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DEVOTIONAL

(Sermon at the opening service of the Conclave of Theologians held at
Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota, August 19-23, 1963.)

Text: Matthew 5:13-16.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Thou hast designated the Christian to be the salt
of the earth and the light of the world. We beseech of Thee a Pente-
costal outpouring of Thy Holy Spirit, that filled with wisdom, courage
and zeal, we may be just that, also in this assembly - salt to a corr-
upt earth, light to a darkened world, Amen.

Dear Friends in Christ:

It would be easy for us, meeting as we are under difficult inter-
synodical circumstances, to be filled with a certain feeling of help-
lessness, if indeed not despair. We may now, or at other times dur-
the week, find ourselves so weary in spirit that like God's people of
an earlier day we hang our harps in the willows, unable to summon
forth the strength and courage of faith to sing the Lord's songs or to
do His work.



Brethren, if this be the case, it is the devil, the world and cur
flesh which have gotten the upperhand. Such thoughts are not wrought
by the Spirit., No, the Holy Spirit dwelling in our hearts calls for re-
joicing in the task which lies ahead of us.

Wherein shall we rejoice these days? In this, that God "hath
saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpcse and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began. " II Tim. 1:9. If we are to
be faithful stewards in our present task we must recapture in child-like
faith the joy of our salvation in Christ, expressed in the simple words
of Luther: "Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of
the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood,
and His innocent sufferings and death, in order that I might be His own,.
and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity, this is most certainly true."

In the joy of our salvation we shall hear today the Savior's Great
Commission with the same freshness as though we were standing with
Jesus the day it was first given: "Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature." For it is this commission which has
brought us together in Mankato this week., We shall go about this task
with joy, dedication and courage. That the Holy Spirit may bestow upon
us such gifts for our difficult assignment, let us consider our text where
the Savior says to you and to me:

"YE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH. . .YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. "

The world laughs at what Jesus says in our text. The world may not
be adverse to receiving a little salt and light, but that Christians should
be that salt and light is to them amusing, if indeed, not ridiculous. For
the world at best tolerates God's people, regarding them as harmless,
innocent fools, and at worst kills them, regarding them as a plague upon
mankind.

But for all of that, the Savior's statement stands: "Ye are the salt
of the earth...ye are the light of the world." His words indicate clearly
that the earth is corrupt and needs salting; that the world is in darkness
and needs enlightenment. That the world does not recognize its need only
testifies the more forcefully to its need. Scripture gives strong testimony
on this matter, declaring: "We are all as an unclean thing..." (Is. 64:6)
"Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips." (Is. 6:5) And concerning
the spiritual darkness of the world, we are told: "the darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people." (Is. 60:2.)
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Again: "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned." (I Cor, 2:14),

Let us beware of limiting spiritual corruption and darkness to that
which is outside the visible church, that is, to those we would call
heathen. Spiritual corruption and darkness, as evidenced by false
doctrine and ungodly life, can roll in upon church bodies, congregations,
and individuals, ourselves included., The Savior's word to the Church
at Laodicea shows the inroads which the evil foe can make upon people
who bear the name of Christ: "I know thy works, that thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." (Rev. 3:15-17). All of which leads us to exclaim:

"O God! how sins dread works abound,
Throughout the earth no rest is found;
And wide has falsehood's spirit spread,
And error boldly rears its head."

Therefore we must be ready to be a salt and a light not only to
those who are without Christ, but also to those who bear His name, yes,
and to our own selves as well,

What the world then needs, and needs most desperately in its
corruption and darkness, is salt and light. We Christians are to fill
that need. The Savior says: "Ye are the salt of the earth," "Ye are the
light of the world, "

What makes us salt and light? Not anything we possess of our-
selves, but that which has been committed to us, namely, the Everlast-
ing Gospel! It is the Gospel of Christ, whose words are spirit and life,
which halts spiritual decay and even makes whole again, which dispels
spiritual darkness and reveals Christ as the true and only Light.

It is as the Christian faithfully proclaims the Gospel, in word and
deed, that he is the salt of the earth and the light of the world.

Oh, that we might grasp more fully the significance of the Gospel
for the world, and thus be driven to a greater consecration in our calling.
There is one thing which stands between the world in its spiritual
corruption and darkness and the burning fires of hell, and that is the
Christian holding forth the everlasting Gospel.



From our text we see that Jesus does not dwell on the good fortune
of the world in having Christians in its midst, nor does he speak of the
high honor of Christians in being designated the salt and light of the
world. No, our Savior is concerned about a far more important matter,
namely, that we Christians should be salt and light, and hence He
admonishes on this matter.

He says: "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men."

Two things stand out.

The one is this: "ye are the salt of the earth." Salt must reach the
object to be salted. Since we are the salt of the earth, this demands of us
that we reach the world, mix with the world, rub shoulders with it, ves,
"be a friend to man." This requires great courage and bravery on the part
of the Christian, for it most certainly means that he will be jostled and
shoved around, figuratively if not also literally. But it must be done if
we are to be the salt of the earth. This running off like a monk into the
monastery, hiding our faces from the rest of mankind, failing to confront
the world in its corruption is a denial of the Savior's word in our text.

The other thing which we must note is this: "Ye are the salt of the
earth. " As we live and move in the midst of a corrupt world, we are to
be salt, real salt. We are not to lose our savour. "If the salt have lost
its savour, wherewith shall it be salted?" Here is a warning against
trying to accommodate our Christianity to the world. That will never do,
for salt, real salt, stings and burns, and the Christian too, as he faith-
fully applies the Word of God to the corruption of the world, will bring
about a stinging and a burning. This does not give the Christian license
to be obnoxious and offensive, but rather points out a basic truth that
there is no easy, painless way to apply the Word of God to the world,
and if a Christian tries to do so through a compromise of doctrine or life,
he has lost his savour. If we would quit worryi ng about what the world
thinks of us, or what it might do to us, and rather be more concerned
with the duty which Christ has given us toward the world, to be its salt,
it would go far better both for the world and for us. ‘

And note well what the Savior says about the salt that has lost its
savour, "It is henceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be
trodden under foot of men." Here we recall the Savior's later word con=-
cerning false prophets: "And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: Depart from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matt. 7:23)

Jesus goes on to say: "Ye are the light of the world. A city that
is set on a hill cannot be hid, Neither do men light a candle and put it

































































