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g his tenure at Wittenberg Luther was both
teacher and counselor to thousands of students. Both
students and friends sat at his table listening to

his counsel on all manner of questions and issues.

The published ""Table Talks" are evidence of the Re-
former's wide-ranging interests and the numerous ques-
tions on which he was prepared to give counsel in his
generous concern for everyone's problems.

We see his approving presence at an initiation
ceremony for new students at Wittenberg. Theodore
G. Tappert (1959) describes the proceedings:

The fledglings were called ‘yellow bills' who
needed to be tamed before they could become ac-
cepted members of the academic community. After
they had submitted to humiliating harassments,
horns which had previously been attached to the
students' heads were removed, salt was sprinkied
on them in token of their need to be preserved from
corruption, wine was poured on their heads to mark
their entrance upon a new and more exalted kind of
life, and finally they were "absolved," as it was
called, from their low estate. Luther was invited
to such ceremonies and often participated in them.
On one of the occasions when (Luther) addressed

entering students (he said): "This ceremony is in-
tended to make you humble, so that you may not be
haughty and arrogant and given to wickedness. Such

vices are monsters with horns, and these are not
becoming to men and students. Therefore, humble
yourselves. Learn to be patient., You will be sub-
ject to molestations all your 1life. When vou hold
important offices in the future, burglers, peasants,
noblemen, and your wives will harass you in various
ways. When this happens, do not become impatient.
Bear you cross and your troubles with equanimity and
without murmuring. Remember that you were initiated
into trouble in Wittenberg. Say that you first began

to be "hazed" in Wittenbcrg when you were a young
man. Now that you are more distinguished, say that
you have more grievous vexations to bear. So this
your "disposition" is only a symbol of human life
in all its troubles and castigations.' (p,4)

We hear Luther's admonitions toward proper decorum
at university dances and his severe reproof of a neg-
ligent student: "I shall not hear more of this, nor
shall I suffer such an example of disobedience in my
house or at my table, even if you possessed the wealth
of a Count. Pay heed to what I say, for I shall not
stand for such conduct from you or anybody else' (Quoted
in Tappert, p.17). We hear the Reformer complaining that
"we have a large number of young men from a variety of
lands and the girls have become bold, run after the fel-
lows in their rooms and wherever else they can, and of-
fer them their love gratis" (in Tappert, p.14). Luther
writes to a worried mother: "Your son John is attached
by a great love to an honorable girl here . . ., . 1
am unwilling to see his hope turn to ashes. The girl
pleases him very much, her station in life is not un-
like his, and she is, besides, a pivus girl of an hon-
orable family . . . It therefore behooves you, as a
loving mother, to give your consent'" (in Tappert, p.15).
Luther diagnosed the illness of one of his students
in these words: "The reason for your illness is love.
Studying seldom has this effect" (in Tappert, p.14).
On another occasion the reformer ruefully "observed that
many of the students have rejoiced over rumors of the
plague, for some have developed sores from carrying
their schoolbags, some have acquired colic from their
books, some have developed scabs on the fingers with
which they write, some have picked up goutiness from
their papers, and many have found their ink to be get-
ting mouldy. In addition, they have devoured letters
from their mothers and these have made them hearsick and
homesick' (In Tappert, pp.17-18).
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