campuses. 
Olatstanding among Luther ' s  E r f u f l  t eache r s  was Bartho- 
lomaeus von Usiagen, an O c c m i s t  who made a ca re fu l  - - 
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  Bible and A r i s t o t l e  a s  r e l i -  
ab le  sources o f  knowledge. E r f u r t  was a good example 
of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  via Moderna, t h e  new way o f  t h e  - 
fo l lowers  of  Occam, a s  con t ra s t ed  with t h e  Via 

9 - t h e  o ld  way o f  Thomas Aquinas. In  t h e  New Way, Phi lo-  
sophy was divided i n t o  dual--categorkes:  t h e r e  were 
thk  th ings  one knew by f a i t h  through d iv ine  reve la-  
t i o n ,  and t h e r e  were those  th ings  t o  which t h e  know- 

Af ter  one year  a t  blagdeburg t h e  young scholar  went ledge of t h i s  world and t h e  bes t  e f f o r t s  of reason were 
on t o  Eisenach t o  t h e  modern equiva lent  of a high t o  be appl ied .  
school.  According t o  ~ le lanchthon '  s account ,  Luther 
here  "rounded ou t  h i s  Lat in s t u d i e s ;  and s ince  he 
had a pene t r a t ing  mind and r i c h  g i f t s  of  express ion ,  
he soon out -s t r ipped  h i s  companions i n  eloquence, 
languages, and poe t i c  verse" (quoted i n  Schwibert,  
n.1251.  In l a t e r  l i f e  Luther o f t e n  had occasion t o  

- 

Afte r  acqui r ing  h i s  M.A. ,  Luther began a t  once h i s  
l ega l  s t u d i e s .  His f a t h e r ,  now a man of cons iderable  
wealth, gave him t h e  volumes of  t h e  J u r i s  C i v i l i s ,  

_____O t h e  anc ient  foundation o f  l e g a l  knowledge and t r a i n -  - 
ing ,  Within two months Luther had made a c r i t i c a l  and 

1 

r e c a l l  t h e  excel  l e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  Ilal7piness 
of h i s  fou r  years  a t  Eisenach. 

-10- 



f a r - r each ing  d e c i s i o n .  Ilc abandoned a legal c a r e e r  
and joined himself  t o  t h e  monks i n  t h e  Augustinian 
IIousc a t  E r f u r t .  I t  was a f o r t u n a t e  dec i s ion  because 
now he had t h e  suppjort o f  t h e  monastic es tabl is l lment  
t o  cont inue  s tudying i n  t h e  a r e a  where h i s  r e a l  i n -  
t e r e s t s  l a y .  

But he was a new Luther.  The s p i r i t u a l  s t r u g g l e  
t h a t  had induced him t o  e n t e r  t h e  monastery drove 
him i n  a f r enz i ed  search  f o r  t r u t h  and peace o f  mind. 
Having been ordained p r i e s t ,  he  moved on t o  s t u d i e s  
lead ing  t o  t h e  degree o f  Doctor o f  Theology. The 
f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  program gave him t h e  t i t l e  - Bib- 
l i c u s  and q u a l i f i e d  him t o  l e c t u r e  on t h e  Bible .  
'The second s t a g e ,  des igna ted  by t h e  t i t l e  F o n a t u s ,  
involved mastery o f  t h e  terminology o f  Medieval t he -  
ology. A s  S e n t e n t i a r i u s ,  t h e  candida te  was q u a l i f i e d  
t o  t each  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  handbook, P e t e r  Lombard's 
Sentences.  The l a s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  p rog re s s  
e n t i t l e d  him t o  a p o s i t i o n  a s  Lec turer  on t h e  Bible .  

Before he had f i n i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  he was 
assigned t o  a temporary teaching  p o s i t i o n  i n  moral 
philosophy i n  t h e  Augustinian House i n  Wittenberg. 
he r e tu rned  t o  E r f u r t  t o  t each  Lombard's Sentences.  
Then came t h e  f i v e  month journey t o  Rome i n  t h e  i n -  
t e r e s t s  of  t h e  Monastery a t  E r f u r t .  In proceeding 
t o  t h e  d o c t o r a t e  on October 18, 1512, Luther had com- 
p l e t e d  a r i go rous  academic d i s c i p l i n e .  He had demon- 
s t r a t e d  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  a t e a c h e r .  He had r ead  
t h e  La t in  c l a s s i c s  and t h e  works of  t h e  t heo log ians  
o f  both t h e  - Via Antiqua and t h e  - Via Moderna. tie had 
read a l l  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of  S t .  Augustine and most o f  
t h e  work o f  t h e  o t h e r  Church ~ a t h c r s .  He was wel l  read  
i n  Church I l i s t o ry ,  t h e  e x e g e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  
!#fiddle Ages, and t h e  Canon Law. He was s teeped  i n  
t h e  p ious  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  Medieval blystics and 
thoroughly t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  mechanisms deve l -  
oped by Renaissance Humanism. Yet, a s  he  l a t e r  s a i d  
o f  t h e  day h i s  f i n a l  degree  was con fe r r ed ,  "When I was 
made a Doctor I d i d  n o t  y e t  know t h e  l i g h t . "  

!-4arti.n Luther :  Educator 

I t  i s  one of t h e  s t r a n g e  and remarkable i r o n i e s  o f  
11istory t h a t  t h e  Lutheran Reformation, i n  t h e  first 
year  o f  i t s  course ,  should have been f inanced  by r e v -  
enues provided by p i lg r ims  and worshippers drawn t o  
t h e  C a s t l e  Church a t  Wittenberg t o  vene ra t e  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of r e l i c s  exh ib i t ed  t h e r e  by Freder ick ,  t h e  
E lec to r  o f  Saxony. 

Grea te r  Saxony had been d iv ided  i n t o  two j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n s  i n  1485. The e l e c t o r a l  t i t l e  had been g iven  
t o  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  a r e a  he ld  by Freder ick  t h e  Wise. 
The duca l  t i t l e  was g iven  t o  F r e d e r i c k ' s  cousin Duke 
George, r u l e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i -  
v i s i o n .  One of t h e  problems o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was t h a t  
Ducal Saxony found i t s e l f  possessed o f  two u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s ,  while  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony had none. I t  was a mat- 
t e r  of g r e a t  concern t o  Freder ick  t h e  Wise. A t  a t ime 
when Renaissance l ea rn ing  and t h e  p u r s u i t  of knowledge 
was s o  h igh ly  va lued  among p r i n c e s  i n  a l l  o f  Europe, 
Freder ick  f e l t  t h a t  without  a f i r s t - r a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  
E l e c t o r a l  Saxony would be on ly  a second-class  p r i n c i -  
p a l i t y .  

He had come t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as E l e c t o r  ou t  o f  an 
unusua l ly  p ious  development a s  a young man. A p i l -  
grimage t o  t h e  Holy Land, r e f l e c t i v e  o f  h i s  s e r ious -  
ness  about r e l i g i o n ,  s t imu la t ed  a f e r v e n t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  r e l i c s ,  and when h e  came i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  of 
weal th  he maintained a corps  o f  c o l l e c t o r s  who bought 
r e l i c s  f o r  him and s e n t  them t o  Wittenberg f o r  d i s -  
p l ay  i n  t h e  C a s t l e  Church. Eventual ly  F r e d e r i c k ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e l i c s  became t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Europe. 
I t  included 33 fragments of  t h e  c r o s s ,  a s p l i n t e r  
from t h e  crown of  t ho rns ,  many bones from t h e  Holy 
Innocents ,  and a p i e c e  from Moses' burning bush. The 
of t -quoted f i g u r e s  o f  Meinhard, publ i shed  i n  1509, 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were over  f i v e  thousand i tems ,  



many encased i n  b e a u t i f u l  r e l i q u a r i e s .  I3y 1518 the 
c o l l e c t i o n  had grown t o  17,000 items c a p a t ~ l e ,  I t 7  what- 
eve r  assessment was made, of providing indulgenecs  of 
127,799 yea r s  and 116 days.  

One sllould by no means regard  a l l  t h i s  as t h c  v a n i t y  
of  an obsessed c o l l e c t o r .  Freder ick  was genuine ly  
p ious  a ~ d  a q ince re  C h r i s t i z n ,  h e l d  i~ henor by h i s  
coil temporaries a s  t h e  model o f  a  t r u l y  C l l r i s t i an  p r ince ,  
His a p p e l l a t i o n  " the Wisert was deserved.  IIis l i f e  
s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  a  man of undoubted i n t e g r i t y ,  f u l l y  de-  
termined and completely  capable  o f  r u l i n g  h i s  people  
i n  j u s t i c e  and i n  love .  

F r e d e r i c k ' s  pa s s ion  f o r  h i s  r e l i c s  and h i s  d e s i r e  
f o r  a u n i v e r s i t y  i n  E l e c t o r a l  Saxony e v e n t u a l l y  l ed  
t o  a  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  c i t y  o f  \ $ i t t enbe rg ,  i nc lud ing  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  C a s t l e  and t h e  C a s t l e  C11urc'h which  i t-  
s e l f  was becoming a  magni f icen t  r e l i q u a r y .  I n  1502, 
j u s t  t e n  yea r s  be fo re  L u t l ~ e r ' s  appointment t o  a  c h a i r  
on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of itlittenberg was founded 
under t h e  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  the E l e c t o r .  From t h e  be- 
g inn ing  t h e  Wittenberg house of  t h e  August inian Order 
was g iven  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of t h e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y .  

The D i s t r i c t  Super in tendent  of t h e  o r d e r ,  John 
S t a u p i t z ,  was given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s t a f f i n g  
t h e  f o u r  c o l l e g e s :  L ibe ra l  Arts, Medicine,  Law, and 
Theology. Georg S p a l a t i n ,  t h e  E l e c t o r ' s  chap l a in  and 
s e c r e t a r y ,  r ep re sen t ed  Freder ick  i n  problems of  fund- 
ing and management and i n  t h e  p rov i s ion  of  a  s u i t a b l e  
l i b r a r y .  In  f i l l i n g  f a c u l t y  p o s t s  t h e  main o b j e c t i v e  
was competence i n  t e ach ing .  The f i r s t  members of  t h e  
f a c u l t y  r ep re sen t ed  both Thomist and Occamist s t r a i n s  
of  Scholas t ic i sm.  Ht~manis ts ,  a s  wel l  a s  men with  lean-  
i n g s  toward t lyst  i c i sm,  were appointed.  Two men, Kheticus 
and Reinhold,  were e n t h u s i a s t i c  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Coyer- 
n ican  t heo ry ,  so  s e v e r e l y  censured by Luther .  Fred- 
e r i c k ' s  persona l  phi losophy of  eclucation may wel l  be  

sa id  t o  have l a i d  t h e  founda t ions  f o r  t h e  modern con- 
cept of  academic freedom. !Ae i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i n s t r u c -  
to rs  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  be  f r e e  t o  pursue knowledge 
without  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from a r b i t r a r y  academic o r  p o l i t -  
i ca l  a u t h o r i t y .  

Mart in  Lu the r ' s  p resence  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  from 
1512 t o  1646, a 34 yea r  p e r i o d ,  made Wittenberg un ique  
among t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  of Europe. For one gene ra t i on ,  
u n t i l  i t s  c o l l a p s e  i n  t h e  Schmalkaldic War, it was t h e  
most important  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  a l l  Europe. Desp i te  i t s  
' r e cen t  beginnings,  i t s  enro l lments  w e r e  about  double  
t h e  average enrol lment  f o r  t h e  t e n  major Geman un i -  
v e r s i t i e s .  Only one o t h e r  approached i t  i n  s i z e ,  t h a t  
of  Leipzig i n  Ducal Saxony (Elton,  1958, p . 4 3 2 ) .  In  
t h e  34 yea r s  o f  Lu the r ' s  t e n u r e  t h e  methodologies o f  
educa t ion  were r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  The contemporary p h i l o -  
sophies  o f  l e a rn ing  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  were 
s i f t e d  and s t r a i n e d .  A s c h o l a r l y  concern fo r  t h e  sub- 
s t a n c e  of  t r u t h  r e j e c t e d  ph i lo soph ica l  and methodolo- 
g i c a l  impediments t o  l e a r n i n g  i n  such a way a s  t o  re- 
form and r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  whole concept  of  s c h o l a r s h i p  
and l ea rn ing .  

The subs tance  t h a t  laartin Luther d e a l t  wi th  was t h e  
Bible ,  God's r evea l ed  Word. H i s  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  l e a r n  
what God has  t o  s a y  t o  s i n f u l  man. To t h a t  purpose 
he  app l i ed  a l l  h i s  t a l e n t s  and energy. In  t h e  p roces s  
he  taught  t e a c h e r s  and s c h o l a r s  how t o  apply  t h e i r  
minds t o  t h e  subs tance  of  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  of academic, 
s c i e n t i f i c ,  and s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  For t h i s  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n ,  educa t ion  and l e a r n i n g  are g r e a t l y  i n  h i s  deb t .  
Lu the r ' s  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  and h i s  c r e a t i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
l a y  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  u s e s  and v a l u e s  i n  a l l  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r r e n t s  about him and i n  t h e  t ang l ed  
ske in  of human knowledge, and t o  apply  them shrewdly 
and j u d i c i o u s l y  i n  t h e  ques t  f o r  t r u t h .  

The Lutheran Reformation began a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Wittenberg f i v e  y e a r s  after t h e  beginning o f  Lu the r ' s  



p r o f e s s o r s h i p .  One might well say  t h a t  a ntovemen"rf 
t h i s  k i n d  had t o  o r i g i n a t e  i n  an academic s e t t i n g  be- 
cause it was begot ten  of sc f lo la rsh ip  and nu r tu r ed  i n  
t i le r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t e a c h e r  and s t u d e n t ,  I s  i t  
no t  f u r t l ~ e r  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f unc t i on  of t h e  
Church i s  educa t i ona l ?  The itiedieval Church had lost  
s i g h t  of  t h e  g r e a t  commission "Go ye and t each  a l l  
na t ions" .  Luther brought t h e  Church back t o  t h e  com- 
m3nd of  C h r i s t ,  p repar ing  a  gene ra t i on  of t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s .  And he  l e f t  behind him a l i t e r a r y  leg-  
acy of  t each ing  m a t e r i a l s  and s u b s t a n t i v e  knowledge 
t h a t  ha s  in f luenced  t h e  e n t i r e  C h r i s t i a n  Churcll s i n c e  
h i s  t ime ,  The Church has  been t h e  poorer  t o  t h e  dc- 
g r ee  t h a t  i t  has  neg l ec t ed  o r  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  pedago- 
g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  knowledge. 

The Luther who had l e c t u r e d  on t h e  Nichomachean 
E th i c s  i n  h i s  term a s  v i s i t i n g  l e c t u r e r  a t  Wittenberg 
grasped e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  h i s  new charge i n  1512. Ile 
a s s m e d  t h e  l e c t u r e s h i p  i n  t h e  Book of t h e  Bib le ,  a 
c h a i r  p r ev ious ly  he ld  by. Johannes S t a u p i t z ,  who now 
was t h e  Academic Dean a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y ,  'The Rc fomer  
began with  l e c t u r e s  on Genesis (1512-1513) and can- 
t i nued  wi th  t h e  Psalms (1513-15151, Romans (1515-1516), 
Ga l a t i ans  (1516-151 7 ) ,  Hebrews (1517-1518), and s o  on 
u n t i l  h i s  dea th ,  Seldom absen t  from t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
o r  t o o  occupied with  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  c a r r y  on wi th  h i s  
ass igned  t each ing  d u t i e s ,  Luther missed few l e c t u r e s  
i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  His s t u d e n t s  and t h e i r  we l f a r e  was 
neves  a  secondary t a s k .  But he was busy. I n  1516 he  
s a i d  : 

I r e q u i r e  two s c r i b e s  o r  s e c r e t a r i e s .  I spend a l -  
most a l l  my t ime w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  I  am no t  
s u r e  whether I am repeaging what I s a i d  b e f o r e .  I 
am l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  convent ,  r e a d e r  dur ing  meals .  
I am a l s o  c a l l e d  from day t o  day t o  preach i n  t h e  
p a r i s h  church,  a c t  a s  r egen t  of  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  con- 
ven t  and sub -v i ca r ,  which means p r i o r  o f  e leven  con- 
v e n t s .  I have t o  g a t h e r  t h e  f i s h  a t  Le i tzkay ,  

administer t h e  a f fa i rs  of  ilrezbt:rg a t  Torgau, 
lecture on Pare%, e d i t  my lec"tu.res on t h e  Psalms, 
and bes ide s  am burdened with  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  
which, as I have s a i d ,  t a k e s  up much t h e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  of my time, I have i n s u f f i c i e n t  t ime f o r  
prayers  i n  t h e  b r e v i w y  or f o r  say ing  Mass, Trr 
a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  t h a t  I have t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t m p t a t i o n s  nf t h e  world, the f l e s h ,  and t h e  d e v i l ,  
(Quoted i n  Green, 1964, pp. 37,381 

H i s  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  f irst  y e a r s  were encumbered by 
medieval convent ions  and e x e g e t i c a l  procedures .  Grad- 
ua l ly  t h e  Reformer changed h i s  method t o  a more prac-  
t i c a l  and u t i l i t a r i a n  t u r n .  The Humanists had g iven  
him t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t o o l s  of s c h o l a r s h i p  and t h e  aware- 
ne s s  t h a t  sound exposition o f  S c r i p t u r e  must be  based 
an t h e  grmmaticml and h i s t o r i c a l  s ense  of: t h e  t e x t .  
Yet he  never  l o s t  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  h i s  S c h o l a s t i c  t r a i n -  
i ng ,  s i n c e  he cont inued t o  base  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and 
conc lus ions  on reasoned argument subordinated t o  t h e  
d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n .  I t  w i l l  n o t  be  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  a t  
h i s  g r e a t  moment a t  Worms he r e fu sed  t o  r e c a n t  u n l e s s  
h i s  w r i t i n g s  were proved erroneous "by t h e  tes t imony 
of J e s i p t u r e  o r  by evieaent reason"'. 

Nor w a s  t h e  h e r i t a g e  of Mysticism l o s t  on him, a s  
i s  ev iden t  i n  h i s  i n t e n s e  pe r sona l  p i e t y ,  bu t  he  r e -  
mained t o o  much t h e  s c h o l a r  t o  be bet rayed  i n t o  t h e  
s u p e r f i c i a l i t i e s  o f  much o f  mys t ic  theology.  A l l  t h r e e  
movements, Scho la s t i c i sm ,  Mysticism, and Wumanism, 
had played t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  making o f  t h e  Reformer. 
A l l  t h r e e ,  d i s t i l l e d  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  
made t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h .  

A ve rba l  p o r t r a i t  of Luther  as t e a c h e r  i s  l e f t  us  
by one h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  an-Augus t in ian  f r ia r  from Cologne: 

He was a man o f  middl ing h e i g h t ,  wi th  a  v o i c e  bo th  
sha rp  and g e n t l e :  it was s o f t  i n  t one ,  s h a r p  i n  
t h e  enunc i a t i on  OF s y l l a b l e s ,  words, and s en t ences .  



flc spoke nei ther  t o o  r a p i d l y  nor too s l o w l y ,  bu t  
e v e n l y  and w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  as wc4% as very 
c l e a r l j r ,  and so  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  each pa r t  floued 
ou t  of what went  be for^, fie d i d  n o t  g e t  lust i n  
t h e  maze of language, but  f i r s t  expounded t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  words, then t h e  s en t ences ,  s o  t h a t  one 
could s ee  h o ~  t h e  con ten t  of t h e  expos i t i on  a rose ,  
and flowed out  s f  t h e  t e x t  i t s e l f .  For i t  afP 
hung t o g e t h e r  i n  o r d e r ,  word, m a t t e r ,  n a t u r a l  and 
moral pllilosophy . . . . Thcre was never anything 
i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  t h a t  was no t  r e l e v a n t  o r  f u l l  s f  
meaning. (Quoted i n  Creen, pp.48,49) 

As many a s  400 s t u d e n t s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have a t tended  
Luther" l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  he ight  of  u n i v e r s i t y  e n r o l l -  
ment. A t o t a l  of  16,000 s tuden t s  were r e g i s t e r e d  

people f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  t r a i n i n g  and n u r t u r e ?  The 
iilcGuffey Reader w i t h  i t s  two gene ra t i ons  of s e r v i c e  
and one hundred and twenty-two m i l l i o n  p r i n t e d  cop ie s  
pales i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  by comparison. 

And t h e  Catechism was more than  j u s t  e f f e c t i v e  ed- 
u c a t i s n  methodology. That small  book has  s tood t h e  
tes t  of t ime and i n f i n i t e  use  a s  a f a i t h f u l  s u m a t i o n  
of t h e  con ten t  o f  t h e  Bible .  Everything e s s e n t i a l  t o  
t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of man i s  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  book, i n  words 
and o rgan iza t ion  comprehensible t o  a l l .  The Catechism 
revolueionized r e l i g i o u s  educa t ion .  I t  became Lhe 
p a t t e r n  f o r  s i m i l a r  books produced by t h e  J e s u i t s  i n  
t h e  fu r the rance  o f  Ca tho l i c  educa t ion ;  and it was used 
by P r o t e s t a n t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  Lutheran 
Confessisns .  

dur ing  t h e  34 yea r s  of  h i s  p ro fe s so r sh ip .  No e s t ima te  
can be made o f  t h e  number of persons who heard him Luther ' s  o m  educat ion had been based on t h e  found- 

preach (150 t imes  i n  some yea r s )  i n  h i s  f r equen t  ap- a t i o n  of  t h e  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  He had s tud i ed  God's word 

pearances a s  gues t  preacher  i n  Wittenberg churches and under a  v a r i e t y  of  methodologies.  A t  no t i n e  d i d  he  

t h e  c l o i s t e r  cliapels.  The e f f e c t  on h i s  gene ra t i on  make clear c u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between r e l i g i o u s  and sec-  

was i n c a l c u l a b l e ,  XIis h e a r e r s  knew t h a t  they  were u l a r  knowledge, A l l  knowledge, he be l i eved ,  had a  

l i s t e n i n g  t o  a great  t eache r  and man of God, IIis re levance  t o  human l i f e  and t o  an u d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  

g rea tnes s  a s  a t eache r  was ev ident  a t  t h e  beginning magnitude o f  God ' s love.  Wow could one understand t h e  

o f  h i s  c a r e e r .  The i n t e n s i t y  and urgency o f  h i s  Word of  God without  an understanding o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of  

speech and manner deepened and acce l e r a t ed  t h e  more l i f e ;  without  a g r a s p  o f  t h e  problems of  human r e l a -  

he r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of  s o u l s  depended on t i o n s h i p s  and f i n d m e n t a l  elements o f  human voca t ions?  

a  cont inu ing  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  Gospel. H i s  was no s i m p l i s t i c  admonition, l i k e  t h a t  o f  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s *  Deluder Satan A c t ,  t o  l e a r n  t o  read  s o  one -- 

Nowhere does Luther demonstrate  s o  c l e a r l y  both could read  t h e  Bible .  IIe considered a l l  knowledge 

h i s  t o t a l  g r a s p  of t h e  con ten t  of  Holy S c r i p t u r e  and wi th in  t h e  sphere  o f  human i n t e r e s t .  H e  considered 

h i s  mas t e r fu l  understanding of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  p r i n c i -  knowledge t o  be  a  p rec ious  g i f t  o f  God. 

p l e s  of educa t ion  a s  i n  t h e  Small Catechism of  1529. 
A towering g i a n t  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  world of  t h e  16th 
cen tury ,  he was a b l e  t o  l a y  a s i d e  h i s  academic pse- 
eminence and speak t o  t h e  people ,  ye s ,  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  
i n  t h e  p rec ious  s i m p l i c i t y  of  t h e  ques t ions  and ans-  
wers of t h c  Catechism. I\%at o t h e r  textbook has  gone 
through s o  i nca l cu l ab ly  many e d i t i o n s ,  i n  s o  many l a n -  
guages? IVllat o t h e r  book has  been memorized by s o  many 

In  demanding f r e e ,  compulsory , and t a x ~ s u p p o r t e d  
educa t ion  f o r  a l l ,  Mart in  Luther was a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  
h e r i c a n  pedagogue Horace Mann by t h r e e  hundred yea r s .  
Two p r i n c i p a l  essays  o u t l i n e  t h e  Reformer's p r i n c i -  
p l e s  o f  educa t ion :  "To the Councilmen o f  A l l  C i t i e s  
In Germany That They E s t a b l i s h  And Maintain C h r i s t i a n  
Schoolsv (1524; i n  Lu the r ' s  Works, 45, 347-378), 


























































