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E R R R S I T S I A A 1

SEMINARY OPENING ADDRESS
Sept. 21, 1964
Text: 2 Tim. 2, 15

We are this morning pausing for a few moments to mark the opening of our
Seminary's 19th school-year. While this may not be a very impressive record as far
as anniversaries go, it is something that involves us all. Some of us will be attending
or working in this institution and all of us belong to congregations that are served by
pastors and which sooner or later will be calling other pastors, who have been trained
at this or some other seminary.

It, then, behooves us all to know something about the characteristics and
requirements of this office, especially when the Scripture makes it incumbent upon
every lay Christian carefully to judge the doctrine he hears proclaimed from his pulpit,
as when it, for example, says, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. "
(ITn. 4, 1) How is a Christian congregation to know if its pastor is faithful in the per-
formance of the duties of the office to which it has called him if its members are not
acquainted with the demands of this office?

To aid us in appreciating what our interests and responsibilities in this respect
are, let us on the basis of our text, God's Holy Spirit assisting us, answer this
question:

WHAT SHOULD A THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY SEEK TO ACCOMPLISH?

For one thing, it should seek to train students that will have the approval of God.
It is not the purpose of a theological seminary to train men to be popular with their
fellow-men, to be good "mixers", to take the lead in every civic and community
project. Rather that they should have God's approval. Any needful and honest vocation
is pleasing to God, but the work of a pastor is particularly so, for Paul tells this same




Timothy, "If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work., " (I Tim. 3, 1)
It is through this office of the ministry that God, "Who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" (I Tim. 2, 4) draws men to Himself and to
the grace He has prepared for them in Christ Jesus. Luther refers to the pastor's office
as the highest office in the Church, with that of a Christian teacher running a close
second., Surely, filling this office which has as its one aim the leading of souls to
Christ has the full blessing and approval of God. Our text says, "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God."

A seminary should seek to have its students enjoy the approval of God insofar as
their intellectual and spiritual growth and development is concerned, too. This involves
giving attention to doctrine. The inspired apostle tells Timothy and everyone who
aspires to be a pastor, "Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in them:
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee." (I Tim. 4, 16)
Tust because one is studying to be a pastor does not mean there is a different way to
heaven for him than for others, as if his work would entitle him to special consideration
by God when it comes to his salvation. He must give heed to what the Bible teaches
just like anyone else. And those who hear the pastor preach must give just as much heed
to the doctrine as does the pastor. "Study," literally, "do your best," "to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed."

What a tragedy it is when a seminary forsakes the sure Word of Scripture for a
theology that is highly speculative and in the end certain of nothing. All too many so-

called seminary and church leaders in this country today are proclaiming a theology or an

emphasis in theology imported from Europe, though it is already passe and outmoded over
there. One contemporary writer put it this way, "Unless they (namely, American theolo-
gians) stand in the mainstream of evangelical Christianity, committed to the God of
Moses, Isaiah, and Paul, they are forever resurrecting the ghosts of recently buried
European speculation." (Christianity Today, Sep. 11, '64, p. 29) The Apostle Paul
makes it very clear on what a pastor's theology should be based when giving this clear-
cut instruction to another pastor, Titus, saying that a pastor should "hold fast the faith-
ful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort
and to convince the gainsayers." (Tit. 1, 9) "Study," (do your best), "to shew thyself
approved, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed." Hence, a theological seminary
must above all else train students that will have the approval of God by directing and
holding them to the pure, impregnable and eternally abiding word of God. If they have
been thus trained they will not have to be ashamed for what they themselves believe, nor
for their holding out that same Gospel hope to others.

II

Along this same line, but more pointedly, a theological seminary should seek to
train its students rightly to divide the Word of Truth. "Study," (do your best), "to shew
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth." These last words have always been taken to mean that a pastor must
know how properly to distinguish between Law and Gospel. This, incidentally, has
such an important place in theology that whole books have been written on this subject.




were mere men; and the people who came to them were mere men who sinned
again and again.
b. Christ, our High Priest, had many wonderful attributes, all of which were
needed by Him to be our Savior, for they are just the opposite of what we are.
c. Christ, then, was-—and is—--our high priest.

5. Christ, Our High Priest, Also Brings Forth a Sacrifice from Us, Our Lives--
Hebrews 9-14
a. Christ, our High Priest, did not serve us under a rigid legal code as did the
high priests of the Old Testament, but rather out of gracious love for sinners.
b. Christ, our High Priest, by His perfect sacrifice, bought us to be His own.
c. We, then, as priests of God (the universal priesthood) bring the loving res-
ponse of our lives to Him. Romans 12:1

6. Christ, Qur High Priest, Is the Better (Best) High Priest--Hebrews 8:1
a. Christ, our High Priest, not only brought a wonderful sacrifice for us.
b. Christ, our High Priest, now reigns on high and makes continual intercession
for us through His sacrifice for us.

7. Christ, Our High Priest, Gives to Us His Sacrifice--Matthew 26:26-29 (Maundy
Thursday)
a. Christ, our High Priest, shows here His concern for the individual Christian.
b. Christ, our High Priest, gives to us His very body and blood that was sacri-
ficed for us.
c. Christ, our High Priest, gives us thereby individually the forgiveness of sins.

8. Christ, Our High Priest, on the Altar of the Cross for the Sins of the World--
Hebrews 10:14
a. Christ, our High Priest, has reached the time of His Passover for us.
b. Christ, our High Priest, brings one offering, Himself.
c. Christ, our High Priest, has thereby won the forgiveness of sins for us all.
John 19:31

G. E. Reichwald

AT THE CROSSROADS IN PRIVATE EDUCATION

Many serious-minded people are these days giving considerable thought to the
matter of private education in this country. They are thoroughly convinced that the
future of the private independent church-school, with but few exceptions, is doomed to
extinction within another generation. This should be of vital concern to us who have
more than a mere acedemic interest in the survival of our Christian day schools. It
should be our concern also from the standpoint of keeping our public school system from
becoming one huge monolithic education machine which will tolerate no rival and, there-
fore, also no criticism of its aims, principles, and methods. The situation is so serious



that unless we do something concrete, and soon, too, about finding a way to preserve
our private schools, the relentless march towards their ultimate elimination will soon
bring it to pass that we no longer have any private schools to worry about.

In that connection the Minnesota State convention of the Citizens for Educational
Freedom (CEF) in St. Paul on February 6th brought out a number of things which we will
do well to give some thought. A good example of what we have reference to can be found
in the summaries here submitted of two of the thought~provoking addresses delivered at
that convention.

One of these stirring addresses was given by the Rev. Donald Morrison of Detroit,
Michigan. He is dean of a new liberal arts school (Michigan Lutheran College) of the
Lutheran Church-~Missouri Synod. Pastor Morrison stressed the need for hard work in
getting a Bus Bill passed by the Minnesota state legislature. He recited similar efforts,
and the eventual success, of the CEF group inn Michigan.

Using that as an introduction, Dr. Morrison went on to stress the rationale of a
Bus Bill: that the health and safety of children is the concern, that the "primary effect"
of a bill, which would include the transportation of parochial school children, would be
the general welfare of the country., Parochial schools would be helped, he agreed, but
that would be a secondary or indirect effect, Dr. Morrison called it "discrimination" to
deny such aid and said that the purpose of the First Amendment, freedom of religion,
would be served by passing such a Bus Bill. To those who object to giving "aid and
comfort" to Catholic schools and other religious groups, he asked, pointedly, why they
did not also object then to supporting the Christ-less religion preached in the state or
public schools. By forcing more and more independent schools to close, the country
will gradually "standardize its children" via the state schools. The child will become
more and more a creature of the state.

The attention of his audience heightened when Dr. Morrison directed his remarks
to the Catholic CEF members present: he said they must realize the unfavorable reaction
by many Americans in the past to statements by various Popes about Catholic world dom-
ination. He appealed to the Catholics present to work to free the rest of CEF and other
Americans, as well, from those suspicions. In his conclusion, Dr. Morrison asked
more Lutherans to get involved in CEF. "We have been slow to get involved in civic
causes," he stated, "but that must be changed. We have no assurance that we'll always
have religious liberty. We must work to preserve it--now, "

The speech which undoubtedly made an even greater impact was the one given by
Dr. Edwin H. Palmer of Grand Rapids, Michigan., Dr. Palmer is an out-spoken Calvinist
affiliated with the Christian Reformed Church. Until about a year and a half ago he was
dean of students at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. He was and still
is an ardent believer in the Church and State separation principle. But, after years of
studying the matter, after an on—the=-spot inspection of the "Freedom and Equity in Dutch
Education, " he is firmly convinced that there can and must be a more equitable distribu-
tion of the educational tax dollar, if private education is long to survive in this country

and if it is to continue to be the force for good that it has been throughout its history in
America.










































