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Sermon At The Funeral Of Jakob Aall Ottesen Preus, Sr.
Minneapelis, Minnesota, May 26, 1961

by Rev. T.N, Teigen

As we now prepare to lay the mortal remains of Mr., Preus to rest in the bosom
of the earth, we ought to do that with a sense of gratitude and thanksgiving to  our
gracious God. We know where Mr. Preus stood in his time of gracedhere on earth.
The Lord's Apostle says: " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.'" {Rom. 10,9). - Mr. Preus witnessed a good confession. He was not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ, but knew it as '"the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth." In child -like faith he trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ and nourished
that faith with the promises of God's Word and Sacrament. He was aware that he was
in the evening of life and gave thought to setting his house in order, knowing that the
hour of his departure might come at any moment, We have every reason to believe
that he walked through the valley of the shadow of death with the way lit up by the
Lamp of God's Truth and crossed over the bridge of the sure promise of the Gospel
to the promised land. - And so we ought to meet this day with the words of one of
our Christian burial hymns:

Now lay we calmly in the grave,
This form, whereof no doubt we ha
That it shall rise agmﬂ that davy
In glorious triumph o'er decavy.

True, yvou are a bereaved family, and particularly you who have been his
companion and stay all these years will experience quite a shock at his absence.
Adjustments will have to be made. But you will find that the Lord has His own
way of healing such wounds, especially if you continue to feed yourself upon the
promises with which your gracious God also cousoled your husband.
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¥For the past two vears it has been my privilege and pleasure to be Mr, Preus's

stor. He was regularly in his pew at the Sunday services and an especially at-

ave listener., [ wvisited b.i_bn and his wife frequently in their home, and while there
always 2 large range of interesting things to talk about, there was never a visit
that did not give attention to theology - a field in which he was well-grounded from
Christizn home and Christian school, much interested and well informed also with
regard to the modern heretical currents which have made in-roads on so much of
Lautheranism today,

He had, among other things, interesting ideas about preachers and preaching.
le expressed himself frequently on the importance of preachers sticking to their

i

fext, expounding it in an orderly manner, and by 3"‘1 means emphasizing the great
doctrines of Law and Gospel. He had a profound ¢ ontempt for what he called '"show-
i in pulpit and chancel, In a very recent visit he remarked that he thought
ian preachers would be so concerned about their specific business of saving
ring for souls with the Word of God, that they would consider it a waste of

: 0 e dabbling, in their sermons and addresses and otherwise, in politics and
pub ‘u cihf.{‘(i},rﬁo And I know that if he were listening today, he would consider that I
wa e not zttending to business if the sermon turned out to be a eulogy such as one
trequently hears at the funerals of men who have been much in the public eye and
have acs:,orm}t:.;.lsned manv things in public life.

i am especially grateful for his expressions on those matters. For one thing,
they represent an entirely Scriptural point of view. I am grateful also because they
help to rescu

e me from temptation to spend my time and yours in speaking of matters
which, though interesting and in a measure edifving, are still subservient to things
wifinitely more important. I therefore need to make no apologies for choosing a Scrip-
fure text dealing with the great issues of iife and death, and expounding it, as I hope,
to the edification and comfort of family and friends.

then today bring to your attention particularly two passages which Mr.
\em‘a‘zl r appreciated in a devotion we had last winter when he was in the

t is {rom the beautiful 103rd Psalm, verses 15 17: ""As for man,
davs are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind pass-
it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more., But the mer-
cy ol the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his
eousness unto children's children.

You note that the Psalmist here uses an illustration to impress a truth - an il -
lustration which we can readily understand: We know the vervy transient nature of

and flowers. It is before us every day. The flowers you place on the
‘e tomorrow will be wilted before the day is out. The Psalmist goes on and says

"

that the life of man 1s like that - very temporary. -That is something that we do not
g0 rezdily admit, though we know that it is true. The form that during most of life

.

was the embodiment of health and vigor, now lies shrunken and cold and dead in
nanket before us,


































































