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INSTALLATION SERMON

For Prof., Julian Anderson, Bethany Lutheran Seminary
Mankato, Minnesota, September 18, 1962

"And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also," 11 Timothy 2:2,

Dear Friends in Christ:

This is an important day for many people. It is important for cur new professor
and his family. After years of service in parishes in Minneapolis and Chicago, he
will now devote his time and talents almost exclusively to the teaching and training
of pastors in our seminary and college.

The day is important also for our seminary student body which receives three
new members. It surely must be with a sense of awe that these men take up their
theological studies, looking toward the day when they may serve as pastors under
that chief Shepherd of the flock, Jesus Christ. We hope that many of the boys in the
high school and college departments of our school will follow in their footsteps in
the years to come,

But this day holds the greatest importance for = large group of people who are
not present, many of whom are not yet born, and they are the people of the congrega-
tions which make up our Synod, as well as many people outside our fellowship who
in years to come will have some contact with the graduates of this seminary. In
other words, this day is most important to all those people in various parts of the
world who in the future will be served spiritual food, formally and informally, by the
graduates of this seminary.

Why is this day so important to them? Because a seminary is no better than its
teachers. The recipe for the spiritual fare which pastors set before the people in the
congregations has, to a great extent, been put together at the seminary. The seminary
is, in a sense, the fountain of our church, and only if its streams, its doctrine, is
kept pure, will the waters as they flow hither and yon throughout the world be pure.

If the fountain is muddy, what will the streams be? Hence the importance of this








































































