




Confession demand t h a t  church government i s  bound t o  
t h e  con fess ion  o f  t h e  Lutheran Church?" Th is ,  o f  
course, had t o  be answered i n  t h e  p o s i t i v e ,  and he 
d i d  so. He showed t h a t  you cannot ma in ta i n  t h e  pure 
p reach ing  o f  t h e  Gosoel and t h e  pure a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  sacraments un less you have a church govern- 
ment which sees t o  i t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  be ing  done, which 
p u t s  t h e  pas to rs  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p laces and which sees 
t o  i t  t h a t  t hey  s t i c k  t o  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e .  They de- 
c i ded  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  and some o t h e r  essays t o  
found a f e d e r a t i o n ,  And so, t h e  

came 
There were ~ e a ~ l e  t rom Scandinavia oresent ,  and a t  
once t hey  took  up connect ions w i t h  America, In 
America t h e  General Csunci? had j u s t  been formed. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  Lutheran ecumenicism, 
so t o  speak, 

i n  t h e  yea r  1567, t h e  Angl icans had h e l d  t h e i r  
f i r s t  Lambeth Conference. I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
Lutherans i n  Germany and Scandinavia and America 
(Krauth and h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  General Counc i l )  
formed t h i s  f i r s t  great work o f  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  
the Lutherans s f  t h e  world w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
p rese rv i ng  t h e  Lutheran church as church. Har less,  
who was one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  churchmen i n  those years,  
had fo rmu la ted  t h i s  severa l  t imes.  He once wro te  t o  
3ismarck, a f t e r  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  s f  1870 and when t h e  
new German Reich was be ing  formed, ask ing  t h a t  t h e  
new German c o n s t i t u t i o n  should con f i rm,  as a91 p re -  
v i  ous c o n s t i  t u t i  ons , t h e  peace o f  ~ u g s  burg  and t h e  
peace o f  !t!estpha% i a  and thus secure t h e  r i q h t s  o f  
t h e  churches o f  t h e  Reformat ion i n  ~ermany: B i s -  
marck d i d  n o t  answer, A t  t h a t  t ime statesmen would 
n o t  s toop t o  answer t h e  l e t t e r  o f  a  churchman, In 
t h i s  l e t t e r  Har less s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h i s  was n o t  done, 
t h e  danger would be t h a t  Lutheranism would cease t o  
e x i s t  as church ant? would be t o l e r a t e d  on l y  as a 
school o f  thouqht  w i t h i n  t h e  un ion  churches. To 
p reven t  t h i s  these men formed t h e  A1 l qemei ne Evan- 
ge l i s ch -Lu the r i sche  Konferenz. Lu tha rd t ,  p ro fesso r  
a t  L e i p z i q ,  was e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  a  new church paper 

which was then  s t a r t e d ,  d i e  
Lu ther i sche  K i rchenze i tung .  Th i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ex- 
i s t e d  t i l l  r e c e n t  t imes and was then t ransformed 
i n t o  t h e  F i r s t  World Convention. Bu t  you cannot 
understand t h i s  w i t h o u t  knowing i t s  h i s t o r y .  Many 
decades o f  f a i t h f u l  con fess ion  and f a i t h f u l  f i g h t  
f o r  t h e  Lutheran church were necessary.  I t  was a 
f i g h t  which t r i e d  t o  preserve t h e  g r e a t  ach ieve-  
ment o f  t h e  Lutheran awakening o f  t h e  n i ne teen th  
cen tu ry .  I n  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  n i ne teen th  cen tu ry  
Lutheranism as church was dead, Ra t i ona l i sm  was 
p r e v a i l i n g  and t h e r e  were remnants o f  P ie t i sm .  But ,  
t h e r e  were no con fess iona l  Lutherans and o n l y  s low- 
ly ,  s i nce  1817, d i d  t h e  Lutheran r e v i v a l  beg in  w i t h  
t h e  J u b i l e e  o f  t h e  Reformat ion and t h e  J u b i l e e  o f  
t h e  Augsburg Confession i n  1830. 

A t  t h e  same t ime,  a l l  over  Europe, t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  
church was awakening; f o r  ins tance ,  i n  England t h e  
Oxford movement i n  1833: i n  t h e  Reformed Churches 
o f  t h e  Nether lands and Sw i t ze r l and  t h e  f o r v 3 l i o n  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  f r e e  churches which wanted t o  be indepen- 
dent f rom a s t a t e  which th rea tened t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  
the  church. I n  Sco t land  i n  I843 a g r e a t  d i s r u p t i o n  
came when pa r l i amen t  i n  London decided a g a i n s t  a  law 
which would g i v e  t h e  churches o f  Sco t land  t h e i r  o l d  
r i g h t s ,  the  r i g h t  o f  t h e  par i shes  t o  have a d e c i s i v e  
vo te  i n  appo in t i ng  t h e  pas to r s .  Th i s  was r e j e c t e d  
by the  B r i  t i s h  P a r l  i ament. The General Assembly o f  
t he  Church o f  Sco t land  was j u s t  i n  sess ion and when 
t h e  news f rom London came t h e  m a j o r i t y  sa id :  "you 
must accept  i t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  keeping t h e  church 
f o r  t h e  S c o t t i s h  people."  The m i n o r i t y  sa id ,  "we 
c a n ' t :  t h i s  i s  aga ins t  t h e  con fess ion  o f  t h e  
church." And so, f o r t y  pe r  cent ,  a lmost  500 pas to rs  
o f  t h e  Church o f  Scot land,  l e f t  t h e  church, l e f t  t h e  
genera l  assembly, l e f t  t h e i r  manses, l e f t  every-  
t h i n g .  And i n  a  y e a r ' s  t ime f i v e  hundred new 
churches had been b u i l t  i n  Scot land.  Th is  i s  t h e  
g r e a t  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Free K i r k  o f  Scot land,  which w i t h  
reun ion  w i t h  t h e  mother church has s i n c e  d ied .  Now, 
we have t h e  same t h i n g  i n  Germany; o n l y  t h e  f r e e  



churches are small. B u t  here in America your 
churches, a l l  your  churches, l ive by the heritage of 
th is  g rea t  awakening of the Lutheran church. 

Remeher a l s o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  General Synod, 
around 1820, '21 and  '22, when i t  was established. 

? E e?a- A,ii. r-i I ;1 i-he 1;leheran Landeskfrch2n f f i  bernai8y i s  , * e - 
-5- i due t o  these endeavors, n ne LuQhet-an Church Sn GZ;-=- 

many has f o u g h t  fo r  i t s  existence fo r  genera t ions .  
When a f t e r  the First World War the qreat  re-organi- 
za t i on  was necessary, t h e  ques t ion  again arose; "a 
church for  the German protestants i n  the na t i ona l  
i n t e r e s t , ' T Y h e  Lutherans s b j e c b d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  
possible. Instead,  they were sat isf ied in 1922 w i t h  
establ .is 
the old 
ation o f  the evangelical churches. 

UGW, such a federation was necessary and cannot be 
sbjected t o  i f  the aims are iimi ted according ts the 
ccnfessi ons. I n  Germany, for instance, one of the 
areat orobiems was Luther's Bible. The  principle of 
buther's B i b l e  translation was that  t h i s  translation 
must always be improved and  must remain what i t  was 
"tended t o  &--a true t r anda t ion ,  3uing h i s  whole 
- * a  a s  t e  time Luther v~erked gn improvements, 4e had  his 
cwn a ib l e  ccmnissicn, you know, and i t  was aga ins t  
?is ~ 3 1  t h a t  h t e r  the 5;b?e t e x t  was reprinted - 
4 i - i  WGU%; ~ e v 9  si 0ns, 2ev-i sisns are necessa~y , I-sr ex- 
2mpie, sassages 'ike ;he comma Jchanneum aust not. 
3ppear " n ~dzfieran SSbIe ,  ae, l;t % snne o f  t he  
stranqest th%ngs ;n ny ! i % e  that X Same f r ~ m  Sermany, 
- '. We l ant 2. --;he ,dthey- i"i b le ,  tc ;he Eng; i ~ h  

z c e a d j n g  xsKc! wbepe %hey dsed an a n - ~ u t h e r a n  3ib7e, 
" ynej-e l a i acn ;  1s -c{9ew& 2y %atthew, 4 L d t h e r a n  

-? ' 1  9 3-c -e  cgnxzjns zhe A~oc~>jpna ,  " nsma"ley 3 r i n t ,  3 
,deaeran 5 ie4e  ~ u s t  csrrecz aistakes ana Shere 3re - ? - ~ v i o u s  *nistaKes, . ake, fc.p. "stance, Lhe Passage !n - 
~3hesfans 5- '2hrjst i ~ v e d  T h e  churcn ana cleansea it 
;y :he ?later - q ; t n  ?be Pdora.'"-he King  Games says "2-f 

;y zze :dcra"--Salv4niszI 2evisj~ns *#ere aace 
1snc2 -5ae w c  9f cen&uryp 3u- t  the 5exe asea . n  
::?e s2urc~es >as ?ema%ned, dcu3d % t not  have seen a 
:ask f4r ;rx , * ~ t h e r a a  C W U ~ C G ~ S  an toe Enqjish seeaK- - 

; ~ e  :?aye net cope -chis, so we x e  the EnqS i sh vers%nns 
~ n i c n  :#e have, I aention this z3niy as 3 case 
-~her% c a s ~ e r a x l  on =e%Heen ~ u t h e r a n  churcnes is 
?ossis!e. I n  Germany, this i a d  :3 ~e done w ~ t h  the 
:nicn cnurches, so the 

and she s a ~  to i t  t h a t  
t h i s  was done. And th is  has t o  be donel  J u s t  as i n  
Bn-amj 9 when xhe Protestant churches had %o have a 
qew 3 i b l e  translation i n  Portuguese, they a l l  co- 
aperated,  from the aapt is ts  t o  the Missourians. T h i s  
i s  ;ossib?e and i s  not only cooperation in externals,  
hecaux t he  Bible -is God" Nwd and i t  i s  l ea s t  n- 

t o  speak w i t h  the church canon- 
s * 






























