


FOREWORD 

Seven s t u d e n t s  were g radua ted  from Bethany 
Lu theran  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary on May 1 2  of t h i s  
y e a r .  Theodore E. Aaberg, Timothy E.  E r i c k s o n ,  
Wil l iam B .  Kessel, Michael  C. K r e n t z ,  and Gay l in  
R. Schmeling r e c e i v e d  t h e  M, of  Dive d e g r e e ,  
O t t o  Trebe lhorn  and Juan Rubio r e c e i v e d  t h e  can-  
d i d a t e  of Theology Diploma. The c h a r g e  t o  t h e  
seminary  graduates, d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  seminary  
p r e s i d e n t ,  a p p e a r s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Q u a r t e r l y Y  

Also a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  is  a n  e x e g e t i c a l  
s t u d y  of Psalm 8 : 3 - 6 ,  by P r o f ,  Rudolph E, Honsey, 

An E x e g e t i c a l  s t u d y  of Mat t .  l8:15-20 by P r o f .  
J ,  B ,  Madson a p p e a r s  i n  c h i s  i s s u e .  Readers  w i l l  
r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  p a s s a g e  a s  one t h a t  i s  i n  c c n t r o -  
v e r s y  among u s ,  and ELS p a s t o r s  e s p e c i a l l y  a r e  
asked t o  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  E d i t o r ' s  
Note a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  a r t i c l e ,  

Readers  w i l l  a l s o  f i n d  a n  announcement on t h e  
1978 Lu theran  Reformat ion L e c t u r e s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  

ELS P r e s i d e n t  W e  W, B e t e r s e n  d e l e g a t e d  D r .  N, S.  
T j e r n a g e l  t o  a t t e n d  a  convoca t ion  J a n u a r y  4-6, 1978,  
a t  Concordia  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  F t ,  Wayne, 
I n d i a n a ,  on: "Lutheran C o n f e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  Contem- 
p o r a r y  Church," P r o f .  R ,  Ee Honsey a l s o  a t t e n d e d ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  ELS and Bethany Seminary,  D r .  
T j e r n a g e l "  r e p o r t  on t h e  c o n f z r e n c e  a p p e a r s  i n  
t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r l y .  

T.A.A. 
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CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES 

of 

BETHANY LUTHEM THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

May 12 ,  1978 

by: Theodore A.  Aaberg 
Seminary P r e s i d e n t  

Dear f r i e n d s  in C h r i s t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  
dear  Seminary Graduates:  

I f  t h e r e  i s  one passage of S c r i p t u r e  which, 
when i51properly p r e sen t ed ,  i s  conducive t o  p u t t i n g  
people  a t  e a s e  in Zion, It is t h i s  one from Je r e -  
miah 6:16 -- " ~ h u s  s a i t h  t h e  Lord, Stand ye  i n  t h e  
ways, and s e e ,  and ask f o r  t h e  o l d  p a t h s ,  where i s  
t h e  good way, and walk t h e r e i n ,  and ye  s h a l l  f i n d  
r e s t  f o r  your  s o u l s  ..." 

By "improperly presented1%we mean t h a t  t h e  
p a s t o r  sr t e a c h e r  p r e s e n t s  " t he  o ld  p a t h s , "  ii. e, , 
t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of S c r i p t u r e ,  a s  d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  bu t  
wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of one d o c t r i n e  
t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  d i v i n e  power which t h e s e  t r u t h s  have today ,  
By improperly  presen ted  we mean a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
p a s t o r  stresses t h e  "old1' a s  a  n o s t a l g i c  p a s t ,  
t o  t h e  n e g l e c t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e ,  

You have been taught  t h e  "old p a t h s , "  t h e  
B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e s ,  h e r e  a t  t h e  Seminary, and w e  
s a y  t h i s  wi thout  apology, You a r e  pledged,  by 
your own word, t o  t e a c h  and preach  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  
t o  your congrega t ions ,  



Permit  me b r i e f l y  t o  remind you of s e v e r a l  
t r u t h s  regard ing  t h e s e  "old paths ' '  o r  d o c t r i n e s .  

The B ib l e  i s  t h e  Word of God, i n f a l l i b l e ,  
i n e r r a n t ,  a l l -powerfu l .  To t h e  so -ca l l ed  moderns, 
t h a t  is  a  d ry ,  l i f e l e s s ,  a r c h a i c  t e ach ing ,  t o t a l l y  
inadequa te  f o r  a  dynamic church i n  ou r  day. 

But Pet  me i l l u s t r a t e  from Luther :  

Luther  speaks of a c t i o n  words and command 
words i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  

Regarding the Lord ' s  Supper t h e  a c t i o n  words 
a r e  t h o s e  t e l l i n g  us  what took p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
supper  i n  t h e  upper room, namely, t ha t  Jesus  said, 
"This i s  my body" and having spoken t h a t  d i v i n e  
word, h i s  body w a s  t r u l y  p r e s e n t .  So with t h e  
wine and h i s  blood,  

Now J e s u s  has  comanded h i s  f o l l ower s :   his 
do  .,, i n  remembrance of me," a d  t h a t  command 
word  include^ our  speaking the words of i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  over  t h e  e lements  today,  and because i t  i s  
God's Word spoken a t  God's command, then  what 
t hose  words say ,  namely, "This i s  my body" are 
e f f ec t ive  today a l s o  when t h e  o f f i c i a n t  s ays  them 
a t  a l e g i t i m a t e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Lord ' s  Supper,  
and C h r i s t 9 s  body and blood a r e  t r u l y  p r e s e n t  
a l s o  today i n  t h e  Sacrament. 

Luther  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  w i t h  s e v e r a l  examples, 
e .g . ,  a t  c r e a t i o n  God s a i d :  "Le t  t h e r e  be  a  sun 
and a  moon," and t h e r e  was a sun  and a  moon a s  he  
comanded,  But he  h a s n 9 %  comanded us  t o  speak 
t hose  words and s o  w e  can s ay  "Let t h e r e  be  a  sun 
and a moon" u n t i l  we a r e  b l u e  i n  t h e  f a c e  and 
no th ing  w i l l  happen. But Luther  s ays :  "If . . . 
we had been commanded t o  say  i t ,  then  you would 

indeed s e e  whether God i s  a l i a r ,  and whether 
t h e r e  would no t  appear  ano the r  sun were I t o  say 
t h i s  t o  a  s t a r  o r  t o  t h e  heavens,  But s i n c e  t h e r e  
i s  no such impera t ive  h e r e ,  of course  no sun 
appears"  (LW, 37: 183) .  

So too ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s '  m i r a c l e  of 
changing wate r  i n t o  wine, Luther  s ays :  "If  t h e r e  
were an impera t ive  t h a t  I should speak t o  t h e  
wate r  t h e s e  d e c l a r a t i v e  words,   his i s  wine , '  
you would s e e  indeed whether wine would no t  appear" 
(LW, 37:183). 

The same i s  t r u e  w i t h  a b s o l u t i o n ,  Jesus  t o l d  
Mary Magdalene: "Your s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven . "  That 
i s  a d e c l a r a t i v e .  Now i f  P e t e r  o r  Pau l  say t o  a  
p e n i t e n t  s i n n e r ,  "Your s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven , "  t h a t  
i s  simply a d e c b a r a t i v e ,  "neve r the l e s s , "  L u t h e r  
s ays ,  " t he  s i n s  a r e  fo rg iven  as t h e  words d e c l a r e ,  
because i t  i s  embraced and commanded i n  an  impera- 
t i v e ,  s i n c e  C h r i s t  s a y s  i n  t h e  l a s t  chap t e r  of 
John (29:22f) ,  ' ~ e c e i v e  t h e  Holy Spirit. I f  you 
f o r g i v e  t h e  s i n s  of any, '  e t c e V 9  (LW, 37:183). 

And s o  t h e  Lutheran Confessions can t r u t h f u l l y  
say: "It i s  n o t  t h e  v o i c e  o r  word of t h e  man who 
speaks i t ,  b u t  i t  is  t h e  Word of God, who f o r g i v e s  
s i n ,  f o r  i t  i s  spoken i n  God's s t e a d  and by God's 
command . . . W e  a l s o  t e a c h  t h a t  God r e q u i r e s  u s  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  a b s o l u t i o n  a s  much a s  i f  w e  heard 
God's v o i c e  from heaven . . ." (Augs. Conf., 
A r t ,  XXV, 3-4, Tappert  e d , ,  pp. 61-62). 

'That's how a l i v e  and powerful  ~ o d %  Word i s  
today,  and a s  f o r  c a l l i n g  i t  an  "old path"  i t  is  
o l d  on ly  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  God i n  His g r a c e  ha s  
g iven  H i s  Word down through t h e  ages  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  day. 


















































































