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FOREWORD

Please accept our apologies for the consid-
erable delay in getting this December, 1978 issue

LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY of the Quarterly to you.
Theological Journal of the Our readers will no doubt recall that in the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod June, 1978 issue of the Quarterly we presented

an exegetical study of Matthew 18: 15-20, by
| Prof. J. B. Madson. At that time we offered to
Edited by the Theological Faculty of : print "another exegetical study of Matthew 18:
Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary 4 15-20, dealing with the same point of issue, as
! set forth in the antitheses above, should one of
our ELS pastors or professors submit such an arti-
cle in support of the position that the local
congregation is a divinely instituted external
organization" (The Lutheran Synod Quarterly,
XVIII, No. 2, June, 1978 pp. 51-53).

No exegetical study in reply to Prof. Madson's
study was submitted to the Quarterly. A critique
of Prof. Madson's study was distributed at the

Editor: Pres. Theo. A. Aaberg ; ELS General Pastoral Conference, meeting January
Managing Editor: M. H. Otto 9-12, at Madison, Wisconsin, by the Rev. W. C.
Book Review Editor: J. B. Madson Gullixson, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The under-
signed asked Prof. M. H. Otto, Managing Editor of
Subscription Price: $4.00 per year : the Quarterly, to request Pastor Gullixson to sub-
mit his critique to the Quarterly for publication,
Address all subscriptions and all correspondence to: ; which he has kindly done.
LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY * Readers will find the Critique in this issue
Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary of the Quarterly.
447 N. Division Street L
Mankato, Minnesota 56001 : The issue also includes several book reviews.

The March, 1978 issue of the Quarterly will
contain the Reformation Lectures and the presen-
tations of the reactors of last October.
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MATTHEW 18: 15-20

1. The undersigned submits the following as a
critique of the study entitled"™atthew 18:

15-20" by Prof. J. B. Madson, as printed in the

June, 1978, issue of THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY,

pages 53-66.

2. To be sure, both Matthew 16:18 and 18:15-20
are the key verses of our understanding of
the doctrine of the Church and Ministry. These
words of ocur Lord Jesus Christ Himself must hold
the key to our understanding. (It is strange that
the Doctrine Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod in its Final Report should ignore the Sav-
ior's own words in Matthew 18, 17).

3. We should go back to Matthew 16:18 to get the
setting: "And I say also untc thee, that thou
art Peter, -and upon this rock I will build My
Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." What does "this rock" (petra) mean?
And what does "My Church” (mou ten ecclesia)
mean? The first question is answered by Dr.
Martin Luther, "This rock is Christ and His word."
And Johannes Yivisaker, author of THE GOSPELS,
answers the second question on page 405:

"Here we find the word ‘Church’ for the
first time in the New Testament. {The
Greek ekklysia-—from ek and kalein—-
esignates the Church as the assembly of
all who are called out of the world, so
that they are not of the world, even
though they are yet in the world.) The
pronoun 'My' declares that this now be-
longs to Jesus. Apart from this passage,



the word occurs only once in the Gospels,
viz. Matthew 18:17. 1In the latter pas-
sage it has reference to the local church,
here however, to the communion of believ-
ers in the New Testament (Church of the
Lord)."

Also, Dr. C. F. W. Walther states in Thesis I of
"The Evangelical Lutheran Church the True Visible
Church of God on Earth':

"The one holy Christian Church on earth,
or the Church in the proper sense of the
word, outside of which there is no salva-
tion, is, according to God's Word, the
total of all that truly believe in Christ
and are sanctified through this faith."

And in reference to the "kevs" given to Peter,
J. Ylvisaker writes:

"For the power of the keys has not been
entrusted to any official rank or station,
but to the Church, and is administered
through the ecclesiastical office. All
things belong to the Church (I Cor. 3:21ff.)
However, it is not only the Church as a
general communion which possesses the keys
of the Kingdom of God. The local church
has them alsoc, and may use them. (Matthew
18:18).....Jesus has entrusted the keys of
the Kingdom to the care of His Church in
His stead."”

Thus it is clear that one of the revered church
fathers of our Synod states clearly that the "My
Church” of Matthew 16:18 refers to the Una Sancta,
the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints;:
and that the "church" of Matthew 18:17 refers to
the local congregation, to which alsc has been
entrusted the "keys."

4, TLet us look at the context in Matthew 18. At
the beginning of -the chapter we find the dis~
ciples of Jesus concerned about who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. The Transfiguration
event, when Jesus took along only three disciples,
may have caused the disciples to wonder about who
is the greatest, although they knew it was not
right or proper to do so. Jesus instructs them
that in the kingdom of God there is no such dis-
tinction as we find in civic and worldly affairs.
The disciples were ignorant of the spiritual nature
of the kingdom. Jesus teaches them humility by the
example of a child and then treats of the problem
of offense. The key verse is 7, "for it must needs
be that offenses come; but woe to that man by whom
the offense cometh.” Another key verse is 10,
"Take heed that vye despise not one of these little
ones,’ and verse 11, '"For the Son of man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost.” Also
verse 14, "Even so it is not the will of your
Father which is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.”

5, J. Ylvisaker (THE GOSPELS) sums this up in a
perceptive way:

"What pains Jesus' redemptive love takes
to restore the erring sinner. This is
the case also in the following where the
subject dis church discipline. Every
effort shall be made to regain the sinner
for the Kingdom of God, and the method
shall be applied which seeking, saving
love suggests; for the same mind shall be
in us which was also in Christ Jesus
(Phil. 2:5)....Church discipline must be
governed by love.” (under Matthew 18:15)

6. The essay by Prof. J. B. Madson leaves little

to be criticized as far as syntax is concerned;
however, the interpretation of these Scripture
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