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There a r e  seve ra l  changes t o  r e p o r t  regard ing  
t h e  Quar ter ly .  Prof .  3 .  B. Madson r ep laces  Prof .  
G .  E .  Reichwald a s  Book Review Ed i to r .  We thank 
Prof .  Reichwald f o r  h i s  many years  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  
t h i s  capaci ty .  While t h e  q u a r t e r l y  i s  not  i n  a  
p o s i t i o n  t o  review a l l  t h e  books t h a t  should be r e -  
viewed, Prof .  Madson w i l l  seek t o  concent ra te  on 
thorough reviews of  a  few o f  t h e  new pub l i ca t ions  
t h a t  a r e  most noteworthy and p e r t i n e n t  t o  us .  

M r .  Car l  Seebach, a c t i n g  manager of  t h e  Lutheran 
Synod Book Co., has p r i n t e d  t h e  Quar ter ly  f o r  many 
yea r s .  The Lutheran Synod Book Co. i s  now out  o f  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  bus iness ,  and s o  t h e  Quar ter ly  w i l l  be 
p r i n t e d  by a  commercial f i rm  i n  Mankato, a t  l e a s t  f o r  
t h e  time being.  We thank M r .  Seebach f o r  h i s  many 
years  of  s e r v i c e .  

This i s s u e  inc ludes  t h e  sermon de l ive red  a t  t h e  
opening of  t h e  cu r ren t  school  year ,  t h e  f i r s t  year  
i n  our new seminary bui ld ing;  a l s o  an a r t i c l e  on 
"The Threat  of  Cu l t s  t o  C h r i s t i a n  Family Li fe ,"  by 
t h e  Rev. Donald McElwain, Lay Minis te r  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  
F i r s t  Lutheran Church, No. Hollywood, Ca l i fo rn ia .  
D r .  David P .  Scaer ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Concordia Theologi- 
c a l  Quarter ly,  Concordia Theological  Seminary, F t .  
Wayne, Indiana, has k ind ly  given us permission t o  
r e p r i n t  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Should Children Go t o  t h e  
Communion Rai l  f o r  a  B l e s ~ i n g ? ~ ~  Rounding out  t h e  
i s s u e  i s  a  r e p o r t  by Pas to r  Paul J .  Haugen, Belview, 
Minnesota, on a  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  which he heard 
de l ive red  i n  Minneapolis by D r .  Carl  Fr .  Wisl6ff .  
D r .  Wisldff has been a c t i v e  f o r  many years  i n  church 
c i r c l e s  i n  Norway, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Menighetsfakultet  
(an independent seminary which has t r a i n e d  a  l a r g e  
number o f  t h e  Lutheran p a s t o r s  i n  Norway). 
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Text: "He must i nc rease ,  but  I must decrease."  
(John 3 : 3 0 )  

Dear f r i e n d s  i n  C h r i s t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  s tuden t s  of 
t h e  Seminary: 

You recognize John t h e  B a p t i s t  a s  t h e  one who 
says ,  "He must i nc rease  and I must decrease."  You 
a l s o  recognize t h e  s p e c i a l  n a t u r e  of John ' s  c a l l i n g  
a s  t h e  forerunner  of t h e  i n c a r n a t e  C h r i s t ,  so  t h a t  
h i s  words f i t  a unique s i t u a t i o n .  

Yet what he says ,  namely, "He must i nc rease  but  
I must decrease,"  i s  a l s o  t r u e  f o r  every C h r i s t i a n  
i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of Jesus ,  and t r u e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
every pas to r ,  t eache r ,  o r  missionary i n  t h e  church. 

These words of John were i n  r ep ly  t o  h i s  d i s -  
c i p l e s  who came wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  he  was " los ing  
ground1' t o  Jesus  of Nazareth. "Rabbi, " they say, 
"he t h a t  was wi th  thee  beyond Jordan,  t o  whom thou 
b a r e s t  wi tness ,  behold t h e  same bap t i ze th ,  and a l l  
men come t o  him." Not only is John l o s i n g  out  t o  
Jesus ,  but  t h e r e  i s  t h e  impl i ca t ion  t h a t  John i s  
p a r t l y  t o  blame f o r  having given Jesus  such a good 
recommendation when t h e  two were toge the r  beyond 
Jordan. 

I n  r ep ly ,  John p a t i e n t l y  expla ins  how they 
themselves had heard him say e a r l i e r  t h a t  he was 
n o t  t h e  C h r i s t ,  but  was s e n t  t o  po in t  him out  t o  
t h e  people. What is  more, John d e c l a r e s  t h a t  s o  



f a r  from being j ea lous  o r  h u r t  over  J e sus '  i n c r e a s i n g  
p o p u l a r i t y  he  was happy, a  joy which he l i kened  unto 
t h a t  of t h e  f r i e n d  of t h e  bridegroom, 

There was no th ing  wrong then  t h a t  people  were 
t u r n i n g  t o  J e s u s  r a t h e r  than  t o  John. This  was 
p r e c i s e l y  accord ing  t o  God's w i l l  and p l an :  "He 

must i n c r e a s e ,  bu t  I must decrease."  

So i t  cont inued t o  go i n  John ' s  l i f e  a s  h e  con- 
t i nued  t o  d i r e c t  more and more of h i s  fo l l ower s  t o  
C h r i s t  a s  t h e  Savior ,  and t h i s  p a t t e r n  ga thered  
momentum u n t i l  it f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  John ' s  im-  
prisonment and h i s  g r i s l y  e a r t h l y  dea th  a t  t h e  hands 
of Herod, 

This  whole ma t t e r  of John t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  minis- 
t r y  a s  expressed i n  t h e  words, "He must i n c r e a s e  and 
I must decrease" can be  made t o  sound q u i t e  p a t  -- 
i n  f a c t ,  a l i t t l e  too  p a t  -- a s  though i t  were a l l  a 
ve ry  s imple m a t t e r  f o r  John: no doubts ,  no t r i a l s ,  
no tempta t ions ,  no s t r u g g l e s ,  no f a i l u r e s ,  no s i n  -- 
j u s t  C h r i s t  i n c r e a s e ,  John decrease .  

The Apos t le  Pau l  is a  s i m i l a r  ca se .  H e  s a y s ,  
"For m e  t o  l i v e  i s  C h r i s t ,  and t o  d i e  i s  gain."  
H e  s ays  he  has  "suf fe red  t h e  l o s s  of a l l  t h i n g s  and 
counts  them bu t  dung, t h a t  h e  might win Chr i s t . "  

What John and Pau l  s ay  about  C h r i s t ,  and t h e i r  
own l i v e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ,  is  t r u e .  But we 
a l s o  have t o  remember, f o r  example, what Pau l  s ays  
about  ano the r  l a w ,  t h e  law of s i n  warr ing  a g a i n s t  
h i s  members and t h e  wretchedness i t  b r i n g s  t o  him 
a s  s i n  ga ins  t h e  upperhand a t  t i m e s ,  a s  he  s ays ,  
"The good t h a t  I would, I do n o t ,  and t h e  e v i l  
which I would n o t ,  t h a t  I do." 

John is  con fe s s ing  h i s  s i n s ,  i nc lud ing  no doubt 
a l s o  s i n s  regard ing  h i s  c a l l i n g ,  when he s ays  h e  has  

need t o  be bapt ized  of C h r i s t ,  t h a t  h e  i s n ' t  worthy 
t o  loosen  t h e  l a c e s  of C h r i s t ' s  s a n d a l s ,  and he  i s  
confess ing  h i s  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  a s  h i s  Savior  from 
t h e s e  s i n s  when he  p o i n t s  ou t  J e s u s  "as t h e  lamb of 
God which t a k e t h  away t h e  s i n  of t h e  world." 

What we have then,  bo th  i n  t h e  c a l l i n g  of John 
t h e  B a p t i s t ,  and i n  t h a t  of t h e  Apos t le  Paul ,  i s  
t h i s  g r e a t  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e i r  d i v i n e  c a l l  coupled 
wi th  1 )  humble repentance  over t h e i r  s i n s ,  2)  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  Savior ,  and 3) a  d a i l y  s t r i v i n g  
throughout l i f e  t o  be f a i t h f u l  and ever  more f a i t h -  
f u l  t o  t h e i r  c a l l i n g  -- John t h e  B a p t i s t  t o  t h i s  
t h a t  "He must i n c r e a s e ,  and I must decrease ,"  and 
S t .  Paul ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  "might have t h e  preeminence." 
(Col. 1:18) 

Now none of us  i s  t h e  Messiah. Nor a r e  we John 
t h e  B a p t i s t s  o r  Apost le  Pau l s ,  bu t  we do ga the r  as 
those  who have been brought by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
through t h e  Gospel t o  a  confess ion  and repentance  
over  our  s i n s  and t o  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  our  
Savior  from those  s i n s .  We g a t h e r ,  a s  God's c h i l -  
d ren ,  H i s  workmanship, c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e sus  
unto good works which God h a t h  be fo re  ordained t h a t  
w e  should walk i n  them. We g a t h e r  a s  s e r v a n t s  of 
C h r i s t ,  ready and eager  t o  do H i s  w i l l .  

John t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  words can t h e r e f o r e  s e r v e  
us  w e l l  a s  one of t h e  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  our  
l i f e  of C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e .  "He must i n c r e a s e  and 
I must decrease."  

W e  should n o t  d i smiss  t oo  qu i ck ly  t h e  need f o r  
s e l f - d e n i a l  i n  our  s e r v i c e  t o  C h r i s t ,  a s  though i t  
p r e s e n t s  no g r e a t  problem i n  our  l i f e .  P r i d e  is 
deep-seated i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  s i n f u l  f l e s h .  Not 
a  l i t t l e  of t h e  t r o u b l e  which a r i s e s  i n  t h e  church 
m i l i t a n t  comes n o t  from wi thout  bu t  from w i t h i n  t h e  



C h r i s t i a n s  themselves a t  t h e  expense of C h r i s t  and 
t h e  Gospel. S ince  w e  a r e  today observing t h e  open- 
i n g  of t h e  seminary, we t r u s t  no one w i l l  be offended 
i f  w e  po in t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  problem of p r i d e ,  of s e l f -  
e x a l t a t i o n ,  i s  every b i t  a s  g r e a t  a  t empta t ion  f o r  
t h e  c l e r g y  a s  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  l a y  member. 

County Judge Thatcher ,  i n  Mark Twain's Adven- 
t u r e s  of Tom Sawyer wasn ' t  of t h e  c l e r g y ,  b u t  you 
might remember h i s  v i s i t  t o  Sunday School anyway, 
and how everybody s t a r t e d  t o  "show o f f "  when he  
a r r i v e d .  M r .  Walters ,  t h e  Super in tendent ,  began 
b u s t l i n g  around, g iv ing  o r d e r s ,  d e l i v e r i n g  judge- 
ments and d i r e c t i o n s  wherever he  could f i n d  a  t a r g e t .  
The Sunday School l i b r a r i a n  r a n  around wi th  h i s  arms 
f u l l  of books, s p l u t t e r i n g  and f u s s i n g  wherever he 
went. Young lady  t e a c h e r s  bent  s o  sweet ly  over  t h e  
heads of p u p i l s  t h a t  were be ing  boxed moments e a r l i e r ,  
and young gentlemen t eache r s  gave l i t t l e  s co ld ings ,  
e t c .  A l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  seemed t o  f i n d  l o t s  of busi-  
ne s s  up a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  and p u l p i t ,  and t h a t  t h r e e  o r  
fou r  t i m e s .  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  boys and g i r l s  were 
busy showing o f f  too .  And what about  t h e  good judge? 
How was he r e a c t i n g ?  Mark Twain says  of him, "and 
above it  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  man s a t  and beamed a  m a j e s t i c  
j u d i c i a l  s m i l e  upon a l l  t h e  house, and warmed himself 
i n  t h e  sun of h i s  own grandeur -- f o r  he  was 'showing 
o f f '  too." Preachers  and t eache r s  i n  t h e  church can 
have t h e  same a f f l i c t i o n .  

Another i d e a  we should g e t  ou t  of our  heads i s  
t h a t  you can fo l low i n  John ' s  f o o t s t e p s  of "He must 
i n c r e a s e  and I must decrease" by d a i l y  s ay ing  a  few 
p a t  phrases ,  o r  going through a  few outward motions.  
You can u t t e r  150 "P ra i s e  t h e  Lords" o r  some such 
phrase  every day and of i t s e l f  i t  doesn ' t  mean t h a t  
you a r e  doing as John t h e  B a p t i s t  d id .  You can l i k e -  
w i s e  perform any number of good works every day, even 

dep r ive  you r se l f  of many t h i n g s ,  bu t  of i t s e l f  i t  
doesn ' t  mean t h a t  you a r e  fo l lowing  John ' s  p r i n c i -  
p l e  of "He must i n c r e a s e  and I must decrease ."  
Whatever w e  do o r  say must come from t h e  h e a r t  and 
be a  t r u e  express ion  of o u r  l ove  t o  J e s u s  a s  our  
Savior .  Anything l e s s  is hypocrisy.  

A s  we t u r n  t o  our  books i n  t h e  Seminary i n  
t h i s  new school  year  t o  l e a r n  new f a c t s ,  t o  deepen 
our  knowledge of d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  t o  grow i n  t h e  knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Savior  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w e  a l s o  
need t o  g i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  our  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  t h a t  
t h a t  too  may be developed and s t r eng thened ,  And 
one of t h e  t h i n g s  i n  which w e  must t r a i n  ou r se lves ,  
by t h e  power of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  t h e  Gospel, i s  
t h a t  of s e l f - d e n i a l ,  of l e a r n i n g  t o  g i v e  up t h i n g s ,  
even ou r se lves ,  f o r  t h e  cause  of C h r i s t .  

It i s  n o t  an easy l e s s o n  t o  l e a r n ,  To l e a r n  
when "giving ground" cannot be done wi thout  doing 
harm t o  t h e  cause  of C h r i s t ,  and t o  l e a r n  when 
g iv ing  ground, " tak ing  a  back s e a t  , '@ a s  i t  were, 
i nvo lves  on ly  a  persona l  l o s s  which w i l l  enhance 
t h e  cause  of C h r i s t ,  i s  something one l e a r n s  s lowly 
du r ing  one ' s  l i f e t i m e .  But t h e  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  l e a rn -  
i n g  i s  now i n  t h e  seminary, i f  n o t  be fo re .  

With c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Means of Grace, 
Word and Sacraments, no t  on ly  i n  an  academic way, 
bu t  u s ing  them i n  a  c l o s e ,  pe r sona l ,  s p i r i t u a l  
way, walking i n  repentance  and f a i t h ,  w e  a s  s t u d e n t s  
and t e a c h e r s  i n  bo th  seminary and c o l l e g e  w i l l  grow 
a l s o  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  v i r t u e  of John t h e  B a p t i s t ,  with- 
ou t  which t h e r e  can be  no t r u e  s e r v i c e  of C h r i s t :  
"He must i n c r e a s e ,  bu t  I must decrease ."  

To t h i s  end may God's b l e s s i n g s  rest on our  
seminary and on our  c o l l e g e  i n  i t s  new year .  Amen. 


























































