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.. ~;:d - ~ s s i g r l m e ~ l t  giver1 t o  me ljy t h e  Conference 
i 5 : 2 i,i-i ef euezc t  ic:r 1 s t ~ ~ l y  of  S c r i p t u r e  pas- 
snpcs ilc:ll ng \iitI; t h e  beginnin:; o f  l i f e  and a l ~ o r -  
t i a r l  2nd ,.tn e x a ~ i n r r t i o n  of  w l ~ a t  r o l e  t:le ciiurcll 
should play i n  a s s e r t i r l g  a furldamental C h r i s t i a n  
ii;ornliT:r o : ~  t h e  s t a t e . "  Tn tile l i g h t  o f  tlir r e c e n t  
St~yrcrne Conrt  deci s i or! t o  n 1 lo!+ a b o r t  i on-011-demand 
;1 G l r t l r e r  stucly "la>. seen! ahout as i l s ~ f u l  as rcacl- 
iiis f i  r s t - a i t l  p rocedures  f o r  a r t i f i  c i a 1  r e s p i r a t i o n  
t1 ; r .e~ clays a f t e r  t l ic  f u n e r ; ~ l  of  yolm droluned f r i e n d .  
?'he f a c t  i s , iloricver , ti13 t tllis s t u d y  i s more impor- 
t a n t  norz tila11 ever .  \ce lmve no c h o i c e  ? jut  t o  
f a c e  tile pro1)lcnr and t o  conic t o  some Fir111 d e c i s i o n ,  
f o r  no\< a b o r t i o n  i s  a v a i 1 a l ) l e  t o  a l l  and cotlld well * '  

hecorilc as conwlon i n  o u r  c o n , n r c z a t i o n s  3s o t l l e r  - 
' f f a ~ ~ i  pro1)lcms. I t  

l'iictre i s  ~lcl-)l orcll)lc i griorance r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
yen1 f a c t s  ahou t  a b o r t i o n .  lllc t y p i c a l  p rcgnan t  
tiolnnn i s  c l i x r a c t c r i z c d  by t h c  main c h n r a c t c r ,  l lc len,  
i r, t h e  I~ool; ACORTION : 'TI11, AGCNTZING 1)ECISION: 

. . . I  suppose t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
want t o  krlo1.r t h e  f a c t s  about a l lo r t i  on. I j u s t  
wanted sor;ie k ind  d o c t o r  t o  p u t  me t o  s l e e p ,  g e t  
on r C i t ! l  t h e  job,  and wal,c mc up \\illen i t  was a l l  
o v e r .  Then I would t r y  t o  walk away j u s t  a s  i f  
not l l ing had  ilnppened. 1 

A f t e r  I!elcn had l e a r n e d  more abou t  a b o r t i o n  
from a t  t end ing  n one-day c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  subj  e c t  
slic saicl : 
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a decision t o  seer, abo r t i on  i s  a decisien t o  t ake  
1 i f e  . . .Tile f r i  erlcfs ttr'i t l l  E ~ f l ~ l i l  T I I ~ ~ J C  t a l k e d  fl;lvc 
made i t  seen  8 \.cry t r i v i a l  matter. I knew tllej. 
wcrc wrong, and I t h i n k  they  L n c ~  they were 
wrung, I t  toas 3 k i n d  of  game t c r  t r e a t  t h e  t ~ h o l c  
t h i n p  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  s o  as t o  avoid t h e  r e a l  an- 
guislr  t h a t  i s  involved.  I t  wouldn 't t.rork -- 
I ' d  onLr go through t h e  anguish a f te rward  any- 
way.. .: 

"Supe r f i c i a l l y "  i s  t h e  way tlrc s u b j e c t  is + 

t r e a t e d  on t h e  street l e v e l .  The average person 
i s  l cd  t o  t h i n k  o f  a b o r t i o n  as removing a p i e c e  o f  
t i s s u e  frm a paor g i r l  rzha ha s  been raped.  We 
s h a l l  s c e  from a more thorough s tudy  of t h e  m a t t e r  
t h a t  much more is involved .  'I'he f a c t  t h a t  Planned 
Parenthood o f  iziinnesota cs t i rna tcs  bctwcen lf),00(1 
and 15,0130 a b o r t i o n s  will be performed i n  ? l i m e -  
s o t a  i n  1973 s l~ori ld  a l e r t  u s  t h a t  sometking more 
i s  going on. (Robert K.  FIcCoy, head of iltinnesotrrts 
on ly  a b o r t i o n  c l i n i c  and vocal  advoca te  of f i b e r a 1  
a b o r t i o n ,  c s t i n i a t e s  t h e  ntfn~bcr w i f  1 be  15,000 t o  
16,000, ?'he Popula t ion  Cormcil e s t i m a t e s  1 .6  m l l -  
l i c n  a b o r t i o n s  w i l l  be done i n  the tl, S. du r ing  
1073.)  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  tllc churches  are n o t  speaking 
c l e a r l y  on t h e  i s s u e  e i t h e r .  In  I970 t h e  United 
P re sby t e r i an  Chrlrcit and the United Methodist  Gerr-  
era1 Conference dec l a r ed  t h c  abo r t i on  problem t o  
be a pe r sona l  d e c i s i o n .  Other  church bodies  have 
followed t h e i r  l e a d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  light of t h e  
1973 Supreme Court  d e c t s i o n  (Roe V s .  Wade). On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  several  church bodies  wkicfr 
have been unbending i n  t h e i r  oppos i t i on  t o  ahor- 
t i a n .  The Roman churcll i s  by no means unanimously 
agreed on a b o r t i o n ,  bu t  o f f i c i a l l y  it opposes it 
wi thau t  cmpromise .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  about 
t h e  abo r t i on  q u e s t i o n  is  t h a t  i t  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  
i s s u e ,  Opinion does n o t  d i v i d e  i n t o  rhe t rad i -  
t i o n a l  s t c r e o t y p e s  l i k e  l i b e r a l / c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  Pro t -  
cstant/l<oman Catha l i  c ,  e t c .  
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Though t h i s  d e p a r t s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  a s s ign -  
ment, t h e  aim of t h i s  survey w i l l  be  t o  acqua in t  
p a s t o r s  and church l e a d e r s  wi th  some o f  t h e  impl ica-  
t i o n s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  abo r t i on  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  hope 
t h a t  t hey  w i l l  do much more s tudy  and be a b l e  t o  
h e l p  inform o t h e r s .  Ignorance and i n a c t i o n  may be 
the  g r e a t e s t  enemy of  t h e  unborn. The au tho r  does 
not  p re tend  t o  cover  a l l  t h e  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  t h e  
abo r t i on  drama. Nor does he  c la im i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l l  
t h e  problems. Anyone s tudying  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  soon 
l~umbled and hence cau t i ous .  

I ,  PJHkT 2&E WE TALKING ABOUT WtiEN WE SAY "ABORTIONg'? 

In  o r d e r  t o  unders tand t h e  s u b j e c t  it i s  most 
h e l p f u l  t o  have a  b a s i c  knowledge of  t h e  "Story of  
Life." !Ve will n o t  d e a l  with t h e  r ep roduc t ive  
a s p e c t .  We w i l l  assume t h e  sperm and ovum have 
un i ted  i n  t h e  f a l l o p i a n  tube.  Tllc p roces s  o f  grow- 
i ng  beg ins  a t  once. 'The new c e l l  i s  c a l l e d  a zygote 
( t ' jo ined t ' )  . Although we speak o f  t h e  sperm u n i t i n g  
wi th  t h e  ovum (egg) ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t o  t h e  ~ l u c l e u s  
of the ovum t h a t  it i s  jo ined .  The nuc leus  i s  about 
t h e  same s ize  a s  t h e  sperm. Thc rest  o f  t h e  ovum i s  
t h e  food supply which t h e  newly-formed zygote w i l l  
u s e  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  few days.  About t h e  f i f t h  day 
t l ie zygote should a r r i v e  i n  t h e  u t e r u s  (womb) where 
i t  will seek t o  i ~ n p l a n t  i t s e l f  t o  draw nourislrlment 
from t h e  r i c h  l i n i n g  of t h e  womb. A t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
c o n t a c t  between the mother and t h e  baby, a  s p e c i a l  
organ,  c a l l e d  t h e  p l a c e n t a ,  i s  formed. Because t h e  
baby e n t e r s  a new s t a g e  when i t  e n t e r s  t h e  u t e r u s ,  
it i s  g iven  a  new name, b l a s t o c y s t .  Two weeks a f t e r  
concept ion a  t h i r d  name i s  g iven ,  emhrj70, and a f t e r  
two rr~ontlls a f o u r t h  name, f e t u s .  Although each of  
t h e s e  names denotes  a d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e  of develop- 
ment, t h e  term " f e t u s w  u s u a l l y  i s  used i n  a wider  
sense  t o  cover  t h e  t i m c  from concept ion t o  b i r t h .  
We w i l l  u s e  i t  i n  t h i s  wider  s ense  throughout t h i s  
paper .  

During t h e  imp lan t a t i on  s t a g e  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  
ope ra t i on  i n  p rog re s s .  A s o r t  of ba l l oon  c a l l e d  
t h e  amnio t ic  s a c  (bag of  wate rs )  i s  be ing  formed 
around t h e  baby where he w i l l  f l o a t  f r e e l y .  The 


















































