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FOREWORD

Seven students were graduated from Bethany
Lutheran Theological Seminary omn May 12 of this
year. Theodore E. Aaberg, Timothy E. Erickson,
William B. Kessel, Michael C. Krentz, and Gaylin
R. Schmeling received the M. of Div. degree.

Otto Trebelhorn and Juan Rubio received the can-
didate of Theology Diploma. The charge to the
seminary graduates, delivered by the seminary
president, appears in this issue of the Quarterly.

Also appearing in this issue is an exegetical
study of Psalm 8:3-6, by Prof. Rudolph E. Honsey.

An Fxegetical study of Matt. 18:15-20 by Prof.
J. B. Madson appears in this issue. Readers will
recognize this passage as one that is in contro-
versy among us, and ELS pastors especially are
asked to pay particular attention to the Editor’s
Note at the beginning of the article.

Readers will also find an announcement on the
1978 Lutheran Reformation Lectures in this issue.

ELS President W. W. Petersen delegated Dr. N. S.
Tjernagel to attend a convocation January 4-6, 1978,
at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana, on: ''Lutheran Confessions in the Contem-
porary Church.'" Prof. R. E. Honsey also attended,
representing the ELS and Bethany Seminary. Dr.
Tjernagel's report on the conference appears in
this issue of the Quarterly.
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CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
of
BETHANY LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
May 12, 1978

by: Theodore A. Aaberg
Seminary President

Dear friends in Christ, and especially,
dear Seminary Graduates:

If there is one passage of Scripture which,
when Improperly presented, is conducive to putting
people at ease in Zion, it is this one from Jere-
miah 6:16 -- "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest for your souls .,."

By "improperly presented" we mean that the
pastor or teacher presents 'the old paths,” i.e.,
the doctrines of Scripture, as divine truth, but
without reference to the relation of one doctrine
to the other, and especially without reference
to the divine power which these truths have today.
By improperly presented we mean also that the
pastor stresses the "old" as a nostalgic past,
to the neglect of the present and the future.

You have been taught the '"old paths," the
Biblical doctrines, here at the Seminary, and we
say this without apology. You are pledged, by
your own word, to teach and preach these doctrines
to your congregations.



Permit me briefly to remind you of several
truths regarding these '"old paths" or doctrines.

The Bible is the Word of God, infallible,
inerrant, all-powerful. To the so-called moderns,
that is a dry, lifeless, archaic teaching, totally
inadequate for a dynamic church in our day.

But let me illustrate from Luther:

Luther speaks of action words and command
words in Scripture.

Regarding the Lord's Supper the action words
are those telling us what took place in the fir§t
supper in the upper room, namely, that Jesus said,
"This is my body" and having spoken that divine
word, his body was truly present. So with the
wine and his blood.

Now Jesus has commanded his followers: ''This
do ... in remembrance of me," and that command
word includes our speaking the words of insti?Um
tion over the elements today, and because it is
God's Word spoken at God's command, then what
those words say, namely, "This is my body" are
effective today also when the officiant says them
at a legitimate celebration of the Lord's Supper,
and Christ's body and blood are truly present
also today in the Sacrament.

Luther illustrates this with several examples,
e.g., at creation God said: '"Let there be a sun
and a moon," and there was a sun and a moon as he
commanded. But he hasn't commanded us to speak
those words and so we can say ''Let there be a sun
and a moon" until we are blue in the face and
nothing will happen. But Luther says: "If . . .
we had been commanded to say it, then you would

indeed see whether God is a liar, and whether
there would not appear another sun were I to say
this to a star or to the heavens. But since there
is no such imperative here, of course no sun
appears" (LW, 37:183).

So too, in reference to Jesus' miracle of
changing water into wine, Luther says: "If there
were an imperative that I should speak to the
water these declarative words, 'This is wine,’
you would see indeed whether wine would not appear"
(IW, 37:183).

The same is true with absolution. Jesus told
Mary Magdalene: '"Your sins are forgiven.!" That
is a declarative. Now if Peter or Paul say to a
penitent sinner, 'Your sins are forgiven,'" that
is simply a declarative, 'mevertheless," Luther
says, ''the sins are forgiven as the words declare,
because it is embraced and commanded in an impera-
tive, since Christ says in the last chapter of
John (20:22f), "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any,' etc." (LW, 37:183).

And so the Lutheran Confessions can truthfully
say: "It is not the voice or word of the man who
speaks it, but it is the Word of God, who forgives
sin, for it is spoken in God's stead and by God's
command . . . We also teach that God requires us
to believe this absolution as much as if we heard
God's voice from heaven . . ." (Augs. Conf.,

Art. XXV, 3-4, Tappert ed., pp. 61-62).

That's how alive and powerful God's Word is
today, and as for calling it an "old path" it is
old only in the sense that God in His grace has
given His Word down through the ages to the
present day.



























































































































