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THE LUTHPRAN FREE CHURCHES IN EUROPE 

At the request  of our S y ~ o d  (see  report of the 47th Gar-vention of the ELS, 
page 55) 1 made contacts  with members of the Lutheran. Free Churches in Europe 
who take a c o ~ ~ s e r v a t i v e  orthodox positioE with regard t o  Lutheranism, 'I have 
given a full 17 page report to  our Doctrinal Committee. At  their request  1 am 
p r o v i d i ~ g  some of the irkformation for the readers of the &ut&ger m d  

Norway has  some Free Churches,  but they appanreqtly are  a piet ist ic group 
a ~ d  have not shown any particular igterest  in Lutheran Orthodoxy, These Free 
Churches have their pastoxs trained,  for the most part ,  in the Menighedfakultetet 
in Oslo ,  

Our cea~tac t  with Lutheranism in Norway was through %he Rev, Gunnar 
Staalse t t ,  the yougg man who spent  two years a t  our Seminary in Mmkato ,  
Pastor Staalse t t  h a s  been serving a mission socie ty  nn the work of bringing the 
Gospel "c the s tudents  who attend the higher schools  in Noway ,  Beginning in  
Jacuagr 1965, he will be a teacher of Dogmatics a t  the Stavacger Missionskole.  
This i s  quite an influential posit iox,  s ince  i t  is a sor t  of practical Seminary 
which prepares students for foreign mission work, Pastor Staalse t t  is a sound 
orthodox Lutheran, and he assoc ia tes  hlmself with a group of conservatives who 
publish a magazine cal led For Bib& Bekeramelse, Although these  men are 
corservat ive  Lutherans, probably not a l l  would subscribe to  the orthodox 
doctrine of verbal inspirat ion,  but rather accepting verbal i ~ s p i r a t i o n  only in a 
limited s e n s e ,  a s  applying to  the subject  matter, Many would probably regard 
the f irst  chapters of Genesis  and other historical  parts of the Old Testament a s  
materaal t o  be understood in a figurative s ense .  The liberalism found in Norway 
is not s o  much Bultmannian Neo-orthodoxy, a s  i t  is the ~ l d  liberalism of 40  or 
50 years ago,  Dr, Nils Dahl , a famous Bultmann scholar  of Os lo  Universi ty,  



recently took a posltio? dt Yale D i ~ ~ r . i ~ y  Schocl ,  apd i was told t h d ~  the real 
reason for h i s  goicg was that  h e  could.;'+ get more t h y  four or five s t u d e ~ t s  in 
h i s  c l a s s e s  at the Ueiversaty- 

In Stockholm, S w e d v ,  we were very for+,u:'.$te to meet Pasws Tom G, A, 
Hardt. He may be ksow-, to some of t h e  re3ders of t h e  Pgtberar-, S~T-Q,~ Qu,,a~t&y 
through our publicatios sf some of h;s rna~euial oe :he h l ~ x ~ x ~ ~ a l  study of 
fellowship principles a s  prdcticed lV t h e  church from ?he rime sf the apost les ,  
Pastor Hardt is a yourig mar who stepzed r ~ u t  of the State Church a couple of 
years ago arid o rgd~xz f  d his  OWT c o m g r ~ g i t m c  w b ~ h  1s a very small group. At 
the present time Pasto: Hardt ir-, prepdPL g for his  f l . - d  work for a doctorate a t  
the University of Uppsala,  His field is the History of C h r ~ s t i a :  Doctrine, This 
church is a struggling church apd i n  cced of f i c a n c l ~ l  h ~ l p  if xt i s  t o  d o  more 
effect ive  mission work, It is very  dilf lcult  i r  211 Eurcpeap free churches to  
carry out rnissior* work because  t h e y  ape looked upopt a s  a s e c t  a r d  cot  Lutheran 
because  the State Church ns L u t h e r i ~  . 

1 was  a l s o  p.xvileged to v i s l ~  the  F r m r  rsh Free Ghucch brethren for about 
two days .  This church has  four chief c?-greg -ixxo-s IV four fairly good-sized 
c i t i e s ,  They have o?ly or,e church bulldi-:g a:d pdrso:.age, rarnely at Lahti. 
Otherwise they worship in rocrns acd aparrrnEr71 ts, Pasto: A A, Uppala ( ~ e g e l i u s )  
is the father of -the Fir_ir:rsh Free Eutherd- Church, Al~hough he is rzow retired,  he  
s t i l l  does  some p reachxg  arid a great deal of theological work, There are three 
other pastors who are S E . Y V ~ Q ~  ir the a c t w e  parish mipistry and they will soon 
have two more candidates  of theology to add to t h a r  l i s t ,  There are about 400  
sou ls  in the Finnish h t h e r a r  Free church, 8 - e  of theria: haqdicaps  over the 
years has  been their poverty, Fizla-d is the  pooresr of all the countries we 
vis i ted ,  an addit ion,  of course ,  they are Iooked or wlth disdaf .  by members of 
the Finnish State Church, A ~ o t h w  problem h9ss beep that they have l o s t  many 
of their people through the mobility which is s o  common 12 modern civil ization,  
They do  not have a n  opportunity t o  t r a~s f e r  *o cach other 's  co?gregations. But 
there is no doubt that  the work over the years  hdc. been a blessed work, The 
work of the F f n ~ i s h  Lutheran Free Chuech lads  hdd a good lrf luence on many in 
the State Church, and these are  i--idlcatns~:s thdt  some of the mole sober 
theologians withir  the Firnish  State Churc h hdve become quite cs-nmrned over 
the bkm-or"rodoxy which coritrols the Lurheran rh~-ki-,g of ilearly a l l  the State 
Churches in Europe, A professof at ?_he up  auerslty theo log~ca l  depdrtmect 
d i sassoc ia ted  himself from the Stare Church l a s t  summer, This is t o  s a y  
that he will loin the  F i ~ n i s h  Free Church, but  the pub l i c~ ty  a t t e rdmg this c a s e  
has  made i t  e a s i e r  for others t o  s-tep out of the S:dfe Church, 

The Finr ish  Free Church 1s a veqT cooservauve church, 3:s pastors 
understand fully the  impllcatio.rrs of becornlvrg irvolved with the Lurheran World 
Federation, These pastors k m w  thd: a t  Helsinki  there was a real doctrirzal 
c leavage on the doctr i re  of justlficario:, and that i t  was .or a matter of 
terminology. They a l s o  know the corrupticg effects of a loose position on the  
doctrine of fel lowshlpJ 0-le should d l sn  add that these pastors and congregations 



are carrying on mission work and that the congregational lifa i s  li.3i' !thy (313.~1 

act ive ,  They are getting and holding children and young people. %ncs t i i ~ ; ~  
are scattered and lonely people they try t o  ge t  their people togethzr for Bible 
s tudy,  worship and Christ ian fellowshjp in summer camps. The Finnish brethren 
had three successful  camps during the past  summer, One for children,  one for 
yoqng people,  and one for adul ts ,  

Numerically, there are many more Free Church Lutherans in Germany than 
in the other countries,  Proportionately, however, they are a small minority 
group. The Free Lutheran churches in Germany have many of the same problems 
a s  those in Sweden and Finland. 

There are basical ly  four groups of Lutheran Free Churches in Germany who 
$ m e  had son-ie connection with the Synodical Conference in America. The f i rs t  

' , A'-, 
I L ~ L \ J  Lutherische Freikirbhe. This is the group that has  been in 

-:3!;oJ.vship with the Missouri  Synod for many years .  Their president is Pastor 
bkinrich Willkomm. Drs . Oesch and Kirsten from the Free Church Seminary a t  
Oberursel belong t o  this  group, 

Then there is the Eutherische Kirche. This 
group is sometimes cal led the Breslau Synod. The president is Dr. Walther 
~ u e n t h e r  who is a teacher a t  Oberursel. DL Mannfred Roensch, the Free 
Church pastor a t  Heidelberg, belongs t o  th is  Breslau Synod. This is the Synod 
with which the Saxon Free Church came to  agreement on the bas i s  of a doctrinal 
statemeht in 1948, I t  is the largest  of the Free Churches,  but there is a group 
within this  church (possibly about one-third) who do  not want t o  be really 
conservative. This church drew up an  agreement in September 1963 whereby i t  
established some type of pulpit and altar  fellowship with VELKD (see  Lutheran 
Synod for December 1963, page 6) .  This is one of the sore spots  in 
the German Free Church si tuation,  and one which will need to  be faced by a l l  
the Free Churches in  Germany before too long a time has  e lapsed.  

Then there is the  Eutherische Kirche. This is 
a so-called Independent Church. I ts  organization is a very loose one ,  being 
made up of five d ioceses ,  The congregations are virtually independent of each  
other and apparently are not responsible for each  other 's  doctrinal positions. 
As I understand i t ,  there are some very conservative congregations, but there 
are a l so  some very l iberal  congregations in this group. 

Then, f inally,  in Wes t  Germany, there is the  so-called Evanselisch 
Lutherische Bekenntnis Kirche, or a s  i t  is called in  English, the Confessional 
Lutheran Church, This group is in fellowship with the Wisconsin Synod and is 
supported by them. Many of them escaped from Poland from the Russians,  but 
many of their brethren did not make i t ,  Some of these  have hair-raising s tor ies  
to  te l l ,  The president of this group is Pastor Armin Schlender. Pastor Henschke 
of this group attended the Theological Conclave in  Mankato in the summer of 
1963, They have 13 or 14 pastors in their group. 



There are some Free Churches in France, They are a small  group under 
the direction of Rev, Fred C ,  Kreiss , a fine conservative pastor,  Pastor IQeiss 
has  taken a pretty strong position on the LWF, having written a very careful  
analys is  of the meeting a t  Helsinki .  This group receives considerable aid from 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. In Denmark, there is a Lutheran Free 
Church in Copenhagen. The pastor" name is Pastor Paul Michael .  He is in 
c l o s e  touch with the Free Churches in Germany and a l so  with Pastor Hardt in 
Sweden. 

In England one finds the ELCE (Evangelical Lutheran Church of England). 
I t  is under the leadership of Dr, Pearce. I t ,  too ,  is a small and struggling 
group, finding i t  very difficult t o  d o  mission work because  nearly everyone 
belongs e i ther  to  the Anglican Church, the Methodist Church, or some other 
Reformed s e c t ,  even  though most people are completely irreligious. The bulk 
of their support (possibly 80%) comes directly from the Missouri  Synod. This 
church has  apparently decided to  fashion i tself  more or l e s s  after  the Anglican 
Church, emphasizing ritual and ceremony, One wonders whether they are on 
the right track or not. They have their headquarters in London, where they 
apparently are  doing quite a bit  of work in sel l ing books and espec ia l ly  film- 
s t r ips .  Of a l l  the Free Churches in Europe they are most c lose ly  tied to the 
Lutheran Church-Mis souri  Synod, 

I t  i s  hoped that  th is  short  review of the situation in Europe will stimulate 
a l l  of us  t o  take a greater  in teres t  in the work of these  Lutheran Free Churches. 
We should well consider whether we have done our duty in exercising our 
fellowship privileges with them, and whether we should be doing more t o  a s s i s t  
them in carrying out their  miss  ion responsibility. These lonely Lutherans need 
both our prayers,  our fel lowship,  and a l s o  our support. There undoubtedly will 
be upheavals among the  Lutheran Free Churches in Europe a s  there hw74 b? 2 1 1  

among the conservative Lutherans in this  country; hence w e ,  a t  this  t m e ,  
should take a more act ive  in teres t  in them than we have ,  s o  that  we c a n  be 
of a s s i s t ance  t o  them in maintaining their confessional  position, 

B. We Teigen 

L U T H E R  AND THE W O R D  O F  G O D  

Essay read a t  the 1964 convention of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, Printed in the convention report. 

This and a l l  the books reviewed in the Lutheran Synod 
Quarterly may be obtained from the Lutheran Synod Book 
Company, 734 Marsh Street ,  Mankato,  Minnesota 56001. 








































