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For Prof, Julian Anderson, Bethany Li~theran Seminary 
Mankato, Minnesota September 18, 1962 

"And the things that thou has t  heard of me arngng mar;y  witnesses  I rhe same commit 
thou to  faithful men, who sha l l  be able to teach others also,  " 11 Timothy 2:2. 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

This is an important day for many people, It is mpor tan t  for sllr new g~:>fessor 
and his family. After years of service in parishes i n  Minneapolis and (3ri~~:a#;o, he 
will now devote h is  time and talents almost exclusively to the teachivq a ~ d  craining 
of pastors in  our seminary and college.  

The day i s  important a l s o  for our seminary student body which receives three 
new members. I t s u r e l y  must be with a sense  of awe %hat these  Inen take up their 
theological s tud ies ,  looking toward the day when. they may serve a s  pastors under 
that chief Shepherd of the flock, Jesus Christ, We hope that many of the boys in the 
high school and college departments of our school will foblow in  their footsteps in 
the years t o  come, 

But this day holds the greatest  importance for I h:vge group of people who are 
not present,  many of whom are not yet born, an3  ? r  G bf -Ire the people of the congrega- 
t ~ o n s  which make up our Synod, a s  well as  many u o \ p l e  outside our fellowship who 
in years to  come will have some contact with the graduates of thls seminary. In 
other words, this day i s  most important to  a l l  those people i n  various parts of the 
world who in the future will be served spiritual food, formally and informally, by the 
graduates of this seminary, 

Why is this day s o  important to  them? Because a seminary is no better than i t s  
teachers.  The recipe for the spiritual fare which pastors s e t  before %he people in the 
congregations h a s ,  to a great extent ,  been put together a t  the seminary, The seminary 
i s ,  in a s e n s e ,  the fountain of our church, and only i f  its streams , its doctrine, i s  
kept pure, will the waters a s  they flow hither and yon throughout the world be pure. 
If the fountain is muddy, what will the streams be?  Hence the importance of this 



day  when a new professor is t o  be ins ta l l ed ,  and when new s tudents  c ross  the sem- 
inary" threshold. 

Some may say:  But your seminary is s o  small  that  i t  really makes l i t t le  differ- 
ence  how you d o  your work a s  teacher  and s tudent ,  The devi l  and the Old Adam are 
not  above coming with such  ideas  a l s o ,  espec ia l ly  when one is tired and discouraqed.  
Wel l ,  is one sou l  ins ignif icant?  Do not the ange l s ,  that  hos t  which cannot be nu&- 
bered,  f i l l  heaven with rejoicing when one s inner  repen ts?  How then c a n  the train- 
ing of even  one pastor who sha l l  labor for the salvation of sou ls  be unimportant or 
insignificant? 

May the Holy Spirit b l e s s  our consideration of Paul" word to  Timothy where he 
ins t ructs  regarding: THE TASK OF A SE MIIVARY PROFESSOR, 

I ,  The Scope of a Seminary Professor" Taskk,  

The scope of a seminary profes s o r b s  work, whether that  be in  the more informal 
manner carried out by  Timothy a s  he  a l s o  tended t o  h i s  many pastoral  dut ies  , or i n  
the more formal manner of our day  where a school  and faculty are  s e t  up for th is  
specif ic  purpose,  is defined in  our text: "And the things that  thou has t  heard of me 
among many w i t n e s s e s ,  the same commit thou t o  faithful men , .  . " 

What were the things Timothy had heard from Paul? They were the things that  
God had revealed to  Paul, beginning with the revelat ion outside the ga t e s  of Damas- 
c u s .  These things Paul had given t o  Timothy, even a s  t o  the Corinthians,  to  whom 
he writes: "For I delivered unto you first  of a l l  that  which I a l s o  received,  how that  
Christ  died for our s i n s  according t o  the scriptures;  And that  he w a s  buried,  and that  
he rose again  the third day  according t o  the scr iptures .  " (I Cor. 15:3-4) 

When Paul t e l l s  Timothy that  he  had heard these  things from him "among many wit- 
n e s s e s  " , h e  is referring t o  the fac t  that  h i s  teaching was  not different  than that  of 
the  prophets of the Old Testament. All you have t o  d o  to learn th i s  is to  note in  the 
writings of Paul how often he c a l l s  upon the scriptures , tha t  i s ,  the Old Testament, 
t o  corroborate what he  is teaching,  

The scope of a seminary professor 's  work t hen ,  whether that  be i n  Timothy" day 
or in  1962, is to  teach the apostolic-prophetic Word t o  the s t uden t s ,  to  instruct  in  the 
Law and in the Gospel a s  they appear  i n  the Holy Scriptures,  God 's  revelation to man, 

You are not  cal led to  be  a theological explorer who wanders far  and wide not 
only through Scripture but beyond Scripture,  through the v a s t  regions of human phil- 
osophical  specula t ion and asse r t ion ,  coming up with a sys tem of theology which in  
truth must be prefaced with the words: "Thus s a i t h  Professor So and So. " Rather, 
you are  cal led to  labor i n  that  v a s t  and beautiful field that  is bordered and hedged 
in on every s ide  with sacred Scripture s o  that  i n  every doctrine which you hold 
before your s tudents  you may s a y  in  very truth: "Thus sa i th  the Lord. " 

Some may regard t h i s  as being terribly narrow-minded, a s  well, a s  stifllng , i f  
indeed not suffocating,  to  a n  intel l igent man. But such  people are  spiri tually 
ignorant. They d o  not know that  God 's  Word is a lamp unto our f ee t  and a light 
unto our way ,  and that  through the Word the Holy Spirit l e ads  regenerate man who 
of himself is spiri tually bl ind,  in to  the realm of truth and shows him the many 
t reasures  and riches of God" grace to sinful  man, I t  is those who seek  their  
theology in  whole or in part in  their  human reason rather than in  the  Word alone 
who are  the birds in  a cage .  The Christ ian theologian re joices  in  b a n g  bound to  
the Word, a s  he prays: 
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0 anay these h ~ a v e n l y  pages be 
My ever  dear  delaghx; 

Ap,d still netrv beaut ies  may 1 see , 
And s t i l l  imcrt:as ing 1 ~ g h  t , 

Pilvitle h s  tructor, gracious Lord E 
Be Thou foreqiler me2r; 

TI eesck? m e  to love Thy sacred word, 
A c d  vlev\r my Savicc there! 

To QUP pew professor,  cis well as to a l l  who .,each i u ~  oirr SG'I~:: d r y ,  WE sayr: To 
";is you are bound: "And :he chings which ",IOU hasrhhedrd 91 mm:7g mary wit- 
T - ~ S S E S , ,  t h e  sdme commlt rhou to faithful me:!. . . " WE F X ~ F C  :; ;.t s ,  we dern8nd of 

- 
you, thatxiall your teachmg be in  accord vvEih r.hp dpos f . C I l i ~ -  yrijghetrc Word, May 
God g ~ v e  you :he gr(rice t o  carry this out  eve^^^ t ~ m r -  1;;311 s te-p before your s:udenrs. 

11. The- kZlarpoz;~ of 3 Seminary. PraEes:xx-'s Td8.k. 

s a y s  12 our text: " . . . % E  same c:ornn^il! 51nc11~ to faichful rrlcil v\iho shall be 
able  fa ".,eich others also, " 

T.11 The primary mear~ing of these word s i s  no CIQUI::I T ~ I S  hh+s L -i-i-iosk:,; should be re-= 
minded thar these s tudents  of h%s  r r ~ u s t ;  h a w  a CE-rtai~s abil~ty k~ f~'ic'13 God" Word to  
others ,  They are  to be " a p t  t o  t e ach" ,  as h e  w r i t e s  In h i s  fnrs: %e+ter  60 Timothy con- 
cerning pastors ,  

But these words a l s o  serve to remird u s  sf rhc3 qodl of d14 sernsqduy t ~ 3 e h ~ n g ,  
'rhe-e zs t o  be a faithful ,  t h o r o ~ g h  indoc t r~ r~ t ' i o r i  arld ~r..ria^i-:~ij of " 3 ~  st?!dr;"?'s S O  tha t  
they may go  out into a l l  t he  world and preach the Gaspel t ~ a  etw-:; ( :YF 3rL~rc". , and 
through such  preachkrsg ". . . bind up  the br-okeil-!se~r-r~d, . . . prtscldim J ~ ~ ~ + r r * - y  t o  the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to t h e m  thdt are bound.  i '  (Is, 61:I) 

"$is sis what makes the t ask  of teaeelnlng in  the xemicary a g l o r ~ s u s  work, for 
when i t  is rightly done ~t is not an lvory tower randttex, a g e t t w g  aw3y f rom the world, 
b u t i n  a very real  s e n s e ,  a going out m t o  a l l  the for Ir. r s  rbrough their train- 
xng i n  the Word in  the seminary,  training blessed by tks~ Holy Splrlr,  that these  young 
men, go oux inzo the world as "able mi i~ i s te r s  of the crew x ~ s t a m e  nt, " $ZI Cor, 3 6 ) .  

A s  you carry au? your work of t e a c h ~ n g  studi. r1:s t h e  Word 9-l God from day to  
day in  the quiet  of the seminary c lassroom,  may :;o~! . cv~r-  ho ld  before your eyes  the 
purpose of it all :  "Who sha l l  be able  to teach C I ) ~ ~ - I C - Y : ~  also" mC! t hlls find encourage- 
menx for your labors ,  

So l e t  our new professor take up his work with zeal, let a l l  others who teach In 
our seminary be r e ~ e w e d  i n  z e a l ,  let our s:uden:s be fa i~hicr l ,  trustworthy, depend- 
a b l e ,  s o  that  in years t o  came o w  graduates may be a bless ing to  the world as they 
proclaim the Gospe l ,  that  m a n y  sou ls  reconciled t o  God by the death of Chr i s t ,  may. 
through faith i n  Chris t  find entrance into eterndl life. 

A m e n ,  

.-- Theodore Aaberg 
Scarville , Iowa 



THE lMXANING AND USE OF THE G E E K  NEW TESTAMENT CRITIGAE APISBMFUS 
(continued) 

By the Rev, Julian Anderson 

One of the most important s teps  s t i l l  to  be  taken i s  the careful  evaluation of 
e ach  of the manuscripts a s  t o  i t s  age  and general  reliability and value.  It is c l ea r ,  
of course ,  that  a t  th i s  point the textual  c r i t i c ,  from h i s  previous collat ion and 
study of the di f ferentmanuscr ipts ,  will have already formed Fome opinion a s  t o  
the general  rel iabil i ty of each  one. 'That is t o  s a y ,  he  wfbl know by now how care- 
fully each  manuscript was  cop ied ,  and the particular types  of errors which are most 
prevalent in  e a c h  one. Here ,  it should be noted,  there are great  differences in our 
various manuscripts ,  some of them showing s igns  of very careful  and painstaking 
effor ts ,  while others a re  obviously very ca r e l e s s ly  done ,  as  in the c a s e  of some 
which seem "c have been very has t i ly  copied by some untrained copyis t  t o  serve 
simply a s  private copies  for some individual, Some of our oldest  and b e s t  manu- 
s c r i p t s ,  a s ,  for example,  B and Aleph., show unmastakesble s igns  of having been 
very carefully cop ied ,  and then corrected by a s  many a s  four different correctors ,  
indicating,  no doubt,  that  they were made to  serve a s  some sor t  of "official" texts  
i n  some larger church. This much, a t  any rate--the general  rel iabil i ty of e ach  
manuscript--will already have been pretty much de~ermined  by the previous s tudy ,  
and will  be duly noted now, 

The next step--and a most important one also--will  be the attempt t o  fix the 
approximate age  of each  of the manuscripts ,  following the principle t ha t ,  by and 
la rge ,  the o ldes t  manuscripts will, be  the b e s t ,  insofar a s  they are c loser  to  the 
t ex t  of the original autographs in  point of t ime, and have ,  presumably, then been 
subject  to  l e s s  corruption in  the form of errors of transmission,, This rule cannot ,  
of course ,  be applied invariably,  or treated a s  a rule wi%hout excepdaons , s ince  i t  
is poss ible  that  a la te  manuscript may have been copied directly from a much 
older and more exac t  exemplar than another manuscript which is admittedly much 
older ,  but which has  been cop ied ,  in  turn,  from an  exemplar whlch is e i ther  l a te r  
or more ca r e l e s s ly  done.  In actual  pract ice ,  however,  there seem to be very few 
of such  excep t ions ,  s o  that  the relat ive age  of our manuscripts is a highly im- 
portant factor t o  be considered,  

In seeking t o  s o  determine the age of any manuscrxpt %he textual  cr i t ic  is 
greatly indebted t o  the sc ience  of paleography, that  branch of s tudy  which con- 
cerns  itself with the study of ancient  documents--a disc ipl ine  which demands , 
however, the g rea tes t  training and sk i l l ,  Suffice i t  t o  s a y  that  th i s  sc ience  of 
paleography has  firmly es tabl ished the fac t  that  any ancient  document may be 
dated with reasonable precision by taking in to  account  two factors-- 1) the type 
of writing employed; and 2) the material on which th i s  writing appears ,  

To summarize briefly,  the paleographers have demonstrated that  the materials 
used may be very helpful in  determining the  age  of a manuscript ,  e spec ia l ly  in  
singling out the  o ldes t  manuscripts. Using th is  cri terion a l l  ex tan t  manuscripts 
are divided into three c lasses - - those  written on I) papyrus,  2) vellum, and 
3) paper. Since the u s e  of these  three subs tances  a s  writing materials  in  the 
ancient  world c a n  be fairly accurately da t ed ,  t h i s  forms a useful  c lass i f icat ion.  

Papyrus, for example,  made from the papyrus plant ,  which grew i n  profusion 
in  the Nile va l ley ,  is known t o  be the ea r l i es t  writing material ,  a s ide  from s tone ,  
used in  the Mediterranean world. I t s  u se  ha s  been es tabl ished well  back into the 
pre-Christian e ra ;  and during the f i rs t  three centuries of the Christ ian church i t  
was  practically the  only material used for literary purposes.  The usua l  form of a n  
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