Volume XIX, No. &
December 1979
ISSN 0360-9685

uarterly






















therefore deplore the tendency to apply
this nonbiblical term to any and every
contract between Christians of different
denominations." This thesis sets forth
the unscriptural unionistic position that
such fellowship is permissible with some
who who persistently teach false doctrine.
And this position is contrary to God's
word and the teachings of the orthodox
Lutheran Church.

III. The President's Committee of Ten also
faulted Thesis 8 which says, "We
affirm our counvictions that any two or more
Christians may pray together to the Triune
God in the name of Jesus Christ if the pur-

pose for which they meet and pray is right
according to the Word of God. This obviously
includes meetings of groups called for the
purpose of discussing doctrinal differences.
We therefore deplore the tendency to decide
the question of prayer fellowship on any
other basis beyond the clear words of
Scripture."” The President's Committee of
Ten pointed out that the expression "Any

two or more Christians may pray together"
includes public prayer which is usually a
part of church fellowship. There was dis-
agreement with the position that, with re~-
gard to public prayer, such prayer is under
some circumstances permissible with those
agreeing with us in the essentials of Chris—
tianity though they are not throughout in
confessional harmony with us.

IV. We also rejected the statement of
Thesis 5 in which it is said: 'We
affirm our conviction that sound exegetical’
procedure is the basis for sound Lutheran
Theology.'" We pointed out that the entire
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Christian Doctrine lies revealed in such
passages as need no exegesis. We empha-
sized that the only function of scriptural
exegesis, when dealing with clear passages,
is not to offer exposition of what is al-
ready self-evident from the text, but to
ward off false interpretation, leading the
Bible students back to the bare scriptures
without exegesis. This thesis really states
the opposite. With regard to the second
declaration of Thesis 5 which states: '"We
furthermore deplore the misuse of I Thessa-
lonians 5:22 in the translation 'Avoid

every appearance of evil.' This text should
be used only in its true meaning 'Avoid evil
in every form'." The translation of elbous

as "appearance' does not violate either the
primary meaning of this word or the context
or such a passage as I Corinthians 10:25ff
with which it is in harmony. Therefore it
is unwarranted to refer to this traditional
translation as unwarranted,

V., The President's Committee also expressed

disagreement, for scriptural reasons,
with A Statement's Thesis 11 which declared
"We affirm our conviction that in keeping
with the historic Lutheran tradition and in
harmony with the synodical resolution adopted
in 1938 regarding church fellowship, such
fellowship is possible without complete
agreement in details of doctrine and practice
which have been considered divisive in the
Lutheran Church." We pointed out that this
thesis states that for doctrinal fellowship
between church bodies, agreement is not nec-
essary and that this is contrary to passages
such as Romans 16:17-18; Titus 3:10; and
others. ’
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