


Foreword 
By: Pres. Wilhelm W. Petersen 

As the Evangelical Lutheran Synod observes the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of its reorganization we include in this issue of the Lu- 
theran Synod Quarterly a sermon and some theses on church fel- 
lowship. The sermon by Herman Amberg Preus - who served as 
president of the old Norwegian Synod fiom 1862 to 1894 - was 
delivered at the ordination of Otto Christian Ottesen, son of Jacob 
Aal Ottesen, one of the theological leaders of the old Synod. The 
sermon was preached on February 3, 1884, during the Election 
Controversy. Interestingly, the District President refhsed to ordain 
Otto Ottesen because he accepted "the other position," that is, the 
Synod's position. Alluding to this, President Preus says that the or- 
dinand had already endured hardship as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. Our thanks to Pastor Herbert Larson for translating this ser- 
mon from the Norwegian language. 

The article entitled Unity, Union, and Unionism is a reprint 
from the 1936 Convention Report of the reorganized Synod. This 
was the Synod's response to the invitation fkom the old American 
Lutheran Church to enter into doctrinal discussions, with a view to 
establishing fellowship. ' 
on church fellowship. 

I'hese theses reflect the position of the ELS 

Also included in this issue is an article by Mr. William Ovem 
entitled Cosmology Challenges Theology: A Biblical Response. 
Mr. Overn is a strong advocate of creation science and takes issue 
with the claims of modem cosmology. Mr. Ovem is a member of 
Heritage Lutheran Church, Apple Valley, Minnesota, and serves on 
the Board of Regents of Bethany Lutheran college and Bethany Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary. O 
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Sermon at the Ordination of 
Otto Christian Ottesen 

By: Herman Amberg Preus 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

February 3, 1884 

"Therefore endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. " - 
2 Timothy 2:3 

Enduring Hardship as a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ 
It is to his disciple Timothy who was installed as bishop in 

Ephesus that the apostle Paul directs this admonition. When Paul 
here lays it on Timothy's heart to get used to suffering as a good 
soldier, he does not, however, by emphasizing this aspect of Timo- 
thy's work, want to have it described as its substance. No, the 
apostle describes his chief work as being an instrument, when in the 
Epistle to the Corinthians he places it alongside his own when he 
says, 'Xet a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God" (1Co 4:1). He himself gives a 
further explanation of those words in the words with which he 
makes his moving departure from the elders in Ephesus, "Therefore 
take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, over that which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he has purchased with his own blood!" (Act 20:28). 

Yes, Timothy was to serve the congregation as a servant of 
Christ who is subject to and obedient to the Word of Christ and an- 
swerable to him alone as the church's Head and King, and as a ste- 
ward of the mysteries of God care for it by guiding it into good 
pastures of the Gospel and leading it to the still, flowing waters of 
Siloam. As the Master is called 'The Prince of Peace" (Isa 9:6) and 
comes as the angels sang in order to bring ''peace on earth," so are 
his servants to be bearers of a message of peace by proclaiming t 
blessed tidings of the Gospel to people who are lost and condemne 
on account of sin, to consciences which are troubled because of th 
judgment of the Law that man's sin was atoned for by the blood 
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Jesus, that God is a reconciled God, and by exhorting sinners, "Be 
reconciled with God" (2Co 5:20). 

However, precisely because this is the chief work of the ser- 
vants of Christ and of the Word, precisely because they are to pro- 
claim the Gospel of Christ above all else for the conversion of 
sinners and their translation from darkness to light, from the power 
of Satan to God, precisely for this reason their position becomes a 
position of conflict. For this reason, a servant of Christ, a bearer of 
the message of the Gospel, becomes a soldier of Christ. The Prince 
of Peace himself proclaims this when he says, '3  came to send fire 
on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! Do you sup- 
pose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but 
rather division" (Luk 12:49, 5 1). And how could it be otherwise? 

He came of course to f?ee us from Satan's power and was 
therefore to "demolish the devil's stronghold," as the stronger man 
comes upon the strong and overcoming him takes away his armor 
which he trusted, and divides his spoils (Luk 1 1 : 22). 

How was it possible that the devil and his army should look 
peaceably upon this? On the contrary, he raged bitterly and sought 
not merely to employ all his cunning and power in order to hinder 
the work of the Lord, but fixthemore, walks about as a roaring 
lion seeking whom he can devour, or he puts on the guise of an an- 
gel of light in order to deceive even the elect if that were possible. 
When he can, he blows up a storm, so that the church's ship will 
sink. And the world, his bride, is of the same sort. Therefore Jesus 
says, "The world hates you, because it hates me" (Joh 15: 18). The 
servant is surely not above the master but the servant ought to be as 
his master. Now, because it is also the chief work of the servants of 
Christ to demolish the devil's strongholds through the preaching of 
the Gospel, they have to be exposed to his enmity and aggression. 
The enemies of Christ must be and remain their enemies. In a never- 
ending battle they must win their spoil fi-om them and preserve the 
flock of God in peace. Without a battle there is not victory. With- 
out a victory there is no crown, no peace. 
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Thus do we see that a servant of the Word, a bearer of the Gos- 
pel, must also be a soldier of Christ. More than that, a servant of 
Christ must be on guard constantly, be in battle unceasingly, so that 
neither he himself nor anyone else is to be offended by this. Lf he 
abandons his power, runs f?om battle for the sake of an easy lie, or 
out of a false love cries, "Peace, peace!" where there is no peace, 
and wants to reconcile the truth with lies, then he shows himself 
thereby not a servant of Christ, but a hireling, a belly server. 

Surely, every Christian has already enlisted as a soldier of Christ 
through Baptism and is assigned to battle against the enemies of 
Christ under the banner of the cross. At our Baptism we of course 
promised our God to renounce the devil and all his works and all 
his ways. In this battle formation of the Lord, the servants of the 
Word have the leading, but also the most dangerous post and the 
one most full of responsibility. They are to lead the way into battle 
under the supreme command of the Lord's Christ. 

You also, my young fiiend, are placed here by the Holy Ghost 
through this congregation's call to be such a servant of the Word 
and such a soldier of Jesus Christ! I know how your pious mother, 
as Hannah previously, promised you to the Lord and his service al- 
ready when she was carrying you under her heart, likewise how 
your venerable father has not let there be a lack of admonition and 
discipline, so that you might become a williag instrument of the 
Lord in his service. And the Lord heard the many prayers which 
were offered up on your behalf and he has blessed your mother's 
nurture and your father's admonition, so that both they and we 
have the great joy of seeing you present yourself here today to be 
ordained to the work of the Holy Ministry according to the old 
apostolic practice of prayer and the laying on of hands, after you 
first, as we have heard just now, have acquired for yourselfthe nec- 
essary knowledge and been declared fit for the work. Here, you are 
now by God's grace, through the preaching of the Law to awaken 
sinners who are sleeping and cause secure sinners to tremble before 
the judgment of the Law. Here, by the preaching of the Gospel you 
are to lead weary, sin-oppressed souls to Christ so that they can be 
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blessed in him. Always active, so that you can tear some soul from 
Satan, you are to stand at your post as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ in order to protect the flock committed to you against the 
devil's attack, so that none of the souls won to Christ shall be en- 
snared by the enemy and again come under his power. 

But as to how you are to carry on your Lord's battle as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, I will only remind you of how the apostle 
Paul describes the armor in which a soldier of Christ is to be 
arrayed, 

Therefore put on the whole armor of Cod, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand there- 
fore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and having your feet shod with the prepa- 
ration of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with 
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and s u p  
plication for all the saints (Eph 6: 13- 18). 
We see fiom this that a soldier of Jesus Christ has to be arrayed 

in the armor of God. Even a Goliath's armor is not appropriate and 
good for a David who wants to wage the Lord's war. But we see 
that more than anything else, faith, justifying and saving faith, is 
what it means to be arrayed in the armor of God. Through faith 
alone are you clothed in the righteousness of Christ, do you have 
peace and skill in the Gospel of peace. Through faith alone can you 
protect yourself with the shield which quenches the fiery darts of 
the wicked one and properly use the sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God and with which alone the enemy can be slain. 

But in the next place it finally also applies to a soldier of Jesus 
Christ that as Paul says to Timothy immediately after the words of 
our text, he "strive lawfblly," that is, in the manner which the Lord 
has prescribed for his soldiers in his Word, so that you do not act 
according to your wisdom, liking or thoughts, or according to what 
you think appropriate and helphl, but so that you set aside all 
worldly sorrows and cares in reliance on Jesus Christ and his Word 




























































