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P l e a s e  accep t  our  apo log i e s  f o r  t h e  consid-  
e r a b l e  de l ay  i n  get i - ing t h i s  Deceinber, 1978 i s s u e  
of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  t o  you. 

Our r e a d e r s  w i l l  no doubt r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  
June,  1978 i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  we p re sen t ed  
an  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  of Matthew 18: 15-20, by 
P ro f .  J .  B, Madson. A t  t h a t  t ime we o f f e r e d  t o  
p r i n t  "another  e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  of Matthew 18:  
15-20, d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  same p o i n t  of i s s u e ,  a s  
s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  a n t i t h e s e s  above, should one of 
our  ELS p a s t o r s  o r  p r o f e s s o r s  submit such an a r t i -  
c l e  i n  suppor t  s f  t he  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  
congrega t ion  i s  a d i v i n e l y  i n s t i t u t e d  e x t e r n a l  
o rgan i za t i on"  (The -- Lutheran Synod Qua r t e r l y ,  
X V I I I ,  No, 2 ,  June ,  1978  pp-  51-53). 

No e x e g e t i c a l  s t udy  i n  r e p l y  t o  Prof. Madson's 
s tudy  was submit ted t o  t h e  Qua r t e r l y .  A c r i t i q u e  
of P ro f .  Madson's s t udy  was d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  
ELS General  P a s t o r a l  Conference,  meet ing January  
9-12, a t  Madison, Wisconsin, by t h e  Rev, W e  C ,  
Gul l ixson ,  Sioux F a l l s ,  South  Dakota. The under- 
s igned  asked P r o f ,  M. B, O t to ,  Managing Editor of 
t h e  Qua r t e r l y ,  t o  r e q u e s t  P a s t o r  Gul l ixson  t o  sub- 
m i t  h i s  c r i t i q u e  t o  c t ~ e  Qua r t e r l y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
which he  ha s  k ind ly  done, 

Readers w i l l  f i n d  t h e  C r i t i q u e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  
of the  Qua r t e r l y .  

The i . ssae  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  book reviews.  

The March, 1978 i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  w i l l  
con t a in  t h e  Reformation Lec tu re s  and t h e  presen-  
t a t i o n s  of t h e  r e a c t o r s  of l a s t  October.  
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1, The unders igned  submits t he  f o l l o w i n g  as a  
c r i t i q u e  of t h e  s t u d y  e n t i t l e d f M a t t h e w  18: 

15-20" by P r o f .  J. B. Madson, as p r i n t e d  i n  the 
June,  1978,  issue of THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY, 
pages  53-66, 

2, To be sure,  both Hatthew l6:18 and i8:15-20 
aue the key verses of oras unders tanding  of 

t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Chuxch and M i n i s t r y ,  These 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself must hold 
the Xizy t o  our understanding. (It i s  strange tha t  
t h e  g o c t r i n e  Cs~aittee of the  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran 
Sgzod i n  i t s  F i n a l  Repor t  s h s u l d  i g n o r e  t h e  Sav- 
i o r %  sown w o r d s  i n  PIatthew 18, 17)- 

3, We shou ld  gn back to M a t t h e w  P 6 : H  t o  ge2 the  
s e t t i ~ g :  "And I say a l s o  unrb thee, t h a t  thou 

a r t  P e t e r ,  and upon c h i s  rock I % 4 ; . % 1 1  buiPd Ny 
Church; and the  gates o f  h e l l  shall n u t  p r e v a i l  
aga i r l s t  it." What does " t h i s  rock" (pet ra)  mean? 
And what does  "My @ h u ~ c h "  (mou ten exclesia) 
mean? The f irs2 question 2s answered by Due 
Nartin Luther ,  "This rock is Chr i s t  and H i s  word." 
And J~Taanfaes Y l v i s a k ~ r ,  aue'nsr cf FEE GOSPELS, 
answers t h e  second question s n  pzge 43%: 

"Here w e  f i n d  the. word 'C'nt.urch7 f o r  the 
f i rs t  time in the  NEW Tegkament, (The 
Greek ekklysia--from ek and kalein-- 
des igna te s  the Church as t he  assembly of 
a11 who are called o u t  of t h e  world, so 
t h a t  t h e y  are not  s f  the wor ld ,  even 
though they are y e t  in t h e  wor ld , )  The 
pronoun 'MyB declares that this now be- 
longs ts Jesus, Apart from t h i s  passage, 



t h e  word occurs  only once i n  t h e  Gospels,  
v i z ,  Matthew 18:17, I n  t h e  l a t t e r  pas- 
sage  i t  has  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  church,  
h e r e  however, t o  t h e  communion of be l i ev -  
e r s  i n  t h e  New Testament (Church of t h e  
Lord) , '' 

Also, Br,  C, F, W e  Walther s t a t e s  i n  Thes is  I of 
 he Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church t h e  True V i s i b l e  
Church of God on ~ a r t h " :  

"The one holy C h r i s t i a n  Church on e a r t h ,  
o r  t h e  Church i n  t h e  groper  s ense  of t h e  
word, o u t s i d e  of which t h e r e  i s  no sa lva-  
t i o n ,  i s ,  accord ing  t o  God's Word, t h e  
t o t a l  of a11  t h a t  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t  
and are s a n c t i f i e d  through this faith," 

Artd in r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  "keys" g i v e n  to Peter, 
J, Ylvisaker  w r i t e s  : 

'Tor t h e  power of t h e  keys has  n o t  been 
e n t r u s t e d  to any o f f i c i a l  rank o r  s t a t i o n ,  
bu t  t o  t h e  Church, and i s  adminis te red  
through t h e  e c c % e s i a s t i c a l  o f f i c e ,  A l l  
t h i n g s  belong ts t h e  Church (I Car, 3 : 2 4 f f , )  
However, i t  i s  n o t  only t h e  Church a s  a  
gene ra l  cornunion which posses se s  t h e  keys 
of t h e  Kingdom of God, The l o c a l  church 
has  them a l s o ,  and may use  them, (Matthew 
18:18) , , , . . ,Sesus  has  e n t r u s t e d  %he keys of- 
t h e  Kingdom t o  the  c a r e  of H i s  Church i n  
H i s  s t ead , ' '  

Thus i$ i s  e l e a r  t h a t  one of t h e  revered  church 
fa thers  of our  Synod s ta tes  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  "My 
Church" of Matthew %6: l8  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Una Saneta ,  
t h e  Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church, t h e  Cornunion of S a i n t s ;  
and t h a t  t h e  "church" of Matthew 18:17 r e f e r s  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  congregat ion,  t o  which a l s o  has  been 
e n t r u s t e d  t h e  "keys, '" 

4, Let u s  look a t  t h e  contex t  i n  Matthew 18,  A t  
t h e  beginning of t h e  chap te r  we f i n d  t h e  d i s -  

c i p l e s  of J e s u s  concerned about who i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i n  the  kingdom of heaven. The Trans f igu ra t i on  
even t ,  when Je sus  took a long  only t h r e e  d i s c i p l e s ,  
may have caused t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t o  wonder about  who 
i s  %he g r e a t e s t ,  a l though they knew i t  was no t  
r i g h t  o r  proper  t o  do so.  J e s u s  i n s t r u c t s  them 
t h a t  i n  t h e  kingdom of God t h e r e  i s  no such d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  a s  we f i n d  i n  c i v i c  and wor ld ly  a f f a i r s .  
The d i s c i p l e s  were ignoran t  of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  
of t h e  kingdom. J e sus  teaches  them humi l i t y  by t h e  
example of a  c h i l d  and then t r e a t s  of t h e  problem 
of o f f ense .  The key verse i s  7 ,  " for  i t  must needs 
be t h a t  o f f e n s e s  come; b u t  woe t o  t h a t  man by whom 
t h e  o f f e n s e  eometh,'"nother key v e r s e  i s  10 ,  
"Take heed t h a t  ye  d e s p i s e  not  one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  
ones," and v e r s e  ll, "FOX= t h e  Son of man i s  come 
t o  seek  and t o  save  t h a t  which was lost.'"lso 
v e r s e  1 4 ,  " ~ v e n  s o  i t  i s  no t  t he  w i l l  of your 
Fa the r  which i s  i n  heaven t h a t  one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  
ones should p e r i s h -  '' 

5, J s  Ylv isaker  (THE GOSPELS) sums t h i s  up i n  a 
p e r c e p t i v e  way:  

"Wlnat p a i n s  Jesus-redemptive l ove  t akes  
t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  e r r i n g  s i n n e r ,  This  i s  
t h e  c a s e  a l s o  i n  the  SoSZswing where t h e  
sub j e c t  i s  church d i s c i p l i n e ,  Every 
e f f o r t  s h a l l  be made t o  regain  t h e  s i n n e r  
f o r  t h e  Kingdsm sf G9d, and the method 
s h a l l  b e  a 2 p l i e d  :Afhieh seek ing ,  sav ing  
l o v e  sugges ts ; for  the  same mind shall be 
i n  us  which was also i n  Chr is t  J e s u s  
( P h i l ,  2 :5 ) , , , ,Church  d i s c i p l i n e  must be 
governed by love."  (under Matthew 18:15) 

6. The essay by P r o f ,  J, B,  Madson l e a v e s  l i t t l e  
t o  be c r i t i c i z e d  a s  Ear a s  syn tax  i s  concerned; 

however, t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e s e  S c r i p t u r e  












































