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to a head when Duke George of the Duchy of Saxony
demanded that all of the New Testament transla-
tions which Luther had done were to be delivered
into the hands of the officials. After Luther had
preached several sermons on these issues, he pub~
lished them in this little treatise, Secular Author-
ity. On the basis of Scripture he dealt with the
basic issues of where does the goverument derive

its power? What are its limits? What are its

power functions?

30. Luther begins by asserting the divine origin
of temporal authority, that it is clear from
Scripture that it is God's will that the temporal
sword be used for the punishment of the wicked
and the protection of the upright (LW 45, 87).
God's people, true believers in the Kingdom of
God, to be sure, need no temporal law or sword
because the law is laid down for the lawless
(LW 45, 90). UNevertheless there is need for a
different government "beyond the Christian estate
and the Kingdom of God" because there are ''few
true believers and still fewer who live a Chris-
tian life."” Hence it was necessary for God to
ordain two governments and onme must carefully
distinguish between these two governments. Both
must be permitted to remain, the one to produce
righteousness and the other to bring about exter-
nal peace and prevent evil deeds (LW 45, 92).

31. The Christian must make himself available

for governmental services even to the extent
of being "hangman,''’because this is very "benefi-
cial for the whole world and your neighbor'; he,
of course, would not be doing that for the purpose
of avenging himself but for the good of the neigh-
bor: "In what concerns you and yours, you govern
yourself by the Gospel and suffer injustice to-
wards yourself as a true Christian; in what con-
cerns the person or property of others, you govern
yourself according to love and tolerate no injustice
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“and bishops, will see what fools tl

toward your neighbor.. The Gospel does not forbid
this; in fact, in other places, it actually com-
mands it." (LW 45, 95, 96). While it is true that
there may be a certain freedom as to when the use
of the sword is to be applied, '“but where you see
that your neighbor needs it, there love constrains
you to do as a matter of necessity that which

would otherwise be optional and not necessary for
you either to do or to leave undone™ (LW 45, 98).

32, How far does temporal authority extend? WNo
farther, answers Luther, than to life and
property and external affairs on earth. If it
presumes to rule over the soul and prescribe laws
in this area, it encroaches upon God's government:
"We want to make this so clear that everyone will
grasp it, and that our fine gentlemen, the princes
3 =y are when they
seek to coerce the people with their laws and com-
mandments into believing this or that' (LW 45, 105).
Over what 1s on earth and belongs to the temporal
earthly kingdom, man has authority from God (Gene-
sis 1:26), but whatever belongs to heaven and the
external kingdom is exclusively under the Lord of
heaven. Peter clearly sets a limit to the tem-
poral authority in Acts 5:29, because if we had
to do everything that the temporal authority
wanted, there would have been no point in Peter
saying: "We must obey God rather than men.,"
(Lw 45, 111).

33. Luther then takes up a case in point. In

1522 the Duke of Bavaria had issued a mandate
forbidding his subjects to read or discuss Luther's
books., And, as I have already noted, Duke George
of Saxony had proscribed Luther's New Testament
translation, demanding that all the copies already
out be turned over to the officials. Luther’s ad-
vice is: "If vour prince or temporal ruler com-
mands you to side with the Pope, to believe thus
and so, or to get rid of certain books, you should
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