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'FOREWORD

We are very pleased to bring you in this issue
of the Quarterly the three essays and the two
responses to the essays delivered at Bethany's
Annual Reformation Lectures, Cctober 27-28, 1977.

1977 marked the Tenth Anniversary of the
Reformation Lectures, which are co-sponsored by
Bethany Lutheran Theclogical Seminary and Bethany
Lutheran College.

Prof. Kurt E. Marquardt, Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, delivered the lecture
series on The Doctrine of Justification. (Prof.
Marquardt had been the lecturer at the first Ref-
ormation Lectures in 1967, while a pastor in
Australia.)

Prof. Arnold J. Koelpin, Dr. Martin Luther
College, New Ulm, Minunesota, and Prof. Erling T.
Teigen, Bethany Lutheran College, served as
reactors.

We commend these essays and responses te you
for your earnest study, with the prayer that vour
faith, and the faith of those who hear you, may
be truly edified by them.

T.AA.
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The 1977 Reformation Lectures

Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary
Bethany Lutheran College
Mankato, Minnesota

October 27-28, 1977

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION

Prof. Kurt E. Marquardt

Concordia Theological Seminary
Ft. Wayne, Indiana

Lecture I: Justification Today

A. The Ecumenical Appearance

Warren Quanbeck has written:

1. "The doctrine of justification by faith was
the subject of furious controversy in the
16th century. Theologians of both traditions can
agree today because of the contribution of bibli-
cal and historical studies. . . Today biblically
informed theologians in both traditions can agree

on the teaching of the New Testament concerning
justification by grace through faith, and can
agree on theological formulations of the doctrine
without denying or betraying their theological
heritage. That this agreement is not known or
acknowledged by every theologian and churchman in
both traditions is not disproof of the statement
but only testifies to the time lag between the

work of specialists and more popular presentations.
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2. In other words, there is a Roman Catholic/

Lutheran convergence today on justification.
Qut of the total material, we shall select two
books in particular, commenting on certain issues
raised there: (1) Hans Kling, Rechtfertigung
(1957) (2) Vinzenz Phnllr, Einig In Der Rechtfer-
tigungslehre? (1970).

3. Kling's famous book seeks to establish a basic

harmony between Karl Barth and the Council of
Trent on Justification. Since Barth consciously
departs from Luther and the Reformation on this
issue, the discussion is not directly relevant.
Yet both Barth and Klng make many very evangeli-
cal statements. And the Council of Trent is
given a startlingly "evangelical’ dinterpretation.
Or at least that is the impression. Yet Kueng

approves very much of Cardinal Newman's Lectures

on Justification, which are anti-Lutheran, though
partly based on misunderstanding. Klng, too,

(p. 274 £f) is able to show that Barth is not
alone but represents a generval shift of Protes-
tants away from pure juridical imputation to
actual renewsl as part of justification. Kling
expresses the doubt, however, whether the Refor-
mation originally really taught the purely impu-
tative view at all. His basic conclusion:

""The Protestants speak of declaring
righteous, and the /Roman/ Catholics
of making righteous. But the Protes-
tants speak of declaring righteous,
which includes making vighteous, and
the /Roman/ Catholics of making
righteous, which presupposes the
declaring righteous” (p. 218).

4, Much more exciting, from a Lutheran point of

view, is the painstaking dissertation by
Phnuer, also a Roman Catholic scholar. He limits
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his study to the justification controversy imme-
diately surrounding the Augsburg Confession and
the Apology, up to the yvear 1535. The point:

both sides were largely fighting straw men. The
Lutherans quite legitimately rejected the Pela-
gianising excrescences of the late, decadent
stages of scholasticism, especially in its Scotist
and Ockhamist forms, and especially as represented
by Gabriel Biel, whose formulations, verbatim, are
rejected in the Apology. But, says Pfnuer, by the
time of 1530, none of the Roman theologians who
opposed the Lutherans held to Biel's views or
defended them. (Is not such a quick and dramatic
change somewhat of a historical mystery, if true?)
However, Eck and company in turn were reacting

not to Luther's and Melanchthon's mature formula-
tions—-say the Augustana and the Apology them-
selves, but to very early, unguarded, "extremist"
statements, especially by Luther, long since left
behind. Pfnuer presents an extremely sympathetic
understanding of the Lutheran view, and since, on
the Roman side, he is talking not about the Coun-
cil of Trent but about the view of individual
controversialists, he is able to deal with them
more objectively and critically than Kueng was
able to do in respect of the official, Triden-—
tine definitions.

B. Analysis 1: Trent Revisited

5. What really were the specific points of dif-
ference over justification, and what stand
did the Council of Trent actually take? My major
resource here is the critical, though pro-Roman
Catholic history of the Council by Hubert Jedin
(Geschichte des Konzils von Trient), (available
in English), of which 3 volumes have so far
appeared (1951, 1957, 1970). Martin Chemnitz
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