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INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ tells us: "If ye continue in My

Word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free." John 8:31-32. Our Lutheran Church has
always prided itself that it has continued in the Word of God and been
the church of the open.Biblé: ~All getivities in fthercorngrégationie-o - -
¢hurch services, ladies' aids, men's clubs, young people’'s activities,
and everything else -- are supposed to be, to a greater or lesser degree,
Bible classes. But the very number of organizations and interest levels
of these groups makes it very difficult for the average pastor to find
time for serious Bible study. The added expense of scholarly books and
materials is an added burden. Yet the invitation of Christ stands:
"Search the Scriptures, . . . for they are they which testify of Me."
John 5:39

Centering one's attention on one book of Scripture is often the
answer to the above problems, and certainly, for Lutherans, no book of
the Bible could claim more attention than St. Paul's Epistle to the Gal-
atians. One might call this book of inspired Scripture especially the
Lutheran book of Scripture. It was very dear to Luther. He called it:
"my own Epistle, to whom I have plighted my trath. It is my Katie von
Bora.” (Martin Luther. A Commentary on Sit. Paul's Epistle to the Gala-
fians. London: Clarke, 1953, p. 5) Luther wrote three commentaries on
Galatians: 1519, 1523, and 1531. In the 1519 commentary he followed
largely Erasmus and Jerome. In 1523 he departed from both and charted
his own course. In 1531 he felt it necessary to repdat his lectures on
this epistle, for he felt that the central doctrine of Scripture, justi-
fication by faith, was endangered both from the left and from the right.
On the right stood the pope's church, and on the left were the enthusiasts.
Luther lumped both groups together, for in the end both: groups built
around man. Thus the righteousness of Christ was neglected and also
human reason exalted. (Ibid., pp. 5-6)
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We have the same ills in the visible church today. Certainly if Lutl:-
er had reason to complain about papal pretensions, there are more reasons
today: the etevation of Mary, her bodily assumption, and the dogma of
papal infallibility. In the end the doctrine of justiefétion has suffered,
and Scripturepushed to a secondary position. On the other hand we have ounr
modern day enthusiasts. To listen to them is to hear echoes of Luther's
day: new revelations, better understandings, etc. Because conditions in
the church have not changed from Luther's day, there is just as much reason
to study Galatians today as then.

.. A few words should also be said in introduction to the material which
follows. It contains nothing detailed or startling. Its purpose is merely
to assist the reader to understand better the background against which St.
Paul's Epistle to the Galatians was written amd thereby to understand better
the historical references and situation of the epistle.

A. Authorship
Galatians 1, 1 and 5, 2 name Paul as the author.

The witness of the early Christian church supports this. From _the
middle of the second century there were lists of Paul's epistles, which
included Galatians. Marcion, the heretic of the second ceTtury, accepted
Galatians as Pauline as did the orthodox group in 180 A.D. Also the
Muratorian canon includes Galatians, this dating before 200 A.D. From 175
A.D. quotations from the epistle with citation by name or express quotation
of words are found. From the end of the second century quotations are
NUmerous.

Questions about the Pauline authorship were not raised until the mid-
dle of the 19th century. In opposition to the so-called Tuebingen school
of F. C. Baur which saw New Testament Christianity as a struggle between
a Judaistic party and the Pauline party, Bruno Bauer assigned the epistle
of Galatians to the second century. Very few have followed this view.
Burton shrugs off any denial of the Pauline authorship by stating: "It is
no longer necessary to discuss these views at length. They belong already
to the history of opinion rather than to living issues.™3

B. The Recipients

Much ink and paper has been used in attempting to decide who the Gal-
atians are to whom Paul addresses this epistle. Since Galatia is a region
rather than a particular city, controversy has arisen as to whom they are.
Two theories are advanced. The North Galatian Theory states that the Gal-
atian congregations to whom Paul addressed this letter were in the northern
part of the Roman provinces of Galatia, in ethnographic Galatia, or the
original country. Thus, according to this theory, there is no detailed
description of these congregations in Scripture. The South Galatian Theory
states that these congregations were in the southern part of the Roman
province of Galatia and are the familiar congregations of Pisidian Antioch,
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.



While the actual identity of these congregations is not a doctrinal
question, arriving at a reasonabl%olution will help us fill in, in our
exegesis, much of the personal material to which Paul refers to in the
epistle itself.

A few words are in order about the Galatians themselves and the coun-
try of Galatia. When we hear the name "Gaul" and the adjective "Gallic™,
we think of ancient France and Julius Caesar. This is correct. However
the Gauls undertook several eastward migrations. In 390 B.C. they cap-
tured Rome itself, though not the citadel. About 281 B.C another east-
ward migration took place. Defeated at Delphi, the Gauls crossed over
into Asia Minor. After overrunning the entire penninsula, they were fin-
ally defeated by King Attulus of Pergamum and were confined to an area
somewhat east and north of the center of the peninsula. After varying
success as an independent kingdom, it became a Roman province upon the
death of their last king, Amyntas, in 25 B.C. This Amyntas had received
his kingdom from his brother Kastor, who had received parts of Phrygia and
Pisidia. The Romans added Lycaonianto Galatia when Amyntas became king,
though they subtracted other parts, though the parts of Pisidia and Phyrgia
remained parts of Galatia. Thus Galatia could be spoken of in an ethno-
graphic sense and also in a political sense.4 The name "Galatia" decides
nothing. :

Perhaps the best advocate of the North Galatian Theory is J. B. Light-
foot. That such a scholar should hold to this view is almost sufficient
proof in itself for the North Galatian Theory. Lightfoot points, first
of all, to Acts 16,6, where the name Galatia is used separately from the
‘established congregations of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and
Derbe. Secondly, St. Luke ascribes Lystra and Derbe to Lycaonia in Acts
14,6. Finally in Acts the popular names of the various regions are used,
e.g., in Acts 14,24; Acts 16,6-8; and Acts 18,23 the names Mysia, Phyrgia,
and Galatia are used in distinction to one another. Other incidental
proofs are the fickle nature of the Galatian congregations, which would
suggest a Galic spirit, and the cities of northern Galatia, Ancyra, Pessinus,
and Juligpolis, were among the earliest of the episcopal sees in this -
country. ‘ :

We should take some time to look at the proofs advanced for the North
Galatian Theory. Lightfoot relied very heavily on Luke§ use of the term
"Galatia" in Acts.ilimiting it to the ethnographicisense, rather than the
political sense, e.g., Acts 18,23; Acts 16,6-8; and Acts 14,6. These pass-
ages are chosen as representative. Acts 14,6 lists Lystra and Derbe as
cities in Lycaonia. However we cannot limit the Pauline use of areas and
words by Luke's use, no matter how closely they may have worked together.
The other two passages are cited because they use the name "Galatia". We
grant that these passages refer to ethpographic Galatia, Act§ 16,6-8 has
the intriguing expression, 7%/ ?cva’uo(V ke (3 ATy Y Set ¢ which
some have tried to translate, to paraphrase, "a country that is at the
same time Galatian and Phrygian", thus ruling out a trip into northern
Galatia. However, Zahn points out that such a translation to defend the
South Galatian Theory is improbable and impossible because of the route
followed by the apostles on their journey. Paul was proceeding from the
southwest to the northeast and had already visitéd the established congre-
gations of southern Galatia. When undecided whether to go on to Asia,
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Council of Jerusalem. This view, incidentally, makes Galatians the first
letter which Paul wrote.

E. Occasion and Purpose

The writing of Galatians was occasioned by a drastic change in their
attitude towards the Gospel. False teachers had drawn them from the evan-
gelical message to another gospel, 1,7, which sought perfection through
the Law, 3,3. They were urged by false teachers to accept circumcision,
5, 2-U and to observe the Jewish festivals, 4, 10. To help them achieve
their purpose, the false teachers criticized the apostolic authority of
Paul, 1, 1 and 2, 1-11, which resulted in conflicts and dissension, 5,
15.1é The letter is an answer to these heresies and accusations. The
apostle proceeds to vindicate himself, ch. 1-2, his teachings, ch. 3-U,
and true Christian morality based on the Gospel, ch. 5-6.19

G. The Outline of St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians

The following outline is taken from Hiebert's An Introduction to the
Pauline Epistles,<0 though considerably abridged.

THE INTRODUCTION ( 1, 1-10 )
A. The Salutation ( 1-5)
B. The Rebuke ( 6-10 )

I. PERSONAL: THE VINDICATION OF HIS APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY ( 1,11 - 2:21)
A. How he got his Gospel (1,11-24)

a. The origin of his Gospel through revelation (11-12)

b. The previous conduct of the one given the revelation (13-1L4)

c. The description of the revelation received (15-17)

d. His independence of the Jerusalem apostles (18-2u)
B. How his Gospel was confirmed by the apostles of Jerusalem (2,1-10)
C. How he rebuked Peter's inconsistent conduct (2,11-21)

IT. DOCTRINAL: THE EXPOSITION OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (3,1 - 4,31)
A. The elaboration of the doctrine of justification by faith (3,1 - 4,7)

a. The nature of justification as by faith, not law (3,1-14)

b. The limitations of the law and its relationship to faith (3;15 - 4,7)
B. The appeal to them to drop their legalism (4,8-31)

a. The acceptance of Jewish legalism is a return to bondage (8-11)

b. The appeal from his relations with them (12-20)

c. The appeal from the two contrasted covenants (12-31)

ITI. PRACTICAL: THE LIFE OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY (5,1 - 6,10)
A. The call to maintain Christian Liberty (5,1)

B. The peril to Christian Liberty (5,2-12)

C. The life of Christian liberty (5,13 - 6,10)

THE CONCLUSION (6,11-17)

The large letters (11)

His rebuke of his adversaries (12-13)
His confidence in the cross (14-16)

O W >



































