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INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  t e l l s  us: "If ye continue i n  My 
Word, then are ye my d i sc ip les  indeed; and ye s h a l l  know t h e  t r u t h ,  and 
t he  t r u t h  s h a l l  make you f ree . "  John 8: f l -32.  Our Lutheran Church has 
always prided i t s e l f  t h a t  it has continued i n  t he  Word of God and been 
t he  church of t he  ape'n.BTbl&. A l l  .ac$,&vlties i n  fhercoe@$@t-jon! --- - -  
church services ,  l a d i e s '  a i d s ,  men's c lubs ,  young people 's  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
and everything e l s e  -- are  supposed t o  be, t o  a  grea ter  or  l e s s e r  degree, 
Bible c l a s s e s .  But t he  very number of organizat ions and i n t e r e s t  l e v e l s  
of these  groups makes it very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t he  average pas tor  t o  f i nd  
time f o r  ser ious  Bible study. The added expense of scholarly books and 
mater ia ls  i s  an added burden. Yet t he  i n v i t a t i o n  of C h r i s t s t a n d s :  
"Search t h e  Scr ip tu res ,  . . . f o r  they a re  they which t e s t i f y  of Me." 
John 5: 39 

Centering one 's  a t t en t i on  on one book of Scr ip ture  i s  o f ten  t he  
answer t o  t he  above problems, and c e r t a i n l y ,  f o r  Lutherans, no book of 
t h e  Bible could claim more a t t en t i on  than S-t. Paul ' s  Ep i s t l e  t o  t he  Gal- 
a t i en s .  One might c a l l  t h i s  book of insp i red  Scr ip ture  espec ia l ly  t he  
Lutheran book of Scr ip tu re .  I-t was very dear t o  Luther. He c a l l e d  it: 
"my own Ep i s t l e ,  t o  whom I have p l ighted  my t r a t h .  It  i s  my Katie von 
B - ~ r a . ' ~  (Martin Luther. A Commentary on S t .  Paul ' s  Ep i s t l e  t o  t he  Gala- --- 
Yians. London: Clarke, r953,  p. 5) Luther wrote t h r ee  commentaries on 
Galatians: 1519, 1523, and 1531. In t h e  1519 commentary he followed 
l a rge ly  Erasmus and Jerome. In 1523 he departed from both and charted 
h i s  own course. In  1531 he f e l t  it necessary t o  repdat  h i s  l e c t u r e s  on 
t h i s  e p i s t l e ,  f o r  he f e l t  t h a t  t he  c e n t r a l  doct r ine  of Scr ip tu re ,  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h ,  was endangered both from t h e  l e f t  and from the  righ-t . 
On t h e  r i g h t  stood t h e  pope's church, and on t he  l e f t  were t h e  en thus ias t s .  
Luther lumped both groups together ,  f o r  i n  t h e  end both: groups b u i l t  
around man. Thus t he  rigW~eousness of Chr is t  was neglected and a l so  
human reason exal ted .  ( Ib id .  , pp 5-6) 



We have t h e  same i l l s  i n  t h e  v i s i b l e  church today. Cer ta in ly  i f  Lutl-  
e r  had reason t o  complain about papal  pre tens ions ,  t h e r e  a r e  more reasons 
today: t h e  e l eva t ion  of Mary, her  bodily assumption, and t h e  dogma of 
papal i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  In t h e  end t h e  doct r ine  of j u s t i c f a t i o n  has suf fered ,  
and S c r i p t u r e ~ s h e d  t o  a secondary pos i t ion .  On t h e  o ther  hand we have our3 
modern day en thus ias t s .  To l i s t e n  t o  them i s  t o  hear  echoes of Luther 's  
day: new r e v e l a t i o n s ,  b e t t e r  understandings, e t c .  Because condit ions i n  
-the church have not  changed from Luther ' s  day, t h e r e  i s  j u s t  a s  much reason 
-to study Galat ians today a s  then .  

A few words should a l s o  be s a i d  i n  in t roduct ion  t o  t h e  mater ia l  which 
follows. I t  conta ins  no-thing d e t a i l e d  o r  s t a r t l i n g .  Its purpose i s  merely 
t o  a s s i s t  t h e  reader  t o  understand b e t t e r  t h e  background agains t  which S t .  
Paul t  s E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Galat ians was w r i t t e n  a d  thereby t o  understand better. 
-khe h i s t o r i c a l  re ferences  and s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  e p i s t l e ,  

A.  Author sh ip  

Galat ians 1, 1 and 5 ,  2 name Paul a s  t h e  author .  

The witness  of t h e  e a r l y  Chr i s t i an  church supports  - th is .  From .the 
middle of t h e  second century t h e r e  were l i s t s  of Pau l ' s  e p i s t l e s ,  which 
included Galat ians.  Marcion, t h e  h e r e t i c  of the  second ce  t u r y ,  accepted 
Galat ians a s  Pauline a s  did t h e  orthodox group i n  180 A.D.' Also t h e  
Muratorian canon inc ludes  Gala t ians ,  'chis da t ing  before 200 A.D. From 175 
A. D. quota t ions  from t h e  e p i s t l e  wi th  c i t a t i o n  by name or  express quota'tion 
of words a r e  found. From t h e  end of t h e  second century quota t ions  are  
x~umerous . 2 

Questions about t h e  Pauline authorship were not  r a i s e d  u n t i l  t h e  mid- 
d l e  of t h e  19th  century. I n  opposi t ion t o  t h e  so-cal led Tuebingen school 
of F. C. Baur which saw New Testament Chris'iianity a s  a s t rugg le  between 
a J u d a i s t i c  pa r ty  and t h e  Pauline p a r t y ,  Bruno Bauer assigned t h e  e p i s t l e  
of Galat ians t o  t h e  second century.  Very few have followed t h i s  view. 
Burtbn shrugs o f f  any den ia l  of -the Pauline authorship by s t a t i n g :  "It i s  
no longer  necessary t o  d iscuss  t h e s e  views a t  length .  They belong already 
-to t h e  h i s t o r y  of opinion r a t h e r  than  t o  l iv5ng issues/"' 

B .  The Recipients  

Much ink and paper has been used i n  attempting t o  decide who t h e  Gal- 
a t i a n s  a re  t o  whom Paul addresses t h i s  e p i s t l e .  Since Ga la t i a  i s  a region 
r a t h e r  than a p a r t i c u l a r  c i t y ,  controversy has a r i s e n  a s  t o  whom they a r e .  
Two t h e o r i e s  a r e  advanced.. The North Galat ian Theory s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Gal- 
a t i a n  congregations t o  whom Paul addressed t h i s  l e t t e r  w r e  i n  t h e  northern 
p a r t  of  t h e  Roman provinces of Ga la t i a ,  i n  ethnographic Ga la t i a ,  or  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  country. Thus, according t o  t h i s  theory ,  t h e r e  i s  no d e t a i l e d  
desc r ip t ion  of t h e s e  congregations i n  Sc r ip tu re .  The South Galat ian Theory 
s t a t e s  t h a t  these  congregations were i n  t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  Roman 
province of Ga la t i a  and a r e  t h e  f a m i l i a r  congregations of P i s id ian  Antioch, 
Tconium, Lys t ra ,  and Derbe . 



While t h e  a c t u a l  i d e n t i t y  of these  congregations i s  n o t a  d o c t r i n a l  
ques-tion, a r r i v i n g  a t  a reasonabl%olution w i l l  help us  f i l l  i n ,  i n  our 
exegesis ,  much of t h e  personal mater ia l  t o  which Paul r e f e r s  t o  i n  t h e  
e p i s t l e  i t s e l f .  

A few words a r e  i n  order about t h e  Gala t ians  themselves and t h e  coun- 
t r y  of Gala t ia .  When we hear  t h e  name "Gaul" and t h e  ad jec t ive  "Ga l l i cTT,  
we th ink  of ancient  France and J u l i u s  Caesar. This i s  c o r r e c t .  However 
'she Gauls undertook seve ra l  eastward migrat ions.  In  390 B , @ .  They cap- 
tu red  Rome i t s e l f ,  -though not  t h e  c i t a d e l .  About 281 J3.C another eas t -  
ward migration took p lace .  Defeated a-t Delphi, t h e  Gauls crossed over 
i n t o  Asia Minor. Af ter  overrunning t h e  e n t i r e  penninsula,  they were f i n -  
a l l y  defeated by King At-tulus of Pergamurn and were confined -to an area  
somewhat e a s t a n d  nor th  of -the center  sf t h e  peninsula.  Af ter  varying 
success a s  an independent kingdom, it became a Roman province upon t h e  
death of t h e i r  l a s t  k ing ,  Amyn-tas, i n  25 B . C .  T h i s  Amyn-tas had received 
h i s  kingdom from h i s  bro ther  Kas-kor, who had received p a r t s  of Phrygia and 
P i s i d i a .  The Romans added Lye aonianto Ga la t l a  when Amyn-tas became king,  
though they subt rac ted  o ther  p a r t s ,  though -the par-ks of P i s i d i a  and Phyrgia 
remained p a r t s  of Ga la t i a .  Thus Gala-kia could be spoken of i n  an ethno- 
graphic sense and a l s o  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  sense .& The name "Galat iaTT decides 
110-thing . 

P e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  advocate of t h e  Nor-th Galat ian Theory i s  J. B .  Ligh-t- 
Coot. Tnat such a scholar  should hold t o  t h i s  view i s  almost s u f f i c i e n t  
proof i n  i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  North Galat ian Theory. Lightfoot poin tss ,  f i r s t  
of a l l ,  t o  Acts 16 ,6 ,  where t h e  name Ga la t i a  i s  used separa te ly  from t h e  
e s t ab l i shed  congregations of P i s id ian  Antioch, Iconium, Lys t ra ,  and 
~ e r b e .  Secondly, S-t. Luke asc r ibes  Lystra  and Derbe t o  Lycaonia i n  Acts 
14 ,6 .  F ina l ly  i n  Acts t h e  popular names o f  t h e  various regions  a r e  used, 
e . g . ,  i n  Acts 14,24;  Acts 16,6-8; and Acts 18,23 t h e  names Mysia, Phyrgia, 
and Gala t ia  a re  used i n  distinc-Lion t o  one another .  Other inc iden ta l  
proofs  a re  t h e  f i c k l e  na ture  of Jche Gala t ian  congregations,  which would 
suggest a Galic s p i r i t ,  and t h e  c i t i e s  of northern Ga la t i a ,  Ancyra, Pessinus,  
and J u l i  p o l i s ,  were among "ihe e a r l i e s t  of t h e  episcopal  sees  i n  t h i s  
country. g 

We should t ake  some time t o  look a t  t h e  proofs  advanced f o r  t h e  North 
Cala t ian  Theory. Lightfoo-t r e l i e d  very heavi ly  on ~ u k e 6  use of t h e  term 
"Galatia" i n  Acts ,;Lim1-i;iljg'.i"c7 t o  tfie e"cli,nog&aph.2c ,sense, r a t h e r  than  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  sense,  e . g . ,  Acts 18,23;  Acts 16,6-8;  and Acts 14 ,6 ,  These pass- 
ages a r e  chosen a s  r ep resen ta t ive .  Acts 14 ,6  l i s t s  Lystra  and Derbe a s  
c i t i e s  i n  Lycaonia. However we canno-t l i m i t  t h e  Pauline use of a reas  and 
words by Luke's use,  no matter  how c l o s e l y  they may have worked toge the r .  
The o ther  two passages a r e  c i t e d  because they use t h e  name "Galatia".  We 
grant  t h a t  these  passages r e f e r  t o  ethpographic Gala t ia .  Act3 16,6-8 has 
t h e  i n t r i g u i n g  expression,  Ty  CyJ Yc48 y f i  2~ Eiky'J f w w  d, which 
some have t r i e d  t o  t r a n s l a t e ,  -ko paraphrase,  "a country t h a t  i s  a-is: t h e  
same time Galat ian and Phrygian", thus  r u l i n g  out  a t r i p  i n t o  northern 
Ga la t i a .  However, Zahn p o i n t s  out  -?hat such a t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  defend t h e  
South Galat ian Theory i s  improbable and impossible because of t h e  rou te  
followed by t h e  apos t l e s  on - their  journey. Paul was proceeding from t h e  
southwes-is: t o  t h e  nor theas t  and had already v i s i t e d  The es t ab l i shed  congre- 
ga t ions  of southern Ga la t i a .  When undecided whe-they -to go on t o  Asia,  






























