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APORTTION

IXAMTNDD TN THE LIGIHT OF SCRIPTURE*

ih¢ assignment given to me by the Conference
is: "a brief exegetical study of Scripture pas-
sages dealing with the beginning of life and abor-
tion and an examination of what role the church
should play in asserting a fundamental Christian
morality on the state." 1In the light of the recent
Supreme Court decision to allow abortion-on-demand
a further study may seem ahout as useful as read-
ing first-aid procedures for artificial respiration
three days after the funeral of your drowned friend.
The. fact is, however, that this study is more impor-
tant now than ever. !ow we have no choiece but to’
face the problem and to come to some firm decision,”
for now abortion is available to all and could wéll~
becone as -common in our LOH“T(”AllOﬂS as other -
"family problems.’

There is deplorable ignorance regarding the
real facts about abortion. The typical pregnant
woman 1s characterized by the main character, Helen,
in the book ABORTION: THI AGCNIZING DECISION:

..I suppose the truth is that I really didn't
want to know the facts about abortion. I just
wanted some kind doctor to put me to. sleep, get
on with the job, and wake me up when it was all
over. Then I would try to walk away just as if
nothing had happened. '

After Helen had learned more about abortion
from attending a one-day conference on the subject
she said:

* Prepared as an assignment for the Southwest and
Central Pastoral Conference, LLS March 26, 27,
1973



- The big one (fact which disturbed me) was that
a decision to seeck abortion is a decisien to take
life...The friends with whom 1 have talked have

made it seem a very trivial matter. T knew they .

were wrong, and I think they knew they were
wrong. It was a kind of game teo treat the wholc
thing superficially so as to aveid the real an-
guish that is involved. It wouldn't work --

1'd only go through the angmish afterward any-
way. ..

"Superficially' is the way the subject is
treated on the strect level. The average person
is led to think of abortion as removing a piecc of
tissue from a poor girl who has been raped. We
shall see from a more thorough study of the matter
that much more is involved. The fact that Planncd
Parenthood of Minnesota cstimates between 10,000
and 15,000 abortions will be performed in ‘inne-
sota in 1973 should alert us that something more
is going on. (Rebert W. McCoy, head of ilinnesota's
only abortion elinic and vocal advocate of liberal
abortion, estimates the number will be 15,000 to
16,000. . The Population Council estimates 1.6 mil-
lion abortions will be done in the U. S. during
1973.) 3 '

Unfortunately, the churches are not speaking
clearly on the issue either. 1In 1970 the United
Presbyterian Church and the United Methodist Gen-
eral Conference declared the abortion problem teo
be a personal decision. 4 Other- church bodies have
followed their lead, especially in the light of the
1973 Supreme Court decision (Roe Vs. Wade). On the
other hand, therc are several church bodies which
have been unbending in their opposition to abor-
tion. The Roman church is by ne means unanimously
agreed on abortion, but officially it opposes it
without compromise. An interesting thing about
the abortion question is that it is an individual
issue. Opinion does not divide into the tradi-
tional stereotypes like liberal/conservative, Prot-
estant/Roman Cathalic, etc.
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Though this departs from the original assign-
ment, the aim of this survey will be to acquaint
pastors and church leaders with some of the implica-
tions of the present abortion situation in the hope
that they will do much more study and be able to
help inform others. Ignorance and inaction may be
the greatest enemy of the unborn. The author does
not pretend to cover all the implications of the
abortion drama. Nor does he claim insight into all
the problems. Anyone studying this subject is soon
humbled and hence cautious.

I. WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT WHEN WE SAY "ABORTION"?

In order to understand the subject it is most
helpful to have a basic knowledge of the "'Story of
Life." We will not deal with the reproductive
aspect. We will assume the sperm and ovum have
united in the fallopian tube. The process of grow-
ing begins at once. The new cell is called a zygote
(""joined'"). Although we speak of the sperm uniting
with the ovum (egg), it is actually to the nucleus
of the ovum that it is joined. The nucleus is about
thc same size as the sperm. The rest of the ovum is
the food supply which the newly-formed zygote will
use during the first few days. About the fifth day
the zygote should arrive in the uterus (womb) where
it will seek to implant itself to draw nourishment
from the rich lining of the womb. At the point of
contact between the mother and the baby, a special
organ, called the placenta, is formed. Because the

~~baby enters a new stage when it enters the uterus,

it is given a new name, blastocyst. Two weeks after
conception a third name 1is given, embryo, and after
two months a fourth name, fetus. Although each of
these names denotes a different stage of develop-
ment, the term "fetus' usually is used in a wider
sense to cover the time from conception to birth.

We will use it in this wider sense throughout this
paper.

During the implantation stage there is another
operation in progress. A sort of balloon called
the amniotic sac (bag of waters) is being formed
around the baby where he will float freely. The
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