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Confession demand that church government is bound to
the confession of the Lutheran Church?" This, of
course, had to be answered in the positive, and he
did so. He showed that you cannot maintain the pure
preaching of the Gospel and the pure administration
of the sacraments unless you have a church govern-
ment which sees to it that this is being done, which
puts the pastors in the right places and which sees
to it that they stick to their doctrine. They de-
cided on the basis of this and some other essays to
found a federation. And so, the Allegemeine Evan-
gelisch-Lutherische Konferenz came into existence.
There were people trom Scandinavia present. and at
once they took up connections with America. In
America the General Council had just been formed.
This is the beginning of the Lutheran ecumenicism,
so to speak.

In the year 1867, the Anglicans had held their
first Lambeth Conference. 1In the following year
Lutherans in Germany and Scandinavia and America
{Krauth and his friends in the General Council)
formed this first great work of bringing together
the Lutherans of the worid with the intention of
preserving the Lutheran church as church. Harless,
who was one of the leading churchmen in those years,
had formulated this several times. He once wrote to
Bismarck, after the victories of 1870 and when the
new German Reich was being formed, asking that the
new German constitution should confirm, as all pre-
vious constitutions, the peace of Augsburg and the
peace of testphalia and thus secure the rights of
the churches of the Reformation in Germany. Bis-
marck did not answer. At that time statesmen would
not stoop to answer the letter of a churchman. In
this letter Harless said that if this was not done,
the danger would be that Lutheranism would cease to
exist as church anc would be tolerated only as a
school of thought within the union churches. To
prevent this these men formed the Allgemeine Evan-
gelisch-Lutherische Konferenz. Luthardt, professor
at Leipzig, was entrusted with a new church paper

which was then started, die Allgemeine Evangelisch-
Lutherische Kirchenzeitung. This organization ex-
isted till recent times and was then transformed
into the First World Convention. But you cannot
understand this without knowing its history. Many
decades of faithful confession and faithful fight
for the Lutheran church were necessary. It was a
fight which tried to preserve the great achieve-
ment of the Lutheran awakening of the nineteenth
century. In the beginning of the nineteenth century
Lutheranism as church was dead. Rationalism was
prevailing and there were remnants of Pietism. But,
there were no confessional Lutherans and only slow-
ly, since 1817, did the Lutheran revival begin with
the Jubilee of the Reformation and the Jubilee of
the Augsburg Confession in 1830.

At the same time, all over Europe, the idea of the
church was awakening; for instance, in England the
Oxford movement in 1833: in the Reformed Churches
of the Netherlands and Switzerland the form=tion of
the first free churches which wanted to be indepen-
dent from a state which threatened the doctrine of
the church. In Scotland in 1843 a great disruption
came when parliament in London decided against a law
which would give the churches of Scotland their old
rights, the right of the parishes to have a decisive
vote in appointing the pastors. This was rejected
by the British Parliament. The General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland was just in session and when
the news from London came the majority said: "you
must accept it in the interest of keeping the church
for the Scottish people." The minority said, "we
can't: this is against the confession of the
church." And so, forty per cent, almost 500 pastors
of the Church of Scotland, left the church, left the
general assembly, left their manses, left every-
thing. And in a year's time five hundred new
churches had been built in Scotland. This is the
great story of the Free Kirk of Scotland, which with
reunion with the mother church has since died. Now,
we have the same thing in Germany; only the free



churches are small. But here in America your
churches, all your churches, Tive by the heritage of
this great awakening of the Lutheran church.

Remember also the situation of the General Synod,
around 1820, '21 and '22, when it was established.
Lutheranism in America in the Eastern states was
what we would call unionistic, very weak and influ-
%rced by Pietism. Halle had sent the preac rs,
many Q?Qﬁiﬁ%fga and it was this
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due to these endeavors. The Lutheran Church in Ger
many has fought for its existence for generataons,
When after the First World War the great re-organi-
zation was necessary, the question again arose; "a
church for the German protestants in the national
interest." The Lutherans objected that it was not
possible. Instead, they were satisfied in 1922 with
establishing the Deutsche Evangelische Kirchenbund;:
the old Konferenz was then transformed into a feder-
ation of the evangelical churches.
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Now, such a federation was necessary and cannot be
objected to if the aims are limited according to the
confessions. In Germany, for instance, one of the
great problems was Luther's Bible. The principle of
Luther's Bibie transiation was that this fransiation
must always be improved and must remain what it was
intended ¢ be--a true transiation. Duing his whole
1ife time Luther worked on improvements. He had nis
own Bible commission, vou know, and it was against

“his will that later the Bible fext was reprinted

without revisions. Revisions are necessary. For ex-
ampie, passages iike the comma Jghanneum must not
appear in a Lutheran Bible. For me. it is one of the
5traﬂgest things in my 1ife that I came from Germany,
rom the and of the Luther Bible, to the English
~reaxeﬁg wor id whefe they used an un-Lutheran Bible,
wh ere Malachi is followed by Matthew. A Lutheran
ibie contains the Apocrypha, in smaller print. A
siﬁaran Bible must correct mistakes and there are
sbvious mistakes. Take, for instance, the passage in
:;he@%aﬁg Z, "Christ Toved the church and cleansed it
oy -the water with the word."” The King James says "of
water by the word"--Calvinism! Revisions were made
zince ihe end of the century, but the fext used in
the churches has remained. Would it not have been a
task for the Lutheran churches in the Inglish speak-
ing world to create a Lutheran Bible transiation?
We have not done this, 30 we use the Engiish versions
which we have. 2ut I mention this only as a case
where cooperation between Lutheran churches is
possible. In Germany, this had to pe done with the
union churches, so the Deutsche Evangelische Kirchen-
Alsace and the Eisenach Konferenz saw to it that
this was done. And this has to pe done, just as in
Brazil; when the Protestant churches had tc have a
new Bible translation in Portuguese, they all co-
operated, from the Baptists to the Missourians. This
is possible and is not only cooperation in externals,
because the Bible is God's Word and it is least co-

operatio circa sacra to speak with the church canon-
15t of previous times.
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