


-:/ 
#I* IJUTE3ERAN S Y  NC3D Q ' ~ L I R T ~ ~ R I J  Y -1, 1- 

4. '1. 
.f. .I. 

* Published by the authoriti, of the Generi;; Pastorat Co~l ference  of the Evangelical >:: 
4 8  
-I. Illuthe rhn Synod .!, .I- 

.I# *I' 
..fa -1. 

Edited b y  the Theo:og~cai Fac i l l ty  of the E id S Theologfcb;  ,Sem;n;l rvo 
J r  '1. 

George f2. Liilegard,  Editor -in-Ch:ef. c / o  Bethztn) Lrl+i?c.ran CoiEege. ManE-ato, .:, .I' 

-1. 
.I- MI n::e 3 0 t h  .?, &I- 

J, 'I' 
-1. '1. 

Volume 1 Number  4 ( Pxxl-1-j .5hed Q::xrferi-yq June,  1961 it* .I. 
SuTsscripticm pr ice :  $1 .  50 p e r  iezr. Single copy, 5 0 $ ::: 

*:> 'I' 
.t, '1. 

Serm-0x2 At The Funeral 0 1  JakoScl. AaZl Ottesen P r e ~ s ,  Sr, 

A s  vile now p repa re  to l a y  the ~nor t z l  rernaios oi M r .  Preds to rest in  the bosom 
of the ea r th ,  w e  ougt-jt to do that v ~ i t h  a sense of gratittide ;-,nd thanksgiving to our  

gracious God. We know where M r .  Preus  stood in h:5 time of gr i . reQere  on ear th .  
The Lordf s Rpost:e says:  If thou shait confess w ~ t h  th: mouth the Lord Je sus ,  and 
shalt  belieeve in thine hea r t  that God hzfh r a ~ s e d  Hi-rn fr.orn !he dead, thou shalt be 
saved. " (Rorn. 1 0 , 9 ) .  - Mr. Pre~j.i m~itnessed a good coriieision. He w a s  not ashamed 

of the Gospel of Chr is t ,  hu t  kneu, i t  is 'Ithe p o s e r  nf God nzto sa lvat ion to everyone 
that believeth,  " In child -like azth he  ~r?r5:ed in the 'i,ord .Te~ils Chris t  and aourished 
that faith w i t h  the promisee of God's Word arid Sacrzment.  I-ie w a s  aware that he w a s  
i-n the evening of iife and gave t"loi;ght to se t t i ng  hi;  h o u ~ e  In o r d e r ,  knowing that the 
hour of his depar ture  might come 2.t a r y  moment. W e  h2ve e v e r y  reason to believe 
that he walked through the valley of the slladow of death ii:th the w a y  i r t  up by  the 
Lamp of Godq s Truth  znd crossed  over  the b r i d g e  of the: stlre promise  of the Gospel 
to the prormised land. - And so w e  o:lgbt tc, meet tliis d;?y w i t h  the words of  one of 
our  C!I ri s t ~ a x ~  -krs:rial h y ~ n n s  : 

Nom jay w e  cali-n1-i; -rx the  grd\-eS 
This f o r m 9  whereof no do-t~bt we hd-ze 
Th5.t i t s s h ~ l k  r.i.5 e adgain that dd y 
In glr~rioins triumph o ' e r  d e ~ a y .  

:r -* Aue, yo%* are  a bereaved fa mi!^^. aild part~:uihr;-y y o t ~  who have been his 
con-kpanlon and s t a y  all these years w i l l  experience q i l t e  a shock at his absence. 
Adjustrnerlts wi22 h3oe to be made. B-lt you  w i l l  find tha: the Lord  has Eiis own 
w a y  of healing such wounds, especially if continlie t o  feed yourself upon the 
pro-mi s e a  with which your gracious God a i  s o  con so;ed yoirr  h ~ ~ i b d n d .  
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p p 1 -*- !hi; 1>."1 t%r?o :;ears i t  h a s  b e e n  m-7 p:pl.v;iege 2nd picasure to be M r .  Preus's 
;I-. . l o  r*./ H e  F ~ L L  s ~ ~ / g l i ? i 3 ~ ! . l j  i15 h i s  p e w  a t  the S?3!'idzTB sery:":ces a n d  3.n especrally at- 
; (: -,+ ' t 1 ; . s r e u ~ f ~ r ,  1 ~i.~sifeei h i m  and h i s  wife frequently in their hoAxnep dnd - w h i l e  t h e r e  
, <,, "-a .. 2 :li<v;yc a. Large  r a n g e  of ir:tereating things to ta lk  about, there was never  a visit 
:hi.: did -.~ot giv- t .  a:lextion to theology - n. fie!d in whicl.1 he was v;e!l -gro:~.nded f r o m  
C , ~ C ' ~ $ ~ : . ; Y I  kLor4qe and Ckn~istibn se,kzoolf J ~ L u c h  i -n t e re~ ted  ;31ld ipdcj.finfor-med also with 
r ~ c . ~ d  5 to tie z-noder~  heref;ica,l currents ur,~k,ich have  rr-4r.de in-roa.ds 0x1  so ;rsz~.nch of 
;.. * i i . ! l e . r " ~ : ~ l f ~ m  $ ~ d : : ~ ,  

' r 
hi. hi+CJ ~ - I T I C ) T L ~  o fhe r  things: -d ~ n t e r e a t i r ~ g  i de3 -s  aSn~.i! pre~.rk~er~ and preaching. 

~ I F  -xpr.rssed htmseii frequently on the iir,porta?i-.e o i  p;-cilcllers s t i c k k g  ro their 
'5 "=, . i - i ,  % 1 ex?oi;~rli?g i t  137 an orde r ly  mlansaer ,  and by a!-; xnean?; emphssizing the great; 
d;i::*riiiPs of Ca-a ar.d Gospe1. He had a profouqd .:omtempt- for vjha.t he called "show- 

. . 
;20rsic4;" i c  pulpit dmd chancel .  In  a very  recent  b ~ 3 ~ i  he r e r n n r k ~ d  t h a t  he thought 
J-* * 
, t- _ J i + 1 c2 i> p~earhex->-r: ~ ,o~a ld  be so concen-ned about their  -~%;lriP;c b:_rsiness of saving 
f .  fd . iring f o r  soui>s wi th  the Word of God: thxf  i3:ty wor:!d q:onsider i t  a w a s t e  of 
' . ~ Y : - c J  to l-..e dabbling, i n  their ser1n3ps d,nd addre~sgs &nd othesv:ise, in politics and 
: f And 1 know that if h e  w e r e  l i s t e - n i ~ g  loday, h e  vnould consider  that  I 
' r  ;" :. I J Q ~  zttend:-rrg, 10 b13siness i f  t h e  s e r m o n  turned o u t  to  be s eulogy- such as one 
frar:rii+~enil y hr.d.r.s at the funerals of men who 'have been much in the putl3'~c eye and 
I.i1-/e ;ic c - o ~ ~ p l i  shed many things  in public l i fe .  

i z r n  e j p r c i i i l l ~  grateful  f o r  hxs expression.; on those i~ ln t t e r s .  F o r  one thing, 
ii$c:; r r p r F s e n 1  an ent'rely Scriptural point of v i e ~ o .  ; a m  grateixil a lso because they 
lreiya - * L O  res:-lne me fso~.n temptation to spend my timLc and yaws In speaking of mat ters  

lim72g2: in te res t ing  and in a m e a s u r e  edifying, a r e  slit1 subservient  to  things 
: l i . f ! ~ j  ply rc0r.e irnport;..nf-. i therefore  need to make no apologies for choosing a Scrip- 
ti .rre Xexi di-;ling vvitkr the g rea t  issues of i ife and death. and  expounding i t ,  a:; I hope,  
?. ij ~ 4 -  i i ~ t  r5 edi f ica t ion  and comfort  of family and friends, 

1,-t ;fie the:? toda.1- b r i ~ g  to your attention particularl;! two  passages which  M r .  
f - r r ~ - ~ ~ s  t.sper*ia.!ly d-pprecia.ted in a devotion -we lixd i * . r i t  - ~ / i i 2 t e r  when he was in the 

' f h e  fir.;t i s  Irom the treautifuj 103rd. Psalm, ve r ses  15 17:  ' ! A s  f o r  man, 
1 

5 :%; d2-:?.; a r e  as gr;?-ss: as a flovv'er of the field,  so  he f ' lourishetb, F o r  the wind pass- 
f ovf . r  i t ,  avd it i s  gone; and the  p i ~ ~ e  thereof s 'n~? l  kn.r!ou i! no more .  But the m e r -  
$ * > :  ~ 1 2  iki:. 1,ord I:: from. el-erlastlng to everla,sting upor1 !hem t h a t  fear  him, and his  
T i a k k e ~ ~ i i  aClf:b" i t.1~jt~3 ch i ld re i? . '~  ~ h ~ ~ d ~ e ~ ,  

'la7. rlote that the Psalmist here use.; an il1dstrcitio-a to  i m p r e s s  a truth - a n  i l  - 
!:~slr:iiioi, 8h lch  w e  can readily ~nderstand: W e  k n o w  hihe Yery t ransient  nature of 
c $# .#kc gr5.i.:; itiid i l o w 2 r j .  P t  i s  be fo re  u s  e v e r y  day. Thl fro-wers you plilre on the 
%-;..\ltL t:;m.o~-ros,v wi l l  be -+,-diited before the day is o u t ,  Thr: Psalmist goes on and says 
+ -  . G L L  18,: i~fr 01 ~ : ; X I  I r  l ike that - very temporary .  -Thata i:, something fiat ave do not 
i.c r e ~ d l l y  h,dmit. t k ~ i ~ g h  vie know that it is true. The f o r m  that during rnos t  of l i fe  
.$:a i f h - 3  ~ - i ~ ~ I - ~ ; , d i r ~ c n t  of J?_eq.ith and .;,igor., now l i e s  irbreinkera and cojd a.;.ld de ;~d in 
f Li=. , ;, :;:~-,:1 P > L C  ,#, Lo re 115, 












































