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Christ is speaking and commanding will be sure to
recognize this as a divine institution and ordi-
nance, that in each city there should be several
bishops, or at least one. It is also evident that
Paul considers elders and bishops to be one and
the same thing, for he says: Elders are to be
appointed and installed in all cities, and that

a bishop shall be blameless.'?

19. So the New Testament gives Luther the pattern
for carrying on the ministry of Word and
Sacraments. The responsibility for seeing it done
lies in the church, as a practical matter, in the

congregation where all Christians are priests.
and responsibility to select one of their number
as their minister. The office is established by
God, and the congregation fills the office by
calling and ordaining a minister. Or it might
rather be said that God fills the office through
the action of the congregation. This action as
God's action must be emphasized to avoid charging
Luther with an ﬁbertragungstheorie, as some Luther
scholars have done, i.e., the theory that the
office of the ministry grew out of the universal
priesthood, "in which all the believers, all of
whom were priests . . . through the call . . .
transferred their own right to exercise the
priestly function to these called servants.'®
This would nullify the idea of the office as a
divine institution and make the universal priest—
hood the only divinely established ministry.

20. In spite of certain passages where Luther
seems to support this view, the evidence is
overwhelming that Luther never gave up the basic
idea that the office of the ministry is instituted
by God. True, the universal priesthood is also
established by God. But the two institutions exist
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side by side without contradiction. "All are
priests, but not all are pastors (Pfarrer),"’
says Luther. Ernst Sommerlath puts it clearly
when he says that "we must abandon the idea
that the office grows out of the universal
priesthood.” Instead, it is "an original
ordinance of the church, which expresses the
will of the Head of the Church."8

THE CALL

21. This raises the question of the call, with-
out which no man can assume the office.
Luther's idea of the call is distilled and con-
centrated in the fourteenth article of the
Augsburg Confession: ''No one should publicly
teach in the Church or administer the Sacraments
unless he be regularly called." ‘

22. It should be clear from what has been said
that the selection and call of a Minister by
a congregation is not simply a democratic, politi-
cal, social or ecclesiastical act of a group of
like-minded people. Neither is it a choice of
options I have as an individual. I cannot say:
It is purely my decision whether I want to be a
lawyer, a doctor, a plumber, or a minister of
Christ. Jesus said, "Ye have not chosen me, but
I have chosen you (John 15, 16). It is likewise
true that you do not decide alone that you will
be a minister of His. You do not brazenly step
into the holy office and tell a congregation
that you are going to be their minister. You
will enter that holy calling only when God calls
you through the church and thus puts you into
that office. This is no mere human arrangement
for the preservation of order in the Church. It
is an orderly process by which the congregation
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