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FOREWORD

There are several changes to report regarding
the Quarterly. Prof. J. B. Madson replaces Prof.
G. E. Reichwald as Book Review Editor. We thank
Prof. Reichwald for his many years of service in
this capacity. While the Quarterly is not in a
position to review all the books that should be re-
viewed, Prof. Madson will seek to concentrate on
thorough reviews of a few of the new publications
that are most noteworthy and pertinent to us.

Mr. Carl Seebach, acting manager of the Lutheran
Synod Book Co., has printed the Quarterly for many
years. The Lutheran Synod Book Co. is now out of the
printing business, and so the Quarterly will be
printed by a commercial firm in Mankato, at least for
the time being. We thank Mr. Seebach for his many
years of service.

This issue includes the sermon delivered at the
opening of the current school year, the first year
in our new seminary building; also an article on
"The Threat of Cults to Christian Family Life," by
the Rev. Donald McElwain, Lay Minister of St. Paul's
First Lutheran Church, No. Hollywood, California.
Dr. David P. Scaer, editor of the Concordia Theologi-
cal Quarterly, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, has kindly given us permission to
reprint his article, "Should Children Go to the
Communion Rail for a Blessing?" Rounding out the
issue is a report by Pastor Paul J. Haugen, Belview,
Minnesota, on a series of lectures which he heard
delivered in Minneapolis by Dr. Carl Fr. Wislgff.
Dr. Wislgff has been active for many years in church
circles in Norway, especially in the Menighetsfakultet

(an independent seminary which has trained a large
number of the Lutheran pastors in Norway).
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Text: '"He must increase, but I must decrease."
(John 3:30)

Dear friends in Christ, and especially students of
the Seminary:

You recognize John the Baptist as the one who
says, ""He must increase and I must decrease." You
also recognize the special nature of John's calling
as the forerunner of the incarnate Christ, so that
his words fit a unique situation.

Yet what he says, namely, '""He must increase but
I must decrease," is also true for every Christian
in the service of Jesus, and true especially for
every pastor, teacher, or missionary in the church.

These words of John were in reply to his dis-
ciples who came with the report that he was "losing
ground" to Jesus of Nazareth. '"'Rabbi," they say,
"he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou
barest witness, behold the same baptizeth, and all
men come to him.'" Not only is John losing out to
Jesus, but there is the implication that John is
partly to blame for having given Jesus such a good
recommendation when the two were together beyond
Jordan.

In reply, John patiently explains how they
themselves had heard him say earlier that he was
not the Christ, but was sent to point him out to
the people. What is more, John declares that so



far from being jealous or hurt over Jesus' increasing
popularity he was happy, a joy which he likened unto
that of the friend of the bridegroom.

There was nothing wrong then that people were
turning to Jesus rather than to John. This was
precisely according to God's will and plan: 'He
must increase, but I must decrease."

So it continued to go in John's life as he con-
tinued to direct more and more of his followers to
Christ as the Savior, and this pattern gathered
momentum until it finally resulted in John's im-
prisonment and his grisly earthly death at the hands
of Herod.

This whole matter of John the Baptist's minis-
try as expressed in the words, "He must increase and
I must decrease" can be made to sound quite pat --
in fact, a little too pat -— as though it were all a
very simple matter for John: mno doubts, no trials,
no temptations, no struggles, no failures, no sin --
just Christ increase, John decrease.

The Apostle Paul is a similar case. He says,
"For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.'
He says he has "suffered the loss of all things and
counts them but dung, that he might win Christ."

What John and Paul say about Christ, and their
own lives in relation to Christ, is true. But we
also have to remember, for example, what Paul says
about another law, the law of sin warring against
his members and the wretchedness it brings to him
as sin gains the upperhand at times, as he says,
"The good that I would, I do not, and the evil
which I would not, that I do."

John is confessing his sins, including no doubt
also sins regarding his calling, when he says he has
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need to be baptized of Christ, that he isn't worthy
to loosen the laces of Christ's sandals, and he is
confessing his faith in Jesus as his Savior from
these sins when he points out Jesus '"as the lamb of
God which taketh away the sin of the world."

What we have then, both in the calling of John
the Baptist, and in that of the Apostle Paul, is
this great faithfulness to their divine call coupled
with 1) humble repentance over their sins, 2) faith
in Christ as their Savior, and 3) a daily striving
throughout life to be faithful and ever more faith-
ful to their calling -- John the Baptist to this
that "He must increase, and I must decrease," and
St. Paul, that Christ "might have the preeminence."
(Col. 1:18)

Now none of us is the Messiah. Nor are we John
the Baptists or Apostle Pauls, but we do gather as
those who have been brought by the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel to a confession and repentance
over our sins and to faith in Jesus Christ as our
Savior from those sins. We gather, as God's chil-
dren, His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them. We gather as servants of
Christ, ready and eager to do His will.

John the Baptist's words can therefore serve
us well as one of the guiding principles in our
life of Christian service. 'He must increase and
I must decrease."

We should not dismiss too quickly the need for
self-denial in our service to Christ, as though it
presents no great problem in our life. Pride is
deep-seated in the Christian's sinful flesh. Not
a little of the trouble which arises in the church
militant comes not from without but from within the
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Christians themselves at the expense of Christ and
the Gospel. Since we are today observing the open-
ing of the seminary, we trust no one will be offended
if we point out that the problem of pride, of self-
exaltation, is every bit as great a temptation for
the clergy as it is for the lay member. ‘

County Judge Thatcher, in Mark Twain's Adven-
tures of Tom Sawyer wasn't of the clergy, but you
might remember his visit to Sunday School anyway,
and how everybody started to 'show off" when he
arrived. Mr. Walters, the Superintendent, began
bustling around, giving orders, delivering judge-
ments and directions wherever he could find a target.
The Sunday School librarian ran around with his arms
full of books, spluttering and fussing wherever he
went. Young lady teachers bent so sweetly over the
heads of pupils that were being boxed moments earlier,
and young gentlemen teachers gave little scoldings,
etc. All the teachers seemed to find lots of busi-
ness up at the library and pulpit, and that three or
four times. In the meantime the boys and girls were
busy showing off too. And what about the good judge?
How was he reacting? Mark Twain says of him, "and
above it all the great man sat and beamed a majestic
judicial smile upon all the house, and warmed himself
in the sun of his own grandeur -- for he was 'showing
off' too." Preachers and teachers in the church can
have the same affliction.

Another idea we should get out of our heads is
that you can follow in John's footsteps of '"He must
increase and I must decrease’ by daily saying a few
pat phrases, or going through a few outward motions.
You can utter 150 "Praise the Lords" or some such
phrase every day and of itself it doesn't mean that
you are doing as John the Baptist did. You can like-
wise perform any number of good works every day, even

deprive yourself of many things, but of itself it
doesn't mean that you are following John's princi-
ple of "He must increase and I must decrease."
Whatever we do or say must come from the heart and
be a true expression of our love to Jesus as our
Savior. Anything less is hypocrisy.

As we turn to our books in the Seminary in
this new school year to learn new facts, to deepen
our knowledge of divine truth, to grow in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we also
need to give attention to our Christian life that
that too may be developed and strengthened. And
one of the things in which we must train ourselves,
by the power of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel, is
that of self-denial, of learning to give up things,
even ourselves, for the cause of Christ.

It is not an easy lesson to learn. To learn
when "giving ground" cannot be done without doing
harm to the cause of Christ, and to learn when
giving ground, "taking a back seat," as it were,
involves only a personal loss which will enhance
the cause of Christ, is something one learns slowly
during one's lifetime. But the time to start learn-—
ing is now in the seminary, if not before.

With close attention to the Means of Grace,
Word and Sacraments, not only in an academic way,
but using them in a close, personal, spiritual
way, walking in repentance and faith, we as students
and teachers in both seminary and college will grow
also in that great virtue of John the Baptist, with-
out which there can be no true service of Christ:
"He must increase, but I must decrease."

To this end may God's blessings rest on our
seminary and on our college in its new year. Amen.
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