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THE DOCTRINE 
of the 

VERBAL AND PLENARY INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE 

As  one surveys the controversy swirling about the doctrine of Verbal and Plenary 
Inspiration in the Visible Chris tian Church, it f i l ls  one with a sense  of dismay and 
wonder. Why should such a controversy ex is t  in the church of a l l  places ? Outside the 
church, one would expect almost any type of cri t icism, but to  have i t  centered in the 
church is a very troubling matter, for i t s  consequences reach into the spiritual l ives  of 
our children and grandchildren and their descendents.  

In order to understand more fully the controversy, I have divided this paper into 
f i rs t  of a l l  the Why of the controversy. In this sec t ion ,  I will try to  present some of 
the basic  factors that lead to  the modern position on Inspiration. Secondly, I will try 
to  show what the Scriptural Doctrine of Inspiration is not. Thitdly, I will review the 
Scriptural Doctrine of Ins piration. 

I. Why the Controversy? 

To achieve some sort  of positive result  from such  a s tudy a s  t h i s ,  i t  is necessary 
that we all  approach the matter from that which is common t o  al l  men. The one thing 
a l l  men share in common, the one thing a l l  men possess,is the natural knowledge of 
God. If man belongs to  the Aborigines in Australia, to  the pygmies in Africa, the hil l  
tribes of India ,  or the richest  families in the world, he s t i l l  is very much aware of God 
and worships and l ives accordingly. 

Man by virtue of his  natural knowledge of God, in general ,  knows right from 
wrong, a t  l e a s t ,  according to  his society.  If we were to  a s k  where these rules come 
from, we would find that they arose from within the reason of the people of the group, 
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being an outward expressio.5 of an iiivv3rd Gad-i%plar.ted kn.swledge. God has placed 
this knowledge 5.1; maz ar~d has  give:^ him t he  yxf: af reason so ?hat a s  he beholds the 
s k y ,  the t r ee s ,  a ~ d  C Q ~ S I C X ~ Y S  the awesome vasxness 3~1d completeness s f  the universe, 
he can and does rhrnugh the use c ~ f  his ressor kznw ir, addition, certain qualit ies of the 
Being called God, He cdn see awd feel H i s  p ~ w e s ,  His terrifying presence,  H i s  preser- 
vation, His  perfection, His  1oathl:ig for arlythicg imperfect. Mar? knows that he should 
fear before God, but though he  knowz of C;od 1 2  t h i s  way b y  coaascie~ce and nature, 
God s t i l l  r e m a i n s  u ~ k n o w n  as to His  esserlce a1qLd H i s  will for men, This tragedy deve- 
lops further,  43 that ,  m a 9  in  seeking to sejrvc-: God, ge-rverts the glory sf God into some- 
thing reasonable a12d dcceprable to h i m s e l f .  He, rhus ,  fears and bows before anything 
he fee ls  contains a dernogstrable povve. over map  ar life, Marr 's perverted reason ten- 

ters the cause  of God's mercy ic mar! dvad thus forevei forces marl t s  seek by works t~ 
feel  that  he has evoked s sEnse sf piry afid c;cc.eptacce in God, At  the same time reason 
causes man ro wonder eternally whether he hds dose enough to be a recipient of God's 
grace and b less ing ,  W e  rnighr call t h i s  end resul t  t h e  ~ 7 a ~ : ~ r a l  religion of man, 

As mect~csved earlier, r h e  rta:i1ra1 k~rpwledy-e of Gad t 'mm the universe and 
conscience is e o m m ~ n  to 213 rnerl,ei~;ld that jp this r s n c i i t i c ~ ,  because of s i n ,  they 
pervert even;, t h i s  natural knowledge. Ir is thes: s i m p l y  impossible for man by nature 
t~ know God 2 wi14. both as to Law and Gospel,  124. f a c ~ ,  by- nature,  the Bible te l ls  us  
that man can know and understand r~o!l?lng of God 's  grace and salvation a s  revealed in 
Scripture. I t  is dbsolutely necessary, therefore, &at we turr: to rhe Bible and a s k  i t  of 
i t se l f ,  for without God" VWord rg guide us a:;d ins t ruct  us, we are in a hopeless condi- 
tion. Our reason wi l l  only l e d  u:: 3str ay dnd cause us to pervert the truth of God. 

When we then rldcrn to t h e  Bjblle we canqot kelp seed~g that  it is different from any 
other book of religior.. I t  centers eve y thing i:=~ God , His  love and g race ,  and nothing in 
man. All other religious books are differell%. Pick  t h e  ones you p lease ,  the Koran of 
the Mohammedans, the &rid Vish;..au of the H f i ~ d u 5 ,  the Book s f  Mormon of the Mor- 
mons, Science snd He3!th with the  Key to the Scr~pture  of the Christian Sc ien t i s t s ,  the 
various lodge rituals of the as so! ted lodge members .. Pfck dny aqe , or a l l ,  and you 
would find that all% are the same f oilr dl l xeacl-2 of me1 iting favor here or be yo9d the grave,  
through works. A91 are o_r the has: rzo~:taS plar:c, we might s&r)r, teaching that in  the  
inte;~action of m a n  to w a r ,  m a n  becomes cdpable of paxtenming sr choosing his  own 
eternal destiny. Man %hen is the  key, he reaches nut to God ir these religions. The 
blasphemous words s f  orte of Edga; Allen Peeas pocms il lustrates the mar-ceutteredtheme 
of such religions,  "1 a m  the masrev of my fate, 1 a m  the captairz of m y  soul ,  '' 

Before one can, adequately appreolate zhe Bible's ur:lque message and power in 
the chaotic maze s f  religaaus books, ideas, and tedchings prevalent today, it is: neces- 
sary t o  understand thoroughly that  the catural religion of man is based on man and his  
abil i ty to  achieve godliness and e j r n  mercy before God, The moral code of natural 
religion is empxy and ~ o n s t i t u t e s  zsthang more thd,.e a miRimum acceptable to  the society 
in which man l ives ,  The future of such  ratural religlw: is a total void, one of despair  
and h s p e l e s s r ~ e s s  beyond rl-re grave,  S i a p l y  to say '"It .nakes no difference what you 
bel ieve,  all r e l i g i s ~ s  are the same, "I~JT are all )b.:ymg to g o  to  the same place,  " i s  




















































